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BOOK    ELEVENTH. 


SEPARATED    FROM    HIS    MOTHEE. 
31ST  Jamoaky~3ed  July,  1793. 


Louia  XVII.  proolajmed  King — Declnratiim  of  the  Ooant  de  Provaioe — ■ 
Manifesto  of  tho  Prince  de  CondS — The  young  King  acknanledged  by 
Engliuid,  Sardinia,  Spain,  Anstria,  Frussia,  and  Busaia — Proclama- 
tion of  tlie  chiefs  of  La  Vendue — Deorees  of  the  Convention — The 
Temple  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst  January— The  vojal  family  obf  aina 
mourning  dresses —Lepitre  and  Tonlan — The  Queen  resumea  the  edn- 
cation  of  her  aon^Phtn  for  escape— Javjayea  and  Eieard — Struggle 
betiveen  the  Mountain  and  the  Gironde— The  Queen  refuaes  to  ba  saved 
apart  ll'om  her  farailj— Letters— Plight  of  Dumonriez — Tison  and  his 
wife — Kuniours — Proposidon  of  Eobespierre—  Searchea  at  the  Temple 
—Illness  of  Ikiuia  XVII.— Fall  of  the  Gii'onde— Wlure  of  a  new 
plan  for  escape — Deorees — Separation  of  Marie  Antoinette  from  her 


Althodgh  the  Revolution  had  declared  royalty  for  ever  abo- 
lished, although  it  had  sought  to  kill  royalty  oh  a  scaffold,  yet 
the  Revolution,  on  the  aist  January,  1793,  at  twenty  miautee 
past  10  itt  the  moming, — that  is  K)  say,  at  the  moment  wlien 
the  head  of  Louia  XVI,  fell, — had  gained  but  one  point  in 
tho  opinion  of  those  who,  despising  the  blows  of  mere  force, 
respected  only  the  authority  of  right ;  and  this  one  point  was, 
that  the  King  of  France  was  called  Louis  XVIT  instead  of 
Louis  XVI. 
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—^—      — —  ^^^. g  XVII.  prmiaimfd. 

The  death  of  Louis  XVI.  had  filled  every  heart  with 
horror.  Entire  Europe  tooli  part  in.  the  funereal  grief  of 
France.  Monsieur  the  Count  de  Provence  was  at  Hamm,  in 
Westphalia,  when,  on  the  28th  January,  he  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  regicide.  He  instantly  proclaimed  the  acceasion 
of  his  nephew,  under  the  name  of  Louis  XVIL,  and  declared 
that  he  himself  assumed  the  title  of  Kegeat  of  the  kingdom 
until  the  mtyority  of  the  young  King,* 

"  Tlie  following  ia  tho  dcelariitioii  thus  made  :— 

"Louis  Slanislas  Savier  de  Prance,  son  of  France,  nndo  of  the  King, 
E^entofthe  kingdom,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  ahall  coma,  greeting! 

''Penetrated  with  horror  on  learning  that  the  most  criminal  of  men 
have  just  Med  up  tlie  measure  of  their  nameriKis  offences  by  the  oomuiiS- 
aon  of  the  eitrome  of  outrage,  we  first  invoked  the  dd  of  Heaven  to 
enable  us  to  surmount  the  sentiments  of  our  pralbund  grief  and  the  ini' 
pulses  of  our  indignaljun,  in  order  that  we  might  apply  ourselves  to  the 
aocomplishment  of  the  duties  which,  under  nlrcumsiances  so  grave,  present 
theineelres  loremost  in  order  of  those  which  the  inimulahle  lans  of  tha 
French  monarchy  impose  upon  us : 

"Our  dearly  beloved  and  most  honoured  hrotJiarand  sovereign  lord, 
the  King  louis,  axteenth  of  the  name,  having  died  on  the  2l3t  of  t!i8 
present  mooiii  (^  January,  under  the  parricidal  eteel  which  the  feroeiouB 
usurpers  of  tlie  sovereign  authority  in  France  directed  against  his  august 
person  : 

"  Wedeelavfl  that  the  Dauphin,  Louis  Claries,  born  on  the  atth  day  of 
the  month  ot  March,  1TS5,  is  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  under  the 
name  of  Louis  XVIL,  and  that,  by  right  of  lirth,  as  well  as  by  the  pro- 
vLilons  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  we  are,  and  shall  continue 
to  be,  Kegent  of  France  during  the  minority  of  the  King,  our  nephew 
and  lord ; 

' '  Invested,  in  this  quality,  with  the  eiercise  of  the  rights  and  powers 
of  the  sovereignty,  and  of  the  sapreme  administration  of  royal  justioe,  we 
aE^ume  tha  charge  of  the  same,  as  we  ore  bound  to  do,  in  acquittal  of  our 
oUigatlons  and  of  oar  duties,  to  the  effect  that  we  may  employ  oorselves, 
with  the  lud  of  CTod  and  the  as^stance  of  good  and  loyal  Frenchmen,  of 
all  the  orders  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  recognised  powers  of  the  sove- 
reign allies  of  the  crown  of  France : 

"Firstly  :  To  the  lifceraljon  of  the  King  Louis  XVIL,  our  nephew; 
Secondly,  o!  the  Queen,  his  august  mother  and  guardian ;  of  the  Princess, 
Ills  sbter,  Madame,  our  dearly  beloved  niece ;  of  the  Princess  miizabeth, 
hiii  aunt,  oni'  dearly  beloved  sister  :  oil  detained  in  the  harshest  captivity 
by  tlie  chiets  of  the  factions ;  nnd,  simultaneously,.  Co  the  ra.e£tablishUient 
of  the  monarchy  on  the  unalterable  bases  of  the  Constitutiou ;  to  the  re* 
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Ptocimalions  liy  tho  Hegent. 

Under  the  same  date  appeared  also  tno  itlier  official  acts 
of  the  Regent,  the  one,  letters-patent,  noimniting  the  Count 

formation  of  the  aliuses  wliioh  hare  teen  intjodueed  into  tlie  Bjstem  of 
public  aduini^ation ;  to  tba  re-esiablishiuent  of  the  reli^on  of  our 
fsthern,  in  tlie  puttty  of  its  worebip,  and  of  oanonical  discipline  lo  tho 
re-int^atioD  of  the  mi^Utracj,  for  the  maintainance  of  public  order  and 
the  diHpensatlnn  of  jasUiw;  to  the  reetoration  of  Frenchmen,  of  all  orders, 
to  the  exercise  of  their  legitimate  rights,  and  the  ei^oynient  of  their  in- 
vaded and  neurped  properties ;  to  the  severe  and  esemplaij  pnnisliment 
of  crime ;  to  the  re-estahlishment  of  the  laws  and  of  peace  ; — in  a  word, 
to  the  aocomplishmcnt  of  the  solemn  engagements  ivliich  we  liave  under- 
taken, oonjointlj  with  out  dearlj  beloved  brother,  Charles  Philippe  da 
Fmnoe,  Connt  d'Artois,  with  whom  are  conjoined  our  dearly  bdoved 
npplieira,  grnndBons  of  France,  Lonia  Antoine,  Duke  d'AngonlSms ;  and 
Charles  lerdinaad,  Duke  de  Bern  i  and  om'  cousins,  princes  of  the  royal 
blood,  Louis  Joseph  de  BourboB,  Prince  de  Condfi ;  Louis  Henri  Joseph  de 
Bourbon,  Buke  de  Bourbon :  and  Louis  Antoine  Henri  de  Bourbon,  Duke 
d'Enghien ;  pursuant  to  onr  deliberations,  addressed  to  the  late  ICiiig,  our 
brotho",  on  lltli  September,  1761,  and  other  acts  emanating  from  us, 
to  which  acts  we  adhere,  and  shaH  invariably  adhere. 

•'To  which  end,  we  enjoin  and  order  all  frenchmen  and  subjecfa  of 
the  King  to  obey  the  commands  they  shall  recmva  from  na  in  the  Kiog's 
name;  and  the  commands  of  our  dearly  beloved  brotht^,  Charles  Philippe 
de  Prance,  Count  d'Artois,  whom  we  have  nominated  and  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  the  kingdom,  whenever  our  mad  brother  and  Lieutenant- 
General  elinll  issue  such  commands  in  the  name  of  the  King  and  of  the 
Itegent  of  Prance. 

"This  our  present  declaration  shall  be  notified  to  all  whom  it  s'itsil 
concern,  and  be  published  by  all  tlie  officers  of  the  King,  military  or 
majjisltiriiil,  to  whom  we  will  gii'e  commission  and  charge  that  the  said 
declaration  bai-o  all  the  notoriety  thai  it  shall  be  possible  to  give  it  in 
Piance,  for  tlie  present^  and  until  it  sliall  be  addressed  in  the  ordinary 
form  to  the  courts  of  the  kingdom,  so  soon  aa  they  shall  have  resnmed  the 
exercise  ofthdr  jorisdiclJons,  to  be  by  them  notified,  published,  roistered, 
and  executed. 

"  Given  at  Hamm,  in  Westphalia,  under  our  ord  na  y  sign  manual  and 
seal  which  we  shall  use  in  all  acts  of  severe  gnty  unt  1  the  seals  of  the 
kingdom,  destroyed  by  the  factions,  ha  e  been  reBened,  and  nnder  tho 
countersign  ol'  iJie  ministers  of  the  state  t  u  Mar  1  j  de  Broglie  and  de 
Castries. 

(Signed)     "  Louis  SiASifiAB  \iYiEB, 

R  ge  t  ot  France. 

"Tho  JlABaHAL  DUKC  DE  BUOGWB. 

"The  Marshal  ib  Casteieb. 
"  This  aeth  January,  1793,  first  of  the  K  n^  b  re  gn 
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d'Artois  Lieutenanfc-General  of  the  kingdom;  the  other,  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  French  refugees.* 

Thousanda  of  copies  of  these  documenta,  printed  at  Paria 
by  Crapart,  were  distributed  throughout  France. 

In  the  Socage,  and  in  all  the  western  districts,  tht  news  of 
the  King's  death  created  a  profound  consternation,  mingled 
with  on  indignation  that  was  soon  to  develop  itself  in  heroic 
efforts.  In  a  few  months  afterwards,  on  the  lllh  Maj,  1793, 
the  chiefs  of  the  Vend^an  army, — La  Kochejacquelin,  d'Elbeo, 
BXS.A  Cathelineau,— sent  forth  in  a  proclamation,  dated  from 
Parthenay,  the  following  declaration : 

'■  We,  commanding  the  Catholic  and  royal  armies,  have 
taken  up  arms  solely  for  the  purpose  of  sustahiiug  the  religion 
of  our  fathers,  of  restoring  to  our  angust  and  legitimate  sove- 
reign, Louis  XVII,,  the  splendour  and  the  stability  of  his 
throne  and  his  crown,  and  we  have  no  other  object  than  the 
public  good." 

•  "Proclamation  lo  the  French  Eefugees. 
"  It  is  wiUi  sentiments  of  tlio  most  profoand  grief  tbat  I  inform  you  of 
tlie  fcesli  loss  we  have  eustained  in  the  King,  mylirother,  wliom  tlie  tji'anta 
who  have  go  long  Ijeeu  desolating  France  haTe  joat  immokted  to  their 
impbnB  fury.  Tiiia  horrible  event  imposes  upon  me  new  duties :  I  host«n 
to  fulfil  them.  I  haso  assumed  the  title  of  Eegent  of  France,  which  the 
right  of  my  birth  confers  uponme,durlng  the  minority  of  tha  King,  Louis 
XYII.,  mj  nephew,  andlhaveoonfided  to  the  Count  d'Artois  that  of  Lieu- 
tenants General  of  the  kingdom. 

"  Your  attflchment  to  the  rali^on  of  our  fathers,  and  io  the  EOvereign 
whom  we  now  deplore,  renders  it  superfluous  in  me  to  eshoct  jou  to  ru- 
douhled  zeal  and  fidelity  towards  oui-  young  and  unhappy  monareh ;  to 
redoubled  ardour  to  avenge  tho  hlood  of  his  august  Ulua'.  IQ  in  such  a 
oolamitj,  it  is  poseible  for  na  to  receive  any  consolation,  it  ia  presented  in 
us  ill  the  resolution  to  avenge  our  King,  to  repluce  his  son  on  the  throne, 
and  to  restore  to  our  comiti'j  Ihot  ancient  constitution  which  can  alone 
malse  her  happy  and  glorious. 

"  Our  titles  are  changed,  but  ourunion  is,  and  will  ever  conlJnne,  the 
same,  aad  wo  will  labour  wjtli  more  ardour  than  ever  to  fulfil  that  wluch 
we  owe  to  Ood,  io  honour,  to  the  ILmg,  and  to  you, 

(Signed)    "  Loujs  Stanislas  Xaviesl 
"  2Qtii  Jwiuarj,  1703," 
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Intelligence  of  the  fatal  event  reached,  in  Swabia,  the  camp 
of  the  Prince  de  Conde,  where  the  reply  to  that  sanguinary 
challenge  was  vehement  shouts  of  "Long  live  Louis  XVII. !" 
The  illustrious  chief  of  the  emigrant  army  had  a  service  for  the 
repose  of  the  soul  of  the  deoapitated  King  celebrated  in  ths 
church  of  tlie  Franciscans,  at  Viliingen.  He  himself  pronounced 
a  funereal  oration,  of  which  the  eloquence  was  richly  aupphed 
by  the  heart,  and  of  which  the  praise  was  as  richlj  supplied  hy 
the  tears  of  the  whole  anditorj.  Then,  on  ijuitting  the  church, 
he  proclaimed,  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  in  presence  of 
the  French  refugees,  the  royalty  of  Louis  XVII.,  and  the 
regency  of  Monsieur.*  The  teara  of  all  were  yet  flowing 
when  the  cries  of  "  Long  live  the  King  I"  burst  forth. 

The  Eegent  hastened  to  aotify  the  death  of  Louis  XVI,  to 
all  the  coiirts  of  Eui'ope.  That  of  England,  the  first  informed 
of  the  fatal  event,  had  not  awaited  this  diplomatic  notirioalion 
to  go  into  mourning.  The  arrival  of  the  inteliigenoe  in  London 
at  once  created  general  stupefaction.  The  Theatre  Eoyal,  in 
which  that  evening  two  pieces  were  to  have  been  performed, 
was  closed  by  command  of  their  Majesties.  The  French 
ambassador,  the  Marc^uis  de  Chaavelin,  immediately  received 
his  passport,  which  he  made  use  of  the  nest  day,  quitting 
England  near  about  that  anniversary  on  which,  by  pubUc 
mourning  mid  solemn  expiation,  the  English  nation  still 
protests  against  the  regicide  of  the  30th  January,  1649. 

United  by  so  many  bonds  with  the  House  of  France,  the 
King  of  Sardinia  himself  communicated  his  grief  to  his 
people,  adding  that,  if  they  preferred  to  adopt  the  French  laws, 
he  was  ready  to  lay  down  tiie  sceptre  and  the  crown.  He  did,  in 
fact,  abdicate  immediately  afterwards,  but  the  spontaneous  and 
unanimous  cry  arose:  "Loag  live  our  good  King!"  and  the 

■  TIuB  proulamatbn,  llie  origina!  of  whiuh,  long  preserved  in  secret  by 
fnitliliil  bands,  nas  not  deposited  among  ibe  Kaljonal  Archives  uniji  1830, 
ivlll  he  lound  in  tlie  AppendLt.  (Cocnmcnt  No,  I.)  It  Las  never  be&uG,  I 
belitve,  liBon  printed. 
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monarah,  thus  crowned  a  second  time  bj  the  public  sympathy, 
was  led  back  to  his  palace  in  triamph, 

Spain  received  with  the  most  vivid  indignation,  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  crime  committed  upon  the  chief  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon.  The  ambassador,  Boui^ohig,  had  orders  to  quit  Madrid 
forthwith,  and  he  traversed  the  Spanish  territory  amid  cries  of 
vengeance  rising  from  every  side. 

Austria  and  Prussia  experienced  equal  grief.  The  Empe- 
ror did  not  restrain  his  tears.  The  "  Berlin  Qaaette"  of  the 
6th  February,  has  this  announcement : 

"  On  information  received  of  the  judicial  assassination 
committed  npon  the  person  of  H,  M.  the  King  of  France,  the 
court,  in  order  to  manifest  the  deep  affliction  with  which  it  is 
filled,  at  the  bo  unmerited  fate  of  a  monarch,  blessed  for  aU 
eternity.,  has,  of  its  own  motion,  gone  into  mourning  for  the 
space  of  fom"  weeks." 

After  having  borne  the  fearful  tidings  to  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  the  Duke  de  Kichelieu  had  transmitted  it  to  tlie 
Empress  of  Russia.  St.  Petersburg  was  not  less  moved  than 
Vienna. 

If  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  briefly  to  describe  the  impres- 
sion produced  upon  Europe  by  the  regicide,  it  is  because,  from 
the  depths  of  all  the  hearts  thus  painfully  affected,  tliere 
arose  the  most  vivid  sympathy  for  the  son  of  the  just  man  who 
had  been  immolated :  the  name  of  the  Dauphin  was  on  all 
men's  lips,  as  that  of  Louis  XVI.  was  in  thehr  tears.  Cathe- 
rine II.  immediately  recognised  the  accession  of  the  boy-king, 
and  nominated  the  Count  Eomanzoff  her  minister-plenipoten- 
tiary with  the  Regent  of  France,  who,  on  his  part,  accredited 
to  hei  the  Count  Esterhazy  as  ambassador  from  Louis  W II 

The  roialty  of  the  infant  pnsoner  while  reco^nned  by 
almost  all  the  powers  constitutpd  in  France  the  hoje  of 
the  fiienls  of  older,  the  rallying  worl  of  all  thDse  whc  con 
BpiTcd  against  republican  oppression  Thus  the  government 
of  the  Convention  denved  uneasiness,  alike  fiom  tlie  'ipirit  of 
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the  people  at  home,  andfrom  the  attitude  of  the  powers  abroad. 
On  the  5th  February,  it  ordered  the  suppression  of  all  ensigns 
of  rojalty  from  the  coinage  of  the  republic ;  on  the  6th,  it 
placed  a  sum  of  fen.  millions  of  francs  at  the  disposition  of  the 
minister  of  the  interior  for  ihe  relief  of  the  poor ;  on  the  8th, 
it  suspended  all  proceedings  against  persons  charged  with  the 
massacres  committed  in  the  prisons  on  the  9nd  and  3rd  Septem- 
ber, I79a, — this  was  in,  perfect  keeping:  since  yirtue  had 
become  a  crime,  crime  of  necessity  was  innocent ! — on  the 
9th,  it  ordered  the  esecutive  povTer  to  march  against  the 
enemy  all  the  battalions  of  the  departments  which  were  then  at 
Paris  ;  on  the  11th,  it  granted  an  amnesty  to  all  persons  im- 
prisoned in  conseqnetice  of  the  insurrection  with  regard  to 
provisions;  and,  on  the  13tli,  it  decreed  the  general  organisa- 
tion of  the  republican  anniea. 

These  political  measures,  adopted  as  a  mode  of  at  once 
rallying  friends  within,  and  intimidating  foes  without,  did  not, 
in  every  instance,  effect  their  object.  On  the  1 8th,  Lyons 
rose  in  insurrection,  to  the  ciy  of  "Long  live  the  King!" 
and  burned  the  tree  of  liberty  m  its  squares.  On  the  I9th, 
the  Empress  of  Russia  sent  forth  an  ukase,  banishing  from  her 
statos  all  Frenchmen  who  should  refuse  to  sign  a  declaration, 
containing  an  abjuration  of  the  seditious  and  impious  pnn- 
ciples  introduced  into  France,  and  an  oath  of  fidehty  and 
obedience  to  the  King  Louis  XVII.,  to  whom  the  crown  had 
accrued  in  duo  order  of  succession.  The  same  ukase  enjoined 
all  those  who  should  submit  to  this  measure  to  abstain  from 
any  sort  of  coramunicalion  with  France,  until  order  and  legiti- 
mate authority  should  he  re-established  there. 

Matters  abroad  grew  more  and  more  complicated.  The 
Convention,  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  decreed  a  levy  of 
three  hundred  thousand  men.  No  doubt  the  crime  of  the 
3Ist  Januaiy  was  universally  condemned;  but  the  French 
ideas,  notwithstanding,  wore  at  work  throughout  Europe, 
creating,  at  once,  terror  in  kings  and  sympathy  in  peopieB. 
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Agdii J  of  ihe  llojHl  ITainilj. 

While  the  Cat!iolic  and  roja!  army  of  La  Voiidfie,  the  army 
of  Conde,  tho  Coiiiit  de  Provenco,  and  Europe,  were  thus  pro- 
claiming the  3on  of  Louis  XVI.,  under  the  name  of  Louis 
XVIL,  the  joung  Prince  himself  was  mourning  his  father,  ia 
the  arms  of  the  royal  widow,  under  the  holts  of  the  prison  of 
tlie  Temple,  whither  we  are  now  recalled  by  our  subject,  and 
where  so  much  martyrdom  is  yet  to  be  accomplished. 

After  the  cruel  separation  on  the  night  of  the  20th  January, 
the  Queen  had  scoi-eely  sufficient  strength  to  midress  the  royal 
infant,  and  put  him  to  bed.  She  had  then  thrown  herself,  in 
her  clothes,  on  her  own  couch,  where,  throughout  the  night,  her 
daughter  aad  her  sister,  stretched  on  a  mattrass  in  her  room, 
heard  her  trembling  with  mental  agony  and  cold.'* 

Next  morning  the  royal  family  rose  before  doy-break. 
The  drums  were  beating  in  all  the  sections  of  Paris.  The 
tumultuous  movement  without  was  distinctly  heard  in  the 
tower,  where  a  wife,  a  sister,  and  children,  were  avfsiting  once 
more  to  embrace  him  whom  they  were  destined  never  again 
to  behold.  At  a  quarter-past  "si^  the  door  had  been  opened, 
and  a  book  had  been  taken  away  for  the  King's  mass;  this 
had  been  a  beam  of  hope,— the  prisoners  had  thought  they 
were  about  to  be  led  to  a  last  intervie\i.  They  were  soon  un- 
deceived. Each  minute  seemed  to  mark  ages  on  the  prison 
clock.  Augmented  noise  announced  tho  moment  of  depar- 
ture. Language  is  powerless  to  describe  the  agonizing 
scene  which  then  presented  itself!  Poor  heartrent  women, 
essaying  a  last  effort  to  arouse  sterile  pity, — a  child  escaping 
from  their  arms,  and  rushing  suppliant,  wild,  frantic,  to  the 
municipal  officers, — to  the  guards, — from  one  to  the  other, — 
embracmg  this  man's  knees, — clitspiag  that  man's  hand,— 
and  exclaiming:  "Let  me  pass,  gentlemen !  let  me  pass!" 
■'  Where  do  you  want  to  go  ?"     '■  To  speak  to  the  people,  that 

»  MurratiTeofMone-Thereae-Charlotte, 
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they  may  not  kill  my  father!  In  the  name  of  G-od,  kt 
me  pass !" 

The  jailers  were  deaf :  it  ivaa  their  biainess  to  be  bo.  Bui 
the  prayer  of  iniioceiice  aud  of  filial  piety  was  assuredly  heard  oi 
God  I  God  did  not,  indeed,  grant  it  to  the  child  to  save  hia 
father,  hut  judged  him  worthy  to  inherit  his  martyrdom  ! 

About  tea  o'clock  the  Qaeeu  urged  her  children  to 
take  some  nourishment ;  they  declined.  A  few  moments 
afterwards  they  heard  tho  discharge  of  fire-arms,  and  shouts 
of  joy.  Madame  Elisabeth,  raising  her  eyes  to  Heavea,  ex- 
claimed :  "  The  monsters !  they  are  satisfied  now  ',"  Marie 
Therese,  at  this  esclamatioa,  sent  foith  piercing  shrieks;  her 
young  brother  burst  into  tears;  the  Queen,  her. head  bowed 
down  on  her  bosom,  her  eyes  haggard,  sat  plunged  in  a  stupor 
of  despair,  the  counterpart  of  death  itself.  The  public  criers 
soon  infoi-med  ihem  that  the  King  bad  ceased  to  live. 

The  Dauphin,  ever  since  ti  e  tnorrun^  1  ad  taken  posses 
sion  ofhia  raother;  he  Isissed  hei  hands  which  te  bathed  witF 
tears ;  he  essayed  to  console  hei  by  Ins  care^^es  lather  tbap 
by  words.  "  Let  these  teai  flow  said  the  mother ;  "  tho 
torture  is  for  them  who  sui-vive  1 

In  the  aftBTBoon  the  Q  een  nishsd  to  9  e  Clery,  wlio  had 
remained  up  to  the  last  mome  it  in  the  tower  vijth  Louis  XVI. 
Last  words,  last  adieus, — she  wis  eager  to  lose  no  word  of 
them.  She  claimed  the  last  legacy  ot  her  loyal  busl  and,  tho 
precious  legacy  which  Okry  had  just  notified  to  the  council 
of  the  Temple,  ajid  of  which  we  shalt  have  occasion  to  speak 
further  on.  She  demanded  mourning  atJire  from  the  same 
council,  who  replied  that  tlii.y  woid  I  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Commune.     The  Commune  deliberated  thereon 

The  Tisons  applied  to  the  esp  nage  of  oalanity  the  entire 
activity  of  an  intlt^ible  and  thnd  hatiei  The  anguish  of 
that  fatal  day  was  not  to  end  with  the  daj  itself.  It  was  two 
o'clookin  the  morning  more  than  on  hour  since  the  close  of 
prayer  had  announced  tht  tmic  for  rcpos       But  reposu  had 
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not  come  to  those  three  poor  ladies.  As  an  act  of  obedience 
to  the  Queen,  the  young  Marie  Therese  had  laid  down,  but  she 
could  not  close  her  eyes,  while  her  royal  mother  and  her  aiint 
conversed  and  lamented,  mingling  together  their  tears  and  their 
inconsolable  sorrows,  beside  the  bed  of  the  Dauphin,  who 
slept  tranquilly.  The  child's  slumber  smiled ;  the  joyous  inno- 
ceuce  of  his  age  was  radiant  on  his  charming  features.  "He 
is  now  just  of  the  age  his  brother  was  when  he  died  at 
Meudon :  happy  they  of  our  House  who  departed  first.  They 
were  spared  the  sight  of  the  downfall  of  their  family !"  ■ 

Astonished  to  hear  voices  at  so  ]ate  an  hour  in  the  chamber 
of  Marie  Antoinette,  the  woman  Tison  rose,  and  knocking  at 
the  door,  inquired  the  meaning  of  this  nocturnal  conversation. 
Her  husband  followed  her,  after  having  awakened  the  muni- 
cipals on  duty.  Partially  opening  the  door,  Madame  Elizabeth 
said  to  them,  with  exquisite  gentleness ;  "  Pray  let  us  weep 
in  peace!"  The  inquisition  set  on  foot  against  affliction  waa 
withdrawn,  disarmed  by  that  angelic  voice,  and  the  conspiracy 
of  tears  was  not  denounced. 

Next  morning,  the  Queen  said  to  her  son,  as  she  embraced 
hiia ;  "  My  child,  we  must  turn  our  thoughts  to  God." 
"Mamma,  I  have  turned  my.  thoughts  to  God;  and,  whenever  I 
recall  the  thought  of  God,  tho  image  of  ray  father  presents 
itself  before  me." 

On  the  33iid  January,  the  Queen's  feebleness  was  extreme ; 
nothing  could  appease  her  anguish.  Exhausted  by  three 
nights  of  utter  sleeplessness,  she  could  scarcely  endure  the 
light  of  day,  that  light  which  her  royal  husband  no  longer 
beheld.  Life  or  death  had  become  alike  indifferent  to  her. 
She  sometimes  gazed  on  her  children  and  her  sister  with  a 
look  of  pity,  so  mournful,  so  despairing,  that  they  on  whom 
she  looked  shuddered  beneath  that  gaze ;  there  reigned  around 
heir  a  silence  as  of  death ;  all  seemed  holding  in  their  breath, 
all  were  weeping,  their  teara  redoubling  whenever  their  eyes 
chanced  to  meet 
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Madame  Eojale  had  been  for  some  dajs  indisposed ; 
legs  were  swollen,  and  iu  an  alarming  state.  Grief  aj 
the  malady,  and  for  several  daya  her  poor  mother  could  obtain 
no  professional  assistance  for  her,*  "H-appily,"  writes  Marie 
Ther&se  herself,  with  a  touching  simplicity,  "  grief  augmented 
my  malady  to  suck  a  degree  as  faTourably  to  divert  my 
mother's  miod  from  her  despair."  Marie  Antoinette  passed 
whole  nights  at  her  daughter's  bedside,  superintending  every- 
thing, and  herself  applying  the  remedies  prescribed  by  M. 
Brunier,  who  had,  at  length,  obtained  permission  to  enter  the 
toiver.  The  continuous  occtipatioii  of  the  motJier  served  to 
divert  the  grief  of  the  widow.  Madame  lloyale's  nurse  m 
vaia  solicited  permission  to  wait  upon  her.-j- 

The  mourning  dresses  were  granted  on  the  93rd  January ;; 

*  The  rumour  of  tlds  illness  transpired  iii  Paris.    We  read  In  tlie 
"  Mmileur  Universtl,"  of  Thursday,  24th  January,  1193  : 
"  Commune  de  Paris. 

"22nd, — It  ia  reported  in  the  public  places,  and  in  tlia  patriolic 
Eodeties,  that  ilie  daughter  ofLouis  is  dead,  that  the  wife  of  Louis  has  hcan 
tranaferrail  to  the  Hfllel  de  la  Soroe  at  the  Conciergerie.  '-The  council- 
general  (Bithorises  me  f o  conlrmliet  these  rumours.  The  daughter  of  Loub  is 
not  ill  i  and  the  persons  nhom  a  decree  oonfineE  in  the  Temple,  will  remiun 
there  ao  long  as  that  decree  remains  in  force. 

"Real,  First  Substilate." 
t  "  Commune  de  Paris. — Sitting  of  Priday,  3StIi  January. 

"  The  citiEeness  lanrentj  asaoining  the  title  of  nurse  to  Madame  Pre- 
miere, demands  permission  from  the  council  tfl  see  her  fcster-daughfer,  who 
is  iinprifioned  in  the  Temple,  and  offers  to  remain  with  her  until  otherwise 
directed: 

"  The  cauncil-general  passes  to  tlie  wdw  of  &<i  day,  seeing  t}iat  the 
council  knows  no  person  called  Madame  Premiere." 

I  *'  Commmie  de  PariB.--i Sitting  of  Wednesday,  23rd  January,  ITOS. 

''The  eoimoil-genei'al  heard  read  a  decree  of  the  sonnuil  of  the  Teraple, 
referring  it  to  the  council-general  to  decide  upon  two  requests  made  by 
Antoinette : 

"  The  first,  for  mourning  of  a  very  ^mple  character  for  herself,  her 
sister,  and  her  cliiUren,  The  councii-general  liecieea  that  this  request 
shall  be  complied  with. 

"  The  f«eond,  that  Cifiry  may  6e  placed  with  her  son,  as  he  was  in  the 
first  instance.  Upon  this  reqaest  the  coundl-general  passes  to  Uie  order  of 
the  day." 


„  Google 


iEVEiNTKKSTI-I. 


on  the  S7th  Sk  portion  of  them  was  brought  to  tliG  Temple.* 
On  seeing  for  the  first  .time  her  children  clothed  in  bkclt,  the 
Queen  saicl  to  them  :  "  Mj  poor  children,  with  you  'tie  for  a 
long  time  only;  with  me,  'tis  for  ever."  They  burst  into 
tears,  but  their  raother  wept  not,— hor  tears  were  exhaustfid. 

What  gloomy  days,  what  agitated  nights,  now  passed  on ! 
Marie  Antoinette's  heart  seemed  bursting  whenever  she  looked 
on  her  children. 

She  said  one  day  to  Madame  Eliaabetii ;  "  I  did  not,  per- 
haps, heretofore,  give  the  King  all  the  advice  I  might  have 
given  him,  to  save  him ;  but  I  shall  rejoin  him  on  the  scaffold ! 
Oh,  yes,  my  sister  !  I,  too,  shall  mount  the  scaffold  !" 

The  pmoners  of  the  Temple  had  only  learned  from  the 
street-criers  that  the  murder  of  the  King  had  beea  consum- 
mated ;  no  newspaper  had  entered  that  prison  ;  no  detail  had 
been  brought  by  the  mtmicipal  officers.  The  eyes,  filled  witji 
tears,  which  had  silently  questaoued  the  mandatories  of  the 
Commune,  had  received  from  them  no  reply.  They  Itnew  no 
episode  of  the  execution :  they  knew  the  martyr  crowned, 
but  they  knew  not  ail  the  splendour  of  his  crown ;  neither  did 
they  know  of  the  testimonies  of  public  sympathy  wHch  had 
been  manifested  towards  him  after  his  death.-f 

At  length,  after  an  interval  of  ssverai  days,  on  Wednesday, 
6th  February,  there  re-appeared  af  the  Temple  two  commis- 
saides  of  the  Commune,  whij,  wholly  dissimilar  from  their 
wUeagues,  had  already  created,  by  their  zeal  and  their  devo- 
ion,  a  title  to  the  confidence  and  affection  <if  the  royal  family ; 

*  Seo  Appendis,     (Dociroieiit  So.  K.) 

t  " A depntationof  the  'Sociutj  oftlie  DefiiiiiluTsoftlieEepublic,  Ooe 
and  Indivifflble, '  invites  the  council-general  to  stiapenii  Ijie  representation  of 
the  piece  entitled,  'La  Chacte  ^iximm,'.  to  nhioh  tlic.ynlets  of  tlie  ci-derant 
GOort  repair  in  t^oivd^  and  indecently  appliitid  the  incivio  alludous  and 
sentimenfs  wHch  are  frequent  in  Ibat  piece. 

"The  council-general  rafem  this  denuncmtion  to  ilie  d^artmont  of 

"Sitting  of  the  council- general  of  the  Commune,  30th  Junnaij,  1703." 
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tliese  were  Lepitre  anil  Toulan,  of  whom  we  shall  have  re- 
pented occasion  W  speak.  It  wa3  a  moment  deeply  paiiifiil, 
alike  to  them  and  to  the  hearts  bo  cruelly  assailed,  whoso 
Btili  Heeding  wounds  their  presence,  from  assooiationB,  seemed 
to  re-opeo.  Questions  and  answers  were  broken  with  sobs ; 
the  newspapers  which  gave  aa  account  of  the  dismal  immo- 
lation were  read  with  that  poignant  avidity  of  grief  which 
seeks  to  know  all  tlie  circumstaaicea  best  calculated  to  supply  it 
mth  nourishment. 

Ever  since  the  morning  of  the  21st  January,  Marie  Antoi-. 
netto,  notwithstanding  the  offer  which  had  more  than  once 
been  made  to  her,  had  refused  to  descend  for  the  purpose  of 
walking,  so  tbat  she  might  not  have  to  pass  before  the  door  of 
the  ISiig'e  apartment,  or  incur  the  chance  of  meeting  in  tlie 
garden  General  Santerre,  who  sometimes  attended  to  inspect 
the  guai'd.  She  feared  she  ehould  faint  at  the  sight  of  the 
man  who,  on  the  21st  Januaty,  had  come  to  lead  Loius  XVI. 
to  execution,  and  who  had  given  tlie  signal  for  that  beating  of 
the  drums  which  had  drowned  his  last  words.  She  remained 
pertinaciously  in  her  chamber,  and  if  at  a  later  period  she 
found  the  need  of  air  for  her  chiidi'en,  mther  than  for  herself, 
ehe  sought  permission  to  ascend  with  them  to  the  summit  of 
the  tower,  the  battlements  of  which  were  closed  in  with 
plaJilta. 

The  massacres  of  September  and  the  scaffold  of  the  21st 
January  had,  in  lowering  the  moral  power  of  France,  probably 
raised  in  a  still  gi-eater  degree  the  idea  of  her  physical  power. 
Her  force  seemed  multiplied  by  the  passions  which  animated 
.lier,  analogous  with  that  vapour  in  ebullition  which  raises  up 
mountains.  Less  esteemed  by  Europe,  she  had  become,  per- 
haps, more  dreaded.  With  Piedmont,  Prussia,  and  the  Em- 
pire, which  were  already  at  war  with  her,  Spain,  HoUaod,  and 
England,  soon  combined,  and  revolutionary  France  tlius  found 
herself  blocked  up  on  ail  quartcre,  like  a  town  under  close 
.siege. 
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^b  char^ctei  of  Mane  intometto  and  ly  the  angelic 
geiideneBS  of  her  childien  they  mcdified  a?  much  as  lu  them 
lay  then  haish  functions  and  endeavoured  hj  aU  the  nieai  3 
in  *heir  powei  to  rendei  them  less  repulsive  to  misloitune 
and  more  iniioi,ent  m  the  eyea  of  God  himself  1h  it 
politenosB  then  defeiem,e  their  attentions  were  m  strili 
mg  contrast  with  the  annoyance  and  biutahtv  ct  the  r  i,ol 
leagues.  The  nimea  of  Lehceut  Vincent  Moelle  Jubert 
merit  to  be  pieaer\eci  in  memorj  of  a  noble  seniibihty, 
mamfeuted  at  a  time    h  aa      d    g  h  oi, 

bibty  at  all 

With  Lepitre  and  T       n  h  m  \i  m 

special  mention,  it  nas  d         d  gh  h 

rugged  misaion  with  s  n   mn  um  d    h 

due   to   misfortune ,     h      co  d  g    li  P  ^ 

espionage  and  barbai  m  pea         d    han 

When  the  peiiod  and         h  Q  codnm 

plate  this  object  ofhg       —     nw  <rra 

Ipast  with   somewhat  m  nq       y     nd  re         ti  n  — M 

Lepitie   conceiied  th      d  T  ha  con  n 

denved  trom  the  \ery  h         rr  h     p       n    d 

to  liei,  on  Thursday,  7th  February,  a  funereal  melody,  which 
be  had  miitten  on  the  death  of  her  royal  husband,  and 
which  Madame  Ol^ry,  an  accomplished  amateur  on  the  piano- 
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forte  and  liai-p,  had  set  to  nmsic*  He  resumed  hia  service 
at  the  Temple  on  the  1st  March,  three  weeks  after  he  had 
presented  his  composition  to  the  rojal  family,  when  he  received 
for  that  composition  the  reward  which  most  deeply  touched  his 
heart ;  the  Queen  invited  him  into  the  apartment  of  Madame 

•  This  modest  compositlqn,  which  derives  a  touching  interest  from  (lie 
circwnBtiuicea  under  which  it  was  written,  and  the  words  of  nhich  nee 
placed  in  the  mouth  of  tlie  young  King,  runs  thns : — 

FILIAL  PIETT. 

I  sue  thee  ntep !  tay  pnrent  dear  t 

In  thj  fixed  gnze  of  tenderness, 
I  mark  aFfection's  trembling  teal 

Mingling  witli  those  of  fbnd  dbtress ; 
Thine  inmost  soul  I  seem  to  see. 

Thou  grieveat  for  tlilno  oSspring'a  'psja; 
But,  emca  '  tis  borne  iu  part  bj  thee. 

Can  he  be  weary  of  Ms  ohaiti  ? 
II. 
Thj  bright  exmuple,  siunteJ  Sire  ! 

Makes  that  on  honoured  weight  to  bear ; 
Oh  I  with,  thy  virtues  him  mspire, 

Who  can  of  them  idone  be  hwr ! 
Lost  is  the  crown  those  rirtnea  graced, 

O'ertumed  the  throne  tliy  son  should  fill; 
Yet  happiness  he  still  may  taste, 

For  he  is  near  his  mother  etill '. 

A  day  may  coma  when,  sorrow  o'er 

(Thus  whispers  hope),  her  son  perchance 
May  make  that  dear  one  blest  once  more. 

And  thus  avenge  himself  on  France  ! 
Those  whnlwinda  wlilch  destruction  spread. 

May  feel  t!ie  Lord's  controlling  power  j 
The  tonipest  bows  the  lilj's  head. 

But  iiyures  not  our  emblem  flower  I 


To  mercy's  God  let  us  cotnplidn, 

OhI  would  his  mercy  set  us  free! 

The  memory  of  the  captive's  chain. 
Would  doubly  sweet  make  liberli|'. 
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Lcpitte's  poem, 

Elizabeth,  where  the  young  Prince  sang  the  melody,  nccom- 
panied  by  his  sister.  "  Our  tears  flowed  thickly,"  says  M. 
Lepitre,'  "and  we  preserved  a  mouniM  silence.  It  were 
impossible  adequately  to  depict  the  scene  before  me !  Tho 
daughter  of  Louis  at  the  harpsichord,  her  august  motber 
seated  beside  her,  her  eon  on.  her  lap,  her  eyes  filled  with 
tears,  her  emotioa  scarcely  permitting  her  to  direct  the  hand 
and  voice  of  her  children ;  Madame  Elizabeth,  standiog  beside 
her  sister,  mingling  her  deep  sighs  vritb  the  sorrowful  accents 
of  her  august  nephew." 

The  voice  of  tlie  young  Prince  had  no  great  compass,  bat 
its  tone  was  exceedingly  sweet.  The  Queen  joyfully  cultivated 
in  her  son  this  nascent  talent,  concurrently  with  the  other 
studies  already  progressing  under  her  care.  Solely  occupied 
with  her  children,  she  was  grateful  to  Heaven  for  the  repose 
which  her  enemies  left  her  for  the  accomplishment  of  het 
maternal  task.  She  was,  in  this  respect,  fully  supported  by 
Madame  Elizabeth.  These  two  sisters, — tliese  two  tender 
mothera,  lot  us  desiguate  them, — amid  their  own  calamities, 
the  deeply  painful  appreciation  of  which  was  maintained  by 
constantly  recurring  outrage,  derived  some  cousolation  from 

Then  (sweet,  in  prospect,  it  appears), 

Proin  tbose  loT^  eyes,  with  weeping  flim, 
Thy  Boii  ehonldMaa  away  the  teni'3 
Maternal  fondneaa  sheds  for  iiun, 
TO  MADAJIB  ELIZABETB, 
TliOo,  who  with  aiigel  sfifUiess  strove. 

To  olose  the  woiinils  thou  couldet  not  heal  j 
JTij  aireet  reward  ia  in  Iba  love 

Our  hearts  for  thee  nitiat  ei'er  feel ! 
Dwell  willi  mj  parent  1    'Twas  the  prayer 

.  Tlij  brofbei'a  djing  lips  expressed ; 
Her  oliildren,  liappy  in  thy  care, 

Sliail  seem  with  two  fond  mothers  bloesed  ! 
■  "  Qaelq'ie'  Sorivemrs,  ou  Nolls  Fiileles  sar  men  Service  aa  Templo, 
tfc,  ditpuis  h  3  m^mhre,  1792,  Jitsqu'aii  20  iVara,  1733,"  8vo„  Pnris, 
HiuoUe,  1814. 
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thoir  loie  foi  their  tno  chi)  libu— tliougii  this  very  love  pei 
liaps  renJeied  ttiU  moie  joignant  the  senae  of  their  o«n 
perils  — their  daughtei  her  'ioul  already  conscious  of  regret 
aud  ol  anMetj  but  alieady  also  vigorous  resigned  and  cou 
rageousiy  commenoiii^  its  a  iblime  apprenticeship  to  miaeij 
her  little  biother  giving  aramition  to  all  about  him  with  his 
amik  Had  his  cheeriul  voice  The  solicitude  of  the  Q  leen  and 
of  Madame  Elizabeth  towards  this  child  compiehendel  eiery 
ciie  the  hops  they  hil  euteitained  that  Clery  wculd  la 
peiraitted  to  resume  his  service  with  the  joung  King  had 
vaai'ihed  +  The  tno  lastructi esses  a  ipfhed  fiom  the  resources 
they  posiessed  v.ithin  themsehea  the  alsence  of  the  materials 
of  education ;  \vith  the  exception  of  the  elementary  notions  of 
Latin,  which  they  could  not  develop  in  their  pupil's  mind,  he 
resumed,  under  their  guidance,  all  the  lessons  which  he  had 
previotialy  been  pursuing  under  the  direction  of  his  father: 
writing,  geography,  liistory,  each  had  its  assigned  hours.  As 
fe  education  in  the  higher  sense  of  the  term,  never  was  child 
blessed  vrith  a  better  school,  never  had  child  presented  to  him 
nobler  exhortations,  more  loftily  generous  counsels,  more  roag- 
nanimous  examples.  The  pardon  of  injuries,  enjoined  by  the 
dying  father,  was  daily  practised  by  the  two  instructresses,  ever 
ready  to  excuse  their  persecutors,  to  represent  them  as  misled, 
less  by  the  dictates  of  the  heart  than  by  the  frenzy  geaerated 
from  the  fever  of  revolution.  At  the  readings  in  the  history 
of  France,  which  constituted  one  of  their  royal  pupil's  daily 
exercises,  they  took  occasion  to  extol  each  noble  action,  each 
fine  instance  of  clemency  and  heroism,  and  to  stigmatizo  each 
example  of  injustice  and  tyranny.  More  than  once  did  the 
lessons  of  the  two  Princesses  arouse  emotion  in  the  hearts  ol 

•  Commune  of  Paris.    Sitting  of  Thnrsday,  3Sth  Febraary,  1793. 

"  The  (^cmnoil-general  decrees  that  Cl^ry  shall  qmt  tlie  Temp  iritliia 
tnenlj-four  hours ;  Utat  hs  Gholl  deliver  up  to  the  conimiseiuies  of  the 
TempJe  the  effects  that  have  been  under  his  diarge ;  and  that  his  salary 
diaH  be  paid  to  him  up  to  the  day  of  his  quiiting  the  Temple,  wherecT 
leoiird  Bhitll  be  made  in  ihe  register  of  fiie  Commune." 
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appi     h  m      Ih     m      Id 
of  1     b  y    1       h  !d   h    i 
and      b       gg  f     1  tarj 

All     gl     h      ailvs        h    f 
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happy 


and  11  d     ^        with    h       dj    g  b       h  h 

scaff  Id      Th     Id  m         f  F       1    1      1  lb 

found,  as  we  have  seen,  eveu  m  the  commissaries  placed  in 
chaise  of  the  Temple.  Amongst  these  history  wUl,preserve  the 
name  of  Toulan,  who,  a  thorough  republican,  was  gained  ovec 
to  the  royal  cause  by  witiiessing  the  patience  and  courage  of 
the  captive  Queen  of  France.  It  was  he  who  conceived  the 
project  of  effecting  the  escape  of  this  princess  and  her  children 
from  the  Temple.  He  submitted  his  plan  to  the  Queen,  who, 
pleased  with  its  daring,  would  not,  however,  adopt  it,  without 
the  previous  sanction  of  a  grave  and  able  man,  who  had 
worthily  fulfilled  several  secret  and  important  missions  which 
Louis  XVI.  had  confided  to  him, — the  Chevalier  de  Jarjayea, 
a  lieutenant-general,  huaband  of  one  of  the  Queen's  ladies,  and 
who,  in  the  hope  of  being  useful  to  his  benefactors,  had  not 
quitted  the  perilous  abode  of  Paris.  Marie  Antoinette  sent 
Toulan  to  this  general  officer,  who  received  the  trusty  messen 
ger  wltb  full  confidence,  and  examined  his  plan  with  intelligent 
attention. 
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After  two  protracted  conferences,  the  poBsibilitj  of  succesa 
having  been  established,  it  became  indispensable  to  admit  into 
the  secret  of  the  enterprise  another  commissary  of  the  Temple. 
But  who,  among  the  mtiaicipale,  would  be  found  sufficiently  de- 
voted to  sacrifice  his  life  for  the  royal  family  ?  Our  readers  have 
already  named  him  :  the  perilous-honour  appertained  of  right 
to  Lepitre.  In  a  third  conference,  at  which  Lepitre  was 
present,  the  basis  of  the  plan  was  adopted ;  M,  de  Jaijayes 
undertook  to  have  male  attire  prepared  for  the  Queen  and 
Madame  Elizabeth,  and  the  two  municipals  were  to  convey  this 
attire  secretly'  into  the  tower.  The  two  Princesses  were,  in 
this  disguise, — heightened  by  the  addition  of  the  tri-coloured 
scarf, — to  qait  the  tower,  furnished  with  the  pass-cards  carried 
by  the  commissaries  and  all  other  persons  mho  had  access  to 
the  Temple.  So  far,  everything  seemed  clear  enough,  and  of 
ready  execution ;  but  the  escape  of  the  two  children  presented 
difficulties  that  seemed  insurmountable.  Loaia  XVII.,  in 
particular,  was  so  closely  watched,  that  it  was  almost  imprac- 
ticable to  effect  his  deliverance.  An  idea,  however,  occurred  : 
the  genius  of  devotion  is  a  great  worker  of  miracles.  There 
was  a  worthy  man,  named  Jacques,  who  came  every  morning, 
we  know  not  whence,  to  clean  the  lamps,  and  again  every 
evening  to  light  them.  He  was  usually  accompanied  and 
assisted  in  his  work  by  two  children,  of  about  the  same  age 
and  size  with  the  royal  children,  Prudence  precluded  the 
admission  into  the  secret  of  this  stnmger,  who,  in  the  execution 
of  his  subordinate  functions,  silently  obeying  his  orders,  never 
exchanged  a  word  with  the  persons  employed  in  the  Temple, 
to  whom,  consequently,  he  had  remained  almost  wholly  un- 
known. But  this  plan  presented  itself :— Jacques  was  in 
attendance  at  between  five  and  six  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  and 
his  last  lamp  was  lighted,  and  he  himself  departed  from  the 
Temple  when,  at  seven  o'clock,  the  sentinels  were  changed. 
After  his  departure,  then,  and  the  change  of  sentinels,  a  man, 
dressed  like  him,  was  to  pass,  by  favour  of  an  admission  card. 
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the  first  gate-keeper,  and,  on  reaching  tlie  Queen's  apartment, 
his  tin-bos  under  his  arm,  was  to  be  soundly  rated  by  Toulan, 
for  not  having  come  himself  to  trim  Ha  lamps,  and  for  having 
sent  hm  childrea  to  do  his  work  for  him.  Tbo  two  royal 
children  were  then  to  be  handed  over  to  him,  scoldingly,  and 
the  pretended  lamp-mau  and  his  youag  apprentices  were  then 
to  quit  the  tower,  and  proceed  to  the  corner  of  the  Boulevard, 
where   they  would  find  M.  de  Jaijajes   4vaiting  to  receive 

This  plan  adopted,  it  became  necessary  t«  associate  with 
it  another  confidant,  worthy  of  admission  into  this  holy  coji- 
spiracy,  and  of  plajing  the  exceedingly  important  part  of 
iamp-lighter.  Toulan  proposed  a  friend  of  his  own,  a  discreet 
and  courageous  man,  who,  on  being  accepted  himself,  accepted 
with  enthusiasm  his  share  of  danger  and  of  devotion.  This 
new  confederate,  equally  resolute  with  the  chiefs  of  the  design, 
was  an  inspector  of  the  national  domains,  named  Ricard. 

Toulan  was  to  have  special  charge  of  all  the  arrangements 
for  the  escape  iroat  the  tower  ;  Jitijayes,  of  all  those  for  flight 
from  the  French  territory.  The  latter  had,  for  this  purpose, 
secured  three  cabriolefs,  which,  at  a  fixed  place  and  hour,  were 
to  be  ready,  with  vigorous  horses.  The  Queen  and  her  son 
were  to  get  into  the  first  of  these  carriages,  daiven  by  M.  de 
Jarjayes;  Madame  Eoyale,  into  the  second,  driven  by  Lepitre; 
and  Madame  Elizabeth,  into  the  third,  driven  by  Toulan, 
Eicard,  his  part, acted,  and  his  disguise  laid  aside,  was  to 
return  home,  no  one  being  in  a  position  to  suspect  the  stic- 
cesaful  share  he  had  taken  in  an  event  which  woidd  occupy 
the  attention  o£  Paris,  of  France,  of  Europe,  while  his  col 
le^ues  would  reach  the  frontier  with  the  precious  charge  they 
had  achieved  by  their  liberating  zeal. 

Everything  seemed  to  assure  the  success  of  the  enterprise : 
the  requisite  money  was  provided,  tho  passports  ready,  signed 
by  Lepitre  himself,  as  president  of  the  passport  department  in 
tiie  section  of  police,  every  arrangement  made,  every  incident 
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duly  calculat«il,  Bo  tliat  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitives  might  not 
commence  until  many  houra  after  their  departure 

It  was  at  fiist  pr  posed  to  diieet  their  atepa  to  La  Vendue 
where  insuneL.tioii  viib  lUeidyon  foot  hut  it  ■wao  coi  siderei 
on  mature  lefleotion  that  this  would  only  he  an  asjl  tn  m  a 
Gimp  and  that  while  on  tht  one  hand  the  pre^fenre  of  the 
loyal  family  ■\\n.\d  comnium  ate  a  p>werfil  impulBe  to  tho 
enthusiism  cf  the  loyiliat  oivuy  it  would  at  the  same  time 
cieafe  for  that  aimy  fiesh  difBculties  M  Jirjaves  pointed 
out  these  olijectiona  to  the  Queen  by  the  medium  of  Toulan 
oni  Mane  Antometto  influence  \  hy  maternal  love  m  re  than 
by  ambition  and  i\ho  wia  anxious  to  save  the  head  rithei 
than  the  ciown  of  h&r  'in  at  once  adoited  them  It  was 
then  determined  to  pioceed  to  the  coast  of  Normindr  i  to  ite 
shortei  and  less  impeded  wilh  u!  stadea  ariive  1  there  Jar 
J1J  es  had  provi  Ind  the  n  eins  of  transit  to  Ln^lan  1  m  a  vessel 
whi  h  lay  at  his  dispoml  oft  i  jomt  of  the  loast  i  eai  Ha\re 
In  shoit  all  the  means  beat  calcul  ted  foi  frustrating  the 
roi^chinces  of  fate  weie  til  eii  hut  that  sal  fitality  ^hich  was 
piecipitating  mfo  the  abjss  the  oil  H  ise  of  Fiance  was  more 
ingenious  than  all  the  preoautioniif  man  moie  lotent  than 
all  hi3  eftoits  Had  Toulan  and  Jarjayes  heea  intrusted  with 
the  conveyance  of  the  royal  femily  m  the  jouroey  to  Vaiennes, 
I  have  no  doubt  they  would  have  placed  it  beyond  danger  ;  but 
others,  equally  devoted  perhaps,  though  less  intelligent  or 
less  able,  had  the  management  of  that  fatal  affair;  and  so, 
for  some  time  past,  had  nil  things  befallen  this  family,  mai-ked 
with  the  seal  of  calamity, — the  enterprise  tliat  was  to  destroy 
it,  was  carried  into-  effect ;  that  which  would  have  saved  it, 
never  took  place. 

The  circumstancG  which  prevented  it  was  this :  tho  8th 
March  was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  escape ;  on  the  7th, 
there  was,  in  Paris,  an  almost  universal  rising,  excited,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  and,  on  the  ether,  by 
the  intelligence,  just  received,  of  the  rapid  progress  of  the 
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foreign  armiRS.  After  a  battle  on  the  Rlicer,  where  they  had 
heen  compelled  to  abandon  their  entrenchments,  the  French 
had  evacuated  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  raised  the  siege  of  Maea- 
tricht,  leaving  more  than  four  thousand  of  their  number  dead 
on  the  field.  After  another  battle,  not  leas  sanguinary,  the 
Austrians  had  retaken  Liege.  The  blood  of  France,  when 
she  is  wounded  at  her  extremities,  flows  baclt  to  the  heart. 
Paris  was  aroused,  excited,  and  infuriated,  under  the  two-fold 
apprehension  of  invasion  and  of  famine,  by  the  Mountain,  who 
had  resolved  to  massacre,  in  the  Convention  itself,  the  Giroode, 
and  all  who  opposed  their  projects,  more  especially  that  of 
the  creation  of  a  revolutionary  tribunal  to  try  all  conspirators 
without  appeal.  The  extremity  of  the  ciroumstances  called 
for  extreme  men  ;  the  Mountain,  who  appreciated  the  situation, 
determined  to  profit  by  it.  Forewarned  in  lime,  the  menaced 
deputies  did  not  attend  the  sitting  of  the  evening  of  the  9th 
March,  a,t  which  the  decree  in  question  was  voted.  In  tJie 
same  sitting,  the  Convention  ordered  the  appearance,  at  its 
bar,  of  Generals  Stingel  and  Lanoue,  charged  with  treachery 
in  the  rout  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  Envoys  of  the  National  Con- 
vention passed  through  the  departments,  loudly  proclaiming 
the  fresh  perils  of  the  country.  Each  section  set  loose  its 
agitators,  who  daily,  hourly,  beset  the  council  of  the  Commune 
with  vehemont  demands  for  the  closing  of  the  barriers,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  suspected, — that  is  to  say, 
of  all  who  desired  to  withdraw  themselves  from  the  action  of 
sanguinary  laws  and  domiciliary  visits,  or  to  avoid  tho  contin- 
gent imposed  on  the  city  of  Paris  in  the  levy  of  three  hundred 
thousand  men,  ordered  on  the  24th  February.  Despite  all 
clamours,  and  all  menaces,  however,  the  council  contented 
themselves  with  suspending  the  issue  of  foreign  passports, 
declaring  that,  until  the  Couvention  should  otherwise  decide, 
the  barriers  should  remain  open,  the  law  prohibiting,  under 
pain  of  death,  their  being  closed,  except  by  order  of  tlie  Con- 
vention ;  and  Pache,  mayor  'of  Paris,  and  General  Saiiterre 
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having  made  that  same  day  a  satisfactory  report,  at  the  bai 
of  the  Conveution,  on  the  situation  of  the  capital,  the  barriers 
remained  open. 

The  excitement  of  the  populace,  howeyer,  had  awakened 
all  the  solicitude  of  power,  aU  its  watchfulness.  Wlieiiever 
anything  Btirred  about  it,  its  uneasy  attention  became  at  once 
directed  to  the  Temple.  The  enterprise  of  Toulan  could  not, 
therefore,  be  essayed  on  the  day  which  had  been  assigned  for 
it  i  too  many  hostile  eyes,  too  many  jealoua  ears,  were  on  the 
watch  in  and  around  that  state  prison. 

The  succeeding  days  were  characterized  by  the  same 
movement  out  of  doors,  and  presented,  consequently,  the  same 
danger.  On  the  12th  March,  General  Dumouriez,  whose 
conduct  was  also  regarded  by  the  populace  as  treasonable,  was 
denounced  by  the  section  Poissonni^re  to  the  avenging  justice 
of  the  Convention.  On  the  13th,  for  the  first  dmo,  La  Ven- 
due, which  had  been  long  in  a  state  of  fermentation,  opealy 
rafeed  its  head,  and  uttered  that  cry  which,  with  its  echoes, 
was  destined  frequently  to  disturb  the  slumber  of  the  dictators. 
Moreover,  Toulan  and  Lepitre's  turn  of  service  at  the  tower 
not  reeurriog  for  several  days,  any  attempt  at  escape  was  ine- 
vitably suspended. 

When  he  entered  the  tower  on  the  8th,  Toulan  had  found 
the  royal  family  deeply  agitated.  Since  the  preceding  evening, 
the  thousand  clamours  of  the  great  city  had  been  confusedly 
sounding  around  the  Temple ;  the  prisoners  knew  not  the 
cause  of  this  tumult,  and  they  were  fearful  that  some  calamity 
had  occurred,  compromising  the  noble  friends  who  had  devoted 
themselves  to  their  deliverance.  The  presence  of  Toulan 
re-assured  them,  and  the  joy  of  learning  that  no  one  had  be- 
come involved  in  peril  for  their  salie,  more  than  compensated 
for  their  grief  at  finding  their  captivity  prolonged.  "  I  should 
have  deeply  regretted  to  leave  this  place,"  said  the  Queen  to 
him,  "  without  removing,  also,  several  articles  that  are  ex- 
tremely precious  to  me,  as  the  bequest  of  one  who  was  very 
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dear  to  me  while  he  lived,  ojid  whose  memory,  now  that  he  is 
gone,  is  sacred.  I  speak  of  the  wedding-ring  and  the  seal 
which  the  King  always  wore,  and  which  he  charged  Clery  to 
deliver  to  me,  with  his  sister's  hair,  and  that  of  my  children."* 
Toulaa  made  no  definite  reply;  hut  he  knew  that  the  muni- 
cipal officers  had  required  from  Clery,  when  he  was  restored 
to  liberty  in  February,  restitution  of  the  effects  which  the 
council  of  the  Commune  had  left  in  his  care  on  the  21st 
January,  and  liat  these  effects,  among  which  were  those  of 
which  Marie  Antoinette  Lad  spoken,  had  beert  placed,  under 
seal,  in  the  late  King's  apartment,  Nest  day,  before  quitting 
the  Temple,  Toulan  brought  to  the  royal  widow  the  articles 
she  so  earnestly  desired;  be  iiad  skilfully  managed  to  procure 
other  articles,  somewhat  resembling  them,  and  (liese  he  had 
as  skilfully  substituted  for  the  originals,  which  he  had  removed 

»  Tho  ring  was  of  gold,  and,  on  opening  it,  prraenfed  this  insci'ipfion  : 
••  M.  A.  A.  J,,  19  Aprilis,  1170,  jour  des  fim^aiaef,  &  Vieaite,  de  Marie- 
Anloinelle,  Arehiduokesse  d'Aatriehs,  et  de  Louis-Aiiguile,  Daipliia  de 
France."  The  nnhappy  prince  had,  ever  since  hia  marrii^,  n'orn  it  and 
when  he  relinqoisUed  it  for  the  first  time,  on  the  mca'ning  of  the  aist 
Jnnnary,  he  chaj^d  Oleiy  to  deliver  it  to  his  itife,  and  to  iell  her,  from 
liim,  that  he  had  parted  fTom  it  with  poin  He  piuted  fiom  it  in  iki<i 
onJy  at  the  moment  of  partmg  from  life. 

The  seal  was  a  Eilvoi  rmg  iiith  thiee  "i^enings  ono  of  nhich  eihl- 
bited  on  engraving- of  the  shielil  of  Fionce  anjtliiji  the  letteis  LL  and  the 
third  the  head,  helmetted   (f  tin  Dsiiplnn 


The  hair,  separately  endowed  m  four  Kmall  pipeis  wis  eni  eloped  it) 
one  lai'ger  papei',  on  which  was  writttn  with  the  King's  own  hand  "  Hair 
of  m J  wife,  of  my  sister,  and  of  iny  children 
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fi  m  under  seal  Assuiedlj  the  Queen  of  France,  in  all  the 
splendour  of  Itei  gloiy  -^t  Versailles,  could  not  have  been 
seived  with  equal  zeal  and  ability;  the  devotion  of  the  heart 
perfoims  gioatei  miratles  than  selfish  interest,  or  the  unmean- 
ing adulation  of  the  courtier  which  sajs  to  queens,  when,  jii 
the  houi  of  their  piospeiity  tbej  make  a  request:  "  If  it  be 
possible  It  IS  done     it  impossible  it  shall  be  done." 

The  system  of  intimidation  developed  itself  in  every  direc- 
tion. On  Thursday,  1-Lth  March,  the  Convention  ordered 
the  revolutionary  tribunal  to  try,  par  contuinace,  as  they  did 
uot  appear  to  defend  themselves,  the  brothers  of  Louis  XVI. ; 
on  the  18th,  it  decreed  the  demolition  of  the  chateaux  of  the 
emigrants,  and  the  partition  of  the  national  property  Still, 
Jarjayes  and  Toulan  would  not  abandon  their  noble  project. 
They  watched  in  silence,  with  incessant  and  anxious  attention, 
for  the  moment  wherein  t*  carry  it  into  execution.  Unhap- 
pily, each  day  brought  with  it  some  event  which  infused  fresh 
vigilance  into  the  guard  of  the  Tower,  and  especially  into  the 
surveillance  of  the  royal  infant.  It  would  have  been  impru- 
dence— madness,  in  fact — to  have  attempted  an  escape,  which 
had  become  almost  impracticable.  The  virtuous  conspirators 
did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  blinded  by  their  vast  desire  to 
accomplish  a  good  action  ;  they  calmly  resolved  to  confine  their 
enterprise  within  the  limits  of  the  possible,  and  to  concen- 
trate their  ideas  of  deliverance  wpon  the  Queen  and  Madame 
Elizabeth,  whose  exit  from  the  Temple  pi-esouted  difficulties 
of  a  less  insurmountable  character.  But  how  induce  these  two 
mothers  to  sepamte  themselves  both  from  their  beloved 
ohildren?  The  veiy  attempt  indeed  could  not  he  made. 
The  devotion  of  Madamo  Elizabeth  is  well  known :  her  soul 
was  too  beautiful,  too  lofty,  not  to  forget  itself  when  any  other 
interest  presented.  Hers  was  the  purest  expression  of  that 
single-heai'ted  candour,  of  that  holy  affection,  which  Eaphael 
has  given  to  the  mother  of  Jesus — an  angelic  grace,  a  Chris- 
tian serenity,  that  never  occurred  to  the  imagination  of  anti- 
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quity.  She  employed  lie  entire  eloquence  of  her  love  to  per- 
suade her  sister  tbat  it  was  her  duty  to  profit  by  the  resources 
which  stiU  remained  at  her  disposal  for  escaping  from  her 
enemies ;  she  impressed  upon  her  that  hor  very  life  might  he 
endangered  by  her  stay,  whereas  the  lives  of  her  children  and 
that  of  her  sister  were  under  no  peril.  She  even  ventured,  as  a 
conclusive  inducement,  to  whisper  in  her  ear  ail  tlie  miaoura 
current  in  the  city,  which,  though  stamped  with  popular  ex- 
n  their  details,  hut  too  truly  represented  the  public 


animosity  that  had  been  excited 
Jarjayes,  himself,  conveyed  to  Marie 
supplications  that  she  would 


the  Quoen.  M.  de 
Antoinette  his  earnest 
1  the  execution  of  the 


,,  every  feature  of  which  was  carefully  explained  to 
her  by  Toufan.  In  that  now  plan  it  was  still  the  faithful 
Toulan,  and,  this  time,  Toulan  alone,  who  undertook  to  effect 
the  exit  of  the  royal  prisoner  from  the  tower,  and  to  conduct 
her  to  a  secure  retreat,  where  she  would  meet  Jarjayea.  The 
latter,  on  his  part,  had  taken  measures  which  seemed  to  place 
that  august  head  beyond  the  reach  of  assault.  The  tender 
entreaties  of  Madame  Elizabeth,  the  fervent  zeal  of  Toulan, 
at  length  produced  their  effect  upon  the  Queen,  who  approved 
of  the  plan,  and  consented  to  conform  to  it  The  day  fixed 
upon  at  length  approached.  On  the  evening  preceding  it,  the 
mother  and  the  aunt  were  seated  beside  the  bed  of  the  sleep- 
ing King.  Madame  Eoyale  was  also  in  bed,  but  the  door  of 
her  chamber  was  open,  and  the  young  Princess,  intent  upon 
the  mournful  and  meditative  air  which  her  mother  had  worn 
throughout  the  day,  had  not  yet  closed  her  eyes.  Thus  it  was 
that  she  heard  the  words  which  at  a  later  period  she  repeated. 
Kesolved  upon  the  sacrifice  demanded  at  her  hands,  the 
Queen,  as  we  have  said,  was  seated  beside  her  son's  bed. 
"  God  grant  this  child  may  be  happy !"  she  exclaimed.  "  Ho 
will  be  so,  my  sister,"  replied  Madame  Elizabeth,  pointing  to 
the  open,  candid,  gentle,  yet  proud  features  of  the  King, 
who  seemed  to  smile  as  he  slept.     "  Youth  is  brief  as  joy," 
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murmured  Marie  Antoinette,  in  heart-breaJiing  tones  ;  "  happi- 
ness comes  to  an  end  as  everjthing  else."  Then  rising,  she 
walked  to  and  fro  in  the  chamber :  "  And  you,  my  dearest  sis- 
ter !  when,  and  how,  shall  I  see  you  again  ?  No  !  It's  im- 
possible !  It's  impossible  !"  The  jouthful  Marie  Thireae 
did  not,  at  the  time,  comprehend  these  words,  the  meaning  of 
which  wab  exphuned  to  her  afterwards  ■  the  Queen  had  made 
up  her  mind  not  to  avail  herself  of  the  door  which  Toulan  had 
undertaken  to  open  for  her  on  the  morrow.  Her  resolve  was 
irrevocable :  love  for  her  children  was  more  potent  than  all 
other  considerations — than  the  prayers  of  her  sister,  than  the 
instinct  of  her  self-preaervation,  than  the  promise  she  had 
given  to  the  devotion  of  her  courageous  friends.  But.  re- 
proaching herself,  as  for  a  breach  of  faith,  for  that  promise 
given,  and  which  she  would  not  observe,  she  felt  that  she 
owed  reparation  to  the  generous  hearts  who  had  resolved  to 
imperil  themselves  for  her.  Ne^t  morning,  the  municipal 
Toulan  presented  himself,  full  of  emotion  at  the  idea  of  the 
great  action  he  deemed  himself  about  to  accomplish.  So  soon 
as  it  was  possible  to  speak  with  him,  Marie  Antoinette  said  to 
him;  "You  will  be  angry  with  me;  but  I  have  reflected. 
There  is  nothing  but  danger  in  this ;  better  death  than  re- 
morse." Later,  she  said  to  him  theso  words,  which  Toulan 
recalled  to  mind  as  he  ascended  the  scaffold  on  the  30th 
June,  nM :  "  I  shall  die  unhappy  if  I  have  not  fii'st  an  op- 
portunity to  prove  to  you  my  gratitude."  "  And  I,  Madame, 
unhappy  indeed,  if  I  have  not  fiist  been  able  to  prove  to 
you  my  devotion." 

Alas!  toivards  these  nohle  hearts  justice  wa3  impartial — 
devotion  and  gratitude  obtained  the  same  recompense.  There 
was,  at  that  period,  a  place  at  which  all  the  virtues  as- 
sembled together— the  scaffold ! 

The  Queen  desired  also  to  thanlt  M.  de  Jatjayes,  and  to 
explain  to  him  the  motives  of  her  refusal.  She  wrote  to  him 
with  her  own  hand  this  note,  which  she  chaj-ged  Toulan  to 
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transmit  to  him,— a  memorable  note,  which  M.  Ohauveau- 
Lagarde  was  the  first  to  publish,  in  his  "  Note  Hiatorique  aur 
lea  ProcSs  de  Marie  Antoinette  et  de  Madame  Elisabeth  :" 

"  We  have  had  a  pleasant  dream  ;  that  ia  all.  But  there 
has  been  this  great  gain  to  me  from  it,  that  it  has  furnished 
to  me  a  fresh  proof  of  your  entire  devotion  towards  me.  My 
confidence  in  you  is  boundless.  You  will  ever  find  in  me 
firmness  and  courage  ;  but  the  interest  of  my  son  ia  my  sole 
guide.  However  great  my  happiness  in  q^uitting  this  place,  I 
cannot  consent  to  separate  from  him.  I  could  feel  no  enjoy- 
ment apart  from  ray  children,  and  this  idea  leaves  me  without 
even  a  regret  at  my  resolution," 

The  Queen,  as  if  filled  with  a  sinister  fore-knowledge,  said, 
further,  to  Toulan  :  "  As  matters  are  now  proceeding  I  may. 
at  any  moment,  be  deprived  of  all  communication  with  others. 
There  are  the  wedding-ring,  the  seal,  ,and  the  packet  of  family 
hair,  for  the  recovery  of  which  1  am  indebted  to  you  alone  I 
request  you  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Oheval'er  de 
Jaijayes,  entreating  him  to  convey  them  to  Monsieur  and  to 
the  Count  d'Artois,  with  the  letters  whioh  my  sister  and  I  have 
jnst  written  to  our  brothers."* 

'  The  Queen's  letter  to  Monsieur  ran  thus  : 

"Having  a  faithful  being  on  whom  «e  can  relj,  I  avail  mjaelf  of  him 
to  send  to  my  brother  aud  fi'iend  this  deposit,  which  oan  fitlj  be  confl<Icd 
on\j  to  his  hands.  Ths  hearer  trill  acquaint  you  hy  nhat  miracle  we  have 
ohi^ned  possession  of  these  preaiouB  pledges,  I  reserve  to  tnyself  the 
pi  asnre  of  one  day  (filling  you  the  nama  of  Mm  who  has  been  bo  usafnl  to 
n.  Tl  iraposaibility  under  which  we  have  hitherto  laboured  of  couiiau- 
n  atmg  with  you,  and  the  excess  of  our  miseries,  malies  ne  feel  sffll  more 
aoQlelj  our  cruel  separation ;  may  it  not  he  much  longer  protraeted !  I 
mb  a  you,  meanwhile,  as  I  love  you,  and  thnf,  jou  Imow,  is  with  my 
V.}   1    ]   art. 

"M.  A." 
At  the  foot  of  this  bttei-  Marie  Tliur&se  wrotp  these  tao  lines  ; 
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TrauBmi^ioa  of  the  wedding-ring  and  scat. 

Intrusted  with  these  cominissioiia  towards  tlie  end  of 
March,  it  was  not  until  the  first  week  in  Mny  that  M.  de  Jar- 
jayes  was  enabled  to  convey  them  to  their  destination ;  the 
seal  find  llie  packet  of  hiur  to  Monsieur ;  the  ring  and  the  hair 
of  Louis  XVI.  to  the  Count  d'Artois,^= 

u  with  my 


Tlie  following  is  thu  letter  rroni  ll.u  Queen  to  the  Count  d'Artola  : 

"Having  at  length  found  means  to  confide  to  our  brother  one  of  the 
oiilj  pledges  that  remain  to  ua  of  the  being  whom  wa  all  cherish  and 
deplore,  I  have  thonghc  that  jou  would  be  pleased  to  possess  Eomethinj; 
that  had  belonged  to  him :  keep  it,  in  token  of  the  tender  friendship  with 
which  I  embrace  you — heartily  '.  heai'tily  ! 

Madame  Elizabiith  wrote  to  MonBteur  : 

"I  enjoy,  by  anticipation,  the  pleasure  you  will  espei'ience  in  receiving 
this  pledge  of  friendBhip  and  of  confidence.  To  he  once  more  with  you, 
and  to  see  you  happy,  is  all  I  desire.  You  know  hew  deeply  I  love  you.  I 
embrace  you  witli  wy  whole  heart. 

"E.  M." 

And  to  the  Count  d'Artois  thus  : 

"  What  happiness  for  me,  my  dear  friend,  my  brother  !  io  Lb  thus  able, 
after  so  long  an  interval,  to  express  to  jou  the  sentiments  that  All  my 
heart  1  How  I  have  suffered  in  thought  tor  you  I  A  lime  will  come,  I 
hope,  when  I  shall  be  able  to  embrace  you,  and  to  tell  yon  that  never  will 
you  have  a  tr'ter  or  tenderer  friend  than  1 1  jon  know  it,  T  hope. 

•'E.  M," 

•  The  raifision  was  thus  fulfilled  : 

M.  de  Jaijajes  first  repaired  to  Tours,  where  tlie  King  of  Sardinia 
detained  him,  employing  him  about  his  person,  and  forwarding,  by  eitro- 
ordinary  cnurier.  the  despatches  with  which  M.  de  Jaijayes  was  intrusted. 
In  repiy,  Monsienr  wrote,  with  his  own  himd,  a  letter  to  M.  de  Jaijayes, 
ilattd  HanoviT,  14th  May,  1793,  in  which  he  thus  expressed  his  feelmgs  : 

' '  You  la  pi  d  n  ny  h  1  il  nost  precious  possession  I  have  in 
the  world  th  ly  cal  eo  wlat  n  1 1  ava  experienced  sine*  our  misfor- 
tunes.   Th      I  tt      an  I  the    tl      il  dge  of  their  friendship,  of  their 
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This  month  of  March,  that  was  now  dosing,  had  n 
the  uprising  against  the  progress  of  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment of  a  powerful  opposition,  the  leaders  of  which  sat  in  the 
National  Convention,  and  commanded  the  national  armies. 
The  kings  who  were  mating  war  against  France  were 
dividing  amongst  themselves  tlie  finest  provinces  of  Poland ; 
the  excited  people  arose ;  the  torches  of  civil  war  were  lighted 
in  our  departments;  the  wound  made  hy  tie  regicide  of  the 
91st  January  grew  daily  wider  and  deeper. 

On  the  1st  April  the  south  yielded  to  the  appeal  of  the 
west,  and  the  acclamations  of  Beaucaire  answered  the  cannons 
of  Sables-d'Olonne.  On  the  same  daj  fresh  measures  of  pre- 
caution were  taken  by  the  Commune.*     On  the  2nd  of  April, 

confidenco,  have  filled  m;  heart  with  tha  mniit  soathing  feelings.  I  quite 
approve  of  tha  reasons  which  induce  jou  io  remain  in  Piedmont.  Con- 
tinue to  seri-o  our  young  and  unhappy  King,  as  yoii  linvo  served  the  bro- 
ther whom  I  shall  deplore  to  my  latest  hour." 

•  Municipality  of  Paris. 

H.i^ii'act  <roni  the  Register  of  the  Deliberationa  of  the  Coundi-Geuei'ol, 

o!  the  1st  April,  1193,  year  2  of  the  Eepuhlie. 

' '  On  the  requisition  of  the  atlorney-general  of  the  Comnjnne, 

' '  The  council-general  decrees ; 

"Ist.  Tlmtno  person  on  goitnl,  or  othenvise,  at  the  Temple  shall  de- 
sign any  object  whatever  there.  If  any  one  is  detected  conti'avening  this 
decree  he  shall  be  instantly  arrested,  tmd  brought  before  the  council-gene- 
ral, esecuUng,  in  this  partienlar,  the  funodoos  of  governor. 

"2nd.  The  commissariea  of  the  cuitneil,  on  duly  at  the  Temple,  sLall 
hold  no  private  conversation  wluitever  irith  the  persons  nader  detendon, 
and  lake  upon  themselves  no  commission  whatever  for  them. 

"  3rd,  Tbe  said  eomraiBsaries  are,  in  like  manner,  forbidden  Io  make 
any  change  or  innovation  in  the  regulations  heretofore  observed  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  interior  of  the  Temple, 

"dth.  Hopersonempbyedin  the  service  of  the  Temple  shall  enter  the 

"  Sth.  That  there  shall  be  alnays  two  commissaries  with  the  prisoners. 

"6th.  That  neither  Tlson  nor  his  wife  shall  quit  the  tower,  nor  com- 
municate in  any  waj  with  any  person  whatever  outside. 

"Hh.  That  no  conunissary  of  the  Temple  shall  send  or  receive  Setters 
until  iJiey  hare  been  previously  read  to  tho  council  of  the  Temple. 

"81h.  When  the  prisoners  wait  on  the  platfoim  of  the  tower,  thoy 
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FliRhtofDnniouriez. 

a  decree  of  accasation  was  launched  ^aiast  General  Paoli, 
commandant  in  Corsica;  and,  on  the  3rd,  another  decree 
granted  300,000  livrea  to  whomsoever  should  deliver  up  the 
infamous  Dumomiez,  dead  or  alive.  Dumouriez  had  hoped  to 
plsy  the  military  dictator  in  the  terrible  crisis  which  hourly 
grew  more  alarming.  But,  twice  defeated,  driven  from  Hol- 
land, which  he  had  just  before  conquered,  and  then  from  Bel- 
gium, ho  was  losing  his  army ;  and,  in  the  Assembly,  he 
was  losing  the  support  of  the  two  influential  parties — tho 
Gironde  and  the  Mountain — by  the  unequivocal  manifestation 
of  his  intention  to  estabhsh  a  coastitutional  monarchy  in  favour 
of  the  Orleans  family.  The  Convention  sent  commissaries  to 
his  camp,  charged  to  signify  to  him  the  order  to  present 
himself  at  its  bar:  the  commissaries  were  Camus,  Baacal, 
Quinette,  and  Lamarque,  accompanied  by  Beumonville,  minis- 
ter at  war.  Dumouriez  arrested  them,  and  handed  them  over 
to  the  Austrians.  After  this  proceeding  he  had  no  other  alter- 
native than,  by  flight,  to  avoid  the  fate  which  awaited  him. 
Go  the  ith  AprO  he  took  refuge  within  tho  Austrian  lines, 
and  nest  day  was  followed  thither  by  Generals  Valence  and 
Orleans,  junior,  by  the  two  Thouvonots,  and  by  a  portion  of 
the  hussars  of  Berchigny 

shall  aln'tiye  bo  aBcompanied  bj  three  commissiuiea,  and  by  tlio  officer  in 
comnianii  of  tJia  post,  who  shall  ivateh  them.  BcrnpnIoaBlj. 

"  0th.  Conformably  wiili  the  preceding  decrees,  each  member  of  the 
oomieil  who  ahall  be  iiominaied  to  serve  at  the  Temple,  shall  be  referred  fo 
the  consideialjon  of  tlie  ooiincil-general,  and  upon  the  objeotion,  without 
any  reason  assigned,  of  any  one  member  of  tliat  council,  sttch  nominee 
ehttU  be  rejected. 

"10th.  Lastly,  the  department  of  public  works  ahall  to-morrow  exe- 
cute the  Horka  mentioned  in  its  decree  of  the  26tli  of  March  last. 


"  This  eitfaot  is  coiTect 

"  OODi-OiiBBAU,  Registrar." 

"  Copied  from  the  Kegistei'. 

"Yon." 
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Intelligence  of  these  events  no  sooner  reached  Paris  than 
decrees  of  the  Convention  doubled  tbe  guard  at  the  Temple.* 
created  a  committee  of  public  safety,  Saturday.  6th  April, 
and  placed  the  whole  family  of  the  Bom'boos  under  ant'st. 
Already,  on  27th  March,  Robespierre  had  proposed  iheir 
banishment  from  the  territory  of  the  republic,  widi  the  exce[)- 
IJon  of  Marie  Antoinette,  who  was  to  be  brought  before  the 
revolutionary  tribunal,  and  of  tlie  son  of  Capet,  who  ivas  lo 
remain  under  detention  in  the  tower  of  the  Temple  :  the  Con- 
vention had  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day  on  Eobeapierre's 
motion,  but,  circumstances  now  appearing  to  enforce  it,  it  was 
renewed,  with  aggravated  features,  and  at  once  adopted. 

The  possessor,  for  some  days  paat,  of  two  letters  wliich  he 
had  received  from  Monsieur  the  Count  de  Provence,  Sauteno 
feared  he  should  compromise  himself  by  keepieg  them  secret 
any  longer,  and,  accordingly,  on  Sunday,  the  7th,  he  forwarded 
them  to  the  Convention,  and  gave  intimation  of  them  to  the 
council-general  of  the  Commune.  In  these  letters,  addressed : 
•'  A  Monsieur  le  Commandant-Oeneral  de  la  Forte  Annie  de 
Paris,"  the  Prince  declared  that  he  himself  was  Eegeiit  of  the 
kingdom,  and  that  hia  nephew  had  been  King  since  the  Slst 
January,  the  day  on  which  a  criminal  blow  had  decapitated 
Louis  XVI.-f     These  two  letters  were  not  read  to  the  As- 

•  Deci-ee  of  ihe  National  Convention. 

■'4th  April,  1T93,  jeni- 3  of  the  French  Republic, 
'■  The  Nittional  Convention  deoi'ees  that  tlie  eoniioi I- general  of  llic 
Commune  of  Poris  sfiall  forthwilh  double  the  gunril  ,it  the  Temple. 
"Ve.iBed, 

"Deledot,  Examiner  of  Votca." 
"  Comixired  wilh  the  orisinal  by  us,  President  and  Secrefai'j 
of  Ihe  Nntional  Convention. 

"  D  ELM  AS,  President. 
"Melliko,  Secretai'j." 


...Coogic 


sembly  in  public  Bitting;  ilieir  probable  influence  on  public 
opinioa  was  too  seusibly  apprehended;  and  SanteiTe  was  cen- 
sured for  haying  mentioned  these  commtmi cations,  in  the  dif- 
ficult circumstances  under  which  the  factions  tJien  were.  More 
fai--8ighted  men,  however,  saw  no  political  unskilfulness  in 
tliat  which  was  really  the  profound  calculation  of  prudence  and 

The  agitation  that  was  up-stirring  France  and  Europe  did 
not  disturb  the  dull  interior  of  the  tower  of  the  Temple,  and 
the  young  King,  who  waa  recognised  abroad,  and  proclaimed 
in  some  districts  of  the  national  territory,  remained  merely 
an  naJiappy  and  unfortunate  prisoner,  ignorant  of  all  that  was 
being  done  in  his  name.  His  mother,  herself,  lioew  but  very 
Httle  of  what  was  passing  around.  The  profound  grief  of  the 
royal  widow  waa  varied  only  by  her  sufferings  from  the  cruel 
treatment  to  which,  as  a  prisoner,  she  was  subjected  by  her 
jailers.  The  affliction  of  the  woe-stricken  Queen  was  changed 
in  its  nature,  but  affliction  was  still  visited  upon  her.  Every 
form  of  anguish  was  depicted  on  her  emaciated  features,  and 
yet,  at  times,  a  faint  smile  would  rise  for  a  moment  to  her 
hps,  as  slie  looked  on  her  children,  the  potent  and  sacred 
bonds  which  still  attached  her  to  this  earth.  Beside  her 
bloomed  the  clear,  fresh  features  of  a  young  girl,  already  re- 
have  printed  at  tlie  conimsneoment  of  this  uhapter.  Corresponding  olr- 
jularH  \tere,  at  tliis  periixl,  diatri  bated  throogliout  the  provinces.  We  read 
m  the  Jaumal  des  Dsbats  el  dee  Deerets,  No.  310,  p.  2fll,  in  the  report  of 
the  Hitting  of  flie  Hatiocal  Convention,  of  14th  April,  1T93 : 

"  The  commiBsnrics  sent  intn  the  departmenta  of  La  Moselle  and  La 
Meurthe  write  worjl  that  tlieir  mission  is  almost  completed  ;  the  recmkin^ 
was  effaoted  with  the  greatest  activity,  &o. 

"7a  their  letter  is  subjoined  a  jadgment  of  the  criminitl  trcbona], 
csaaag  to  be  bartied  b;  the  public  executioner  a  declaration  of  the  heretofore 
Monaiear,  calling  himself  '  Regent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Irflnee,'  and  letters- 
patent  of  the  heretofore  Count  d'Arloie,  describing  himself  na  '  Lieutenant- 
General  of  the  Kingdom.' 

"•  The  Assembly  applauded  tlie  condnct  of  the  judges  of  tliis  criminal 
tribnnal.  and  ordered  honnurable  mention  to  bo  made  thereof." 
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sembljiig,  in  spiritual  development,  those  Christian  vii^na 
who  grew  around  the  martyrs  and.  confessors  of  old, — already 
worthy  to  he  to  her  mother  a  friend.  In  her  ear  sounded 
the  soft  voice  of  a  boy-child,  seeking  her  heart,  I^astly, 
Madame  Elizabeih  was  there, — fit  sister  of  Louis  XVI. ! — a 
mother  to  his  children ;  the  best  and  most  holy  of  friends  : 
who,  ivearing  Heaven  in  her  heart  and  in  her  eyes,  soothed 
the  most  cruel  panga  with  the  balm  of  her  words,  and  with 
her  angelic  gaze  re-assured  the  soul. 

Tison  and  his  wife  fulfilled,  without  intermission,  the 
odious  part  so  aptly  intrusted  to  them.  The  Dauphin  as 
though  he  had  thoroughly  divined  their  character,  had  con- 
ceived for  them  aa  avereion  which,  notwithstanding  his  mother's 
recommendations,  he  could  not  conceal  from  them.  Having 
been  one  day  severely  reprimanded  by  Vincent,  the  municipal 
on  duty,  the  two  Cerberi  conceived  that  some  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  Dauphin  had  procured  for  them  this  rebuke.  In 
the  evening,  after  Vincent's  departure,  they  burst  into  the 
Queen's  apartment,  and  proceeded  to  abuse  the  royal  boy, 
wliom  they  objurgated  as  spy  and  informer,  epithets  which  so 
exactly  applied  to  themselves.  "  No  member  of  my  family  is 
capable  of  striking  people  in  the  dark, "  said  Marie  Antoinette ; 
"  nor  I  of  pennitUng  it."  This  remai-k  struck  home ;  the 
odious  pair  withdrew,  launching,  as  they  went,  insult  upon  the 
Queen,  curses  oii  her  son.  The  boy  protested  against  them 
with  energy,  with  indignation.  "They  are  in  anger,"  said 
Madame  Elizabeth  to  him,  gently ;  "  pardon  them."  The 
word  pardon  was  heard  by  Tison,  who  rushed  back  in  perfect 
fury  ;  "  Pardon  them  !"  cried  he;  "  a  f.ne  idea '.  We  are  come 
to  a  pretty  pass  !  Do  you  forget  that  it  is  the  people  alone  who 
have  the  right  to  pardon?  He  you  call  King  had  no  son  big 
enough  to  defend  him,  and  ho  has  left  none  strong  enough  to 
revenge  him." 

Tison's  fury  did  not  stop  there.  A  freah  municipal,  acting 
undoT  his  influence,  went  up  and  reprimanded  the  prisoners, 
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informing  tliem  that  the  virtuous  eitkerts  viho  had  been  placed 
io  charge  of  them  knew  perfectly  well  what  their  duty  was, 
and  how  to  perfoim  it.  Thenceforward,  during  the  confer- 
ences, Marie  Th^r^se  and  her  mother  retoained  almost  con- 
stantly in  tho  turret,  in  order  that  the  boy  might  not  fall 
into  any  involuntary  indiscretion.  With  the  exception  of  the 
petty  annoyances  to  which  their  vulgar  keepers  suhjectod 
them,  the  prisoners  now  enjoyed  a  repose  and  liberty  which 
had  hitherto  been  withheld  from  them.  The  violent  political 
agitation  which  had  marked  the  commencement  of  March 
had  subsided.  Paris  was  calm ;  at  all  events  ou  the  surface ; 
the  constituted  authorities  answered  for  its  tranijuillity ;  and 
the  daily  visits  he  paid  to  the  Temple  convinced  Santerre 
of  the  rigid  security  of  th^t  state-prison,  and  of  the  inutility 
of  maintaining  so  numerous  a  guard  there.  He,  accordingly, 
proposed  to  the  counoi!  of  the  Commune  to  reduce  the  guard 
to  one  hundred  men  and  a  company  of  artillery.  The  pro- 
position, however,  happening  to  be  made  at  an  inopportune 
moment,  was  not  adopted.  He  also  pi-oposed  to  victual 
the  men  on  sen-ice  at  the  guard-house,  so  that  they  might 
remain  all  day  at  their  post;  and  the  council  of  tho  Commune, 
accordingly,  granted  three  francs  per  diem  for  this  purpose  to 
every  soldier  on  duty  who  should  apply  for  it ;  but  the  decree 
was  not  actfid  upon.  Tho  registers  of  the  Commune,  indeed, 
present  numerous  instances  of  decrees  which  remained  inoper- 
ative ;  sometimes  the  measures  adopted  on  tho  previous  day 
were  formally  recalled,  in  other  cases  they  simply  remained 
without  effect. 

As  to  the  diminution  of  the  guard,  the  commandant  of  the 
armed  force  of  Paris,  so  far  from  having  his  proposition 
adopted,  was  emphatically  invited  to  apply  still  greater  activity, 
still  closer  heed  to  the  aeivii,o  confided  to  him 

The  newapipeis  were  not  the  only  readmg  which  had  its 
impros&ion  on  pulhc  opmion  An  old  book — rue,  notwith 
alluding   tl  L     t,\en   n    iij,H    tditiin..  it  hid    j^ono   thioujih 
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••  The  MirMlit  Liber: 

between  1498  aiid  1534,  during  the  religious  and  political 
troubles  which  then  desolated  France  and  Europe, — suddenly 
iesaed  from  the  obscure  shelf  of  a  book  collector,  and  arrested 
public  attention  as  containing  predictions  full  of  singular 
analogies  with  the  leading  events  of  the  Revolution.  This 
curious  book,  printed  in  Gothic  type,  and  in  two  parts,  one 
in  Latin  flie  other  in  French,  is  entitled  "  Mtrabilis  Liber, 
qui  propltetias  revolutionesque,  neenon  res  mmindas  preteritat, 
prBsmtes  or  futuras,  aperte  demonstTat,"'i  Some  dreamers, 
■who  sougbt  to  give  this  5>ook  a  pious  origin,  attributed  it  to 
Saint  Cesftrius,  bishop  of  Aries,  who  died  in  544 ;  others, 
assigning  to  it  a  less  ancient  date,  considered  it  the  production  of 
Jacques  de  Nostre-Dame,  father  of  the  Michael,  who,  under  the 
name  of  Nostradamits,  became  so  celebrated  for  his  prophecies. 
This  Provencal  family,  who  were  converts  from  the  Hebrew 
imth,  claimed  to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  renowned  for  its 
gift  of  prescience.  However  this  may  be,  these  prophecies, 
becoming  the  sulgect  of  general  conversation,  attracted  to  the 
national  libraiy  men  of  credulous  hearts  or  inquiring  minds. 
Charged  with  havii^ — in  the  execution  of  their  duty — commu- 
nicated this  seditious  volume  to  readers,  several  keepers  of  the 
library  were  arrested,  and  dismissed  from  their  appointments. 
The  learned  Van  Praet  mas  obliged  to  conceal  himself:  his 
prodigious  memory  had  rendered  him  a  suspected  person  :  it 
mas  imputed  t«  him  that,  of  necessity,  he  must  have  sympathies 
with  periods  in  all  the  books  with  wiiich  he  was  acquainted  : 
the  living  catalogue  of  a  great  library  could  not  be  other  than 

The  following  was  the  most  compromised  and  the  most 
compromising  passage  in  this  singular  book:   "  Juvenia  oapti- 

vatm  qui  reeuperaUt  coronam  litU -fimdalvs,  destruet  ftlioi 

Bruti." — "  The  young  captive,  who  will  recover  tlie  crown  of 
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the  lily — eatablislipd  oa  tlip  throne  will  destroy  the  aons  of 
B      IS 

In      n  b  n      n       h      e  e  p  e<i  a    ep    i       ke 

hope  ind  by  fe      and    Ui  h  s  perst  t  on  difEu  ed  an 
pe  p  e  came    umo    s  wh  h  we  e     ot  less  e       la  ed  e  p 

the  a  te     on     f    be  Ja  ob    s  on    be  a  ert         was  s.  a 

since  the  deseition  of  Dumounez  his  aimy  barf  dispersed, 
merely  for  the  purpose  cf  veiling  that  geneva!  s  pi  n  but  that 
It  was  piepaied  at  anj  time  saddenh  to  assemble  at  tht  (ery 
gates  of  Paris  to  caiij  that  phn  into  execution  the  object 
lemg  tbe  iehvpiaiii-e  of  Louis  WII  and  the  lestintion  of 
constilntional  royalty  Utteih  absurl  an  the'ie  statements 
mere  they  excited  mens  imaginations  and  directed  pibli 
flttentioa  to^iaids  the  Temple  This  was  eqiu\alent  to  pointing 
out  Mctima  to  the  exei-utioner  But  tliougb  the  populace  vms 
eageily  impatient  foi  a  wew  tiagedy  tiiough  the  section  ot 
Fmi&tferre  (FauLsiuig  Saint  Mai ceau;  callel  upon  all  the  other 
sections  of  Pins  to  demand  collectively  fioai  the  Convention 
tJiat  the  tilal  of  tht  wite  an!  sisfei  tf  Capet  should  fortliwith 
commenie  and  tliat  suie  measures  shcula  be  taken  to  pievent 
the  son  of  tiie  tjrait  from  ever  8uu'«edmg  to  his  fatbei  * 
although  Marat  supported  «ith  ali  bis  influence  these  vdci 
ferous  demands  no  fiesii  measure  was,  decieed  by  the  Convm 
ticn  with  refeienoe  to  the  prisoners  ij.  the  Temple      On  an 

*  "  A  deputation  of  tlie  sectiaii  or^inist^rre  aniiounced  that  lliere  hod 
been  disoorered  at  Ciiantillj,  in  the  ci-demni  palaca  of  the  traitor  Ooiide, 
',300  marks  of  silver,  ond  the  correspondence  of  that  wretch  ivitK  Marie 
Antoinette  and  Bliziebeth. 

"They  demanded  tliat  the  sections  of  Paris  and  the  cantonH  shonld. 
assemble  and  draw  np  an  address  to  the  ConvenUon  for  the  trial  of  these 
three  celelirated  criminals,  and  for  having  measures  adopted  so  that  the 
sun  of  Capet  maj  not  Eucce«d  Iiis  father,  or  participate  iu  his  crimes. 

"The  council-general  approved  of  the  wise  measui-es  proposed  by 
the  iicction  of  Pinistivre,  and  invited  tho  deputation  to  take  part  in  the 
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Porilion  of  tlis  faoKoiiB. 

animated  diacusaion  between  the  Mountain  and  the  Giroiide 
tJie  advantage  remained  with  the  latter;  and  in  a  speech, 
wherein  is  discernible  a  certain  degree  of  interest  in  the  son 
and  daughter  of  Louia  XVI.,  Gensonne  went  so  far  as  to 
demand  that  the  municipalitj  of  Paris  should  bo  declared 
responaible  for  their  safety.  These  words  of  a  man  who  had 
voted  for  the  King's  death,  and  who  seemed  to  compassionate 
the  wretchedness  of  the  King's  children,  necessarily  irritated 
the  jailers  of  the  tower,  and  already  marked  the  speaker  out 
to  the  blow  of  his  adversaries.*  The  antagonisms  in  the 
Assembly  became  more  and  more  inveterate,  and  the  dis- 
±1  d  m       fl        b  t  thoie  who  represented 

th  h  1       f         1  t        y    p  nion.     There  was  aji 

mm  t  m  It        th     C  t  Tuesday,  9th  April, 

f  t    tl     d  m  d    by  h     ection  of  Bon-Oonseil 

f  d  f  {,81    t  th     deputies  marked   by 

p  bb      p  t     t        t     th  try.      The  Mountain 

ed    t  th    G       d         d  tl     G       d      t  the  Mountain.     On 
S  tl  d  3    13t!    Ap  I        1  w      1   mched  against  Marat 

himself,  charged  with  having  preached  maaaacre  and  pillage, 
and  with  having  said  that  a  tnumyirate  was  needed  for  Erance. 
Acquitted  on  the  18th  by  the  revolutionary  trilmnal,  "the 
Friend  of  the  People"  was  crowned  with  oak,  and  borne  in 
triumph  to  tlie  Convention,  where  he  resumed  his  wonted  seat, 
Kobespierre  and  Danton  were  reconciled,  and  embraced  each 
other,  each  fully  determined  to  strangle  the  other  at  the  ear- 
liest opportunity;  a  common  bate  uniting  them,  meanwhile, 
against  the  Gironde,  whom  they  desired  to  crush,  as  we  see 
wolves  banding  together  in  the  forest  to  hunt  one  common 
piey, — there  is  this  difference :  the  proj  once  brought  down, 
the  wolves  divide  it  among  them;  the  revolutionists  contend 
for  it,  and  tear  it  from  one  another. 

le  Girondists  who  were  led  to  tlie 
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DeQiindadon  by  Tisdd. 

All  this  time  Tison  was  performing  in  tlie  tower  his  part 
of  spy,  precm'sive  to  that  of  denouncer.  Though  secretly 
wrought,  the  web  of  Toulan's  construction  had  not  been  so 
completely  hidden  that  all  its  threads  had  escaped  the  ol^or- 
vation  of  the  Argua  of  the  Temple  :  or  rather,  wholly  distrusted 
as  he  was  by  the  moderate  municipals,  and  having  never  been 
admitted  into  the  least  approach  to  their  confidence,  it  was 
from  instinct,  rather  than  from  observation,  that  suspicion  had 
arisen  in  his  mind.  Since  the  removal  of  Toulan  and  Lepitre 
he  had  fully  comprehended  that,  for  the  more  effectual  accom- 
plishment of  his  chaise,  he  must,  in  some  way  or  other, 
thoroughly  make  himself  master  of  all  that  was  saying  and 
doing  about  him,  and  that  his  only  means  of  effecting  this 
oigect  was  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  commissaries :  the 
downright  ruffian  turned  hypocrite.  Rugged  as  before  with 
the  rugged  among  the  keepers  whom  the  Commune  placed  in 
the  Temple,  \vith  the  newcomers,  whom  he  did  not  as  yet 
know,  he  was  all  pliancy ;  with  the  well-meaning  he  affected 
general  compassion,  with  those  who  fairly  manifested  the  sen- 
sibility of  their  hearts  he  affected  to  be  in  ecstacies  with  tlie 
gentle  graces  of  the  young  prisoner.  When  the  knave  thought 
he  had  insinuated  himself  into  some  niinda,  had  peneti'ated 
some  hearts, — although  he  had  as  yet  only  vague  suspioioiiSj — 
he  hastened,  in  concert  with  his  wife,  to  wiite,  on  Friday,  19th 
April,  to  the  council  of  the  Temple :  "  That  the  widow  and  the 
sister  of  the  last  tyrant  had  gained  over  several  municipal 
officers ;  that  by  these  ofBcera  they  were  made  acquainted  with 
all  the  events  that  took  place,  received  from  thera  the  public 
papers,  and,  by  their  means,  kept  up  a  correspondence  with 
their  friends  "*     In  proof  of  the  latter  statement,  the  woman 

*  The  fglloiviiig  is  an  acconnt  of  vliut  passed  in  the  councU-general  of 
the  Commane,  an  the  occasion  of  this  denanciation : 

"One  of  the  commissarieBof  the  Temple  read  a  report  draainop  at  the 
Temple,  in  presenea  of  the  mnjor,  of  the  attoiney^^eral  of  the  Conimnne, 
and  61  the  coinraissarieH  on  duty. 
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Tison  sent  don-n  to  the  council  a  candlestick  wbich  she  haii 
taken  from  the  chamber  of  Madame  Elizabeth,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  municipal  officer  a  drop  of  sealing-wax  which  had 
fallen  on  it.  In  point  of  fact,  the  Princess  had,  that  morning, 
given  to  Turgy,  as  he  himself  relates*  a  sealed  note  for  the 
Abbe  Edgeworth,  her  confessor. 

Next  day,  Hubert  proceeded  to  the  tower,  not  in  the  (lay 
time,  during  which  the  royal  family  were  in  a  continual  state  ol 


houaeliold  Berifice  at  tha  Temple,  the  other,  by  Aniie-Victoire  liaiiilel,  ivilV 
of  Tison,  oIeo  employed  in  the  ecrvioe  ot  the  Temple. 

"  It  results,  fcnra  these  declarationa,  that  several  members  of  the  onim 
cU,  viz.,  Toulan,  Lepitre,  Brunot,  Moelle,  Vijiceut  {huUder),  nnd  tin 
physicinii  of  the  Temple,  are  suspeuteil  of  having  fumiBhed  (hmi  witli 
wafers,  BBaling-wni,  pencils,  paper,  nnri,  in,  a  ii'oril,  of  liiiving  ([iven  theii" 
the  materials  nnit  the  means  orflccret  coirespondence. 

"Toiilaji  and  Vincent  demanJeil  iJiat  forthwith  roranilsmiriia  nhnM 
be  appointed  to  place  seals  on  fvpvjthiiijf  in  tlipir  aboilcs, 

"In  oonapqnpiiee,  the  eoiiiiuil-geiKTnl  nominated  Cailleux  ami  J<'iiiiii0 
to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  abode  of  citizen  Tmilan  ami  seal  his  papers  . 

"Nominated,  in  like  miuiiier,  Pnvonne  and  Sounrd  to  proccoil  fiirlli- 
with  to  thE  abode  of  citizen  Vioueiit,  and  affix  seals  on  his  pa|>ers,  ejitiiiiiy 
those  having  refei'enee  to  the  eommiBsion  of  the  wonnded  of  the  lOil) 
Augnst,  u'hereof  he  boa  charge. 

"  Tlie  four  commissaripji  were  directed  to  coll  npon  the  police  mitgis- 
trate  of  the  aection  in  which  tliey  were  to  operate,  to  assist  them  in  their 
prooeedin^ 

"  As  to  the  snBpccted  citizens  who  Ker«  absent,  viz.,  Lepitre,  Moelk', 
Bnino^  and  the  physician,  the  council-genei'al  decreed  that  the  polin; 
should  forChwitli  seal  np  oil  their  papers. 

"And,  1111  the  requisition  of  the  attomey-geneial  of  the  Commune,  Ih" 
council-general  nominaifid  FoUope,  Minier,  Louvet,  and  BenoSt,  to  prroriil 
fbrthwith  fo  the  Temple,  to  inetilule  there  whotevcr  researches  thoy  should 
thik  fit,  and  al?o  to  search  the  persons  of  tha  said  prisoners. 

"  Also,  tluit  the  s£ud  commissaries  sliould  remove  the  seals  placed  on 
the  apartment  of  the  defunct  Louis  Capet,  In  order  to  make  all  necessary 
search  ibirre  also. 

"  Helicrl,  deputy-syndic,  was  noraiuated  with  the  otlier  commifisaries 
to  pnisMute  these  searches." 

(Sitting  of  30th  April,  lt03.) 

•  '.'  Fragmeali  HUstnnqaex  any  la  Ca/illnlti  ite  Sa  Fam'lle  Royale."  By 
Turjv  :  p',ililiHli->d  by  Urilian!,  in  lire  a|)pi'nili.t  to  his  "Memoires  Hhtoriqves 
lur  r.mh  XFII.,"  3fd  editjwi. 
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The  royal  family  scBrolie.1. 

anxious  e\cit«ment,  but  after  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the  hour  al 
which  thoy  were  wont  to  expect,  at  least,  privacy  and  freedom 
fi-om  interruption.  In  coming  upon  them  thus  unawares,  he, 
doubtless,  hoped  to  detect  them  in  the  very  fact  of  secret 
machination  a  and  clandestine  correspondence  The  ncman 
Tison,  wlio  was  sent  for  to  search  the  Princesses  found  un  the 
(Jueeii  nothing  but  a  red  moroeoo  pocket  hook  in  which  were 
written,  with  pencil,  Bome  addresses,  and  on  Madame  Eliza 
lieth  notliiog  but  a  stick  of  sealing-wax,  which  had  been  U'^ed 
and  some  box-wood  powder  in  the  same  p"ipei  Thp^e  disoo 
veries,  iasufficient  as  they  were,  creating  the  hope  of  more 
the  search  was  prosecuted  with  redoubled  aidrar  The  yoaug 
Prince  was  asleep  :  the  commissaries  of  the  Commune  lougbly 
pulled  him  out  of  bed,  in  oi-der  to  search  it :  ins  mother  folded 
him,  half-perishing  with  cold,  in  her  arms.  They  searched 
the  mattrass,  the  bedding,  his  clothes,  but  found  nothing  what- 
ever ;  we  are  wrong  :  the  labour  of  the  commissaries  was  not 
fruitless ;  in  searching  among  the  effects  of  Marie-Therese 
they  made  a  fresh  discovery.  "  They  took  from  me,"  says 
Madame  Eoyale.  in  the  narrative  she  has  left  of  the  captivity 
in  the  Temple,  "  a  sacre-cceur,  and  a  prayer  for  France."  A 
prayer  for  the  country  which  had  left  her  father  to  die :  an 
image  of  tho  heart  of  a  God  who  died  to  save  mankind!  These 
were  the  objects  which  the  envoys  of  the  Revolution  found  on 
tile  peraon  of  the  orphan  of  the  Temple,  faithful  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  immortal  Testament.  The  visit,  commenced 
at  a  quarter  to  eleven  at  night,  did  not  terminate  till  tivo 
o'clock  in  the  morning.* 


■  Extract  from  the  report  druwn  up  by  tiie  oommiaaarieB  appointed  to 

make  a  close  eenrch  in  the  upartments  of  the  prisoners  detained  in 

the  totver  of  tlie  Temple. 

"  This  day,  20th  April,  IMS,  at  a  qnarter  to  eleven  in  the  erening,  in 

execution  of  the  decree  of  the  council -general,  we,  the  underBigned,  pro- 

ceedeil  to  tho  tower  of  the  Temple,  where,  at  (he  hour  above-Blated,  na 

.jiceuded  tu  the  .ipartmants  of  lAxoK  Antoinette,  widow  Capet,  and  of  liei 
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Therojairamlj  semlBil 

Thiee  days  wfteiwirds  Tuei^ilay  J3rd  Apn]  the  commia- 
sanea  leturned  to  tlie  charge  deputed  to  remote  the  eeala 
placed  on  the  apartment  of  Loras  X\I  they  mids  further 
reaearthes  in  the  apartments  of  the  suniving  pi  sorters  The 
sUok  of  seilmg  wax,  10  far  confiiming  li&on  9  statement,  liad 
mspiied  them  with  the  hope  of  making  other  discoveries; 
but  they  found   only  a  hat,  whiuh  Madame   Eliiiabeth  had 

oMldren,  to  commence  the  exuuinalioa  of  the  famitore  and  the  search  of 
pi3Tf':iiLS,  as  fallows  : 

"Fhat,  npon  entering  the  ohiunber  of  the  said  widoiv  Capet  we 
sesTched  the  fumitoTe,  amongst  nhich  ve  found  uathiug  suspicions :  onlj, 
on  a  night-table  there  wm  a  small  book  entitled  'Jimrn4e  da  Cltrilien,' 
in  wliioh  was  a  figure,  coloured  red,  representing,  on  one  side,  a  Iieart  in 
flames,  pierced  nith  a  Bword,  and  encircled  hj  stara,  with,  this  legend  : 
'  Cor  Maria,  era  pro  nebis ;'  (in  the  other,  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  a  orosa 
above  (he  heart,  with  this  legend  :  '  Cor  jhnii,  miserere  nobis.'  We  found, 
further,  a  printed  pamphlet  of  four  pages,  entitled :  '  CeH34aratiBii  de  la 
Fntace  aa  sacrS  ccear  de,  JSsui ;'  it  commences  with  these  words  :  '  0, 
Jesus  Christ '.'  and  we  remained  therein  the  following  passages ;  'All  fhe 
hearts  of  this  kingdom,  from  the  heart  of  our  august  monarch  down  to 
the  poorest  of  his  sulgects,  we  nnite  in  the  hand  of  charitable  deshes,  to 
ol&r  them  unto  thee  altcgether, — Yes,  heart  of  Jesus !  we  olfer  unto  thee 
our  whole  country,  and  the  hearts  of  all  thj  children. — 0,  Holy  Vir^ ! 
they  are  now  in  thy  hands ;  we  ^ve  them  to  thee,  in  consecrating  ours^vcs 
to  thee,  as  io  oar  protrectress  and  mother ;  now,  wo  supplicate  ihee,  o%r 
them  to  the  heart  0!  Jesus. — Ah  !  presented  by  thee,  lie  will  receive  them, 
ho  will  pardon  tliem,  he  will  hless  them,  he  will  sanctity  them,  he  will  save 
all  France,  he  will  cause  the  revival  there  of  holy  rehgion.  So  be  it  I  So 
be  it  1' 

"  In  the  poctets  of  Marie  Antoinette  was  a  red  morooeo  pockai-book,  in 
which  we  saw  nothing  worthy  to  be  noted,  cxoept  a  piece  cf  ass  skin,  en 
which  was  written,  in  pencil,  the  following ;  '  Brugnier,  qnai  de  I'Horlog^ 
Ho.  66,'  with  olhei-  names  and  addressess  of  various  persons  wJiom  the 
prisoners  might  require.  Also,  in  the  same  pockets,  a  case  rolled  up,  con- 
taining a  steel  pencil-case,  without  a  pencil 

"  Wo  searched  the  chamber  occupied  by  Elizabeth-Maric,  s-ster  of  the 
late  Capet,  where  we  found  nothii^  of  a,  suspicious  character,  except  that 
m  a  casket  1™  discovered  a  sfick  of  red  sealing-wax,  which  had  beon  used, 
and  some  bos-wood  duslt  in  tlie  same  paper.  At  about  two  o'olook  in  the 
morning  we  completed  the  present  report,  in  presence  of  the  s^  ladies, 
who  have  signed  th«  same  with  us. 

(Sgned)  "  MAitiE-ANTOiNBTTB,  Elizabbtii-JIarie, 

Bbnoit,  &0." 
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preserved  as  a  memorial,  it  having  belonged  to  the  King,  her 
brotlier.* 

The  munioipal  ofBcera,  whom  Tison  and  his  wife  had 
denounced, — Totilaii,  Lepitre,  Brunot,  Moelle,  and  Vincent, — 
were  suspended  from  their  functions,  as  cliarged  with  seditioua 
respect,  and  suspected  of  anti-revolutionary  sympathies  towards 
the  royal  family.  The  press,  with  malignant  exaggeration,  pre- 
tended that  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  was  treated  as  a  king  by  his 
mother,  his  aunt,  and  his  sister ;  that  every  morning  they  paid 

•  Hxtraot  from  the  report  drawn  up  by  tlie  said  coinmiasai'Ies,  35rd 

same  monlh. 
"We,  tho  comniiasaries  named  bj  the  cnunoil-generftl  of  the  Commune 
of  Paris  to  reinove  tlie  seals  placed  on  the  apartment  of  Louis  XVI., 


"We  deelato  that  the  hooka,  among  which  wo  notice  'Horace,'  the 
•Indtaltmi  de  J^us-Christ,'  the  '  OnislUutieH  FraaqaSse,'  and  t!ie  'Br4viaife 
de  Parii,'  have  been  delivered  over  to  the  charge  of  the  porter,  as  also  tlie 
fiimiture ;  thirty-three  louis,  a  gold  watch,  the  ehoc  and  gfirter-lmoklca 
(also  of  gold),  the  crosses  of  varions  orders,  with  their  hooks,  have  been 
depoated  in  tlie  offloe  of  the  r^strar  of  the  Commune,  and  will  be  melted 
down,  so  that  no  rallying-token  may  he  left  to  tjronnj,  no  relio  to  super- 
stition !  the  ribbons  were  burned  in  the  tower, 

"  Further  researches  were  made  in  the  prisonera'  apartments,  but  there 
was  found  no  vestige  of  any  correspondenoe  with  persons  abroad,  or  of  any 
connivanoe  between  the  prisoners  and  tlie  six  members  of  llie  council  incul- 
pated by  Tison's  report ;  only,  in  Madame  Eliaabcth's  room  there  was 
discovered,  in  a  box  under  the  bed,  a  hat  belonging  to  Louis.  Upon  asking 
her  wlio  gave  her  tliat  hat,  she  replied  that  she  had  it  from  her  brother, 
who  had  given  it  to  her  when  they  lived  together  in  the  little  tower,  in 
order,  as  he  said,  that  she  might  have  something  to  keep  that  had  belonged 
tt>  him  ;  and  she  added  that,  on  this  account,  the  hat  was  precious  to  her. 
It  was  observed  to  her  that  people  seldom  beep  a  hat  as  a  pledge  of  tender- 
ness, but  she  persisted  in  her  reply. 

"Nocwitjistanding  this  explanaUon,  the  commissaries  add  that  fhty 
are  sUlt  of  opinion  that  the  hat  must  have  been  brought  back  to  the  tower, 
since,  upon  inspeciien  of  the  register  of  purchases,  it  ia  clear  that 
Louis  XVI.  had  but  one  hat,  which  accompanied  him  to  the  place  of 
e.":ecufion.  This  hat,  attesting  the  existence  of  some  exterior  coireapon- 
denop,  has  been  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  council  of  the  Temple,  with 
the  pi'omise  made  tliat  it  shall  be  returned  to  Madame  Elisabeth,  who 
solicited  this  favour  with  urgent  entreaties." 

(See  Appendix  (Document  No.  III.),  for  a  further  report  on  tha 
BubJHA  by  the  police.) 
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their  formal  homage  to  him  as  such,  and.  that,  in  short,  he  re- 
ceived from  them  all  the  honours  theretofore  rendered  to  royalty. 

It  is  probable  that  these  rumours  originated  wth  an 
information  laid  before  the  authorities  by  Jacq^ues- Claude 
Bernard,  a,  malevolent  perversion  of  a  acene  *Yhicii  passed  in 
the  Temple,  and  in  which  be  had  performed  an  odious  part. 
This  scene  is  thus  related  by  Turgy  ; 

"  When  the  young  King  took  his  place  at  table  they  used 
to  give  him,  as  a  child,  a  seat  higher  than  tiie  re&t,  and  fur- 
nished with  a  cushion.  One  day,  when  this  seat  was  occupied 
by  a  municipal,  named  Bernard,  who  had  been  a  curate  of  the 
Hospital  of  La  Piti^,  they  placed  the  child  on  one  of  the  ordi- 
nary chairs.  Tiiis  cbair  was  so  low  tliat  tlie  young  King 
could  scarcely  reach  what  was  on  his  plate,  hut  no  one  ventui-ed 
to  disturb  Bernard,  who  was  noted  for  his  coarse  ill-temper. 
Tison  coming  in,  I  made  a  sign  to  him,  which  he  understood. 
He  asked  the  municipal  to  let  the  child  have  the  chair  which 
he  generally  used,  and  offered  the  man  himself  another. 
Bernard  roughly  refused,  saying,  before  the  Queen  and  the 
Princesses ;  '•  I  never  saw  chair  or  table  either  given  to  pri- 
soners ;  straw  is  good  enough  for  them." 

Hubert  actJid  as  the  accuser  of  Toulan  and  Lepitre,  and, 
papers  in  hand,  maintained  that  they  had  been  servilely  com- 
plaisant, if  not  accomplices  in  guilt.  The  names  of  these  two 
exceptional  persons,  who  had  been  guilty  of  compassion  and 
humanity,  were,  therefore,  erased  from  the  list  of  commissaries 
appointed  to  guard  the  Temple  tower,  and  they  were  replaced 
by  colleagues  of  tried  severity. 

A  National  Guard  who,  while  on  duty,  had  amused  himself 
in  mating  a  plan  of  the  tower,  was  arrested  and  condemned  to 
secret  imprisonment.  Masons  were  about  the  Temple  again, 
employed  in  building  a  transverse  wall,  with  a  double  wicket 
in  front  of  the  ex-palace  ;*  they  also  cleared  tbe  e 
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the  Eotuada  and  of  the  old  chapel  of  the  rubbish  left 
there  b\  the  Iiousps  rpi,ently  demolished  ind  made  a  road 
all  round  to  fanbtate  the  passing  of  patrols  Clo&e  blinds 
neie   put  to  all  the  windows  which  had   not  jet  leceived 

What  brought  the  suspicions  of  the  council  general  to  a 
climax  naa  that,  in  addition  to  the  rumours  of  public  opimon, 
and  the  denuntiatoij  articles  published  in  the  newBpapei'K, 
testimuny  of  a  yet  more  strildng  character  was  borne  to  tlie 
son  of  Louis  XVI, :  his  royalty  was  proclaimed  from  the 
scaffold  itaelf  by  men  who  died  as  they  proclaimed  it.  The 
'■C        '     F  ""   f  T      1       31<it  A  ril    1703  contained 


12   g 

X  T 


the  windows  in  Uie  apartment  of  the  latu  Louis  Captt,  and  in  that  of 
Madame  Ellaabiith. 

(SiRiiGd)        "FiNE.U!,  Tanchou,  andARTHuE." 
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I]  nc^3  of  the  >  OMD\  Kmg 

at  the  towel  took  pleasure  in  mforming  tlie  Que  n  that  the 
constituted  bodies  of  Pans  hil  just  made  a  dcciee  foi  taiamg 
a  coips  f  tuelie  tliouaan  I  citizena  destined  to  jiaii,l[  againat 
the  rebels  of  La  Venlfie  Without  "howii  g  anj  emotion  at 
tliiB  iiit«lligpnre  oi  dwelbng  on  it  at  all  Mane  Antoinette 
icplied  quietlj  If  you  could  md  ice  the  council  geneial  Sir 
to  send  M  Erurnor  thu  usual  medical  attendiut  ot  my 
hildien  to  me  I  should  feel  greatly  ndel  te  i  to  jou  The 
muiioipal  acijuiinted  the  council  w  tl  this  lequeat  Her 
maternal  entioaticswere  at  len^^th  atteadel  tj  lut  M  Biuiier 
w^  1  ot  the  persun  sent  to  the  towet  The  motive  ot  the 
Communo  for  maltmg  i  difteient  choice  dei  r\  s  to  be  [re 
seiyed  in  hiatoi}  —  AftLi  heaimg  a  lett  i  hom  the  commis 
aines  of  the  Temple  read  thio  gh  nh  ch  a  nounoes  that  little 
Capet  IS  ill  the  council  general  decrees  that  the  physician  m 
orlmaij  of  ptisons  go  ind  attend  1  ttle  Capet  as  it  iisould  be 
an  injuiy  to  equality  to  tend  him  in\  othei    \ 

M  Thierrv  ph^sioianto  the  jn  ons  letcived  an  older  m 
(oniequence  to  lepair  to  the  Temple  He  examined  the  young 
iu\alid  attentively  and  at  the  Q  eens  entieat\  hastenpd  to 
lon^ult  with  M  Biuniei  m  whom  she  had  every  confidence 
She  had  great  cause  to  le  satiafled  ■«ith  the  zcil  assiduity 
■mi  attention  shown  by  M  Thierry  The  ilhess  lasted  several 
weeks  during  wl  loh  the  doLt  i  came  dsjly  to  the  Temple  and 

•  Eitioot  from  tl  e   e^b  er  of  tho  d  lib  rat   ns  of  (he  coanc  I  gcneial 

oftheSthMay,  1793,  2nd  year  of  the  Eepulilio,  and  1st  from  the 

death  of  Uie  l>nnt. 

"  Tlie  oouiioil-geiieral,  after  deliberating  on  the  illness  of  the  son  of  the 

late  Capet,  jnsl  announced  to  them,  and  on  the  demand  o£  Maiie  Antoinette 

for  n  physician  to  attend  him : 

"  Decrees,  that  the  comioissaries  on  duty  to-dny  at  the  Temple  he 
heard  on  the  suliject. 

(Signed)  "  Facmb,  Mayor, 

"BoilAT-CtlBlEltBS,  Seeretniy-rcgistraT'. 
"Exact  eitraot; 
"  CoULOMBBAtr,  Secretarj-registrar," 
t  Sitting  of  Friday,  IWh  May, 
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duriDg  which  Marie  Autoinstte  and  her  8ister-in-]aw  never  left 
the  pillow  of  their  dear  child.  After  his  coiivaiesoenoe,  his 
wardrobe,  which  hat!  been  very  much  neglected  since  hie 
coming  to  the  Tomplo,  waa  renewed.* 

This  illness,  though  it  had  been  seriou3,|  had  not  occupied 
the  public  mind,  which  was  absorbed  in  the  struggle  that  had 
arisen  in  the  heart  of  the  Convention :  it  was  inevitable  that 
such  a  struggle  must  fake  place.  Good  or  bad,  there  must 
always  be  oHe  directing  inilueace  in  society ;  now,  as  there  were 
several,  each  desired  to  have  the  upper  hand.  The  Gironde 
had  the  majority  in  number  in  the  Assembly,  and  were  certainly 
favoured  by  the  greater  part  of  the  departments;  but  the 
Mountain  was  supported  by  the  teriible  Commune  of  Pai-is 
and  the  revolutionaiy  population  of  that  capita!,  to  say  nothing 
of  their  being  less  scrupulous  and  considerably  more  audacious. 
The  whole  discussion  might  be  reduced  to  tlie  question,  whe- 
ther the  Gironde  was  to  kill  the  Mountain  in  a  regular,  or 
the  Mountain  the  Gironde  in  a  revolutionary,  way.  In  fact, 
-the  sceptre  of  that  period  was  the  handle  of  the  axe :  men 
governed  solely  by  tlie  headsman's  arm.j; 

The  Girondists,  who  could  tali  better  than  they  could  act, 
and  who,  besides,  had  not  all  their  forces  on  the  battle-fletd, 

•  See  AppendiK.    (Doonment  Fo,  IV,) 

t  The  sjmptoms  re-appeared  the  next  month.  We  read  in  tlie  register 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  coun oil-general  of  the  Commune,  of  Satiu-ddj, 
11th  Jnne,  I?ii3  : 

"The  Temple  cosncil  states  tliat  the  son  of  iJie  prisouei'9  hns  bod  a 
ruptm^  snA  submits,  the  proposition  of  the  doctor  irho  lioa  lisited  him 
Qint  he  be  atl:eitded  by  oitizen  Fip14,  traBsmoker. 

"  The  oouncil-genernl  decrees,  that  oitizeit  Plpl^,  trusBmaker  to  the 
priaouB,  visit  the  son  of  Maria  Anfoiaetf«. 

' '  Also  doorees,  that  the  truasmaker  to  the  prisons  be  informed  of  this, 
in  order  that  ha  may  repui'  to  the  Temple  without  the  least  dehij. 
"DESTOtntKBLLBS,  Vioe-president. 
"  DoKATvCcBlEKES,  Sccrelarj-rogisfraT." 

t  The  following  letter,  which  has  never  been  publislied  before,  BUpports 
what  we  have  said : 
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ec       nly  d    t  ned  to  be  coxiquered.     Their  defeat  was 
h  t  bl  It    f  their  situation,  and  of  the  line  of  policy 

h     !    dju       d    Tl   y  ha  1  not  taken  tie  head  of  Louia  XVI 
I        b  y    11       1    t  to  fall    now   whoevei  once  Juws  back  m 

1       nay  matt      must  alnaja  recede      Theie  was  but  one 
1  ng  to      If  them    alter  receiving  the  head  of  that 
I  nji,    1    m  tl       Id  abiudoned — then  own  Letda  and  theii 
adversanoh  did  not  mako  them  wait  long 

Of  these  stormy  debates  these  threaten  ng  commotions 
the  prisoners  of  the  Ten^le  now  hear!  no  moie  No  news 
paper  reached  them,  no  news  was  told  them  the  voice  of  the 
great  city  died  away  at  their  gates  as  did  the  victoiiou^  cnea 
of  the  Vend^an  army ;  they  knew  nothing  either  of  the  exe 
cution  by  guillotine  of  Generals  Miisinsky  and  Phil  Devaux 
accomplices  of  Dumouiiez    or  of  the  departure  of  Santerre 

'  r     mune  of  1  ar  a 

"  Paris,  GtK  May,  1793,  Snd  year  or  the  Frenoli  Eepublw,  one  and 

indivisible. 

"(On  pressing  baianess.) 

"An  abuse  has  been  cnmpkincil  of  to  me,  citizen  tulministratore,  to 
nhich  I  have  to  direct  your  attention  and  jour  feelings  of  bumunity. 

"  After  the  public  executions  of  condemned  criminals,  the  blood  of  tbe 
aufiei:eTi9  remiuns  on  the  spot  wbere  it  was  shed.  Dags  come  and  lick  it  np. 
while  crowds  of  people  feast  their  eyes  on  this  specUole,  which  eieites  their 
minds  to  ferocity.  Men  of  a  milder  character,  whose  sight  is  more  easily 
offimdeJ,  complain  of  beiiig  thus  obliged  lo  walk  tlirougb  human  blood 
against  their  will. 

"  Tou  will  fed  that  sncb  an  abuse  ouglit  to  ba  promptly  put  down.  I 
sent  for  the  execudoner  of  condemned  criminate,  l)ut  he  assured  me  thai  be 
did  not  deserve  any  reproach  on  tbe  sabjeot,  since,  by  the  wording  of  the 
1,1V,  be  is  only  charged  with  the  execution,  and  has  no  control  over  its 
tonsequeneea. 

' '  Therefore,  as  jou  are  intmsf ed  with  the  repdrs,  construction,  &c., 
ot  tbe  instniment  nhicli  is  used  in  public  executions,  I  beg  you  will  direct 
tbe  carpenter  appointed  to  that  business  to  make  some  acrangemect,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  trace  of  blood  remaining  atier  an  execution. 

"  I  trust  in  (his  matter  to  your  love  of  ordei-  and  good  morals. 
"  Chacmette. 
"  Attorney-general  of  the  Commune." 

"To  tlie  Preadent  of  the  Directwy  of  Paris." 
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with  numerous  levies  for  the  army  of  the  west,*  or  of  the  de- 
feat of  the  republican  army  at  Fontenay-le-Pele  (Fupoiitenaj- 
Je-Comte),  bj  tliose  rude  and  simple  inhabitants  of  the  Boeage, 
whom  &  great  man,  some  years  later,  called  the  "  giants  of  La 
Vendue." 

•  Santerre  liiid  left  Paris  on  Sunday,  I9th  May,  aa  we  are  informed  by 
the  register  of  the  sittings  of  the  conndl-general  of  (he  Commune.  Some 
days  aAern]i3*ds  he  wrote  the  fulloiring  letter  th)m  Orleans  -. 

'■  Slil!  at  Orleans,  Zflth  May,  1793,  2nd  year  of  the  Eepnblio. 
"Citizen  Mayor, 

"  I  have  to  give  jon  an  aocoont  of  inj  operaiions  and  obBartations. 

"  The  rnad,  for  a  republican,  is  as  jine  a  Eight  as  can  he  desired ;  we 
Bee  the  vehleles  that  were  used  to  convey  orime  carrying  virtue  now; 
no  longer  serring  oppicEsors,  hat,  in  good  truth,  tlie  defenders  of  Che 
republic. 

"  When  we  see  aoldiers  oomii^  from  the  north,  shorf  of  everything,  and 
yet  all  content  as  those  of  Paris,  and  all  the  people  receive  one  because  one 
has  tJie  Eanie  principle  aa  they,  and  may  have  served  one's  eonntry  perhaps 
a  iiUle,  we  can  fear  no  disaster,  and  nothing  can  mar  om-  enjoyment.  As 
yon  perceive,  I  have  seen  that  you  were  sent  for  to  the  bar, 

"Yon  will  be,  perhaps,  surprised  to  know  that  I  am  stiU  at  Orleans. 
I  have  orgiinised  the  troops  here,  and  set  out  this  morning;,  Thb  town, 
which,  like  (.or  own,  has  an  excellent  municipality  and  a  virtuous  mayor, 
has,  however,  some  veiatioas  oircumsiancea  in  its  orgiinisatioll.  Ko  longer 
has  it  the  Prieurs,  the  Bourbolee,  and  Julicns,  in  its  bosom.  In  their  ateaii, 
it  has  four  men  who  hold  no  communion  but  with  aristocrats  and  wealtliy 
perBOns.     One  Manuel  is  member  for  tlie  di'partnienL 

"  It  has  an  exoellent  popular  society. 

"  Citizen  Giot,  of  the  arsenal,  and  member  of  the  society  of  P.iris,  ha'^. 
like  myself,  been  present  nt  several  sittinjja,  in  which  ne  have  advocated 
republican  principles,  and  consoled  our  friends  a  little  in  referent^  to  the 
fears  they  enlerlained  lest  tlie  aristocraty  might  raise  their  heads  and  join 
the  BfCtiouB  of  Fralemily  and  the  grenadiers  of  iho  National  Guard  of 
Paris,  who  are  to  be  inserted  in  the  bulletin. 

' '  Where  are  we  then,  republicans  ? 

"  We  are  sotting  out  to  join  the  body  of  the  army,  and,  with  such  sol- 
diers aa  the  repnbUc  has,  we  shall  be  able  to  realise  the  presage  of  the 
p'eadentof  the  Commune — '  Feni,  vidi,  vicil' 

'*  Be  so  good,  citizen  mayor,  aa  to  assnre  the  whole  Commime  of  my 
gratitude ;  it  is  to  tlicm  I  owe  the  happiness  of  serving  my  country.  I 
will  be  free,  and  a  republican,  or  I  nil!  die  content. 

' '  Yonr  friend, 

"  Saoterhk,'' 
IT  f. 
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EflotaoftleMounlnn 

However,  on  the  31  t  ilnj  thev  litard  so  ^i&at  a  noiao 
outside  tiirit  thej  imagined  tl  e  whole  !  ei^hbo  iho  i  miist  bo 
in  flames;  tlie  call  tD  aims  tip  alaira  gins  and  tiio  toc&m 
shook  the  wails  and  awol  e  tl  e  echoes  of  P  us  At  L  ALljaye, 
at  Saint-Lszare,  and  all  the  state  priso  is  the  piiaonpra  sent 
forth  lamentahle  ehneka  tlimking  thpy  hear  1  the  ci  1 1 1  oats 
of  September  already  at  then  doors  Midame  Elizabeth  inter 
rogated  the  mnnicipols  as  to  the  causp  of  tl  e  t  imults  one  of 
whom  naively  replied  It  is  the  commis&ion  of  T  vphe  that 
oecasiona  all  this  stii  In  fact  the  i evolutionary  city  uaa  m 
great  disorder;  a  comnis  on  of  twel  e  deputies  i\lose  duty 
it  was  to  search  out  al!  con  p  ac  es  set  on  f  ot  aga  nbt  Iibeity 
was  loudly  accused  of  cair^  ii  g  on  a  most  i  i];  i  toi  3  system  of 
inquiaitioa  against  the  best  patriots  This  was  the  subject 
worked  upon  with  unparalleled  atdour  bj  the  sipj-oiters  of 
Bobespierre,  who  was  desirous  ol  air  vug  by  means  of  an 
inaurrectiou,  at  the  Jiotatorohip  Seve  d  aircsts  had  taj  en 
place  in  the  very  neife,h!)ourhoo1  of  the  Temple  ind  lad  put 
the  whole  quarter  in  a  ferment  every  one  crying  out  that  the 
most  zealous  defenders  of  liberty  were  being  taken  to  pison 
The  decree  by  which  this  commission  had  been  foimei  mide 
on  the  18th  May,  repealed  on  the  ^'th  and  once  more  esta 
blished  on  the  28th  — so  japid  were  the  changes  at  this  ciitical 
p  "  1  —  '  d  general  insurrection,  which  called  out  the 
h  h     d  affected  population,  closed  the   barriers  of 

P  d  p    d  ced  a  "  decree  of  accusation  against  all  depu- 

ai  li  the  cliaige  they  had  received  from  their 

con  der  to  seize  traitors  and  discover  conspiracies 

■m  d       Tj  republic  :"  so  fertilewas  this  day, — which 

g         h     p      TO  nenoe  to  the  Mountain ,-^iii  denunciations 
m  family,  and  all  persona  suspected  of  being 

ac  g  or  secret  partisans.     H^rault  de  S^chelles, 

one  of  whuse  maxims  it  was,  that  "  the  force  of  the  people  and 
of  reason  was  one  and  the  same  thing,"  applauded  this  triuniph, 
aa  was  natural,  and  manifested  bis  approval  by  r 
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piece  of  information  given  him  in  confiiJeiice  abuut  the  month 
of  Marcli,  by  LuHier,  attorcey- general  of  the  department  of 
the  Seine.  In  presence  of  Robespierre  and  bis  otlier  col- 
leagues, who  were  employed  ivith  himself  in  modelling  the 
Constitution  of  1703,  he  declared  he  had  been  told  by  Lulli^r 
that,  "  from  the  reports  made  to  him,  in  virtue  of  his  oflice,  he 
had  been  acquainted  with  the  real  existence  of  certain  plots  in 
favour  of  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.,  not  only  in  the  departments, 
bat  in  tlie  very  Convention  itself;  that  the  an  ti -revolutionary 
party,  already  very  numerous,  oiily  waited  till  it  should  attain 
the  degree  of  strength  necessary  to  carry  off  the  heir  of  the 
Capets  from  the  Temple ;  and  lastly,  that  Danton,  proclaimed 
Eegent,  with  the  Constitution  of  1791  in  his  hand,  was  to  bring 
forwanj  the  young  constitutional  monarch,  surrounded  by  the 
representatives  of  regenerated  Franco."  The  Gironde  was 
attacked  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  Louis  XVI. had  been; 
calumny  first  made  the  breach  by  which  insurrection  entered, 
and  Piwhe,  who  was  to  the  Gironde  what  Potion  had  been  to 
tlie  King,  allowed  it  to  pass.  The  majority  in  the  Convention 
abandoned  their  leaders,  to  earn  the  pardon  of  the  Mountain 
for  having  supported  them,  and  under  the  guns  of  Eonain 
they  passed  whatever  decrees  were  required  of  them.  The 
Convention  experienced  among  themselves  the  same  terror 
that  they  inspired  without, — boived  down  as  they  were  by 
the  joke  of  the  Mountain,  coalescing  with  the  Commune  of 
Paris,  who  had  the  disposal  of  the  revolutionary  forces  formed 
by  so  many  sudden  changes  in  the  capital.  In  consequence  of 
this  the  ari-est  of  thirty-two  members  was  voted,  among  whom 
figured  Vergniaud,  Lanjuinois,  Gensonni!,  Potion,  Brissot, 
Barbaroux,  Louvet,  Buzot,  and  the  ministers  Lebvun  and 
Olaviere.  The  fall  of  tlie  Girondists  produced  a  profound 
sensation  of  alarm  throughout  France.  They  were,  compared 
with  their  advei-saries,  the  last  representatives  of  moderate 
opinions,  and,  now  that  they  no  longer  had  tlie  object  of  over- 
turning monarchy,  they  were  trying  to  restore  some  ideas  of 
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order  and  authority,  which  their  position  as  a  governmeut 
rendered  uecesaary.  It  v/as  easy  to  coinprehetid,  tiicrefore, 
that,  when  tliey  fell,  men  with  extreme  theories  would  take  their 
places,  and  the  Girondists  wore  regretted  in  proportion  to  the 
fears  entertained  of  their  successors.  But  the  movement,  first 
excited  by  themselves,  would  not  now  slap  before  anyone,  nor 
for  anyone. 

The  month  of  June  passed  in  as  violent  a  state  of  agita- 
tion as  that  which  had  preceded  the  events  of  the  Jllst  May ; 
the  boats  loaded  for  the  provisioning  of  Paris  were  stopped  in 
their  progress  and  given  up  to  pillage ;  the  shops  were  conti- 
nually menaced  with  despair  and  iamine ;  at  night,  armed  men 
scoured  the  streets  to  seize  the  miserable  people  pointed  out 
by  Robespierre.  Men  trembled  for  what  they  held  most  dear; 
two  friends,  two  relations,  did  not  meet  now  without  astonish- 
ment at  seeing  each  other  again,  at  being  free— and  alive! 
And,  thenceforward,  the  friends  of  the  Queen  were  fully  con- 
vinced that  there  was  no  safety  for  that  Princess  save  in 
,  flight. 

Among  those  members  of  the  municipality  who  had  been 
spared  in  the  denunciations  just  mentioned  was  Michonis,  who, 
no  leas  decidedly  a  royalist,  but  more  skilful  in  dissimulation 
than  Lepiire  and  Toulan,  had  passed  through  circumstances 
the  most  dilBcult  without  compromising  himself,  and  had 
always  vindicated  his  conduct  from  the  suspicion  that  had 
arisen  of  his  sentiments ;  more  fortunate  ia  this  respect  tlmn 
his  colleagues,  whose  names  had  been  struck  out  from  the  list 
of  the  Temple  commissaries.  Whea  on  duty  at  the  tower, 
Michonis  gave  Marie  Antoinette  information  of  what  had  just 
occurred,  endeavouring  to  re-assure  ber  concerning  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Mountain,  who,  he  said,  although  victorious,  would 
not  venture  to  bring  her  to  trial ;  and  on  bis  adding  that  the 
Emperor  would,  in  all  probability,  demand  hev:  "What  does 
it  matter  to  me''"  replied  the  Queen,  with  an  accent  of  calm 
and  settled  grief;  "at  Vienna  I  should  be  but  what  I  am 
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TLc  Barun  de  Bati 


here, — what  I  was  at  the  Tuileries  ;  my  sole  wish  is  to  lie  re- 
uoited  to  my  husband,  whea  Heaveu  ehall  deem  me  no  longer 
necessavy  to  my  children." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Michonis  engaged  in  a  plot  to 
carry  off  the  mourning  widow  from  her  prison.  Eamn  de  Batz 
was  again  at  the  head  of  this  dangerous  enterprise.  The  in- 
cessant search  after  him  ever  since  the  attempt  of  the  21st 
Jajiuary,  had  not  driven  from  Paris  this  intrepid  servant  of  a 
cause  that  misfortune  had  rendered  so  noble,  aud  which, 
besides,  presented  the  allurement  of  danger, — irresistible  to  ail 
generous  spirits.  The  obstinate  struggle  maintained  by  this 
man  against  the  fearful  power  that  oppressed  the  nation,  is 
one  of  the  marvels  of  those  times.  Everywhere  present, 
though  nowhere  to  be  seen,  as  skilful  in  laying  his  own  snares 
as  in  avoiding  those  of  the  enemy,  he  had  the  most  prudent 
agents  at  his  devotion,  aud  the  most  active  spies  in  his  pay.  His 
words  were  even  more  insinuating  than  the  arguments  of  his 
purse  were  persuasive,  and  with  admirable  address  he  had 
gdned  over  several  members  of  the  Convention,  who,  if  circum- 
stances did  not  allow  of  their  rendering  him  any  useful  assist- 
ance, at  least  remained  faithful  to  him  by  preserving  inviolable 
silence  upon  his  affairs.  Unwearied  in  conspiracy,  no  sooner 
bad  his  enterprises  failed  than  he  began  again  with  renewed 
ardour,  aiid  fearlessly  remained  in  a  town  where  a  price  had 
been  set  upon  his  head.  Bis  name  was  the  signal  for  serious 
measures  being  taken,  and  the  strictest  possible  search  being 
made  The  trackless  conspirator  had  many  impenetrable 
places  of  I'efuge  in  Fans  and  its  environs ;  but  his  most  usual, 
and,  perhaps,  securest  retreat,  was  in  the  house  of  Cortey,  a 
grocer  in  the  Eue  de  la  Loi,  whose  repulatioa  for  civism  had 
recommended  lum  to  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow-citizens,  by 
whom  he  bad  been  chosen  captain  in  command  of  the  National 
Guard  of  the  Lepelletier  section.  Cortey  also  enjoyed  ihe 
friendship  of  Chretien,  a  member  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
whose   influence  Avas   all-[iowei'ful   in   the  committees  of  that 


...Google 


LODia    THE   SEVENTEENTH. 


section.      It  was  in  consequence  of  his   rocommendation  that 
C  rt     was  appo'  tei  ono  of  the  officers  of  the  post  to  whom 

g      d  T  mp  h 

ro       h  fJ  p  h 

S  d  h     h 

h  B  B  fi    d  h 

hi  d  b  d  m        k 

measures  relating  to  their  esecution.  The  iirat  time  that 
Cortey  was  on  guard  at  the  Temple  after  this  disclosure,  Batz 
desired  him  to  include  him,  under  a  fictitious  name,  in  the  lif,t 
of  the  meu  whom,  his  company  furnished  to  the  post,  in  order 
that,  by  being  thus  introduced  into  the  tomer,  he  might,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  bo  enabled  to  form,  an  exact  idea  of  tlie  lo- 
cality. The  officer  yielded  to  his  desire,  and  having  put  him 
down  on  the  roll  of  the  men  on  duty,  under  the  name  of 
Forget,  he  thus  gave  him  admission  into  the  Temple,  where 
he  mounted  guard.  It  was  also  necessary,  for  the  execution  of 
the  plan  agreed  upon,  to  wait  until  Cortey's  turn  on  guard 
should  coincide  with  Michonisa  turn  on  duty.  The  mutual 
understanding  of  the  two  authorities  was  indispensably  ret[ui 
site,  and  several  days  passed  before  tlte  captain  and  the  civil 
commissary  were  on  duty  together.  Batz  took  advantage  of 
this  delay  to  secure,  conjointly  with  his  host,  the  a 
tliirty  men  of  the  section,  whose  sentiments  either 
other  had  discovered,  whose  character  they  had  had  cause  to 
appreciate,  or  whose  discretion  they  had  tried.  The  good- 
nature of  Cortey  seduced  some,  while  the  flattering  words  of 
Batz  persuaded  othera.  Miohonis,  with  hia  customaiy  pru- 
dence, did  not  appear  in  person  in  this  dangerous  recruiting ; 
however,  he  reserved  as  bold  a  part  for  himself  when  he  tool; 
upon  him  to  direct  eveiything  within  the  lower. 

The  expected  day  arrived ;  the  officer  and  the  municipal 
were  on  duty  at  last  together.  Cortey  entered  the  Temple 
with  his  detachment,  among  whom  figured  Do  Batz,  under  liis 
assumed  name.     Tlie  officer  of  the  post  arranged  the  turns  of 
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duty  in  the  mnriner  most  favoumble  for  the  success  of  this  en- 
terprise ;  twenty-eight  men  on  whom  he  could  depend  were  to 
be  ou  patrol  or  sentrj-  from  midnight  until  two  o'clock,  a.k.  : 
while  the  civil  commissary,  on  his  part,  was  to  take  hie  mea- 
sures for  being  on  guard  himself  in  the  apartment  if  the  roval 
family  at  the  same  hour  Ihe  men  on  8enti\  on  the  sta  rtase 
of  the  tower  were  to  weai  alio^e  then  unifoims  ample  military 
cloaks ;  Michonis  was  to  take  th  a  evtia  clutl  ng  trom  them 
and  dress  the  Princesses  m  it  who  undei  this  disguise  aud 
with  arms  in  their  hands  weie  to  he  incorporated  mth  a  patrol 
in  the  midst  of  whom  the  child-kmg  would  be  concealed.  The 
sentxies  on  guard  in  the  court-yards  who  were  acquainted  with 
the  secret  would  he  silent,  if  the  night  turned  out  bright  or 
the  lamps  not  discreet.  Corley  was  to  command  the  numerous 
patrol  in  person,  and  have  the  great  gate  of  the  Temple  opened 
for  them,  a  prerogative  which,  during  the  night,  belonged  only 
to  the  officer  commanding  the  post  Once  without  the  walls, 
the  safety  of  the  royal  family  was  certain ;  carriages  were 
placed  ready  in  the  Rue  Chariot  to  ensure  a  rapid  flight:  by 
this  street  the  patrol  would  pass,  and  was  then  to  leave  the 
prisoners  together  with  De  Batz,  Michonis,  Cortey,  and  several 
othere  who,  like  them,  had  entered  on  this  forlorn  hope. 

The  day,  which  had  passed  over  without  any  sign  of  bad 
weather,  seemed  to  give  hope  of  a  favourable  night.  It  was 
half-past  eleven  o'clock.  Michonis  had  been  on  duty  some 
time  in  the  apartment  of  the  prisoners,  and  his  colleagues 
were  resting  or  playing  in  the  council-room,  with  the  exception 
of  Simon,  who  had  left  the  Lower  about  an  hour  before.  All 
the  men  who  wei'e  to  enter  upon  their  tarn  of  duty  at  midnight 
were  at  their  post,  when  suddenly  Simon  arrived,  and,  noisily 
entering  the  guard-room,  he  roughly  ordered  tlie  roll  of  all 
the  men  present  to  be  called.  "  I  am  most  happy  to  see  you 
here,"  said  he  to  Cortey ;  "  I  should  not  be  easy  without  your 
presence."  M.  de  Batz  saw  that  all  was  discovered,  and  the 
thought  came  into  his  head  to  blow  Simon's  brains  out,  and  to 
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attempt  tiie  escape  bj  force.  But  speedily  mastering  his  lirat 
impulse,  he  reflectecl  that  the  explosiou  of  fire-arras,  by 
causing  a  general  stir,  would  ruin  hia  enterprise,  and  probably 
aggravate  the  sad  condition  of  the  royal  family ;  he  reflected 
that  the  posts  on  the  staircase  and  on  the  to«er  were  not  yet 
in  Ilia  possession,  and  that  the  very  men  around  him,  on  ■whom 
he  might  rely  for  passive  co-operation,  would,  perliaps,  fail 
him  if  the  question  became  one  of  a  sti-uggle,  and,  after  all, 
of  almost  certain  death.  Batz  remained  immoveable  ;  after 
the  roll-call,  Simon  nent  up  to  the  tower,  and  displayed  an 
order  from  the  council-general,  commanding  Michonis  to  give 
over  his  cjiarge  to  him,  and  instantly  repair  to  the  Commune. 
Michonis  heard  it  without  surprise,  and  unhesitatingly  obeyed. 
He  met  Cortey  in  the  outer  court ;  "  What  is  tlie  meaning  of 
all  this  ?"  said  he  to  him.  "  Be  easy,"  replied  the  captain,  in 
a  low  voice  ;  ■'  Foi^et  is  gone." 

The  head  of  the  post  bad  not,  indeed,  lost  a  minute.  Aa 
Boon  as  Simon  had  left  him  to  go  up  to  the  tower,  he  had,  on 
pretence  of  a  aoiae  in  the  nest  SKeet,  sent  out  a  patrol  of  eight 
men,  who  were  but  seven  in  number  when  they  returned. 
The  coolness  of  Batz  and  presence  of  mind  of  Cortey  had 
saved  the  lives  of  all. 

Simon  had  not  been  idle  ;  he  had  instituted  a  strict  search 
in  the  apartment  of  the  Princesses,  in  the  towers,  and  in  all 
the  out-builiiinga  within  the  enclosure ;  he  Itad  esamined  all 
tlie  men  on  ihity  :  but  all  his  inquiries  were  fruitless.  Nothing 
at  all  suapiciuus  was  visible  within  the  Temple  bounds,  where 
all  was  as  quiet  aa  usual.  Ashamed  of  the  useless  alarm  he 
had  occasioned,  Simon  tiaen  doubled  the  number  of  men  on 
duty,  endeavouring  to  give  weight  to  an  idea  of  danger  in 
which  he  no  longer  himself  believed,  by  the  precautions  he 
deemed  it  prudent  to  take. 

We  will  now  relate  all  that  had  occurred,  according  to  the 
account  given  by  Simon.  A  gendarme  on  duty  at  the  Temple 
had,    at  about    nine   o'clock    that  evening,  found   a  paper 
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without  any  iiddress,  Ij'iug  on  the  pavement  before  the  great 
gate,  within  the  second  fold  of  which  were  written  these 
words  1  "  Michouis  will  betray  you  this  evening  : — Watch  ! " 
The  gendarme  having  opened  the  paper  gave  it  to  Simon,  the 
only  one  of  the  six  commissaries  with  whom  he  was  personally 
acquainted*  Simon  repaired  with  this  note  in  all  haste  fe 
the  council-general,  who  ordered  him  to  relieve  his  colleague, 
and  desire  him  to  repair  without  delay  to  the  bar  of  the 
Commane. 

Obedient  to  the  summona,  Miohonis  had  b 


*  It  is  as  well  to  call  the  ftttention  ot  our  rendsra  he 
that  tlie  numher  of  municipals  Bent  to  the  Temple  varied  several  times. 
At  first  four  were  sent;  Ihen  ei);ht,atthe  time  when  the  trial  of  Louis  XVI. 
was  going  on;  she,  suhsequenl  to  the  2l9t  January ;  atiernards  vight  again  ; 
then  four ;  and  then  three.  The  number  vai'ied  aeeording  to  the  importance 
of  circumEtances. 

It  become  so  difficult  at  times  lo  find  conimissai'ies  to  go  to  the 
Temple,  that  it  was  necessary  to  hnva  rceonrsa  to  I'igorous  measures,  m 
order  to  overcome  the  resistance  made  by  the  recusants.  The  denunciation 
nnil  arrest  of  the  citizens  Ihua  reluctant  were  not  long  sufficient  fur  the 
purpose  required,  and  the  council-general  found  itself  oompelled  to  take 
the  following  resolution,  undei'  date  12th  September,  1793  -. 

' '  Tlie  council-general  decrees,  that  whenever  one  of  its  members  whose 
name  has  been  inaecibed  for  the  duly  of  going  to  the  Temple  bIibII  refuse  to 
obey,  two  gendarmes  be  directed  to  proceed  to  bis  house,  end  bring  him 
to  the  Temple  bj  force. 

"Also  decrees,  tliat  the  present  resolution  be  stated  in  the  letter  of 


It  was  not  long  before  this  measure  had  to  bo  enfoi-ced.  "OnlVed- 
nesday,  IBth  September,  1793,  the  council  decrees,  respecting  Foreatiei', 
the  strict  execution  of  their  former  decree,  bearing  that  whenever  a  mem- 
ber refuse  to  go  to  the  Temple,  on  being  summoned  to  do  so,  be  be  convejcd 
thither  by  two  gendarmes. 

"Decrees,  in  consequence  thereof,  that  two  gendarmes  go  and  brings 
Forestier." 

Agreeably  to  tho  same  decision  two  gendarmes  brought— 

tluniclpal  Soul^,  36th  September; 

Municipal  Mourette,  3rd  November  ; 

Municipal  Gilbert,  21st  November  ; 

ihmicipal  loHope,  131h  Decembci-,  17S3 ;  and 

Mnnicipnl  Laurent,  Slat  January,  lT94r,  &c. 
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rigid  examination.  Ho  answered  all  questions  skilfully;  re- 
futed, with  authoritative  honesty  of  manner,  the  testimony  of 
an  anonymous  paper,  forged  by  some  political  edversaiy ;  and 
also, — which  was  indeed  tlie  case, — represBnted  Simon  to  be 
hb  personal  enemy.  The  open  countenance  and  apparent 
candour  of  tlie  accused  had  already  won  him  an  acijuittal  from 
his  supposed  crime,  when  next  evening,  his  adversary  of  the 
previous  night  having  given  aji  account  of  the  meagre  results 
of  his  mission,  the  council-general  remained  impressed  with 
the  conviction,  that  although  Simon,  with  his  restless  temper, 
might  be  capable  of  imagining  a  conspiracy,  Michonis,  with  his 
frank  disposition,  was  quite  incapable  of  foi-ming  one. 

Disappointed  in  his  attempt,  Simon  looted  higher  for 
some  one  to  appreciate  his  zeal.  He  informed  Robespierre  of 
tbe  written  warning  he  had  received,  and  of  the  secret  intelli- 
gence constantly  conveyed  to  him ;  he  depicted  the  Temple  to 
him  as  a  den  of  daily  plotting,  a  focus  of  constant  discord, 
RubeapiLrre  was  but  too  ^eil  disposed  to  listen  to  the  e  denu  i 
ciations  eveiy  day  se^eLal  m!,mbcrs  of  the  Comentioi  «cii 
poL  ted  out  to  him  as  nursii  g  the  hope  of  raising  llie  Rig 
of  riyaltv  once  moie  At  length  the  rtport  ol  an  attempt 
to  carry  oft  the  prisoners  was  ciiculited  a  ciiLums. ^nco 
that,  sLrengtliened  thio  opnion  was  that  the  committee  of 
pulhc  safetj  had  leceived  lutelligcnte  tlat  a  nunibei  )f 
emigrants  had  le  onteieJ  Fiance  fiom  \aiiou3  }ointa  on  tl  c 
front  er  m  the  list  two  Di  thieo  ^eeks  It  was  said  that 
people  who  risked  their  heads  bj  returning  would  not  venture 
to  do  so  unless  actuated  by  some  powerfut  motive  anl  tins 
motive  was  supposed  to  be  found  in  the  formation  cf  a  plan  fji 
the  deliverance  ot  the  rojal  family.  On  ^he  31st  June,  ITHJ, 
tlie  committee  ordered  vigorous  investigations  to  be  made, 
of  which  Henriot  himself  was  the  principal  agent  at  the 
Temple.  They  caused  to  he  republished  the  decree  of  the 
23rd  October,  1793  (moved  by  Osselin,  deputy  of  Paris), 
which  condemned  to  death  every  emigrant  convicted  of  having 


...Coogic 


1793.]  SEPARATED    FROM   HIS    MOTHER.  69 

Progress  of  alarub 

set  foot  agfiiTi  on  the  soil  of  France;  every  Frencliman  con 
victed  of  having  assisted  «nj  person  wishing  to  emigrate  in  his 
flight,  or  any  emigrant  in  his  return ;  and  lastly,  every  citizen 
convicted  of  having  given  shelter  to  an  emigrant.  Next  day, 
23nd  June,  a  new  decree  was  promulgated,  that  every  man 
p  ded  1  a  passport,  by  wliicb  it  appeared  that;  he  had 
alen  nl    to  Louis  XVIt.,  should  Lo  arraigned  before 

be  e  lu  naiy  tribunal.  To  this  measure  were  added  veiy 
po    ti  e      r  a      a^  a  iutiouary  persons,   and  the 

aars  udyepsd  e  indignation  and  hatred  of 
trato-sanda  socas 

The  fl  rm  oi  he  epub  cans  was  well-founded,  for  there 
was  consp  racy  eve  "j  e  e  was  in  the  souls  of  Christians, 
regrettug  he  fa  sd  se  ted  and  their  God  proscribed;  it  was 
in  the  heai'ts  of  royalists,  mouiiiing  the  death  of  their  King  and 
the  captivity  of  his  son ;  it  was  in  the  horror  in^piied  by  brutai 
laws ;  it  was  in  the  blood  that  had  been  shed  ciymg  for  len- 
geance — in  the  blood  still  to  be  shed,  crying  m  sad  presage  of 
the  future ;  it  was  in  the  intestine  struggles  of  jeiloua  and 
rival  factions,  and  even  in  the  antagonism  of  ambitious  men, 
mutually  accusing  each  other  of  a  retrograding  spirit,  in  order 
to  send  each  other  to  the  scaffold. 

The  name  of  the  young  ffing  was  always  brought  fornard 
as  the  hope,  and  the  excuse  for  recrimination,  of  the  royalist 
and  revolutionary  conspirators.  It  was  ever  for  or  against 
him  that  all  the  plots,  more  or  less  obscure,  of  that  period 
were  foiiaed.  Parties  disputed  on  both  sides  fur  his  frail 
existence ;  it  was  against  him  that  all  denunojataons,  ill  or 
well-founded,  were  directed,  still  increasing  his  misfortunes. 
On  the  30th  June,  some  municipal  officers  of  the  Pont-Neuf 
presented  themselves  to  the  committee  of  public  safety,  and 
deposed  that  a  plan  had  been  formed  for  the  re-establishment 
of  monarchy ;  that  it  was  evident  tliat  this  plot  had  nume- 
rous ramifications  in  the  south  and  west,  and  that,  iji  every 
section  of  Paria,  some   trusty   associates   were  labpuring  to 
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gun  u\ei  tlio  miyor  tj  on.  pretence  of  lestonnj;  oi  lei  aid 
le  i^suimg  well  inteiitioiied  pereona  tliat  General  Dillon  in 
couL-ert  with  seveial  other  gpneial  officers  who  weio  leidj  to 
second  him  was  to  take  the  command  ot  the  mauigpnt  ain  j 
whioh  aftei  spiimg  the  alarm  ^un  and  overpowenng  all  the 
gaud  houses  was  to  re  assemble  on  the  Place  de  la  revo- 
lution with  the  gun9  earned  off  fiom  the  different  j  osts  and 
march  tuence  in  two  columns  — one  by  the  Bouleiatds  on  the 
Temple  whence  thej  would  take  the  young  King  and  the 
other  on  the  Convention  where  they  would  cause  him  to  he 
proclaimed  King  of  Fiance  under  the  legenty  of  Mane 
Antomette  dwrmg  his  minority  Instly  to  give  then  re\  ela 
tioii  a  more  positive  chaiacter  they  aided  that  all  the  agputs 
^imed  m  this  re\ol  ition  were  to  he  formed  luto  the  pnvileged 
guard  of  the  mouaicl  jul  to  iecei\e  medals  suapended  ly  a 
hite  wateied  nhboa 

111  consequence  of  these  street  r  moms,  conveited  into 
1  imal  denunciations  w  thu  t  attempting  to  mqiiie  into  then 
tiuth  the  uimmittee  of  [uUic  8afet>  signed  on  the  IstJ  Ij 
an  ordei  for  the  arrest  of  Geneial  D  lion  anl  h  s  sup]  ';el  x 
complicps  and  then  ai  other  leciee  the  teuow  ot  wl  ch  was 
OS  follows : — 

"  The  committee  of  public  safety  decrees  that  the  son  of 
Capet  be  separated  from  hia  mother,  and  ft)mmitted  to  tlie 
charge  of  a  tutor,  to  he  chosen  by  the  council-general  of  the 
Commune." 

These  two  measures,  sanctioned  hy  the  Convention,  were 
carried  out  on  the  8rd  July. 

It  was  about  ten  o'clock  at  night ;  the  royal  child  was  in 
bod,  and  sleeping  soundly.  His  bod  had  no  curtains ;  but  a 
shawl,  ingeniously  disposed  by  his  mother's  hand,  prevented 
the  light  from  falling  on  his  closed  eyelids,  and  disturbing  the 
calm  smile  of  his  gentle  face.  They  had  sat  up  rather  later 
than  usual  that  evening.  The  Queen  and  her  sisl^er  were 
busy  mending  the  clothes  of  the  family,  and  Marie -Th^rese, 
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sitting  between  them,  after  having  read  a  few  pages  of  the 
"  Dklkmnaire  Historiqiis,"'^  had,  to  finish  the  evening,  juat 
opened  the  "  Semahie  SainU,"  whioh  Tui^  had  found  meaus 
to  convey  to  Madame  Elizaheth,  towards  the  end  of  March, 
nfla.l-  Often  when  the  young  girl  made  a  pause,  either  after 
a  chapter  of  the  work  on  history,  a  !  nd  f  a  psalm  in 
the  prayer-book,  or  in  turning  ov  a  le  f  I  e  mother  would 
raise  her  head,  let  fall  her  work  up  I  lap  ind,  looking 
towards  the  bed,  would  Ibten  to  tl  e  aim  h  athing  of  her 
other  child:  and  thus  tlie  evening  pa  sed  a  aj 

Saddeuly  the  tread  of  many  fe  t  s  d  d  lie  staircase ; 
the  locks  and  holts  were  moved     led  p  n  d,  and  six 

municipals  made  their  appearanc      n     h  n      "We  are 

come,"  said  one  of  them  brutally  t  acjii  t  ^ouwith  an 
order  from  the  committee,  that  tlie  son  of  Capet  be  sepa- 
rated from  his  mother  and  family."  At  these  vcords,  the 
Queea  rose  up,  pale  with  the  suddenness  of  the  shock.  "  Take 
away  ray  child  from  me!"  she  cried;  "No,  no — it  is  not 

■  Tlija  work,  ivhieli  lind  heen  demanded  by  the  prisoners  on  the  14th 
June,  was  placed  at  their  disposal  on  the  23rd  : — 

"Friday,  14th  Jnne,  VlBS,  3nd  year  of  tlie  French  Eepahlie. 

"  On  demand  of  Ihe  commissaries  on  duty  at  tlie  Temple,  (he  council 
decrees  that  Baron,  librarian,  furnish,  on  receipt  of  this  order,  the  following 

"  '  Bietioanaire  Historiijiie,'  4  vols.  8vo. 

"  Hoa.  I.  IL  ill.  and  IV.  of  the  '  CEn^i-ci  de  Vdtmn.' 

"  SiLLAKs,  Cazenate,  TotJCirx." 

"We,  memheiE  of  the  council -general  of  the  Commune,  on  dntj  at  Ihe 
Temple,  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  four  volumes,  entitled,  '  Dlcllannai'e 
Hiitoriqut,'  and  '  (Easres  de  Voltaire,'  which   have  been  brought  fo  the 

"Temple  eounei),  this  23rd  Jnne,  1T93,  2Bd  year  of  the  IVench 
Bepublio,  one  and  indivisible. 

"  Meknessier,  Member  of  tlie  Temple  council. 
"  Dangb." 
f  "Historical  FragmenU  on  ihe  Captivity  of  tlie  Eoynl  Family."    By 
Tni^  :  pnblislicd  by  Eifcord,  at  the  end  of  the  third  eilLtion  of  his  "  His- 
torical  Memoirs  of  Lnuia  XVIT." 
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oval  of  Ihe  young  King. 


must,  indeed,  submit  to  what  you  reqaire  of  us  hy  force,  but 
give  ua  time  to  breathe.  The  child  needs  sleep,  and  he  will 
not  be  able  to  rest  aiijwhere  else.  He  shall  be  given  up  to 
you  to-morrow  morning.  Let  him  at  least  sleep  here  to  night, 
and  allow  him  to  be  brought  to  this  room  every  evening." 
No  answer  was  vouchsafed  to  these  words.  "  Promise  me,  at 
least,"  said  Marie  Antoinette,  "  that  he  sball  remain  wiibiu 
the  tower,  and  that  I  be  pei-mitted  to  see  him  every  day,  if 
only  at  meal-tiraea  Wc  have  no  account  to  give  tliee,  and 

it  is  not  thy  plai,e  t  quo  tion  the  intention  of  the  countiy. 
God!  t/w™.  art  len  miseiable  bei,aiise  thy  child  ia  talten 
iromtkee.'  Oura  are  forced  to  go  everyday,  and  have  their 
heads  broken  by  the  huileta  of  tlte  enemies  that  thou  hast 
drawn  to  our  frontiers  M}  s  n  is  too  joung  to  .scn-e  his 

country  yet,"  replied  the  Queen,  mildly  ;  "  but  I  hope, — God 
willing !— that  he  will  one  day  bo  proud  to  devote  his  life  to 
her." 

Meanwhile  she  was  dressing  him,  and,  although  she  was 
assisted  by  the  two  Princesses,  never  did  a  child's  toilet  last 
so  long.  Every  article  of  clothing  they  put  on  him  was 
turned  about  in  every  direction,  passed  from  hand  to  hand, 
and  bathed  in  tears,  By  this  means,  the  moment  of  parting 
was  delaytd  for  a  few  seconds  ;  but  the  municipals  began  to 
lose  paUence. 

At  length  the  Queen,  concentrating  all  the  remaining 
strength  in  her  heart's  core,  sat  down  upon  a  chair,  drew  her 
son  before  her,  laid  her  two  hands  on  his  little  shoulders,  and 
calm,  motionless,  and  composed  in  her  distress,  without  shedding 
a  tear,  or  heaving  a  sigh,  she  said  to  him  in  a  sad  and  solemn 
tone  :  "  My  child,  we  are  about  to  part.  Remember  your  duty 
when  I  am  no  longer  present  to  remind  you  of  it.  Never  forget 
the  good  God  who  tries  your  faith,  nor  your  mother  who  loves 
you.  Be  good,  patient,  and  straightforward,  and  your  father 
will  bless  you  from  Heaven  above !''  She  said,  kissed  her  son 
oa  the  forehead,  and  gave  him  in  charge  to  his  jailera.     The 
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poor  child  rushed  oiico  more  to  his  mother,  embraced  her 
linees,  and  caught  hold  of  her  dress,  which  he  held  with  all 
his  might  ■' Mj  eon  you  must  obey,  you  must!"  "Come, 
come  '  I  hoje  i  u  aie  not  ^oin^  to  preacii  any  more,"  said  one 
of  the  commissaues  it  must  be  owned,  you  have  greatly 
abused  our  patience  \  u  migbt  bave  dispensed  with  your 

lessons  to  him  said  another  violently  dragging  the  young 
Pimce  out  of  the  room  Don't  trouble  yourself  any  more 
about  it  continued  a  thud  the  nation,  always  great  and 
qe  leroim  will  provide  for  his  education!"  And  the  door  was 
closed  oni-e  more  *  Ah '  then  came  tears  and  sobs,  and  cries 
of  despaii  and  gnashing  of  teeth !  The  poor  mother,  in  the 
parojtjbm  of  hei  gnef  lolled  herself  on  tho  deserted  bed  of 
her  child  'ihe  hid  ie=!umed  all  her  royal  dignity,  for  a 
moment  m  the  piesence  oi  those  ravishers  of  her  treasure  ; 
all  hot  maternal  gravitj  before  her  child,  whom  she  was  blessing 
f  t  the  litt  time  lut  that  teirible  effort  had  exhausted  the 
eneigy  ol  ber  haractei  and  the  power  of  her  reason.  Never 
waj  despair  gieatei  than  theira  '  The  three  i.apt!ves  looked  at 
dch  othei  embnced  each  other  butweie  unable  to  utter  a 
Bmgle  word       This  separation  seemed    by  the  loss  of  their 

•  We  give  an  extract  of  f lie  register  of  iha  Ti  mi  le  relating  to  the 
Beizure  of  tha  Prince,  to  which  we  shall  meielj  id  I  thit  the  reader  will 
iuAffi  hoir  ironical  is  the  expression  'cons  delation  Ihe  lolloning  is 
the  report : 

"On  3rd  July,  1793,  at  half  past  nine  o  clock  pm  we,  the  commis- 
saries on  duty,  entered  the  apartment  of  the  widow  Capet,  to  whom  we 
made  known  the  order  o(  the  comniiltee  of  public  saTetj'  of  the  National 
Convention  of  the  1st  inst.,  desiring  )ier  to  conform  to  it.  After  vaiioiia 
entreaties  to  tlie  contrarj,  the  widow  Onpet  at  length  determined  to  give 
aplier  son  to  us ;  he  was  taken  into  the  apartment  indicated  by  the  deciee 
of  the  council  of  to-daj,  and  given  into  the  keeping  of  Simon,  who  has 
charge  of  him.  We  may  observe,  moreover,  that  the  separation  was 
carritd  on  with  all  the  con^deration  that  could  be  expected  in  such 
circumBtances,  the  magistrates  of  the  people  having  shown  as  muoh  kind- 
ness as  was  compatible  with  tlie  aeveiitj of  tlieir  functions. 

(Signed)  "EuDBS,  G-agnabt,  Arnaud,  Vebon, 

Cellier,  and  Dbveze." 
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child,  to  prognostli^te  all  otliet  kindi  of  mihfuitune  It  is  ti  le 
tliat  these  noble  remains  of  the  ro>al  lamih  had  lung  been 
pursued,  hourly,  by  agonjsing  rocolicctions  and  mfiluii,ho!y 
thoughts ;  but  united  and  aaitweie  sheltered  by  then  mutual 
affection,  they  softened  each  othei  a  giief  ly  kind  nords  and 
fortified  their  couri^e  by  pious  thoughts  and  tliis  angelic 
child  by  the  vivacity  of  his  spints  the  charm  of  hia  tendeiB^s 
and  the  graces  of  his  age  had  thiovvn  a  soit  of  halo  of  joy  and 
hope  around  their  darkest  days  : — a  mother  always  hopes  when 
she  is  near  her  child's  cradle. 

From  that  moment  all  illusory  expectations  were  dispelled 
from  the  mind  of  Marie  Antoinette.  Her  Cliristian  priiioiplea 
had  taught  her  to  submit  to  all  former  sacritices,  her  queenly 
pride  had  sustained  her  so  as  to  enable  her  to  bear  all  humili- 
ation without  a  murmur  ;  but,  in  her  sad  conjectures  as  to  the 
future,  her  motlier's  heart  had  never  once  conceived  the  idea 
that  she  could  be  separated  from  her  children. 
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SIMON.    TUTOR    OF    THE    DAUPHIN. 
3ed  July,  1793 — 19th  Jabdaby,  lT9i. 


Lonis  XVn.  committed  to  tlie  care  of  Simon— The  honsehold  of  Simon- 
Three  witnusaea— The  child's  rtqueat — Simcm'a  Heniiments — First 
outrage— EiMiatiince  of  Ihe  Danphin— Instruotims  given  to  Simon  bj 
the  Coiiwndon — Death  of  Mariit — Lou's  XVU,  wenrs  m»ummK  for 
him— WiilkE  on  the  tawer~8im<iniuid  his  ivifi!  served  hj  l/>uii>XVIL 
— The  Prince  dressed  in  tlie  carmagnole  anil  red  oa)> — Tiie  Qneen 
and  Tison — Marie  Aiiloinetta  sees  lier  eon —  Slie  is  transferred  to  the 
Conoieixerie — Revolntiurary  festival — Semark  uf  ihe  Daophin — His 
songa  and  lamenlfttiiins  heard  in  the  upper  alorj  of  the  tower— The 
young  King,  becoming  iil,  is  attended  bj  Simim's  wife — M.  Le  l!o;uf— 
Maugln's  lavem— Fine  obaerraiion  of  the  Dauphin  to  Simon — Ilebert 
at  the  Temple — Tisoii  confined  in  the  luiret — New  decrees — Jloral 
and  physical  loss  of  strength  of  the  Dauphin — Testimony  against  his 
mother  obtainei!  ftom  him — He  is  contronted  with  his  sister  and  then 
with  his  aunt — Trial  of  the  Queen— Her  co«iiemnntio!j — Her  death- 
Account  of  an  eye-witness — A  wager — The  billiard  table — Barelle — 
More  depositions  by  the  Dauphin — The  oagenrranged — Conaiiirncy  of 
the  canarira — Simon's  foot-bath— Simon' s  Beaiinesa-Dootor  Naudin— 
The  Dauphin's  gratiiude— Dtutalilj  of  Simon— Hie  departure  from 
the  Templa— Reflectiona. 

EscoETED  by  BiK  Commissaries  and  a  porter,  the  young  King 
was  couducted  to  that  part  of  the  tower  formerly  occupied  by 
his  father.  There  a  host  was  in  attendance,  who  appeared  to 
have  been  a  long  time  waiting  there.  The  room  was  ill- 
lighted  ;  the  municipals  spoke  for  a  few  moments  with  this 
man,  gave  him  some  instractions  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  and 
then  retired.     The  child  found  himself  alone  in  the  presence 
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of  Simon,  ivbose  features  he  did  not  perhaps  immedintely 
reaigiiise,  tint  the  easy  gait,  gruff  and  short  way  of  talking, 
and  iiisolont  gestures  of  this  new  pers&c^e,  soon  told  him 
who  hia  master  was. 

Our  researches  have  enabled  ns  to  devote  a  page  to  the 
dark  biography  of  Simon,  our  infonaation  coming  directly 
from  tliree  persons  who  were  privately  acquainted  with  both 
himself  and  his  worthy  helpmate,  and  who,  throughout  thia 
chapter,  have  furnished  us  with  many  details  collected  by 
them  at  that  period,  and  ahnost  day  by  day,  from  the  very 
mouth  of  the  woman  Simon,  concerning  what  passed  in  the 
interior  of  the  Temple. 

The  persona]  appearance  of  Simon  may  be  described  in  a 
few  words,  as  follows :  fifty-seven  years  old,  he  was  above  the 
middle  stature,  of  a  square,  robust  malte,  tanned  complexion, 
coarse  face,  had  black  hair,  coming  down  to  his  eyebrows,  and 
thick  whiskers. 

He  was  a  working  shoemaker,  occupying  a  small  apart- 
ment on  the  first  floor,  looking  out  on  the  back  of  that  nai'row 
house  in  the  Rue  des  Cordeliers  (Hue  de  I'Ecole  de  Medeeine), 
which  is  now  numbered  IB,  between  the  Ecole  de  Medeeine  and 
the  house  with  a  carriage  entrance,  where  Marat  resided,  now 
numbered  SJO.  Long  after  this  period,  more  than  one  orphan 
of  '93  could  never  pass  between  these  two  houses  without  being 
struck  with  rage  and  horror,  so  many  recollections  were  con- 
nected with  the  thresholds  of  those  two  fatal  dnehmgs  ' 

The  woman  Simon,  named  Marie-Jeanne  Aladame,  was 
about  the  same  age.  She  was  very  little,  very  lat  and  \ery 
ugly;  her  complexion,  like  her  husband's,  was  natuially  very 
brown,  and  their  occupation  did  not  tend  to  whiten  it  She 
usually  wore  a  cap  tied  with  a  red  ribbon,  and  a  blue  apron 

She  was  a  woman  from  the  country,  without  any  education, 
and  had  been  long  a  servant  in  tlte  house  of  Madame  t-^jau, 
who  kept  a  wine  shop  in  the  Rue  des  Cordeliers,  at  the 
cntriior  of  the  Eue  de  Tnuraine,  who  had  eettJed  upon  her  a 
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a  small  anuuitj.*  She  afterwards  entered  the  service  of  a 
certain  old  Madame  Fourcroy,  who  lived  in  tiie  same  house 
ivith  Simon,  and  who  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty  years 
and  upwards,  bequeathing  a  sum  of  fiftv  crowns  to  her  servant- 
Ou  this,  Simon,  being  doubtless  tempted  by  the  two  legacies 
received  by  his  neighbour,  made  her  his  wife. 

They  had  been  but  a  short  time  married  when  the  Revo- 
lution broke  oot.f  The  woman  Simon,  notwithstanding  her 
age,  often  tallied  about  her  wish  to  have  children,  or  radier,  I 
ought  to  say,  her  regret  at  not  having  any. 

Simon  had  not  the  reputation,  in  his  house,  of  beiug  ill- 
uatured ;  he  was  rough,  but  he  was  accommodating  in  the  afihirs 
of  his  trade,  and  carried  this  disposition  into  his  behaviour  to 

•  MiidatneS^jan.molherof  S^inn,  the  organist,  and  of  the  AhMSijan, 
chaplain-iii-ordinary  to  their  Migesties  Louis  XVII[.  and  Charles  X. 
'Jlie  wife  of  Simon  died  at  the  IneurHble  Hospital  (for  ivomen),  Rue  de 
S^rrea,  on  the  10th  June,  1819,  when  lltK  little  income  above  alluded  to 
reverted  to  the  ^mily  of  Sdjan,  in  the  person  of  Madame  Weiss,  whose 
maiden  name  was  S^an. 

f  We  give  their  man'inge  certificate ;  thej  were  mairied  in  the  parish 
of  Saint-Cosme,  the  obnrch  belonging  lo  which  wna  silnated  at  the  eoruer 
of  the  Rue  dcs  Cordellera  and  the  R«e  da  la  Harpe. 

"On  the  2(Hh  May,  1788,  alter  the  banns  had  been  three  times  pnb- 
li»lied  in  this  pariah,  without  any  objection  being  nuide,  the  requisile 
papers  having  been  asamined,  and  having  been  Ijetrothed  the  evening  before, 
were  married  before  as,  and  received  the  iroptial  henediotion: — Antoine 
Simon,  of  age,  widower  of  Marie-Bathe  Hoyan,  and  a  master  ahoemaker,  and 
Marie-Jeanne  Aladame,  sIe^o  of  age,  eldest  daughter  of  Fiacre  and  Keine 
Genevieve  Aubert,  both  of  the  Eue  iles  Cordeliei'i^  in  this  pari^.  Their 
unmarried  condition  and  place  of  l-esidenCB  were  certified  to  na, — on 
(he  huslwuid's  side  by  Louis  Houette,  currier,  Cour  du  Commerce, 
in  the  pariah  of  Saint-Snlpice,  and  Jaequea  le  Koy,  oitiaen  of  Paris, 
Rue  dea  Quatre-Vents,  in  the  parish  of  SainUSulpioe ;  and,  on  the  wife's, 
by  IL  Jacqnes  S^an,  barrister  in  parliament,  prior  of  Hostung,  ex-canon 
of  the  chnrch  of  Saint-Louis  dn  Louvre,  and  professor  m  the  University  of 
Paris,  Rue  Siunt-Jacqaea,  m  the  parish  of  Siunt-Etienne  du  Mont,  and  by 
Henri  DelamarEi  formerly  a  grocer,  and  ei-churchwaiden  of  this  piriah, 
where  he  residee,  in  the  Rue  des  Cordeliers,  and  hy  Hen^  Lonneau,  grocer, 
al«o  of  this  pariah.  Rue  de«  Cordeliers,  signing  wiih  ouv&elves  na  fuUoiva  : 
"  SiaoK,  Aladamb,  Lerot,  Houette,  J.  Sejan,  DaLAaAHE, 
Mabr,  Lobubau." 
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his  neighbours.  Some  young  gicia  of  the  neighhourhood,  who 
went  as  apprentices  to  a  certain  Madame  Dablemont,  residing 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  same  houae,  never  failed,  as  they 
descended  tlie  staircase  and  passed  before  Simon's  door  in  the 
evening  to  sing  him  the  '•  Shoemakere'  Song,"  and  he  was 
never  affionted  at  then  jocosity  B  it  he  was  far  froia  carrying 
this  foibearance  and  moderation  to  the  club  of  the  Cordeiiera, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  thp  most  irdent  members.  Once 
cohered  with  the  lei?  cap  the  shoemaker  a  brain  involuntarily 
heated  the  fiei  z  ot  politital  passion  cairies  people  so  far, 
that  thjs  min  mh  mas  patient  enough  with  tlie  children  of  the 
populace  displaced  impaialleled  violence  and  harshness  to  the 
Tintortunate  dosce  idoiit  of  kiigs  Mtrat  had  often  remarked 
him  13  one  of  the  most  attentive  L.it  aeiis  at  his  conferences 
beneath  the  trees  ot  the  sect  on  under  the  shade  of  which  he 
vns  m  the  habit  of  dechiming  to  the  pe  pie.  Having  entered 
into  seme  communication  with  him  he  valued  him  as  a  stead- 
fast sans  culotte  and  eisy  tool 

The  womin  Simon  on  het  side  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
disfliying  her  patnotic  zeal  The  i-hurch  of  the  Cordeliers, 
turned  into  a  larrack  had  been  ippio[  iiated  to  the  Maraeillais 
wounded  on  the  10th  August  and  the  citizeness  had  dressed 
their  wounds 

Therefore,  when  the  question  arose  about  providing  a  tutor 
for  "  little  Capet,"  Simon  was  called  to  the  notice  of  the  council- 
general  by  Marat.  The  candidate  was  also  supported  by  Robes- 
pierre, who  had  more  tlian  once,  but  most  especially  in  the 
business  about  Michonis,  had  occasion  to  remark  the  patriotism  of 
Simon.  Thus,  the  two  political  fathers  of  this  man  were  Robes- 
pierre and  Mai^t ;  he  was  destined  to  show  himself  worthy  of  such 
a  double  parentage.  The  womaa  Simon  went  up  to  Madame 
Dftblemont's  room,  and  said  to  her :  "  I  am  going  to  have  a 
good  place ;  they  are  coming  for  mo  in  a  coach,  and  perhaps 
something  better  still !"  She  was,  in  fact,  carried  in  triumph 
that  same  day  to  tlie  HStel  de  Ville,  for  the  women  had  their 
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ovUious  also  and  two  daya  iftemirds,  fciraon  installel  him 
eolf  at  tlie  Temple  touei  Hia  salary  like  tliat  of  Tison 
«as  fl\e  hunlipd  Irancs  a  month  hut  when  this  sum  was 
gianted  him  hy  the  council  genpral  of  the  Comrauiie  he  wna 
enjoined  h^  tbat  body  never  to  leave  his  pnsoner  and  not  tio 
lea*e  the  towei  on  any  pietence  \\hatever 

He  was  not  c\en  permitted  to  walk  in  tlie  gaiden  except 
with  his  pupi!  at  the  hour  appointed  by  tlio  municipals  He 
was  faithful  to  his  engagements  the  man  suited  thewoik,  and 
the  woik  suited  the  man 

Before  proceeding  further,  we  shall  say  a  few  words  about 
the  three  persons  whose  information,  religiously  collected,  has 
served  us  as  a  clue  to  this  hitherto  unexplored  labyrinth ;  viz.. 


D  m 
makers'  Song"  aa  she  passed  Simon's  door.  During  the  resi 
deuce  of  the  latter,  together  with  his  wife,  at  the  Temple,  she 
still  eontintied  to  visit  their  former  dwelling,  whitlier  the 
woman  Simon  also  went  from  time  to  time,  oo  the  days  when 
she  was  allowed  to  go  out ;  for  she  was  a  welcome  guest  there, 
and  the  people  of  the  house  used  every  means  to  attract  hei 
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of  giving.     Mademo   elle  S    ciile 

other  two  apprentices  and  1  u 

education,  had   pres        I  n  i 

woman  Simon  ivhi*hhave  leen  of 

stafoinents     f    1         1  1 

clearing  up  p  Id 

life,  in   dis  i     g         h   f   m 

collected  by  con    mpo  d  pi       g    b  h 

documents   1  p        d        !  rs    f    h    C  mm  d  m 

the  National  Aiohives. 

It  was  hnlf-past  ten  o'clock  at  night  when  Simon's  future 
pupil  was  hroughfc  to  him.  It  will  readily  be  comprehended 
^That  poignant  recollections  must  have  been  recalled  to  the 
young  Prince's  mind,  bj'  the  apartment  where  he  had  seen  his 
father  for  the  last  time.  It  has  not  been  given  to  us  to  know 
how  that  first  night  passed,  nor  hy  what  scenes  the  frightful 
struggle  between  the  child  und  his  destroyer  begdn.  We  only 
know  that  the  child  wept  long,  that  he  remained  for  hours 
seated  on  a  chair  in  the  darkest  comer  of  the  room,  and  that 
Simon  had  great  difficulty  in  gaining  a  few  brief  answers  to 
fhe  questions  that  he  imperiously  put  to  him,  swearing  and 
smoking  his  pipe  as  he  spoke. 

The  next  morning,  the  woman  Simon  arrived  ;*  she  came, 
a  faithful  compaaion  to  such  a  man,  for  the  purpose  of  instal- 
ling herself  with  him  at  the  Temple,  and  assisting  him  in  his 
duties  aa  tutor ;  and  the  nation,  always  grent  and  generous, 
made  no  opposition  to  the  help  thus  offered  in  the  liberal 
education  of  the  son  of  Capet! 

■  An  annuiil  salary  of  tlires  thaiisnnd  iivres  was  ulloted  to  hpr,  as  is 
shown  hj  the  register  of  tlio  coancil-genern]  of  the  CimimHiie  ofPnris  ; 

"  On  million  of  imo  of  its  mnnbtrs,  the  council-general  decrees  that 
Simon  oni' /lis »(/«  remain  in  allendnnve  on  little  Caprt,  nilh  the  snnie 
allowances  that  Tison  and  bis  wile  bod,  nhen  they  waited  on  the  falliei 
Capet" 
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Oil !  Simon ! — liusband  and  wife  ! — you  have  ft  great  task  to 
perform ;  joa  are  right  in  setting  to  work  together  !  So  much 
good  coanaei  has  been  given  to  your  papil,  so  many  examples 
of  virtue  have  been  shown  before  him,  so  much  affection, 
gentleness,  and  charity  have  been  sown  in  his  young  mind,  that 
you  have  much  to  efface  befoie  you  can  msciibejour  ideas  theie 

The  young  Piinoe  lemained  two  dajs  ^\it!out  aycepting 
any  other  food  than  a  morsel  of  breal  His  new  situation  of 
wbich  he  could  not  erraprehend  tlie  cause  plunged  him  into 
the  depth  of  despair  Sometimes  he  mouined  m  silence 
sometimes  thiough  his  hrge  tears  there  shot  a  gleam  of  indig 
nation,  and  angiy  words  were  heaid  amid  his  moans  1  wish 
to  know,"  said  he  m  an  imperious  tone  to  the  munu-ipals 
"  I  wish  to  knoM  vhat  law  it  is  by  which  you  are  ordered 
to  separate  me  f  im  in>  mother  and  keep  me  m  prison  Show 
me  the  law,  I  w  bh  (o  "iee  it 

The  municifal  oftiLeis  stood  confuspd  befote  a  child  of 
nine  years  old  who  stiuggled  beneath  then  authonty  finding 
kingly  words  to  exjress  his  mdignation  But  Simon  the 
orator  came  to  their  assistance  silencing  his  pipilwith  the 
air  of  a  pedagDjue       HoH  thy  tongue  Capet    thou  ait  only  a 

The  capti\e  ch  11  lial  hit  e\es  conatanth  turned  towaids 
the  door,  whither  they  were  drawn  by  iiie&istiUe  attiai-tion 
he  knew  that  he  could  not  pass  the  tl  leshold  without  the 
consent  of  his  jailei  lut  hk  eiger  glance  sought  the  entrance 
every  time  he  1  eaid  the  noise  ot  the  lolts  and  tb.e  grating  of 
the  keys  in  the  locks  Often  he  lemimed  motionles'i  and 
then  a  tear  rolled  down  hia  olieek  a  sil  lecolleotion— a 
thought  of  his  mother — had  sti  uck  h  s  youthful  heart 

Meantime  two  days  hal  parsed  duiing  which  he  had 
attempted  U>  act  independently  and  ace  rling  to  his  own  will 
At  length  he  resigned  himself  to  go  to  bed  with  a  good  grace, 
and  next  morning  he  dressed  himself  of  his  own  accord,  with- 
out being  ordered  to  do  so.     He  wept  no  longer,  but  he  did 
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not  speak  at  all.  "  Ah,  ha !  litlle  Oapet !"  said  his  master  to 
him;  "so  you  are  dumb,  are  you?  I  shall  have  to  teach  you 
to  talk  myself,  ajid  to  sing  the  '  Garmagtiole,'  and  cry  '  Viee  la 
lUpublique  !'  Ah  !  you  are  dumb,  are  you  ?"  "  If  I  were  lo 
speai  out  what  I  think,"  said  the  royal  child,  "j-ou  would 
call  me  mad ;  I  am  silent,  because  I  should  say  too  much  if 
I  spoke."  "  Oh,  Oh !  Monsieur  Capet  would  have  too  much 
to  soy, — that  smacks  strongly  of  the  aristocrat ;  but  it  does 
not  do  for  me,  do  you  understand  ?  You  are  yoimg.  and 
therefore  you  are  excusable;  but  I,  who  am  your  master,  I 
ought  not  to  let  you  remain  in  your  ignorance  ;  I  must  bring 
you  on,  give  you  new  ideas!"  There  was,  at  first,  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  treated  by  Simon,  a  singular  mixture 
of  very  open  disdain  and  studied  severity.  He  considered  his 
pupil  only  as  a  creature  criminal  by  birth,  as  a  mere  child  of 
no  c^nseijuence  whatever ;  but  around  that  child  there  was,  as 
it  were,  a  winning  reflex  of  sereaity,  a  perfume  of  the  atmo- 
sphere of  royalty,  that  sometimes  arouaed  against  the  Prince  all 
the  hateful  susceptibilities  of  the  cobbler. 

Yes,  it  was  especially  because  he  was  a  dignified  child, 
whom  one  would  have  remarked  in  the  street,  and  loved  in  a 
foreign  land ;  one  of  those  children  who  attract  one's  notice  and 
affection ;  a  gentle  creature,  towards  whom  hatred  seemed 
impossible,  and  whose  look,  disarming  anger  and  cruelty 
seemed  to  silence  every  breath  of  passion,  that  love  alom, 
m^ht  reign  in  his  presence  ;  yes,  it  was  this  e«pe  lali^  that 
rendered  Bimon  so  pitiless.  His  petty  self-sufBcienty  could 
not  long  accommodate  itself  to  the  little  airs  of  severe  dignity 
displayed  by  his  victim ;  and  besides,  the  mmd  of  the 
p  ti  w     -pleased  with  this  entire  subiectiort  of  the 

oi  f      his  unbounded  vanity  to  admit  of  a  om^la 

an  p  y  a  child  on  wkom  he  deemed  it  his  miosion  to 
an       h       ug    1  pression  of  the  people. 

8  h  w   hat  he  was  invested  with  both  attributes  of  a 

n  aster —  powe  to  punish  and  the  power  to  reward, — Simon, 
II.  D 
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it  of  generosity,  or  because  he  deemed  it  his  interest 
to  do  so,  made  his  pupil  a.  present  of  a  Jews'-harp,  which  ia  a 
favourite  iaetrument  with  the  little  SfivoyardB.  "  Your  she-wolf 
of  a  mother  and  bitch  of  an  aunt  play  on  the  piano,"  said  he, 
"  and  you  must  accompany  them  on  the  Jevra'-harp.  What  a 
fine  row  that  will  malie  !"  The  child  felt  that  there  was  a 
mockery  in  the'gift,  and  he  would  not  mingle  insult  with  his 
amusements ;  he  pushed  the  Jews'-harp  aside,  and  declared 
that  he  would  not  play  upon  it.  This  refusal  waa  considered 
as  at  once  an  act  of  rehellion  and  ingratitude,  which  aroused 
the  wrath  of  Simon,  and  drew  down  on  the  descendant  of 
Louis  XIV.  the  firat  blows  he  bad  ever  received. 

Two  days  afterwards  an  almost  similar  scene  occurred : 
the  child  did  not  yield.  His  energy,  not  yet  mastered  by 
bodily  exhaustion,  led  him  to  revolt  atdll  more,  to  assume  a 
prouder  bearing  ia  proportion  as  he  waa  menaced. 

These  acts  of  insubordhiation  brought  on  the  Prince,  not 
only  the  most  abusive  verbal  reprimands  from  Simon,  but 
also  the  most  brutal  treatment,  "  You  may  punish  me  if  I 
fail  to  obey  you,"  cried  the  child  ;  "  hut  you  ought  not  to  beat 
me,  do  yon  hear?  You  are  stronger  than  I."  "I  am  here 
to  command  jou.,  animal !  My  duty  is  just  what  I  please  to  do ; 
and — Vive  la,  Lib^rte—l'Egalite  ! " 

On  Sunday,  7th  July,  1183,  the  report  was  circulated  in 
Paris  that  the  conspiracy  formed  by  General  Dillon  bad,  notwith- 
standing the  arrest  of  that  general  and  of  his  principal  accom- 
plices, been  entirely  successful ;  that  the>son  of  Louis  XVI.  had 
been  carried  ofE  from  the  tower,  that  he  had  been  seen  on  the 
Boulevards,  and  had  been  carried  in  triumph  to  Saint-Cloud. 
Crowds  hastened  towards  the  Temple,  eager  to  assure  them- 
selves of  the  truth.  The  Temple  guard,  who  had  not  seen 
Louis  XVII.  since  he  had  been  given  up  to  Simon,  replied 
that  he  really  was  no  longer  in  the  Tower;  and  from  that 
lime  '"      popular  falsehood  gained  ground  and  strength  con- 
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InspecEtou  of  Ihs  young  King. 

In  order  to  put  a  stop  to  this  rumoui^,  which  excited  every- 
one, a  numerous  deputation  frorii  tlie  committee  of  public 
safety,  repaired  in  all  haste  to  the  Temple,  in  order  to  make 
an  official  report  of  the  presence  of  tlie  royal  child  in  that 
place.  Chabot  and  Drouet  formed  part  of  this  deputation,  and 
signalized  their  zeal  in  noisy  mairifestationa.  The  moment 
they  reached  the  Dauphin's,  or  more  properly  speaking,  Simon's 
room,  they  ordered  him  to  bring  down  the  "  tyrant's  eon"  that 
instant  into  the  garden,  in  order  that  he  might  be  seen  hy  the 
guard  coining  on  duty.  Then,  assembling  in  the  council-room, 
and  closing  the  doors,  they  made  inquiries  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  Simon  acquitted  himself  of  his  duties,  and  followed 
the  secret  inatruotions  that  had  been  given  to  him.  There, 
nearly  the  same  scene  was  repeated  that  took  place  on  the 
day  (3rd  July)  when  the  shoemaker-tutor  had  gone  to  those 
who  had  appointed  him  in  order  to  ascertain  his  future 
powers.  Simon's  simple  mind  had  not  at  first  comprehended 
the  pitiless  instructions  of  the  committee ;  he  had  thought, 
seriously,  that  the  sole  thing  required  of  him  was  to  make 
little  Capet  a  good  httle  citizen,  to  efBice  the  stain  of  his  royal 
origin  from  his  brow,  and  to  shade  it  with  a  red  cap  instead 
of  a  crown.  His  frankly  revolutionary  intelligence  had  only 
enabled  him  to  comprehend  the  stupid  aim  of  transforming 
the  son  of  Tarquin  into  the  son  of  Brutus !  Still,  from  the 
vague  instructions  laid  down  for  him,  he  had  at  last  conceived 
a  misgiving  as  to  the  ultimate  destiny  of  his  pupil.  In  the 
manner  of  people  of  his  stamp  he  roundly  questioned  the  in- 
tentions of  the  superiors  now  visiting  him,  and  addressed  to 
them  the  following  plain  inquiriesr  "Citizens,  what  do  you 
decide  about  the  wolf-cub  ?  He  has  been  taught  to  be  insolent, 
but  I  sliall  know  how  to  tame  him.  So  much  the  worse  if  he 
sinks  under  it!  I  don't  answer  for  that.  After  al3,  what  do 
you  want  done  with  him?  Do  you  want  him  transported?" 
Answer: — "  No."  "Killed?" — "No."  "Poisoned?" — "  No." 
"  But  what,  then  ?"    Answer  ;  "  We  want  to  get  rid  of  him  !" 
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And  this  ivas  the  secret  thought  of  the  Eevoliition,  which 
wa  shall  aee  persevetiiigly  pursued  and  carried  out  for  the 
space  of  two  years ;  a  thought,  clear  enough,  though  veiled  in 
the  foregoing  dialogue,  uaiijue  in  history,  and  which  has  been 
tvansmitted  to  us  in  a  manuscript  note  of  Senart's,  who  udds 
these  words ;  "  He  was  neither  killed  nor  transported.  But 
they  got  rid  of  him." 

Pi-om  the  time  ho  had  heen  taken  down  into  the  garden, 
the  Prince  had  never  ceased  crying  loudly  for  his  mother; 
some  of  the  men  on  guard  were  trying  to  quiet  him,  when. 
Blowing  them  Simon,  who  was  coming  out  of  the  tower,  with 
several  persons  employed  about  the  establishment,  ho  replied 
indignantly:  "  They  will  not,  they  cannot,  show  mo  the  law 
■which  orders,  that  I  should  be  separated  from  my  mother!" 
Astoni'thed  at  his  firmness  as  l^ell  as  affected  at  his  filial 
distiens  some  of  the  men  on  guard  began  to  ijuestion  tho  t  iter 
the  littej.  merely  replied  The  wolf  cub  is  hard  to  muzzle 
he  would  111  e  to  know  the  \vn  like  voursahes  he  is  alwaia 
asking  the  reasons  of  things  as  if  leasons  were  mali,  foi  him' 
Come  come  sikni,e  Capet  I  oi  1 11  show  the  ciUzens  how  I 
K,ork  you  when  you  deserve  it  The  unhappy  prisoner 
turned  again  to  the  muu  cipah  loudly  claiming  then  protec 
tioii  1  at  tho  enejgetic  appeal  he  adUeased  to  them  had  no 
other  eftec^t  than  tj  compromise  him  ind  give  i\eight  to 
b  mon  s  asscitions 

Tl  e  commissaiies  of  the  Convention  after  their  confer 
ence  with  the  latter  in  the  council  room  went  tip  to  the  apart 
m  nt    f  Ma       int   n  tt    wh  le  h  J    n  1 1      ]    p  1 

hf,d  n  ttotlgnfFn  mbld 

a  p  1  sear  h  n  a  ha mt  f  bb  ■g  Th  u-  nt  ng 
gl  n  am  n  d  co  f  th  m  a  d  th      mallest 

a  tl  le  I  ft  at  th  di  1     al    f  1    1  s      At  1        h  D    u 

ta.cing  np  the  conveisatioti,  said  .  We  aie  come  to  see  il  you 
want  anything,  and  that  you  have  nothing  superfluous."  "I 
want  my  sou,"  said  the  Queen ;    '■  it  is   really  too   cruel  to 
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separate  him  so  long  from  me."  "  Your  son  does  not  want  for 
attention  ;  ho  has  been  assigned  a  patriot  tutor,  and  you  have  no 
more  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  he  is  treated 
than  of  tJiat  in  which  you  are  treated  here  yourself."  "  I  com- 
plain of  but  one  thing,  Sir,  and  that  is  the  absence  of  a  child 
who  had  never  before  left  me.  It  is  now  five  days  since  he 
■waa  torn  from  me,  and  I  have  not  been  permitted  to  see  him 
once,  althor^h  he  is  still  ill,*  and  haa  need  of  all  my  care ;  it 
is  therefore  impossible  for  me  to  tiiink  that  the  Convention 
will  not  acknowledge  I  have  just  cause  to  complain." 

Poor  mother  !  She  waa  bewailing  her  not  haviag  seen  hee 
son  for  five  days  !  Oh  !  how  many  days  must  pass  before  tha 
16th  October  comes  ! — that  day  of  mercy! — when  she  will  again 
be  permitted  to  look  on  him  from  Heaven  above ;  but.  Ah  I  ia 
what  a  state  ! 

Eetuming  bo  the  Convention,  the  commissaries  relieved 
the  minds  of  their  colleagues  as  to  the  reports  that  had  so 
violently  agitated  public  opinion.  Dronet  expressed  himself 
aa  follosva  :  "  Some  evil-disposed  or  senseless  persons  have 
been  pleased  to  spread  a  report  that  Capet's  son  had  escaped, 
and  had  been  carried  in  triumph  to  Saint-Cloud;  although 
they  were  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  such  an  escape, 
jour  committee  of  public  safety  directed  us, — Maure,  Chabot, 
Duiiiont,  and  myself, — -to  make  an  ofBcial  report  of  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner.  We  repaired  to  the  Temple  accordingly ;  and, 
in  the  first  apartment,  found  Capet's  son,  quietly  playing  at 
draughts  with  his  Mentor.  We  then  went  up  to  the  women's 
apartment,  and  found  there  Marie  Antoinette,  her  daughter, 
and  sist-er,  all  three  enjoying  perfect  health.  There  are  persons 
who  still  make  it  their  delight  to  spread  reports  among  foreign 

•  We  have  tiefore  DB  the  accounts  of  ttie  mcdioinea  furnislied  to  Maria 
Antoinette,  ter  children,  and  sister,  at  the  Temple,  during  tlie  months  of 
May,  June,  and  Jnlj,  by  citizen  Robevt,  apothecary  authorised  by  tha 
Commune,  and  under  the  direction  of  oitiaen  Uootoi*  Tliierrj,  by  which 
we  Bee  tliai,  during  the  whole  of  the  month  of  July,  t^-ero  weie  medioinea 
AmiaheJ  daily  for  theson  of  Marie  Antoinette.    (See  Doonment  No.  V.) 
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nations,  to  tlie  effect  tliat  they  are  ill-treated ;  while  from  their 
OWE  confessions,  made  in  presence  of  the  commissaries  of  the 
Convention,  it  appears  that  nothing  is  wanting  to  their 
comfort."* 

It  will  he  seen  that  Drouet  said  nothing  oi  the  complaints 
made  hj  Marie  Anf«inette,  relative  to  the  cruel  separation  from 
her  son.  The  cries  of  a  child,  tfee  tears  of  u  mother ;  tliat 
secret  and  mutual  sympathy  that  passed  from  the  garden  to 
the  tower,  and  from  the  tower  to  the  garden ;  that  bond  of 
love  and  sorrow,  that  drew  the  widow  to  the  orphan  so 
closely,  and  the  son  to  his  mother, — all  this  was  passed  over 
in  silence  I  They  merely  said :  "  The  child  was  playing 
quietly  at  draughts  with  his  tutor,  and  there  was  nothing 
wanting  to  the  comfort  of  Ms  mother,  and  aunt,  and  sister." 

From  tliat  day  forth  the  master  redoubled  his  severity 
towards  his  pupil.  The  tender  age,  the  innocence  and  grace 
of  the  prisoner,  were  unable  to  disarm  the  inflesihility  of  the 
jailer.  On  the  contrary,  the  pure  complexion  of  the  child, 
his  clearness  of  eye,  his  beautiful  hair,  hia  little  well-formed 
hand,  the  air  of  nobility  impressed  on  all  his  features,  Ms 
distinguished  manners  and  refinementof  mind,— all  that  dignity 
and  grace,  that  seemed  a  reflection  of  royalty  itself,  did  hut  in- 
flame against  him  the  coarse  passions  of  the  Simon  establish- 
ment. That  worthy  pair  would  talte  offence,  as  much  from 
personal  vanity  as  from  their  political  sentiments,  at  a  mere 
attitude,  a  gesture,  or  a  word  that  was  at  once  a  criticism  on 
their  own  peculiar  manners  and  the  living  tradition  of  aristo- 
cratic feeling.  Their  envious  spite,  implacable  as  deadly  hate, 
taught  them  thus  to  find  a  pleasure,  and — might  1  be  allowed  to 
say  so  ?— a  duty,  also,  in  degrading  their  pupil  to  their  own  level, 
and  in  effacing  every  peculiarity  in  the  scion  of  royalty  that 
might  betray  his  ancient  race  and  early  education. 

The  events  that  occurred  in  public  affairs  had  also  a  great 

*  Sitting  of  the  National  Convention  of  Sunday,  Ith  July,  1703. 
{iWoaitiorofTiieBdaj,  «tli  July,  1793.) 
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influence  on  the  conduct  of  Simon  towards  the  child,  to  whom 
he  stood  in  the  capacity,  not  merely  of  keeper,  but  also  of 
tutor,  director,  and  companion.  On  the  12th  July,  when  he 
heard  of  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Conde  by  the  Austrian 
army,  he  threw  himself  upon  him.  crying  out  in  his  fury : 
"  D — d  wolf-cub,  you  are  half  an  Austrian,  and  therefore 
deserve  to  be  S.a(^ murdered  !"* 

Two  daja  afterwards,  on  the  14th,  Simon's  wife  returned 
to  the  apartment,  looking  quite  scared ;  she  had  just  heard  of 
the  death  of  Marat,  who  had  been  assassiaated  in  his  bath  by 
a  young  girl  the  night  before,  Simon  could  not  at  first  believe 
that  such  an  event  could  have  occurred ;  hia  astonishment 
equalled  hia  wrath,  and  his  grief  equalled  his  indignation, 
Marat  had  that  sort  of  popularity,  derived,  not  from  universal 
esteem,  but  from  the  very  vices  of  humanity.  When  the 
breath  of  envy  inspires  the  wicked,  the  poor,  and  the  mean, 
the  wicked  are  pleased  to  see  the  just  fail  victims ;  the  poor, 
to  see  the  rich  stripped  of  their  wealth  ;  and  the  mean,  to  see 
the  mighty  degraded  to  the  dust 

For  the  first  time  Simon  left  his  prisoner  in  charge  of  his 
wife  and  a  commissary,  and  went  down  for  a  moment  to  the 
guard-house  and  council-room,  the  only  places  where,  without 
going  out  of  the  tower,  he  was  likely  to  obtain  informafioii  as 
to  the  facts.  The  news  was  known  by  all ;  it  occasioned  a 
great  sensation  in  the  tower ;  but  nowhere,  perhaps,  and  to  no 
other  person,  did  it  give  so  much  pain  as  to  the  Jacobin  shoe- 
maker, whose  protector,  neighbour,  and  political  model,  Marat 
had  been.  Simon  went  up  stairs  ;  he  was  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment, which  sooa  exploded  in  swearing  and  hlowa.  He  had 
taken  advantage  of  his  going  out  to  send  LefSvro  for  some 
wine  wid  brandy,  and  he  himself  drank,  and  made  his  wife 
drink  also.  "  And  yet,"  he  exclaimed,"  tfl-day  is  the  anniversary 

•  The  expressions  employed  by  Simon  are  repi-odiiceil  in  all  IJieir 
coarse  viralenee,  in  order  the  more  erophatiudlj  to  couvey  the  aid  realities 
(f  tliia  mdimuhd},  but  in 
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of  the  taking  of  the  Bastilo  !"  Then,  unable  to  rest,  his  brain 
thorongUy  heated,  his  face  flushed  with  drink,  and  his  pipe  in 
his  moutti,  he  draped  hia  papil  and  Marie-Jeanne  up  to  the 
platform  of  tSie  tower,  where  he  waited  to  breathe  a  iittle  fresh 
ail-,  and  catch,  in  the  nimbling  noise  of  the  great  city,  an  echo 
of  the  distant  and  confused  homage  paid  to  hia  expiring  idol. 
"Capet,  do  yon  hear  Hiose  noises  down,  there?  It  is  tho 
gi-oana  of  the  people  round  the  death-bed  of  their  friend.  I 
did  intend  to  have  made  you  leave  off  your  black  clothes  to- 
morrow, but  you  shall  keep  them  on  now.  Capet  shall  wear 
mourning  for  Marat.  D — d  viper  that  you  are,  you  don't  look 
distressed  at  all ;  you  are  glad  of  his  death!"  And  so  saying 
he  laid  his  hand  heavily  on  the  Prince's  head,  driving  it 
violently  down  upon  his  shoulders.  "  1  did  not  know  the  per- 
soa  who  is  dead, "replied  the  child;  "but  do  not  think  that 
I  am  very  glad  of  it ;  we  do  not  wish  for  the  death  of  anyone." 
"  Ah !  vie  do  not  wish,  don't  we !  Do  you  pretend  to  talk  to 
MS  in  the  style  of  your  tyrants  of  fathers  ?"  "  I  said  we  in  the 
plurfll,"Boid  the  child;  "for  my  family'and  myself."  Ap- 
peased by  this  grammatical  excuse,  which  a  master  ought  at 
least  to  pretend  to  understand  before  his  pupil,  the  smoking 
demagogue  walked  up  and  down  quietly  for  a  moment,  send- 
ing puffii  from  his  pipe  iu  evety  direction,  and  repeating 
again  and  again,  with  a  Satanic  laugh,  the  phrase  which  he 
was  charmed  to  have  devised :  "  Capet  shall  wear  momiiing 
for  Marat !" 

I  should  not  wish  to  be  reproached  with  giving  too  many 
details  and  anecdotes,  too  many  of  those  little  facta  and  inci- 
dents, till  now  unknown,  that  passed  in  that  part  of  the  tower. 
.Tn  the  vast  picture  of  the  Eevolution,  exbaiistod  by  our  fathers, 
there       one  i  ttl        m  t     which,  by  means  of  my  re- 

search and  f  n  tin  w  th  certain  persons,  which  seemed 
almost  mir  il  u  Ij  b  ght  bout,  I,  and  only  I  perhaps, 
have    1    d    th  d     th      b      owing     good    fortune    to  have 

been    bltpntt       I      n  ider  it  as  an  act 
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towards  tlie  public,  to  throw  the  same  truthfal  light  on  this 
mysterbua  struggle  between  a  child  and  his  jailer,  by  whieh 
I  mjself  have  been  enabled  tn  comprehend  it.  A  detail,  of  little 
importance  in  itself,  becomes  sometimes  the  very  essence  of  a 
historj ;  it  is  through  little  circumstances  that  we  interest 
ourselves  in  great  ones;  and  while  the  monster  city,  a  prey 
to  various  contradictory  feelings,  is  throbbing  at  the  recital  of 
that  murder,- — ^equal  in  audacity  to  those  of  antiquity, — and 
which  has  made  known  to  the  world  the  name  of  Charlotte 
Corday,  the  reader  will,  I  hope,  pardon  me  for  having  men- 
tioned the  little  isolated  scene  passing  on  the  top  of  the 
Temple  tower. 

On  the  following  Wednesday,  16th  July,  the  funeral  of 
Marat  took  place ;  it  was  celebrated  with  much  pomp,  the 
National  Convention  being  present  in  a  body,  as  were  also  the 
constituted  authorities  and  popular  societies.  Under  such 
solemn  circumstaooes,  it  was  a  subject  of  bitter  regret  to 
Simon  that  he  could  not  leai  e  his  post ,  and  he  was  continu- 
ally envying  the  good  fortune  of  his  ivife,  who  though  she 
had  already  seen  the  public  show  of  Marat's  body,*  was  also 
able  to  have  the  comfort  of  bemg  present  at  his  obseciuiDS. 
The  whole  day  long  he  walked  up  and  down  his  room  like 
an  imprisoned  tiger.  Although  condemned  by  his  duties  to 
be  absent  from  the  funera!  solemnities,  he  joined  it  m  thought 
at  least,  and  in  costume,  having  put  on,  for  that  day  his  fine 
red  cap  with  the  cockade  and  his  tn-coloured  scarf.  At  length 
his  wife  arrived,  and  the  narration  began  lut  the  account  of 
a  ceremony  from  wh  ch  he  had  been  forced  to  be  absent  and 
which  in  his  eyes  did  not  sufficiently  dis  harge  the  debt  of 

•  It  is  well  known  that  the  reraa  na  of  Marnt  lay  in  state  n  the 
rfiarohof  the  Vieui-Gorleler"  anlthattl  s  man  afier  hs  death  Jjttime 
the  object  of  a  sort  of  iBolalry  among  fie  clumigogues.  The  monster  was 
likened  to  ilie  Saviour  oflhe  world,  and  Litanies  were  pnblisheci,  in  wbich 
these  words  were  introduced  :  "  Heart  of  Jesus,  pray  for  ua !  Heart  of 
Marat,  pray  for  as  l"  This  pi'odnotion  was  the  work  of  eidzen  Brocliet, 
member  of  ^  revolu^onary  comimttee. 
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popular  gratitude,  was  far  from  pleasing  to  him.  "  It  ia  very 
sm-pvisiug,"  exclaimed  he,  again  and  again,  in  the  course  of 
the  evening ;  "  It  is  very  surprising  that  Marat  shOnld  be 
laid  in  the  Cordeliers'  vault,  whereas  Lepelletier  was  buried 
at  the  Pantheon!"  Some  days  afterwards,  on  the  23iid  or 
23rd  July,  when  he  heard  of  the  terrible  check  sustained  hy 
the  republicau  army  on  the  18th,  near  Saumur,  Simon  fell 
into  a  passion,  the  effects  of  which  were  borne  by  the  poor 
bruised  body  of  his  unfortuiiate  pupil.  "It  is  your  friends  that 
aro  cuttii^  our  throats  ;"  and  the  blows  fell  faster  and  faster. 
It  was  of  no  use  for  the  child  to  say,  "  It  is  not  my  fault !" 
the  pitiless  jailer  took  hold  of  him  by  his  hair,  and  shook  his 
head  so  as  almost  to  dislocate  his  neck.  The  child  stified  his 
lamentations,  large  tears  rolled  down  Jiis  cheeks,  but  no  cry  of 
distress  escaped  him,  so  much  did  he  fear  that  such  a  cry 
m^ht  be  heard  in  another  part  of  the  tower,  and  occasion 
suiTeriiig  as  great  as  his  own.  Oh !  this  is  praise  that  we 
ought  not  to  deny  him  !  The  fear  of  giving  pain  to  his  family 
inspired  him.  with  heroic  courage ;  it  taught  him  to  overcome 
his  nature  :  of  a  hasty  disposition,  as  he  was,  he  had  the  glory 
of  becoming  patient  by  his  thought  for  others. 

His  heart  had  long  been  a  stranger  to  gaiety,  the  roses  of 
health  had  faded  from  his  cheek ;  his  bodily  powers  were  as 
much  fetigued  as  his  mental  faculties  were  discouraged;  he 
slept  less  than  he  had  formerly  done,  and  the  strength  of  hoth 
body  and  mind  were  becoming  exhausted  in  an  unequal 
struggle,  and  in  inconsolable  sorrow;  but  the  inBfinct  of  what 
was  right  and  good  still  maint^ed  its  empire  in  his  breast. 

Simon  made  him  go  down  into  the  garden  every  day,  in 
compliance  with  the  orders  given  by  the  members  of  the 
committee  of  public  safety,  at  the  time  of  their  visit  of  the 
7th  July.  He  also  sometimes  took  bim  up  to  the  top  of  the 
tower,  but  this  latter  walk,  which  had  not  been  prescribed  by 
the  committee,  he  only  took  for  his  own  private  pleasure, 
when  he  was  tired  of  his  life  as  a  prisoner,  and  wished  to  take 
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the  air,  and  smolie  freely.  The  child  followed  him  thither, 
like  a  dog  tamed  hy  blows,  and  with  bowed  head,  not  daring  to 
meet  his  master's  eyes,  in.  whicli  he  was  sure  to  find  nothing 
hut  hate  and  menace, 

I  have  not  mentioned  that,  under  the  new  regulations, 
appointed  by  Simon,  boolss  and  pens  were  laid  aside  ;  but  my 
readers  will  have  undorstood  that  instruction  went  for  nothing 
in  the  novel  mode  of  education  practised  by  such  a  tutor. 
The  idleness  to  which  the  active  faculties  and  quick  intelli- 
gence of  the  child  were  condemned,  became  a  constant  source 
of  weariness  and  grief,  inaction  causing  hia  mind  to  revert 
continually  to  the  saddest  thoughts  and  most  painful  recol- 
lections. The  day  after  that  on  which  her  son  had  been 
taken  from  her,  the  Queen,  having  learned  tiiat  a,t  least  he 
had  not  to  leave  the  tower,  had  begged  that  his  lesaon-books, 
copy-books,  and  playthings  might  be  taken  to  him.  His 
papers  were  thrown  in  confusion  into  ft  comer,  his  books  were 
used  to  light  Simon's  pipe,  and  his  playthings,  either  broken 
or  imperfect  to  begin  with,  were  left  in  the  duat,  witk  the 
exception  of  a  clapper,  with  which  the  Prince  could  amuse 
himself  aloae,  and  the  foot-ball  which  he  usually  carried 
with  hito  into  the  garden, — I  say  nothing  of  the  Jows'-harp, 
for  he  would  not  even  touch  that.  Together  with  revolutionary 
lyrics,  patriotic  choi-oses,  sanguinary  jests,  and  feshionable 
oaths,  it  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  occupy  little  Capet's 
hours  of  study  and  recreation.  The  rudiments  of  education, — 
writing,  history,  geography,  the  adventures  of  Telemachus,,  and 
Lafontidne's  fables, — could  only  have  served  to  cultivate  his 
mind,  and  this  to  ennoble  his  heart. 

It  w  f    t    {,ht  th     Q  ee     h  d  h 

th  hml  AdthQ  ddtk  toht 

hdh       hldldfll  him  Ithldb 

takf         h  iytdfyt  ibdly  gh 

ai  IpjdtliallfH  f 

ththdwt       yf      btthyt  pped    h    t    t  th    fsa  f  1 
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trutli ;  she  did  not  suspect  that  it  was  the  wish  of  those  in 
office  to  lead  her  son  by  every  degree  of  shame  to  the  adoption, 
cot  only  of  bnital  habits,  but  of  revolutionary  opiaions  and 
ignoble  sentiments,  and  even  to  sing  the  regicide  songs  of  his 
jailers,  who  had  received  the  mission  to  debase  by  oppressing 

Simon,  as  has  been  seen,  made  him  serve  him ;  he  obliged 
him  by  dint  of  blows  to  descend  to  the  vilest  occupations  and 
most  humiliating  household  details.  Hastening  to  give  him  a 
costume  in  the  fashion  of  ths  day,  he  took  away  his  moaming, 
to  which  he  was  doubly  attached, — first  because  his  mother  had 
touched  it,  and  also  because  it  was  in  this  dress  that  he  had 
passed  hie  last  months  \vith  her :  it  was  another  fragment  of 
the  past  forsaking  him,  to  be  replaced  by  the  revolutionary 
uniform.*     In  fact,  among  the   summer  clothes  ordered  by 

"LittleCapefaliill,  bj  order  of  the  Tempk  council, 
(The  French  aune  is  almut  3ft.  lOin.  Eugliah  measure.) 
To  Eosquel,  Tailor, 
3nd  jear  ot  tlie  Trench  Republic,  one  and  indiyiBJble. 

ta.  1. 

6  j  nunes  nanfeeen,  for  vest,  wiustcoat,  and  trowscrs,  at  9fi'a.  .  .  49  10 
Lining  for  the  back  and  sleeves  of  the  waistcoat  and  vest,  and 

lor  tlie  trousers ]B  o 

Making' IS  0 

24th  September,  1}  aune  of  LoBviers  cloth,  for  a  little  coat,  waists 

coat  and  tronsers,  andliningforthefrontof  ilicooat,  atilOfrs,  120  0 

Silk  sleeve  linings,  pockets  and  back 10  0 

Bnttona 10  0 

Making  and  trimmings 12  0 

liaune  of  LonvierseloUi  for  a  little  coat,  waisfcoat,  and  trousers, 

and  facings  for  coal,  at  OOfrs 1 35  o 

Back,  sleeves,  and  pcckcfs ,    .    .    ,    .      8  0 

Lining  for  the  nlustcaat g  0 

Lining  6>r  the  brecolies 8  0 

Making 16  o 

Buttons  for  the  coat  and  wiusteoat 10  o 

Total  41^  10 
Correct,  and  received  the  articles  stated  in  tlie  above  bill  bv  tlio  com- 
— ■"  of  the  council. 

"  Lbfevre,  Commissary  of  tlie  Commune." 
(National  Archives,  Case  Ji,  Ku.  0307.) 
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Simon  for  his  papil,  was  a  little  coat  of  red  dotli,  made  in  the 
carmagnnle  shape,  and  which,  together  with  trousers  of  the 
same  colour,  and  the  red  cap,  was  to  constitute  the  classic 
uniform  of  the  Jacobins.  "  If  I  make  you  leave  off  raoum- 
ing  for  Marat,"  said  Simon  to  tlie  Prince,  "  at  least  yoa  shall 
wear  his  livery  ;  that  will  hefit  his  memory."  However, 
to  make  the  uniform  complete,  tlie  scarlet  cap  was  wanting. 
In  the  peimission  demanded  by  the  master  to  havo  a  coat  of 
fine  cioth  made  for  his  pupil,  he  had  forgotten  the  head-dress ; 
he  was  now  to  supply  this  important  omission.  The  cap 
arrived,  and  Simon  wanted  to  adorn  (he  prisoner's  head  with 
it  immediately ;  but  in  this  he  met  with  an  opposition  he  did 
not  expect;  tte  chdd's  rosistanoe  waa  indomitable,  and  blows 
had  no  effect  in  shaldng  it.  He  had  become  the  servant  of 
his  jailers,  ho  had  borne  a  thousand  affronts,  endured  a  thou- 
sand privations  which  only  aiTccted  himself:  but  he  alisolutely 
would  aot  put  on  his  head  the  head-dress  of  his  father's 
murderers,  Simon  gave  in,  at  last,  tired  with  scolding  and 
beating,  and  mollifled  by  his  wife's  saying  to  him ;  ■■  Oome,  let 
him  alone,  Simon,  he  will  he  less  obstinate  another  time; 
he'll  come  to  reason."  This  was  not  the  only  time  that  this 
woman  interfered  in  the  disputes ;  hut  then  she  had  good 
cause  to  be  pleased  with  the  child.  One  day,  as  she  was 
giving  her  former  mistress,  Madame  S^jan,  an  account  of  what 
passed  at  the  Temple,  she  said :  "  The  little  felloiv  is  a  very 
amiable  and  charming  child ;  he  cleans  and  polbhes  my  shoes 
for  me,  and  he  brings  me  my  foot>stove  to  my  b  d  ie  1  n  I 
get  up  1"  Alas !  you  remember  who  engaged  1  a  te  t  n 
who  waa  the  object  of  bia  endearing  kindness  in  days  b 

The  morning  nosegay,  gathered  daily  from  the  p  t  e  at 
Versailles,  and  laid  on  the  dressing- table  of  a  m  1  — the 
most  charming  of  women,  the  most  dignified  of  queens, — waa 
now  replaced  by  the  foot^stove  laid  by  the  royal  ctliid  at  the 
feet  of  the  wife  of  Simon  the  cobbler ! 

On  the  other  hand,  when  she  had  imparted  this  ooB£dential 
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intelHgeace ;  "  But,  Marie  Teanne,"  exclaimed  olcl  Madame 
Sejan  '■  it  is  infamous  of  you  to  suffer  the  son  of  your  King  to 
y  u        h     m 

M  n   J  wii  m  g  n      self-interest  ■was  more 

d         pcd  ai     cih  n   d     d    hat,  by  givii^  her  aa 

ttm  nesadpheda  rigiit  to  say  ajiy- 

h    g        li         N        h       d  hi        monstrance,  she  con- 

d  IV    da  n  h    made  no  alteration  in 

h  d  Sh     w  b  h     nature,  but  she  was 

mean  h  d  d  n  k  h  liild  be  beaten,  but  she  was 
veiy  willmg  that  hi&  mmil  ehould  be  debased:  "let  him 
alone,  Simon,  hell  come  to  reason ! " 

Yes,  be  will  come  to  reason!  will  come — by  dint  of  grosa 
injuries,  threats,  and  suffering — and  alas,  it  must  be  owned, 
with  the  help  of  wine !     My  God !  what  reason  ! 

Ere  that  great  day,  now  near  at  hand,  arrives,  prepare  his 
mind  and  head  to  receive  that  emblem  of  sanguinary  anarchy 
as  becomes  itl  His  honest  amiable  heart  was  assailed  on 
all  sides,  confused  by  the  most  perfidious  insinuations,  dis- 
turbed by  the  moat  odious  infiuences,  and  accustomed  by  slow 
degrees  to  the  most  revolting  expressions,  while  his  charming 
head  was  deprived  of  its  most  beautiful  ornament.  The 
woman  Simon  cut  off  that  splendid  hair,  whose  soft  shade 
gleamed  so  beauteously,  and  whose  pearly  waves  rippled  ou 
the  whiteness  of  his  transparent  skin.  His  hair,  besides, 
had  been,  guilty  of  many  offences,  for  it  had  been  the  pride  of 
his  mother,  and  was  like  a  last  diadem  reposing  on  his  royal 

Just  aa  the  scissors  had  completed  this  sacrifice,  the  com- 
missary on  duty  came  into  the  room,  followed  by  Meunier  and 
Vandebourg,  who  were  bringing  up  the  dinner.  The  com- 
missary looked  on  vrith  a  satisfied  air  at  what  was  passing; 
but  the  good-hearted  Meunier  cried  out  at  once ;  "  Oh  why 
have  you  hacked  about  his  Lair,  tiiat  so  became  him,  in 
this  manner?"     "There,"  replied  the  governess,  "don't  yoa 


...Coogic 


,   TUTOR   OF   THE    DADPHIN. 


see  that  we  ave  playing  at  the  game  of  the  King  despoiied  f" 
And  all,  with  the  exception  of  Meunier,  began  ta  lai^h  round 
about  the  shorn  lamb,  who  bowed  his  enslayed  and  dishonoured 
head,  as  that  of  one  of  those  early  Merovingian  princes  who  were 
shaven  in  ovdec  to  degrade  them.  The  child  remained  sad  and 
cast  down  the  whole  day.  I  know  not  whether  the  raiUery 
heaped  upon  him,  the  novel  sensation  of  his  head  being  shaved, 
or  the  very  want  of  sleep  came  to  the  assistance  of  two  glasses 
of  bad  wine,  that  be  was  forced  to  take  in  the  course  of  the 
evening ;  but,  however  it  might  be,  the  unfortunate  boy,  com- 
pletely overcome,  yielded  at  last.  Simon  proclaimed  his  vic- 
tory by  crying,  "  Capet,  after  all  you  are  a  Jacobin !"  and  the 
red  cap  shone  on  the  forehead  of  the  grandson  of  Louis  XIV. 
The  first  step  was  taken.  Next  day  the  shame  of  beiug 
shorn,  and  a  few  slight  blows  on  his  bare  temples,  sufficed  to 
induce  him  to  accept  his  new  head-dress,  the  only  one  left 
him.  Fortunately  his  mother  was  ignorant  of  his  fate.  That 
poor  mother,  who  never  failed  to  interrogate  the  jailers,  keepers, 
and  municipals,  about  his  welfare;  all  answered  her  that  she 
had  no  occasion  to  be  uneasy  about  her  son,  for  that  he  was  in 
good  hands,  and  the  greatest  care  was  taken  of  him.  These 
assurances  were  not,  however,  such  as  could  fully  tranquillise 
the  heart  of  a  mother,  so  fond,  so  sorely  tried,  so  justly  sus- 
picious. She  must  see  her  child  to  be  at  rest.  She  implored 
to  have  him  restored  to  her,  besieging  every  one  with  tlie  most 
heartrending  supplications.  The  municipals  confined  them- 
selves to  the  reply  that  the  measure  had  been  judged  necessary 
by  government,  and  that  it  was  requisite  to  comply.  Weary 
of  appealing  to  the  justice  of  the  commissaries,  Marie  Antoinette 
had  recourse  to  the  pity  of  Tison,  What  will  not  a  mother 
do  to  gain  information  of  her  child  i  Marie  Antoinette  was  not 
yet  a  mother  when  some  of  tJie  courtiers,  iu  order  to  prevent 
her  from  supporting  the  petition  of  a  poor  motber,  imploring 
pardon  for  her  son,  under  sentence  of  death  for  having  fought  a 
duel,  represented  to  her  that  she  had  addressed  herself  to 
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Madame  Dubarry  in  the  first  inBtance,  the  Dauphinesa  said: 
"  She  did  very  right ;  nothbig  can  degrade  a  mother ;  in  her 
place  I  would  have  embraced  the  knees  of  Zamore."  Now 
Zaraore  was  a  little  Indian,  whose  business  was  to  bear  the 
train  of  the  favourite.  Therefore,  when  the  Queen  had  become 
a  mother,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Marie  Antoinette  should 
have  entreated  Tison's  aid.  Tison  was  not  deaf  to  her 
grief.  Placed  about  the  Princesses  in  the  character  of  a  spy, 
the  greatness  of  their  chamcter,  and  their  sublime  resignarion 
had,  in  the  end,  seduced  him  from  his  first  principles.  He 
had  been  their  enemy  at  the  outset,  but  now  very  little  was 
wanting  for  him  to  become  their  accomplice.  His  wife  dis- 
avowing all  her  former  ideas  more  entirely  than  he,  and  at  an 
earlier  period,  threw  herself  one  day  at  the  Queen's  feet, 
exclaiming,  regardless  of  the  presence  of  the  municipals : 
"  Madame,  I  beseech  your  m^esty's  forgiveness !  I  am  the 
cause  of  your  death,  and  of  that  of  Madame  Elizabeth!" 
The  Princesses  raised  her  kindly,  and  tried  to  soothe  her,  but 
the  nervous  affection  from  which  she  was  suffering  continued 
a  long  time,  and  becoming  ill,  not  merely  did  the  Prmcesses 
grant  her  pardon,  but  they  loaded  her  with  kind  attentions. 
'■  Yea,  I  pity  them,"  said  she,  one  day  to  Meunier;  "  they  are  a 
generous  family,  whose  loss  cannot  bo  replaced  to  the  poor. 
If  you  could  see  them  aa  near  as  I  do  you  would  say  there 
was  nothit^  so  great  on  earth.  Those  who  have  seen  them  at 
the  Tuileriea,  as  you  have  done,  have  seen  nothing  at  all ;  you 
should  see  them  aa  1  have  at  the  Temple." 

This  poor  woman's  remorse  deprived  her  of  her  senses  * 
She  fell  into  frightful  convulsions;  a  nurse  was   provided 

•  "  The  commiEsiiriea  of  the  Temple  write  thai  the  oiWaeneas  Tison's  brain 
is  affected,  as  la  proved  by  the  carlifieateB  of  Doctors  Thierrj  and  Soup^ 

' '  Tho  council-general,  after  hearing  the  stafemenls  of  llie  major  and 
attorney-general  of  the  Commune,  decrees  : 

"1st.  That  oitineneBS  Tison  be  attended  within  ihc  Temple,  but  not  in 
the  tower. 

"  jiud.  That  she  have  a  private  nurse. 
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her,*  and  she  was  carried  into  a  room  in  the  palace.  Several  aieu 
were  needed  to  keep  h«r  down.j  Six  da^  afterwards,  she  waa 
taken  to  the  H6tel-Dieii,J  and  was  never  seen  again  ia  the 
Temple.  A  woman  heloogbg  to  tho  police  was  placed  about 
her,  in  order  to  catch  anjthing  that  might  drop  from  her  in 
her  delmtim  relating  to  the  loyal  fairily  S 

A'i  wt,  ha>o  eaid,  the  cnn^tision  of  the  wife  hid  been  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  the  husband.  In  the  hope  therefore,  of 
earning  absolution  for  nis  past  offenoes,  Tison  sought  to  atone 
for  them  by  an  entirely  no^el  couise  of  pi-oceedtng  Ho  made 
himself  acquainted  with  everything  that  might  be  interesting 
to  the  Queen ,  he  gave  hei  almost  daily  accounts  of  her  son, 

'  3rd.  The  council  leaves  io  the  lempla  ofiicers  the  plan.' 
(Councii-geiieral  of  tlie  Oommuiie,  Sitting  of  the  20th  June,  1793.) 
"  The  Temple  oonncil  statea  the  measures  adopted  respecting  the  iilnesa 
of  citizeuess  Tison. 

"The  council- general  adoptB  these  arrangeraeuts." 

(Sitting  of  the  let  Jnly,  1703,) 
•  Munieipalitj  of  Paris. 
Extract  from  the  register  of  the  deiiberations  of  the  Temple  connoil 
"  And  on  the  stune  day  we  made  inquiries  immediately  for  a  nurse  to 
le  appointed  for  the  time  being.     Wo  were  told  of  the  person  now  ap- 
pointed, Jeanne-Charlotte  Gbnrlet,  naually  reaiding  at  the  Temple.    We 
accepted  her,  and  desired  her  to  take  the  discrefion  oatli,  directing  her  not 
t«  hold  any  commnnication  with  any  one,  which  she  accordingly  promised, 
and  made  declaration  that  she  dul  nob  know  how  to  sign  her  name. 
"  An  exact  copy, 
"  Mekcibb,  UuPArMnsB,  Qubnbt,  Mace,  Commissaries. 
"  Seen  and  apj.Toved  by  the  conneil-general  of  flie  Commune,  this  Ist 
Jnly,  1793,  Znd  year  of  the  French  Kepublic,  one  and  indivisible. 

"  DoRir-CUDIEEBlS." 

{National  Arehives,  Case  E,  Bo.  620fl.) 

t  Tnrgy's  narrative. 

I  Tliere  is  a  letter  from  Elie  commiaaarieB  on  duty  at  the  Temple, 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  imrgeons  and  physicians,  stating 
that  ci^iiencss  Tison,  whose  mind  ia  alTected,  requii'es  tu  be  conveyed  to  a 
private  house,  eatahlished  for  those  suftering  from  that  sorl;  of  diaease. 
The  connoil-genei'al  decrees  tliat  she  be  tronsferr-ed  to  the  H6te]-Dieu,  and 
attended  there  at  the  eipenso  of  the  Commune. 

(Council-general  of  the  Commune,  sitting  of  the  6lh  July,  1T!'3.) 

5  Marie-Therfeae' 8  narrative. 
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but  took  good  care  not  to  inform  her  of  the  shameful  treatment 
to  which  he  was  suhjected,  and  of  which  he  himself  had  a 
complete  abhorrence.  He  spoke  of  Simon  without  describing 
him,  and  was  particularly  careful  not  to  remind  the  Princeasoa 
that  he  was  llie  same  municipal  who  had  always  affected  to 
employ  the  most  insulting  language  to  the  King,  as  well  as  to 
themselves.  He  told  them  that  the  child  went  down  into  tlie 
garden  every  day,  that  he  plaved  with  his  foot-bal!  there,  that 
sometimes,  even,  he  was  talteo  up  to  the  platform  of  the  tower, 
and  that  he  had  every  appearance  of  being  in  health ;  but 
when  the  royal  hearers  sought  to  enter  into  more  minute 
details  about  his  education,  Tison  prudently  left  off  speaking, 
alleging  that  he  could  not  know  what  went  on  within  the  apart^ 
ment.  It  will  be  readily  understood  with  what  satisfaction 
these  accounts,  meagre  and  imperfect  as  they  were,  were 
received,  and  how  eager  the  Princesses  became  to  hear  more. 
The  discovery  of  his  ascending  to  the  platform  inspired  them 
with  a  hope  to  which  they  gave  themselves  up  with  frenzied  joy. 
First  they  went  up  a  little  winding  stair,  leading  from  the 
wardrobe  up  to  the  attics.  At  the  head  of  this  little  staircase 
there  was  a  loophole,  made  in  the  thickness  of  the  wall,  and 
by  this  means  the  Queen  and  Madame  Elizabeth  could  see 
the  poor  child  from  turret  to  turret,  as  soon  as  he  appeared  on 
the  platform.  It  was  but  a  glimpse,  a  passing  vbion ;  nothing 
could  be  distinguished,  no  opinion  formed  from  that  apparition, 
fugitive  as  the  flight  of  a  thought  that  crosses  our  imagination, 
and  it  required  a  mother's  eyes  to  recognise  the  child  in  this 
manner.  Madame  Elizabeth,  in  her  correspondence  with 
Turgy,  makes  meation  of  this  droumstance,  "  Toll  Eidele,"* 
she  wrote,  "  for  my  sister  wished  you  to  know,  that  we  see  tlie 
little  one  every  day  from  the  window  on  the  wardrobe  stair; 
but  do  not  let  that  prevent  your  sending  us  news  of  him,"+ 

■  TfiuUn. 

t  This  note,  which  was  preBerved  by  Tui^y,  naa  publiah^y!  in  his 
"Historiual  fragmeDta  TclaliDg  to  the  Temple." 
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This  first,  tut  very  insufficient,  ray  of  comfort  gave  ttem  the 
idea  and  hope  of  a  still  greater  happiness. 

The  walk  on  the  platform  was  divided  for  the  prisoners  on 
the  two  floora  by  wooden  partitions,  so  arranged  that  they 
could  sec  each  other  through  the  cracks,  aad  though  certainly 
from  a  distance,  still  much  nearer  than  from  the  little  stair- 
case, and  for  a  longer  time,  which  waa  the  great  object. 
Henceforth  the  mother,  aunt,  and  sister,  had  but  one  thought, 
that  of  making  their  wallt  upon  the  tower  coincide  with  that 
of  "the  little  one,"  as  they  called  him  in  their  tender  converse. 
"  We  went  up  to  the  tower  very  often,"  says  Madame  Royalo, 
in  her  nawative,  "  because  my  brother  also  went  there, 
and  my  mother's  sole  pleasure  was  to  seo  him  pass  by,  through 
a.  little  crevice."  But  to  choose  the  hour  for  their  walk  on  tho 
platform  was  not  in  the  prisoners'  power;  the  time  when  the 
Queen,  her  daughter,  and  sister,  were  permitted  to  go  up  was 
fixed  by  the  municipals,  and  the  caprice  of  Simon  determined 
the  moment  of  the  day  when  the  child  came  up  to  take  the 
air.  It  was,  therefore,  only  by  a  lucky  chance,  or  by  the  con- 
niving pity  of  commissaries  well-disposed  to  the  royal  family, 
that  the  presence  of  the  prisoners  on  one  side  of  the  partition 
that  divided  the  walk  on  the  platfonn  could  be  made  to 
coincide  with  that  of  the  child  on  the  other  side.  It  was  no 
matter;  as  Madame  Eoyale  tolls  us, — they  always  went  up; 
they  were  not  sure  that  the  young  Prince  woidd, — but  he  miffht 
come.  How  many  long  hours  were  thus  passed  in  watching 
for  the  child  to  come !  With  ears  pressed  against  the  partition 
of  planks,  the  poor  recluses,  attenrive  and  hushed  to  silence, 
listened  for  the  least  movement  on  the  stair,  and  anyone  may 
imagine  how  their  hearts  heat  when  they  heard  the  sound  of 
footsteps  coming  op.  How  many  times  were  they  disappointed 
in  their  impatient  anxiety !  The  sound  that  echoed  along  the 
winding  slair  was  made  by  the  sentinels  posted  on  every  floor, 
or,  perhaps,  by  the  municipals  going  their  round.  Notwith- 
Htanding  so  many  fruitless  attempts,  however,  the  Queen  was 
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not  discouraged;  no,  tliougli  slwxys  disippoiatel  hope  iieveir 
quits  the  heart  of  amDthei  At  kngth  oa  Tucslay  30th 
July,  Marie  Antoinette  lid  catch  a  gl  mpse  of  her  child  once 
more ;  but  that  shadow  of  joy  so  long  looke  1  for  foi  which  she 
hadpi^yei  to  Heavea  with  so  much  fervour  Heaven  granted 
m  such  foi  n  that  it  became  a  witheiing  blight  upon  hpr 
soul  iea  hei  child  did  pass  by  he  passed  befo  e  the  eyes 
of  hia  m''thei  who  was  alle  to  turn  a  momentary  inquimq 
look  upon  hei  6on  he  had  left  off  mourning  for  his  father 
he  hil  the  iod  cap  on  hib  bead  and  with  him  nas  th) 
insclent  mumcipil  who  had  distinguished  himself  bv  heap  ng 
the  most  brutal  msuits  on  heiself  aad  on  Louis  XV J  As 
ftte  "jMlied  it  too  Simon  i\ho  had  just  heai  1  of  the  oaptuie 
of  Vilencienaes  by  the  Duke  of  "ioik  was  at  the  moment 
in  a  paro\jt.m  of  fuiy  which  diachaiged  itself  as  usuil  en 
the  loval  chill  whose  piogiess  he  was  haiassmg,  with  oaths 
and  llasphemes  Thun  ler&truck  with  what  she  had  seen 
the  unfoitmate  Queen  threw  herself  without  itteiin^  awoid 
mto  tlip  arras  of  hpr  s  ste  n  law  who  had  witne  sed  the 
ciuel  scene  with  hei  aai  I  th  diew  apart  joung  Marie 
I^tese  who  was  haateamg  also  to  the  paitibon  and  nhose 
feelings  they  determine!  to  spaie  giving  each  othei  as  if 
^t  uok  with  1  mutual  idei  an  tlectnc  glance  to  counsel  that 
all  should  be  voncealed  from,  hei  It  is  of  no  uie  t  wait 
any  1  i  gei  said  they  aloul  ho  will  not  pass  bv  to  di.\ 
And  they  moved  t^Jwards  the  othei  side  of  t!ie  platform.  But 
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and  exclaimed:  "Ah!  you  have  deceived  me!"  "No, 
Madame,  I  have  not  deceived  jou,  for  all  that  I  told  jou 
was  true.  Only,  out  of  consideration,  I  did  not  like  to  tell 
yo«  everything.  Now  that  I-  have  no  longer  anything  to 
hide,  I  will  for  the  future  tell  you  faithfully  whatever  I  shall 
be  able  to  disoover." 

Thenceforth  the  Queen  and  Madame  Elizabeth  knew  the 
deplorable  condition  of  tlie  Dauphin :  they  learned  that  he  waa 
only  spoken  to  with  oaths,  only  commanded  by  threats,  and 
that  they  wanted  to  force  him  to  sing  obscene  couplets  and 
regicide  songs  :  they  also  learned  that  the  beroio  child  resisted 
still,  and  that  as  yet  blows  had  not  extorted  compliance.  These 
details  were  not  told  to  Madame  Eoyale,  aa  Madame  Elizabeth 
anxiously  requested  Tison  and  his  wife,  and  all  who,  from  com- 
passion, gave  them  news  of  the  Dauphin,  not  to  let  hia  sister 
know  any  painful  circumstance  connected  with  these  accounts. 

This  waa,  perhaps,  the  most  distressii  p  d  of  1  e  long 
tiials  of  Marie  Antoinetta-  To  hear  that  h  h  11  a  II  and 
be  unable  to  nurse  him  ;  to  hear  that  he  wa  ims  able  and 
be  unable  to  console  him  ;  to  hear  that  he  as  dan  and 
be  unable,  alas !  to  aid  him ;  and  to  kn  p  haps  ha  hia 
innocent  mind  was  weakening,  and  be  unal  le  to  support  him ! 
Is  there  any  suffering  of  a  mother  to  be  compared  to  this  ?  It 
seemed  to  her  as  if  her  child  was  beiag  hourly  torn  from  her, 
and  that  she  waa  powerless  to  retain  him, — as  if  he  waa  beii^ 
poisoned  and  she  could  not  defend  him  "  My  presentiments 
did  not  deceive  me  she  said  to  hei  tender  sister-in-law;  "  I 
knew  quite  wellthiithe  was  suffenng  Were  he  a  hundred 
leagues  away,  "uid  unhappy,  mv  heait  would  tell  me  he  was 
80.  I  had  been  suffenng  agitated  trem^hling  for  two  days 
before  ;  it  waa  the  teara  shed  H  my  poor  child,  far  from  me, 
that  I  felt  falling  hack  upon  my  heart  I  care  for  nothing 
flow! — God  haa  forsaken  us' — I  daie  not  even  pray!"  Here, 
suddenly  struck  with  icpentance  foi  her  last  words  :  "  Forgive 
me,  my  God !  "   she  resumed,  clasping  her  hands  in  prayer; 
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"and  yoa,  my  Bister,  forgive  ma  too!  I  believe  in  you  as  I 
do  in  my  own  self ;  but  I  am  too  mieerablo  not  to  dread  somo 
new  misfortune  is  approaching.  My  child  1  my  child !  1  feel 
by  the  anguish  of  my  own  heart  that  his  is  failing  him." 

That  evening  young  Marie  Thureae  said  to  her  aant,  ' '  Good 
Heaven,  how  sad  my  mother  has  been  to-day  !  "  Madame 
Elizabeth  tried  to  raise  her  spirits  by  a  few  encouraging  words, 
and  the  young  girl  said  her  prayers,  and  was  soon  fast  asleep ; 
but  her  mother  and  aunt  were  awake ;  they  were  long  awake 
that  night ;  they  walked  up  and  down,  recalling  to  eacli  other's 
minda  all  the  gloomy  past,  to  dwell  lovingly  on  the  thoughts, 
and  words,  and  Idnd-hearted  actions  of  their  lost  child;  they 
traversed  the  humble  asylum  where  they  had  seen  him  for  so 
many  long  days — notwithstanding  privation,  and  imprisonment, 
and  insult — so  bright,  so  light-hearted,  so  affectionate,  and 
sometiaies  laughing  so  gayly,  studying,  singing,  and  praying. 
They  remembered  that,  whenever  he  saw  them  sad  and  ill, 
the  poor  child  had  known  how  to  summon  back  some  sparks 
of  his  own  lively  humour  to  cheer  and  divert  them.  They 
could  not  restrain  their  despair,  and  tears  began  again  to 
flow. 

On  the  next  day,  and  the  day  following,  they  went  up  on 
the  tower  again,  where  they  spent  many  long  hours;  but 
nothing  was  to  be  seen.  Ah '  why  had  that  cruel  revelation 
been  made  to  thent?  Marie  Antomette  saw  net  her  child  en 
either  of  those  days,  nor  was  she  eiei  to  see  him  Hoain  and 
she  was  now  to  carry  with  her  from  the  lemple  a  new  and 
most  bitter  source  of  distress  and  unuismeas  and  te^ra  moio 
bitter  still  than  any  she  had  shed  befote 

For  several  days  a  great  agitati  n  had  been  (isible  men  s 
passions  were  becoming  more  and  more  mflimed  against 
the  prisoners  in  the  Temple  and  the  fopling  had  diiflayed 
itself  ia  the  heart  of  the  council  general  bj  vi  li^nt  mdiiifea 
tations.  There  was  a  gi-eat  famrae  and  the  punishmtnt  of 
death,    decreed  against  mouo£oLisers  by  the    National  Oon 
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ventioa,  had  brought  no  alleviation  to  the  sufferinga  of  the 
people.*  To  the  checks  sustained  in  the  north,  the  west 
responded  hy  the  victories  of  La  Vendue,  ■where,  at  the  Pont 
de  C^,  the  republican  array  was  completely  routed ;  in  the 
south,  Lyons,  always  in  commotion,  was  now  in  a  great  ferment, 
and  on  the  eve  of  a  bloody  collision  of  parties ;  while  Toulon 
and  Marseilles  saw  the  threatening  fleet  of  England  hovering 
round  their  ports.  Everything  seemed  to  forebode  to  the 
leaders  of  anarchy  that  their  tyrannical  power  was  bending 
towards  its  ruin.  They  felt  the  necessity  of  striking  some 
great  blow.  The  blood  of  Louis  XVI.  was  still  reeking :  they 
deemed  it  better  not  to  leave  it  time  to  cool. 

On  Thursday,  1st  August,  BarrSre  presented  a  report  to 
the  Convention,  relating  to  the  combination  of  all  Europe 
against  the  liberty  of  France.  "  The  committee,"  said  he, 
"  has  just  obtained  proofs  that  England  has  paid  agents 
in  our  cities,  ports,  and  throughout  the  country,  who  have 
orders  to  set  on  fire  our  magazines  and  arsenals,  and  to  incite 
women  and  refractory  priests  to  assassinate  the  patriots ; 
already  have  these  wretches  in  part  effected  their  lionible 
purpose.  Dubois-Crance  writes  us  word  that  Pitt  has  trans- 
mitted to  Lyons  four  roillions  in  specie ;  and  we  know  that, 
from  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  English  ships,  stationed  in  one  of 
our  southern  ports,  a  vessel  has  been  despatched  thither  under 
pretext  of  holding  a  parley." 

The  orator,  continuing  to  heap  together  many  most  absurd 
and  incoherent  scraps  of  intelhgence,  as  food  for  popular 
passions,  read  a  letter,  found  at  Lille,  addressed  to  an  English- 
man, without  any  signature,  hut  attributed  to  the  Duke  of 


•  "  A  deputation  from  the  Cordelier  Society  demands  that  the  eomniis- 
Earies  on  duty  at  the  Temple  always  keep  their  hats  on. 

"The  couDcil  will  pass  lo  the  order  of  the  day,  as  every  one  of  its 
members  is  sufGcientlv  aware  of  the  respect  due  to  hiraself  not  to  uiieover 
before  inch  indiyidnala  ds  those  confined  at  the  Temple." 

(Council-general  of  the  Comniune,  sitting  of  the  19th  July,  17B3.) 
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York,  or  one  of  that  piince  s  mast  conh  lential  agents  The 
person  to  whom  it  ia  aiiiresbed  is  mentioned  undei  tl  a  title  of 
"My  lord."  Almost  all  the  jorsonage-j  who  figure  m  this 
letter  are  spoten  of  by  tl  e  initial  letters  of  their  name  only 
excepting  La  Marliere  wlose  name  is  gi\en  at  fill  lengtli 
It  appears  thit  ae  eral  of  oui  generals  ■were  in  the  conspracy 
and  that  one  b  aid  of  the  allege  1  plot  was  to  burn  up  the 
forage  of  out  ai  ea  tl  o  ighout  the  towns  belonging  to  the 
republic  on  one  an)  the  san  e  day  Ike  wntei  lecommenied 
tiiat  republ  an  asa  gnats  si  ould  not  he  credited  tliat  all  suuh 
as  did  not  beai  the  loyal  effigy  shoiill  be  refused  acceptance 
that  means  should  be  taken  to  raise  the  price  of  bread  to  foim 
monopolies  of  all  necessaries  and  to  buy  up  candles  and  greaae 
at  any  cost,  so  as  to  raise  tbem  to  five  livres  the  pound  I 
beg  you  will  not  be  sparing  of  money  We  hope  that  the  as  as 
sinationa  will  be  carripd  on  prulently  women  or  disguiaed 
priests,  would  be  the  people  m  st  fit  for  this  business  Send 
50.000  livres  to  Eouen  and  50  OUO  h\rea  to  Caen 

BarrSre  then  read  some  of  the  declarations  made  as  he 
stated,  by  Charrier  leader  of  the  rebels  of  Luzere  and 
"  which  seem  to  be  connected  with  the  Enf,lish  wiitei  above 
mentioned.  It  will  lo  seen  that  Bourbon  (the  e\.  luke)  was 
to  be  commander-ill  chief  in  the  north  that  the  bpaniarda 
made  a  feint  of  attacking  Peipignan  only  to  make  suie  ot 
Bellegarde ;  that  the  sole  object  of  Savoy  in  alluring  us  mto 
her  mountain  passes  was  to  destioy  us  theie  and  that  a 
landing  was  to  bo  efieoted  at  Gette  or  at  some  other  port  va 
the  Mediterranean. 

Barrece  then  cite!  to  the  bar  of  nati  na  and  of  history 
that  English  people  nho  boast  of  then  loic  f  r  hbejtv 
and  who  wish  to  po  son  us  with  that  lojilty  s ipeiatitiously 
adored  by  tliemselves  thit  people  whom  avanco  inspies  to 
commit  so  many  sins  — pohtics  ao  minj  cnmes  He  cited 
to  the  same  bar:  '  The  ^oieinmeit  t  Britain  thit  knoivs 
no  spring  of  action  eavt   gold     that  has  in  itself  thf  tanf 
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of  men,  orators,  and  legislators."  He  summoned  thither  Pitt, 
the  minister — "  ttat  youug  slave  of  a  monarch  in  his  dotafje ; 
the  man  who  made  himself  a  name  solely  by  the  baseness  of 
his  intrigues  and  vices.  Is  it  our  forgetting  the  crimes  of 
the  Austrian,"  he  cried ;  "  our  indifference  as  to  the  family  of 
Capot,  that  has  thus  misled  our  enemies  ?  Well !  it  is  time 
to  root  out  every  branch  of  royalty  !  " 

Last  of  all,  BarrSre  read  a  letter,  giving  an  official  account 
of  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Valenciennes,  which  had  been  for 
several  days  threatened  by  the  army  of  the  enemy. 

At  the  end  of  this  alarmist  report,  which  would  appear 
simply  ridiculous  if  we  did  not  perceive  the  object  proposed, 
the  National  Convention  adopted,  without  deliberating  on  them, 
several  important  measures,*  from  which  we  select  those  con- 
nected with  out  subject.  It  was  once  more  to  fear  tiiat  they 
had  recourse,  in  order  to  complete  their  crime. 

1st.  Marie  Antoinette  is  sent  to  the  tribunal  extraordinary ; 
she  will  be  immediately  conveyed  to  the  Conciergerie. 

3ud.  All  the  members  of  the  Capet  family  will  be  banished 
from  the  territories  of  the  republic,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  children  of  Louis  Capet,  as  also  of  those  members  of 
that  family  now  under  the  hand  of  the  !aw. 

3rd.  Elizabeth  Capet  will  not  he  banished  unlil  after  the 
trial  of  Marie  Antoinette. 

•>  Among  tha  measures  was  that  directing  the  transfer,  by  poafs,  of  tlie 
garrison  of  Majenco  into  La  VendSt^  and  for  that  purpose  placing  three 
millions  at  the  disposal  of  tlie  minister  of  war ;  and  tliat  appointing  General 
Houohard  to  tlia  eommand  of  the  armies  of  the  north  and  of  the  Ardennes, 
in  lieu  of  Custinea. 

Houchani,  who  was  serving  under  Custiiies,  had  denounced  his  ohief, 
ii!  order  to  obtain  his  situation,  and  had  accused  Mm  of  having  been 
the  eause  of  the  loes  of  Mayence.  Custines  laid  hie  head  on  tJie  ecatSbld 
in  coneequonse. 

Houohaid,  notwithstanding  some  brilliant  snccesses,  was,  in  hia  turn, 
ilenoimeed  bj  Hoohe,  and  aentenoed  to  death  on  the  ISth  November, 
1793. 

The  aimj  were  devouring  eanh  other,  aa  well  as  the  Gonveiition ! 


...Coogic 


LOUIS   THE    SEVENTEENTH. 


4tJi.  Those  membere  of  the  Capet  family  who  are  not  under 
the  sword  of  the  law  shall  be  expelled  the  country  aJter  the 
trial,  if  absolved. 

6th.  The  expenses  of  the  ttvo  children  of  Loaia  Capet  will 
be  reduced  to  what  is  necessary  for  the  food  and  maintenance 
of  two  persona. 

6th.  The  tomba  and  mausoleums  of  the  ex-kings,  in  the 
church  of  Saint-Denis,  and  in  the  temples  and  elsewhere, 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  republic,  will  be  destroyed 
on  the  10th  August  nest. 


The  first  measure  was  carried  out  immediately.  At  two 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  August  the  Princesses  were 
awakened,  in  order  to  hear  read  to  the  Queen  the  decree  which 
directed  her  being  transferred  to  the  Couciorgerie.  "  She  heard 
the  decree  read  through  without  emotion,  and  without  uttering 
a  single  word.  But  Madame  Elizabeth  and  Madamo  Eoyale 
hastened  to  beg  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  go  with  the 
Queen,  which  was  refused.  During  the  whole  time  tlAat  the 
Queen  was  packing  up  her  clothes,  the  municipals  never  left 
her;  she  was  even  obliged  to  dresa  before  them.  Her  pockets 
were  demanded,  and  she  gave  iheta;  they  searched  them, 
and  took  everything  they  contained,  though  there  was  nothing 
of  consequence  in  them.  They  tied  them  up  in  a  parcel  to 
be  sent  fo  the  revolutionatj  tribunal,  and  told  the  Queen 
that  it  would  be  opened  before  her  there,  leaving  her  only 
her  pocket-handkerchief  and  smelling-bottle.  She  departed, 
after  having  embraced  her  daughter,  exhorting  her  to  keep  up 
all  her  courage,  and  recommending  her  to  take  good  care  of  her 
aunt,  and  obey  her  as  a  second  mother.  Then  she  threw  her- 
self into  her  sister's  arms,  recommending  her  children  to  her. 
The  young  Princess  was  so  much  shocked,  and  her  grief  at 
parting  with  her  mother  was  so  intense,  that  she  had  not  power 
to  answer.  Madame  Elizabeth  having  said  a  few  words  in  the 
Queen's  ear,  the  latter  departed  without  venturing  to  give 
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another  look  on  her  daughter,  least  she  shouH  lose  her  aelf- 
commacd.  She  was  obliged  to  stop  at  the  foot  of  the  tower  in 
order  that  the  municipals  might  make  out  ft  report  of  the  transfer 
of  her  peraou.  As  sVie  passed  out  she  atruisk  her  head  against 
the  gate,  from  not  stooping  ;  and  when  she  was  asked  wliBtlier 
she  had  hurt  herself:  'Oh,  no!'  said  she,;  'nothing  hence- 
forth can.  hnrt  me,'  She  got  into  a  carriage  with  a  municipal 
juid  two  gendarmes." 

I  shall  add  nothing  to  this  account,  left  ua  by  Marie 
ThSrSse.*  I  will  not  even  attempt  to  describe  the  last  look 
turned  by  Marie  Antoinette  to  the  door  of  her  son's  room,  as 
she  went  down  the  stairs.  What  a  departure!  What  a 
moiuent!  The  poor  mother  knew  that  she  was  going,  never  Ui 
return,  and  she  was  leaving  her  son, — whom  she  could  not 
embrace  for  the  last  time, — in  the  hands  of  3imon. 

On  the  same  day,  Friday,  2nd  August,  when  the  Queen 
was  imprisoned  in  the  Conciergerie,  Chaumette  recollected  the 
royal  child,  and  sent  him  some  toys,  among  which  was  a  little 
guiUotine,  like  those  which,  under  permission  of  the  police  of 
the  period,  were  worked  in  the  streets,  at  the  expense  of  poor 
little  birds,  by  the  vagabond  jugglers,  as  a  rehearsal  of  the  great 
sanguinary  drama  performed  in  the  public  squares,  in  which,  the 
victims  were  men.  This  mode  of  outraging  a  child,  hy  giving 
him  aa  a  plaything  a  model  of  the  instrument  of  his  father's 
death,  and  of  that  preparing  for  his  mother,  was  certainly  novel. 
It  might  have  pleased  some  revolutionary  fancy,  but  oo  that  day 
there  happened  to  he  certaui  commissaries  at  the  Temple  who 
had  no  taste  for  it,  and  one  of  them  threw  tiie  ill-omened  play- 
thing into  the  fire,  so  that  it  never  reached  the  child.  On 
that  day,  also,  there  appeared  a  decree  from  the  National  Con- 
vention, placing  a  sum  of  fifty  millions  of  francs  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committee  of  pubhc.  safety  ;  and  another,  ordering 
the  directors  of  the  Paris  tlieatres  to  have  the  tragedies  of 
"Brutus,""  William  Tell,"  and  "  C^us  Gracchus,"  performed 

•  Narrative  rf  the  OHptivity  of  the  Koyal  Famllj  in  the  Temple, 
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three  times  a-weelc,  as  an  amusement  given,  gratis,  to  tiie  people, 
and  piud  for  onjt  of  the  national  treasury.* 

Barrere,  after  having  enumerated  all  the  hloody  dajs  of 
the  Eevolutioa  in  an  enthusiastic  strain  of  panegyric,  had  sai  d : 
"The  republic  must  strike  England,  Austria,  La  Vendue,  the 
Temple,  and  the  Bourbons,  on  one  and  the  same  day," 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Queen's  death  was  already 
announced,  even  before  her  trial  began.  The  trial  could  not 
yet  be  commenced;  it  was  necessary  to  invent  a  fouu^atioQ  to 
uphold  the  structure,  and  such  a  foundation  was  soon  found. 
The  same  corrupt  spirit  that  had  conceived  the  idea  of  ener- 
vating and  debasing  a  child  to  the  level  of  a  beast,  took  pleasure, 
and  hardened  itself,  in  the  thought  of  mailing  the  most  tender- 
hearted of  children  th&  accuser  of  the  most  excellent  of  mothers, 
and  of  thus  employing  the  moral  destruction  of  the  former 
to  bring  about  the  judicial  murder  of  the  latter.  But  Simon 
had  many  battles  to  fight  before  he  could  gain  that  point. 

On  "Wednesday,  7th  August,  1193,  Simon's  wife  went  to 
see  the  tragedy  of  "  Brutus,"  and  she  came  back  wild  with 
enthusiasm.  She  gave  them  an  account,  siiter  her  manner, 
both  of  the  plot  of  the  piece,  and  of  the  performance  of  tlie 
actors.  Simon  was  greatly  charmed,  and  began  to  laugh  at  his 
wife's  nai-ration;  but,  suddenly  perceiving  that  hia  pupil  had 

*  Wo  glvo  the  exact  terms  of  this  decree. 

"Article  1st. — Beginning  from  the  4t!i  instant,  and  up  to  tho  Ist  Sep- 
tember iiBst,  will  be  represented,  three  times  a-weefc,  in  those  theatres  oi 
Paria  appointed  bj  the  mimleipality,  the  tragedies  of  'Brotua,'  'WilUntn 
Tell,'  and  '  Caios  Gracchus,*  and  oths' dramatio  pieces  which  depict  the 
fortunate  events  of  the  Eevolntion,  and  the  vittaes  of  the  defeaders  of 
liberty ;  one  of  these  performanceB  will  he  given  weekly,  at  the  expenBo  of 
the  Eepoblic. 

"  Article  and.— Every  theatre  iv  which  plajs  tending  to  deprave  the 
public  mind,  and  I'evive  the  di^ncefnl  superstition  of  royalty,  shall  be 
closed,  and  the  directors  arreted  and  punished  according  to  the  rigour  of 
the  law. 

"  Article  3rd. — The  execution  of  thia  decree  is  intrusted  to  themunici- 
palily  of  Paris." 
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turned  away  his  head  with  an  indifferent  air,  and  witb  a  very 
evident  intention  not  to  listen.  "D — d  wolf-cub !"  he  esclaimed; 
"  you  won't  listen  thou  to  the  citizeuess,  when  she  is  instructing 
you  and  enlightening  yoav  ignorance  1  You  wish  then  to  remain 
an  idiot,  and  son  of  a  tyrant  for  ever  I"  "ETeryone  has  parents 
whomheought  to  honour,"  replied  the  child,  with  angelic  oaTm- 
neas  and  a  feeling  purely  filial ;  hut  this  very  miidnesa  made 
the  furious  tutor's  blood  boil,  and,  with  a  hack-handed  blow  and 
a  kick,  he  sent  the  Christian  child,  who  had  been  guifty  of 
honouring  his  father,  ten  paces  off,  fiat  on  the  floor,  while 
a  Btorm  of  sarcasms  pursued  him  to  the  other  end  of  the 
room.* 

Simon  always  made  his  pupil  pay  for  the  anti-revolutionary 
movements  that  broke  out  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
On  Tuesday,  6th  August,  Montbrison  having  risen  in  arms,  to 
the  cry  of  "Vive  Louis  XVII. T'  it  will  be  seen  how  this 
seditious  cry  was  responded  to  within  the  Temple  lower  three 
or  four  days  afterwards.  "  Wife,  I  present  to  you  the  King  of 
Montbrison !"  said  tlie  master,  ironicaliy,  taking  off  the  child's 
republican  cap ;  "  I  am  going  to  anoint  him  for  you :  consecrate 
him,  and  put  incense  before  him !"  and  he  rubbed  the  child's 
head  and  ears  roughly,  pufiiing  out  of  his  pipe  into  his  face ; 
and,  pushing  him  towards  Marie-Jeanne,  he  exclaimed;  "  Come 
on,  wife ;  in  your  turn  present  your  coropliments  to  his  majesty." 

The  Convention  had  fixed  on  the  anniversary  of  the  10th 
August  to  proclaim  the  sanction  given  by  the  people  to  the 
new  constitntion  of  the  republic.  A  solemn  festival,  under 
the  direction  of  David,  the  painter,  was  held  at  Paris,  on  that 

•  Tlie  newspapers  and  playbills  of  tho  day  gave  notion  of  the  perform- 
ance  as  follows  : — 

Wednesday,  7tli  August  Ijoa. 
THEATRE   DE  LA  HATXON. 
Tliia  day,— "Bjaiid  for  the  people!" — "Brutaa,"  a  tragedy,  l)y  Vol- 
taire, -.wi  "  ie  Balillliirrl,"a  comedy  in  verse,  one  act,  by  Boissy. 
To  coiamciice  at  E  o'olooli. 
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Anniversaij  of  llic  lOlli  August. 

daj,  with  a  pomp  reminiiing  one  of  the  c 
antii)uity.  In  token  of  the  ancient  bond  between  agricultura 
and  legislation— typified  in  ingenious  Greece,  by  Ceves  being 
appointed  legialatress  of  societies, — each  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion carried  a  bouquet  of  blades  of  corn  and  fruit  in  hia  hand. 
The  regicide  Assembly,  preceded  by  the  Declaration  of  the 
Eights  of  Man  and  the  constitutional  edict,  joined  the  festival 
in  a  body,  and,  on  the  spot  where  the  blood  of  Louis  XVI, 
had  been  shed,  they  sang  and  listened  to  hymns  in  honour  of 
liberty,  saluting  the  instrument  of  death  at  the  same  time. 
Eight  white  horses,  adorned  with  red  rosettes,  drew  a  triumphal 
car  loaded  with  garlands  and  crowns,  in  which  waa  the  funeral 
urn  intended  as  a  receptacle  for  the  ashes  of  citizens  who  had 
died  in  the  cause  of  regenerate  France.  The  relations  of  these, 
their  foreheads  wreathed  with  flowers,  wallted  beside  the  tri- 
umphal car,  to  the  sound  of  warlike  music,  and,  enveloped  in 
clouds  of  incense,  rising  from  numerous  golden  censers.  The 
popular  societies  opened  the  procession,  with  their  banners 
bearing  the  emblems  of  vigilance ;  and  then  came  the  primary 
assemblies  with  their  pites,  the  weapons  of  liberty  against 
tyrants.  Five  times,  in  the  space  it  traversed  between  the  Place 
de  la  Bastile  and  the  Champ-de-Mars,  did  the  mighty  proces- 
sion pause  in  its  progress,  and,  at  every  resting-place,  monu- 
ments recording  the  principal  acta  of  the  Bevolution  were 
presented  to  the  view.  '  About  half-way  along  the  Boulevards, 
a  triumphal  arch  had  been  erected  to  the  heroines  of  the  5th 
and  eth  October,  1 789,  on  the  four  sides  of  which  were  inscrip- 
tions recording  the  results  of  those  events,  whilst  the  women 
themselves  figured  amid  the  monuments  of  "their  glory!" 
seated  on  their  gun-carriages,  as  had  been  the  case  on  the  road 
from  Versailles.*  The  procession  halted  before  them;  Herault 
de  SfcheOea,  president  of  the  Convention,  harangued  them, 
placed  a  crown  of  laurels  on  the  head  of  each,  and  gave  each  a 

•  See  the  ••  JlmiTiach  HisivriiW  1103,  p.  188. 
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fraternal  embrace;  after  which  thej  joined  the  jroceasioa 
which  thea  proceeded  on  its  way  amid  loud  icclamitiona 

This  fete  was  perhaps  the  most  showy  and  pompous  that 
ever  stirred  up  the  great  revolutionary  citv  Simon  eipeii 
enced  a  feverish  feeling  of  regret  that  he  was  unj,ble  to  enjoy 
it,  and  cursed  the  stern  dignity  of  his  charge  which  made  him 
aa  much  a  slave  as  his  prisoner.  From  early  dawn  the  sound 
of  the  cannon  had  roused  the  ancient  ethoes  of  the  Templars 
keep.  Festive  days  commence  early,  Simon  and  hia  wife  weio 
up  in  a  moment,  and  awaking  the  royal  child,  the  keeper  com- 
manded him  to  cry  "  Vim  la  Bdpi(Uiqw!"  The  child,  whose 
eyes  were  but  half-open,  did  not  at  first  know  what  was  wanted, 
or  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  eaonoo,  the  sound  of  which 
reached  his  pillow  tcgether  with  his  tutor's  injunctions.  He 
got  up  and  dressed  himself  in  silence,  when  Simon,  placing 
himself  in  front  of  him,  with  his  arms  folded,  repeated  bis  com- 
mands authoritatively.  "  Come,  come,  Capet  I  to-day  is  a  great 
day,  and  thou  must  cry  '  Fjoe  la  RepiihUque /' "  The  child 
made  no  reply,  and  went  on  with  his  toilet.  "  To  whom  did  I 
speak  just  now !"  asked  the  mastsr,  with  an  oath.     "  D — d 

Kingof  Montbrison,thoue&al(ei7  '  VivelaBepuilique!' or " 

and  tlie  sentence  was  finished  by  his  attitude  and  gesture 
much  more  eloquently  than  could  have  been  done  in  words. 
The  Prince  raised  hia  head,  looked  resolutely  at  his  master, 
and  said  to  him  firmly :  "  You  may  do  whatever  you  like,  but 
I  never  will  cry,  'Vive  la  BepidiUqueS'  A  reflected  gleam 
of  royal  authority  must  -have  seemed,  as  it  were,  to  irradiate 
the  childish  brow  as  the  hoy  spoke,  for  Simon  himself,  on 
seeing  him  so  noble,  and  proud,  and  handsome,  experienced 
a  sudden  feeling  of  astonishment,  almost  of  respect;  no  a/st 
of  violence  was  put  in  practice  to  enforce  the  obedience  of 
his  rebellious  pupil  on  this  occasion,  but  he  cenfined  himself 
to  saying :  "  Everybody  shall  know  your  behaviour !"  And, 
accordingly,  that  same  day,  every  person  livuig  in  the  Temple, 
together  with  all  who  happened  to  be  ou  duty  there,  were 
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made  acquainted  with  tins  act  of  inaubord  tiation  wluch  some 
called  an  act  of  grpat  lecia  on 

Simon  seldom  co  trolled  himself  n  tl  s  mancer  The 
very  next  day  ha  pol  t  cal  frenz  es  hetrayed  h  m  nto  i  ew 
transports  of  pass  on  Feadi  g  aloud  tl  o  account  of  the  list 
day's  festival,  he  was  thiown  nto  ec«ta  es  of  aim  rat  on  Ij  the 
description  of  these  wonders  and  obi  gpd  1  '^  puj  il  t  sta  d  up 
and  listen  to  the  sj  ee  hes  made  at  e  ch  stopp  ng  i  lice  by  the 
president  of  the  Co  ve  t  o  Tl  e  h  Id  1  jd  1  atened  th  o  ga 
out  to  the  address  to  the  Ir  1  en  oters  of  Versa  Ilea  ■viho 
had  been  transformed  into  heroines.  With  a  tolerably  good  grace ; 
but  when  he  came  to  the  speech  pronounced  on  the  Place  d» 
la  Revolution, — beginningwith  these  words:  "Here  fell  the  axe 
of  tho  law  on  the  tyrant's  head !  Perish,  too,  those  shameful  signa 
of  a  slavery  that  despots  have  sought  to  re-produce  under  every 
imaginable  form;  may  flames  devour  them,  so  that  nought  be  left 
immortal  save  the  sentiment  of  virtue  which  has  effaced  them  1 
Justice  !  Vengeance !  "Ye  tutelary  deities  of  all  free  nations, — 
for  ever  and  ever  add  tho  execrations  of  all  the  human  race 
to  the  name  of  that  traitor,  who,  on  a  throne  raised  for  him 
by  the  generosity  of  a  magnanimous  people,  basely  betrayed 
them  !" — the  child  could  not  restrain  his  emotions,  he  turned 
his  back  upon  his  master,  and  went  to  tho  recess  of  the 
window,  there  to  bide  his  face  and  his  tears.  Simon  came 
up  to  him  again,  dragged  him  violently  back  to  the  table  by 
the  hair  of  his  head,  ordering  him,  under  pain  of  beating,  to 
remaifl  standing  before  it,  silent  and  attentive.  The  child, 
\nth  his  eyes  fixed  on  his  moistened  handkerchief,  appeared 
to  be  listening,  without  shrinking  or  murmur.  Tho  Jacobin 
reader  observed  him  with  defiant  attention,  watching  his 
movements  at  every  expression  capable  of  agitating  him.  He 
read  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  harangue  pronounced  at 
the  last  stopping- place,  the  Champ -de-Mars,  over  f^ain,  laying 
a  great  stress  on  each  of  these  words  :  "Let  us  swear  to  de- 
fend the  Constitution  to  the  death :   the  Bepuhlk  is  eternal !" 
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Notwithstanding  tlie  provocation  given  by  bis  master,  iha 
pupil  had  remained  calm,  and  had  not  displayed  any  excite- 
ment ;  but  this  quiet,  resigned  attitude  was  still  displeasing, 
or,  at  least,  wag  not  entirely  satisfactory.  "  You  understand, 
do  you,  Capet?  '  Let  us  swear  to  defend  tlie  Constitution  to  the 
deatli :  the  Eepublic  is  eterua!  I ' "  The  child  made  no  reply, 
and  did  not  raise  liis  head,  which  was  resting  on  the  handker- 
chief in  his  hand.  "  D — d  wolf-cub  !"  exclEumed  Simon,  in  a 
fury;  "you  would  not  cry  '  Vive  la  lUpvhlique !'  yesterday,  but 
you  see  very  well,  idiot,  that  the  Republic  is  eternal.  Oome, 
you  are  to  say  with  us — the  Republic  is  eternal !"  Saying  this, 
he  had  takea  hold  of  him  by  his  two  shoulders,  and  was  shaking 
him  with  all  his  might,  to  wrest  from  him  the  required  sen- 
tence. "  There  is  nothing  eternal,"  said  the  child ;  and  im- 
mediately a  furious  arm  lifted  him.  up  and  threw  him  upoo  his 
bed,  TOitJi  an  oath  that  shook  the  very  walla  of  the  room. 
"  Let  him  alone,  Simon,"  said  his  wife ;  "  he  is  blinded,  that 
little  fellow,  he  has  been  brought  up  amidst  abuses  and  lies  ;'' 
while  Simon,  walHng  up  and  down  the  room,  gesticulated,  with 
his  journal  in  his  hand,  trying  to  find  a  vent  for  the  overflow- 
ing of  his  wrath  in  the  agitation  of  his  lim.bs.  Some  few 
momenta  afterwards,  he  stopped  beside  the  bed  of  the  young 
Prince,  who  vms  crying  bitterly.  "It  is  your  own  fault,"  he 
said ;  "  if  I  treat  you  so,  you  have  well  deserved  it."  "  I  was 
wrong,"  said  the  child,  his  voice  raised  higher  than  usual  by 
his  sobs;  "  I  was  wrong;  God  is  eternal,  but  none  but  He!" 

We  relate  these  scenes  as  they  have  been  told  to  us,  the 
words  just  as  they  haie  been  many  times  repeated  to  ms, 
certain  that  if  the  lips  through  \\hich  they  have  passed  have 
involuntarily  varied  their  form,  they  neither  invented  noi. 
altered  their  meaning. 

During  the  celebration  of  tho  Saturnalia,  in  which  the  em- 
blems, insignia,  and  attributes  of  royalty  were  burned,  and  on  the 
same  day  when  tho  heroines  of  the  6th  October  were  crowned, 
the  heroes  o!  the  1 0th  August  and  of  September,  carrying 


...Google 


LOUIS   THE    SEVENTEENTH. 


out  the  sacrilegious  will  of  tho  Convention,  had  repaired  to  the 
ancient  abbey  of  Saint-Denis,  had  destroyed  tlie  mausoleums 
that  religion  bad  raised,  and  scattered  to  the  winds  the  royal 
dust  that  twelve  centuries  had  respected, — the  work  of  de- 
struction, planned  against  the  living,  turned  also  against  the 
dead.  Inviolable  sepulchres  were  violated;  ransacked  tomha 
were  given  up  to  spoil  and  mockery ;  hones  long  stiffened  by  death 
were  broken  up  with  the  hatchet,  to  be  thrown  or  swept  up 
together  peU  mell  mto  a  hole  like  a  heap  of  common  dust 
and  the  Convention  loudly  appkuded  the  ac  ount  that  was 
given  of  these  disgraceful  insults  showernd  on  the  re^eied 
remains  of  Charles  "V  baintLoms  Louis  XII  Henrj  IV 
and  Louis  XI\ 

Simon,  on  his  j  irt  who  never  laissc  1  an  opportumtj  of 
impre^ing  the  idei  of  equality  on  the  descendmt  of  the 
"  great  Kings  had  extraoidmary  pleasure  m  acquaint  ng 
him — and  indeed  ni?  cruelly  eager  to  do  so — with  the  msults 
to  the  remains  ot  his  ancestors  perpetiatcl  bj  natioi  il 
justice."  The  chid  began  to  cry  not  that  he  co  ild  ^ety 
well  understand  this  profanatnn  but  stil!  dnubtki^s  he  com 
prehended  that  they  Ind  aa  it  were  tned  lo  slay  the  grcit 
men  of  his  race  ovur  Tgain 

The  sap-idB^e  committed  at  Saint  Denis  was  lepeated 
throughout  France  Ihe  lage  of  the  breakers  of  images  fell 
everywhere  on  the  sacied  edifices;  the  fallen  fragments  of 
emblazoned  monumenti  loie  the  marks  of  their  mutilation  by 
an  iconoclastic  populace  And  as  at  that  period  of  wild  fancy 
and  enthu3ia'*m  the  most  incredible  contrasts  must  necessarily 
meet,  beside  those  barbarims  who  were  thus  blindly  destroying 
the  annals  of  their  country  heroes  were  setting  out  to  defend 
her  soil ;  in  snow  o\ei  ice  exposed  to  torrents  of  rain  and 
grape-shot,  thej  maiehed  baie  foot,  bread-less,  a  victorious  array, 
sympathising  with  the  vanquished,  exciting  araong  otlier 
nations  the  enthusiasm  they  felt  themselves,  and  beginning 
their  long  career  of  victory  with  so  much  the  more  ease,  that 
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the  comtBon  people  thought  they  were  briegiiig  them  liberty 
beneath  their  sheltering  Tianaov! 

Madame  Elizabeth  and  Madame  Rcyale  had  not  been 
long  in  procuring  news  of  the  Queen ;  the  devoted  assiduity  of 
M  Huo  had  succeeded  in  establishiag  a  communication  between 
thp  Conciergene  and  the  Te  aple  tower  he  had  met  ■nith  an 
au\  hary  in  the  person  of  the  woman  appointed  t  talte  chatge 
ot  Jlarie  Antimettb  a  certain  Madame  Kchaid  who  passes 
by  the  name  of  Sensible  m  the  secret  correspondence  of 
Madame  Eliaabetli.  This  woman  being  authDrised  by  ik 
sdmini&tratiM-a  of  police  to  come  to  the  Temple  foi  wme 
bottles  of  water  from  ViHe  dAvray*  and  foi  Taiious  articles 
lequired  by  the  Queen  beuime  tlie  connecting  hnk  between  the 
two  dttngeons.!)-  Among  the  things  tiat  the  Queen  had  asked 
for,  were  her  knitting-needles,  and  a  pair  of  stocldngs  ^hich  aiie 
had  begun  to  make  for  her  son.  These  articles  were  eagerly 
girea  fey  the  Princesses,  but  the  municipals  pretended  that  it 
was  to  be  feared  that  the  widow  Capet  would  make  use  of  the 
needles  only  to  put  an  end  to  her  life,  and  that,  conseijuently, 
they  ought  not  to  add  them  to  the  articles  sent     The  unfor- 

•  The  Qneen  never  drank  anjthmt;  lint  wafer,  and  her  sfomaoh  oonld 
not  bear  any  but  (he  Baier  from  Ville  d'Avray.  During  lier  captivity  at 
the  Temple  thej  had  never  faikd  to  bring  her  some  from  (hat  spring  every 

t  "  Department  of  Police. — Commune  of  Paris, 
' '  Sth  Angust^  1783,  2nd  of  French  Republic,  one  aiui  indiyiwfale. 
"  We,  administrators  of  tiie  department  of  police,  after  conference  held 
Tvith  ciUaen  Tonquier  Tinville,  pnhlio  prosecutor  of  the  revoluUonaiy  tii- 
bunal,  b^  our  colleagnes,  members  of  flia  council-generid  of  the  Commnne, 
forming  the  Temple  council,  to  send  two  bottles  of  water  from  Vilio  d'Avraj 
daily  to  widow  Capet,  del^oed  in  the  Coaciergerie  houee  of  justice,  from 
the  provision  of  the  said  water  brought  to  the  Temple  every  day. 

"  We  alao  beg  them  to  send  to  the  widow  Capet  three  linen  handker- 
chiefs out  of  the  wardrobe  need  by  lier  in  t!ie  Temple,  as  also  whatever  else 
die  may  ast  for,  by  ciUseneBS  Eiohard,  porter  at  the  Oonoiei^erie,  and  to 
have  each  bottle  of  water  seided  with  tlie  seal  of  the  oouneil-generaL 
"BAUBKata,  Marino." 
(National  Archives,  Ciise  E,  No.  0206.) 
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tutiflte  Queen  was  thus  disappointed  in  the  tope  of  being  able 
to  work;  but  at  least  she  bad  news  of  her  daughter  and 
sister  * 

Alas !  what  comfort  ceuld  this  newj  have  been  to  her  ?  No 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  apartment  she  had  quitted  at 
the  Temple,  except  that  hor  departure  had  left  the  most  fright- 
M  void  there,  witli  the  moat  painful  anxieties  and  gloomy 
presontiments.  And  with  respect  to  her  son,  the  constant 
object  of  her  fondest  solicitude,  it  was  fortunate  that  the  mes- 
Bcnger  from  the  Conciergerie  was  unable  to  tell  her  anything 
about  him.  What,  indeed,  could  the  Queen  haye  heard,  that 
would  not  have  increased  her  grief  and  terror  ?  Day  by  day 
Simon  became  more  and  more  hard  and  cruel  towards  him. 
He  was  no  longer  a  docile  child,  directed  by  a  sign  from  liis 
father,  a  word  from  hb  mother  ;  he  was  now  a  slave  continu- 
ally struggling  with  a  despot.  The  slave  always  bowed  his  neck 
to  the  yoke  as  long  as  he  was  only  attacked  in  his  indepen- 
dence and  personal  tastes  ;  bat  the  moment  he  was  outraged  m 
his  affectionate  feelings,  he  held  up  bis  head  again,  and  opiwsed 
the  despot ;  and  this  was  precisely  what  most  irritated  the 
fiend.  At  that  period,  the  police  were  in  the  habit  of  dis- 
tributing, or  selling,  in  the  streets,  pamphlets  and  songs  against 
"Madame  Veto  !"  against  the  "Austrian  she-wolf!"  It  was  a 
prefatoiy  step  to  the  Queen's  trial.  These  writings,  preserved 
by  Simon  for  his  odious  purposes,  poisoued  the  atmosphere  of 
the  room  where  filial  piety  was  tortured  every  moment,  both  in 
the  hallowed  memory  of  a  father  who  had  perished  on  the 
scaiTold,  and  in  the  sacred  thought  of  an  absent  mother. 
"  Come  along,  Capet,"  said  his  master  to  him  one  day,  giving 
him  some  infamous  verses  against  his  mother;  "  here  is  a  new 

•  Deprived  of  'her  knittiog-nfedlea,  the  Queen  pulled  ont  the  llireada  of 
an  old  i:uile  oi'haii^u^j:^,  dikI,  uitli  thelielp  ortivu  cndsofpens,  eheknitted 
a  sort  of  garter,  ivhioh  M.  Banll,  keeper  of  her  prison,  coiefiillj  preserved, 
and  gava  to  M.  Hue  to  pceeent  to  Madnme  Koyale,  nho  received  it  vith 
reiigbua  veneration. — ("Laat  Years  of  the  Reign  of  LouiaXVL") 
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Bong,  which  you  must  sing  to  me,"  From  the  hand  that  gave 
the  paper,  the  child  naturally  took  it  with  distrust ;  lie  glanced 
his  eyes  over  it,  and  though  he  did  not  quite  seize  its  mian- 
ing,  his  heart  told  him  olearly  enough  that  his  fears  were 
just.  He  laid  down  on  the  table,  without  utteriag  a  word, 
the  obscene  song,  which,  while  it  puzzled  his  mind,  was  a 
revolting  insult  to  his  tenderness.  Simon  rose  up  in  wrath, 
as  was  his  custom  after  a  refusal  of  obedience,  and  said,  in  an 
imperious  tonei  "  I  thought  I  said  you  must  siug."  "  I  never 
will  sing  such  a  song/'replied  the  child,  with  ahaughtiness  of 
resolution,  which  served  only  to  increase  the  passion  of  his 
nngi'y  tutor.  "  I  declare  to  you  tliat  I  will  kill  you,  if  you 
don't  sing."  He  caught  up  an  andiron  at  the  word  "  Never !" 
which  waa  the  sole  reply  given  by  the  filial  determination  of 
the  youthful  martyr ;  the  iron  flew  from  liis  hand,  and  the 
noble  child  would  have  fallen  a  victim  had  he  not  avoided  the 
blow  by  his  address. 

Every  true  heart  that  reads  these  lines  must  feel  what  I 
must  have  suffered  in  tracing  them.  It  muat  be  remembered 
that  it  is,  unfortunately,  only  ijom  the  most  undeniable  sources 
that  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  materials  of  this  narration, 
which  I  never  would  have  given  escept  in  its  pure  and  sad 
simplicity. 

Simon,  in  the  Temple  tower,  acted  as  the  tme  agent  and 
exact  representative  of  the  Mountain  members  of  the  Con- 
vention. He  was  too  deeply  imbued  with  their  ideas  not  to  carry 
them  out  faithfully  in  all  hia  actions.  After  the  Queen's  de- 
parture, he  studied  more  and  more  strenuously  the  means  of 
fortifying  his  talent  in  the  art  of  depraving  his  pupil.  Per- 
haps he  had  received  orders  to  take  measures,  in  order  speedily 
to  arrive  at  the  object  I  have  stated.  He  changed  the  mode 
of  living  of  his  royal  scholar  ;  he  obliged  him  to  eat  more  thaa 
usual,  and  to  drink  a  great  deal  of  wine ;  he  allowed  him  to 
take  but  little  exercise,  shortened  the  time  of  his  recreation  ia 
the  garden,  and  put  a  total  stop  to  hia  walks  upon  the  tower. 
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These  new  regulations  had  a  sad  effect  on  the  health  and  moral 
condition  of  the  child ;  he  became  fat,  and  stopped  growing. 
Before  he  had  ft-llen  under  the  discipline  of  Simon  he  had 
never  drunk  anything  hut  water ;  he  had  an  utter  aversion  to 
wine,  and  the  violence  done  to  his  taste  and  habits  by  his  taking 
this  beverage  at  first  produced  nausea  and  insupportable  sick- 
ness, and  ended  by  making  him  quite  ill.  At  last  he  was 
attacked  by  a  violent  fever.  Simon,  yielding  to  the  advice  of 
his  wife,  did  not  apprise  the  government  of  this  disease. 
Marie-Jeanne,  who,  like  most  women  of  her  class,  pretended 
to  kaow  certain  remedies  for  the  illness  of  children,  wished  to 
prescribe  for  the  young  Prince  after  her  own  fashion ;  she  went 
with  one  of  her  friends,  a  certain  Madame  Orevassin,  to  pro- 
cure one  of  those  innoxious  drugs  which  usually  produce 
neither  good  nor  bad  effect ;  but  the  medicine,  hsiug  admiaia- 
tered  at  a  wrong  time,  acted  perniciously ;  the  fever  rose 
higher,  and  kept  the  invalid  four  days  burning  and  coughing  in 
his  bed.  However,  he  was  restored  to  health  at  length  ;  his 
good  constitution  having  carried  him  through,  notwithstaiid- 
ing  bad  remedies  and  Tvorae  treatment. 

I  said  he  was  restored  to  health,  but,  rather,  T  ought  to 
have  said  to  ill-usage.  The  excesses  that  had  made  hira  ill 
were  renewed  as  soon  as  he  was  well  agsin :  the  same  persever- 
ance ia  making  him  eat  beyond  measure,  and  drink  till  he  was 
intoxicated,  and,  when  his  reason  was  thus  obscured,  the  same 
eagerness  to  make  use  of  his  aberration  of  mind  to  induce  him 
to  utter  horrible  oaths  and  sing  infamous  songs. 

In  those  days  fear  often  imposed  silence  on  the  pity  of 
those  men  who  had  hearts  susceptible  of  its  emotions.  The 
commissaries  who  did  not  loudly  applaud  the  conduct  of 
Simon,  dared  not  expr^s  their  disapprobation.  A  great 
number  of  them,  I  do  notdoubt,  wore  moved  with  compassion, 
but  they  had  breathed  the  air  of  the  street, — they  had  seen  the 
guillotine  erected,  and  they  were  silent.  Still, — we  say  it  to 
the  Draiee  of  humanity, — still  there  were  some  among  them 


...Coogic 


SIMON,    TUTOR   OF   THE    DATJPHIN. 


nho  liad  tlie  courage  to  avow  their  sentiments ;  of  these  was 
M  Lelxpuf,  who  never  attempted  to  di'^gnise  his  Byinpathy 
and  compassion  for  the  misfortunes  of  which  his  municipal 
functions  made  him  a  witness  One  diy,  the  10th  August, 
bimon,  as  w^s  his  custom,  was  being  served  at  table  by  the 
joung  Pniii.e  Simon  was  drunk ,  and  being  displeased  with 
tho  manner  m  whicli  the  royal  child  obeyed  his  orders,  or 
interpreted  hit.  intentions,  he  very  nearly  put  out  one  of  hia 
eyes  with  a  blow  vnth  a  napkin  M  Lebceuf  came  in  while 
this  was  going  on  and  just  as  he  was  opening  his  mouth  to 
e  p  h  s  ^tonishment  a,iid  disapprobation,  before  he  had 
tat  peak  '  See  here ' '  exclaimed  the  tutor  ;  "  see  here, 
c  t  1    w  awkwaid  the  d— d  wolf  tub  is  in  waiting  at  tablet 

Th  y  want  to  malte  a  king  of  him,  and  he  is  not  fit  for  a 
B  ant  Come,  ait  down,  and  drink  along  with  us  ;  he  must 
wa  t  uj^  n  you  also.  Come  along,  come  !  don't  be  either  afraid 
or  ashamed!"  At  these  words  M.  Lebceuf  raised  his  head 
indignantly;  "I  am  not  afraid,"  aaid  he  to  Simon,  in  a  firm  tone 
of  voice ;  "  are  not  you  ashamed  of  yourself  ?"  And  as  Simon 
did  not  lightly  understand  what  he  said,  he  went  on  :  "  Yes, 
I  repeat  it ;  are  you  not  ashamed  to  ill-use  a  child  like  this  ? 
You  exceed  your  orders ;  it  would  be  a  calumny  against  the 
government  to  believe  it  capable  of  sanetioning  your  brutality !" 
Simon  made  no  reply,  but  the  shaft  rankled  in  his  heart,  it 
lacerated  his  wounded  pride.  He  knew  very  well  that  it  was 
no  calumny  against  the  government;  and  he  carried  his  com- 
plaint to  the  authorities.  Lebceuf  was  denounced  to  the 
council-general;*  he  sought  to  excuse  himself;  but  a  few  days 
afterwards,  the  attorney-general  of  the  Commune  desired  "  the 

•  "lebceuf  has  Tieen  denounced  because  he,  being  at  the  Teinplo, 
complained  of  tho  too  republican  kind  of  education  given  to  liflle  Capet, 
and  because  he  wished  tho  tjrant'a  eon  to  be  brought  up  like  Telemaohus, 
whowaa  tbesonofa  wnj-cuioiie  king." 

(Council-General  of  the  Comninne  of  Paris ;  sitting  of  IVedncsdaj, 
2Stk:Aiigu3t,.  ITdS.) 
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council  to  pui'ge  from  their  body  all  frieuds  of  kings  and 
queens,  and  have  them  arrested  that  same  evening."*  He 
acoused  Lehceuf  of  having  conducted  himself  in  a  vile  man- 
ner, when  on  duty  in  the  Temple,  and  of  never  having 
borne  the  character  of  a  republican  there.  He  reproached 
him  "  in  particular  that  he  had  reprimanded  the  patriot  Simon, 
to  whom  the  education  of  Capet's  son  was  intrusted,  and  that 
ho  had  not  been  pleased  at  his  being  brought  up  like  a  sans- 
culotte." Lebceuf,  who  was  present  at  the  sitting,  began  to 
epeak  in  his  defence.  He  said,  that  "  from  his  profession,!  ^^ 
did  not  like  to  hear  improper  songs,  and  that  he  had  testified 
his  disapprobation  to  citizen  Simon,  who  had  often  taken  a 
pleaaufo  in  repeating  such  before  little  Capet,  whom  he 
wished  should  receive  au  education  more  consistent  with  good 
morals."  Chaumette,  as  a  general  measure,  demanded  that, 
"  ail  members  of  the  council,  convicted  of  moderate  opinions, 
be  immediately  dismissed,  and  that  they  he  brought  before 
their  respective  sections,  who  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
decree  »iade  concerning  them.."J     Lebceuf,  and  several  of  his 

"  "  The  oouncii  passes  to  ihe  order  of  the  day  upon  a  letter  of  citizea 
Lebrauf,  relating;  to  the  accusation  preferred  against  hira  yesterdaj." 

(Counoil-general  of  the  Commune  of  Paris;  sitting  of  Thnrsday, 
a9ih  August,  1763.) 

+  He  wns  a  sfilioolniftster. 

t  Sitting  of  the  eonncil-genera!  of  the  Commune  of  Thursday,  6th  Sep- 
tember, lies. 

THb  sitting  of  pnrifioatioa  gave  oocitaion  to  a  strange  soene,  which 
marks  the  period.  Jacques-Claude  Bernard,  who  had  taken  Louis  XVL 
to  the  scaffold,  accused  himself  of  the  crime  of  having  lieen  a  priest,  which 
produced  the  following  incident : 

"Bernard,  b^inning  to  speak,  observed  tha(  there  existed,  in  Uie 
heart  of  the  council,  a  citizen,  who,  thongh  a  good  patriot^  had  upon 
him  the  oripnal  stain  of  priesthood.  The  attora^  of  the  Commune 
intrarupted  Bernard,  who  wished  io  speak  of  himself.  He  observed  that 
the  priest  had  never  been  guilty  of  the  crimes  of  his  order,  that  he  had 
iiilBlled  his  duties  (o  nature  and  society  by  taking  a  wlf^,  and  giving 
citizens  tobis  oonntry.  He  thought  he  ought  not,  thcrrfore,  to  be  conHdeted 
as  a  priest^  or  included  in  the  prcscripttun  aJTccting  that  class  of  citizens. 
The  dvio  Mention  of  Beinaid'E   proceeding  was  called  for,   but,  from 


...Coogic 


SIMON,    TUTOR  OP  THE    DAUPHIN. 


colleagues — Michoois,  Leger,  Fremont,  and  Mace— were  ar- 
resWd ;  but  this  time  the  prison  did  not  open  the  way  to  the 
scaffold.  The  council-general,  who  perceived  that  they  were 
about  to  be  decimated,  aa  the  Convention  had  been,  prudently 
took  up  the  defence  of  their  members,  who  were  acquitted. 

Tison,  who  ha/l  remained  at  tlie  tower  with  his  daughter, 
continued  to  give  Madame  Elij^abeth  whatever  information  he 
could  procure,  and,  among  otliei  news,  gave  her  tho  details 
which  I  have  relatpd,  but  the  Pnncess  would  not  believe 
them,  so  far  beyond  all  human  nicliednesa  did  the  barbarity  of 
Simon  appear  to  her  to  be  But  thi&  remaining  deluaioii  was 
soon  forcibly  destroyed  For  several  days  Simon  had  raised 
his  voice  so  loud  that  his  oaths  and  blasphemies  reached  her  ears, 
and,  more  shocking  still,  these  oaths  and  blasphemies  were 
often  followed  by  tlie  plaintive  cries  of  a  feeble  child,  though 
he  tried  to  suppress  them  with  all  his  might.  Now  too  well 
assured  of  her  nephew's  fate,  the  Princess  could  no  longer  even 
seem  to  doubt  it  before  her  niece,  from  whom  she  had  con- 
cealed it  previously,  but  who  recognised  her  brother's  lamen- 
tations, and  distinguished  his  voice,  mingling  with  that  of  his 
master,  Simon,  in  the  songs  of  the  "  Marseillaise"  and  "  Car- 
magnole." "We  heard  him  every  day,"  she  says,  in  her 
narrative  of  the  captivity  of  the  Temple,  "  singing  the  '  Car- 
magnole,' and  other  horrible  songs  with  Simon.  The  Queen, 
fortunately,  did  not  hear  them,  for  she  was  gone, — it  was  one 
suffering  spared  her  by  Heaven !'' 

The  young  girl's  grief  was  profound.  Nothing  but  Madame 
Elizabeth's  words  could  have  had  power  to  comfort  her,  "Who 
can  tell  with  what  self-denial,  and  devotion,  and  solicitude, 
Madame  Elizabeth  fulfilled  the  duties  to  her  niece  imposed 
on  her  by  the  absence  of  the  tenderest  of  mothers !     Herself 

modoatj,  the  latter  oppoGed  its  te'mg  given ;  but  Bernard  Ijeing  nn- 
snppoctfid  in  his  opinion,  the  civic  notioo  was  decreed." 

(Conncil-general  at  the  Commune  of  Pnria;  sitting  of  Thnraday, 
BOx  Septemher,  1703.) 
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disposed  tO' accept  every  sacrifice,  with  what  ingeiiioua  precau- 
tion and  delicate  art  did.  she  turn  aside  the  cup  of  bittereesa 
from  beings  she  cheriehed !  Her  persuasive  tendernesa 
softened  every  evil  to  make  it  bearable  ;  her  pious  enthnsiasia 
directed  every  sorrow  to  Heaven  to  make  it  meritorioua.  It 
was  ia  her  holy  school, — a  severe  training  for  a  hard  lifo, — that 
young  Marie-ThSr^se  learned  those  lessons  of  religious  courage 
and  masculine  heroism  that  a^ed  her  heart  to  the  level  of 
the  greatest  dangers,  and  her  mind  above  the  moat  grievous 
misfortunes. 

To  the  distress  occasioned  by  knowing  the  child  to  be  in 
such  a  state,  and  in  such  training,  was  afterwards  to  be  added 
the  grief  of  being  unable  to  learn  anything  as  to  the  destiny 
of  the  Queen.*     As  long  as  the  means  of  communication  were 

•  She  was  treated  as  if  she  liad  been  found  guilEj  even  before  she  ivaa 
tried.  We  give  the  report  cf  thevieit  made  lo  her  by  the  administrutora  of 
police,  iu  tiie  naiae  of  the  nation,  to  get  poaaession  of  those  artieles  from 
nliich  wo  seldom  port  but  with  life : 

"  Department  of  police. — Commnne  of  Paris. 
''  loth  September,  1798,  3nd  year  of  the  French  Kepubiic,  one  and 


"We,  aiJmiiiistrators  of  the  department  of  police,  in  virlne  of  tho 
ordera  of  the  committee  of  public  safety  of  the  National  Convention,  under 
date  of  jeaterdaj,  repaired  to  the  Condecgetie  house  of  justice,  where,  on 
readiin^  the  room  occupied  by  the  widow  Capel^  »b  summoned  her,  in  the 
name  of  tlie  law,  to  give  up  her  rings  and  jewels  to  ns,  which  rIib  imme- 
diately did ;  they  consisting  irf  a  gold  ring,  nhich  opens,  in  which  she  made 
deeliu'ation  that  there  was  some  hair,  and  on  whieli  Uiece  were  various 
initials;  another  ring  with  a  stone  and  an  amulet;  another  with  a  pivot, 
enamelled,  liaving  a  star  on  we  side,  and  (he  letters  TanA  L  on  the  otlier, 
nhi<^i  eho  said  also  contained  hair  I  anotlier,  in  the  fonn  of  a  little  collnr, 
intended  for  the  little  finger ;  a  gold  repeater,  which  shows  the  date  of  the 
montJi,  manufactoicd  by  Br^gnet,  No.  46,  Quai  de  I'Horloge,  Paiis, 
marked  R.  A^  wid  then  A.  M.,  tt^other  with  anollier  hand  of  which  wo 
du  not  tinow  the  use,  on  a  steel  chiun  with  a  branch,  with  a  gold  seal  that 
opens,  one  part  of  which  represents  an  A  and  an  M ;  another  seal  of  steel, 
enjfraved  with  two  flambeauj,  and  the  motto  "  Amiur  ti  Fideltie,"  and 
having  ktt^s  on  the  sides  lite  an  almanack ;  a  gold  looliet,  anapcnded 
&om  a  httle  chidii,  also  of  gold,  used  as  a  necklace,  which  locket  contained 
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in  her  hands,  Madame  Eliaabeth  bad  sont  her  bowb  of  her 
children.  These  accounts,  as  will  readily  he  beliovod,  were 
HHnc  bur,  pMted  together,  and  an  open-norkcd  button,  which  appeared 
to  119  to  be  of  Eilver. 

"  Having  read  which  list  tliroDgb  to  her,  she  said  it  contained  tiutb, 
and  persisted  in  hoi'  statement,  and  signed  irith  as ;  the  two  citizens  of 
gendarmerie  on  duty  about  her  person,  and  citizeness  Harel,  also  on  duty  ; 
citizen  Leblaoc,  chief  of  the  central  ofBoe  ;  Le  Eussifere,  secretary  of  the 
police  department;  and  citizeness  Bichard,  wife  of  citizen  Bicbard,  porter 
to  the  Hail!  house  of  the  Conciergerie;  and,  after  said  reading,  we  perceived 
that  it  had  been  stated  that  the  wateli  marked  tbe  date,  wbereas  it  sbould 
have  been  said  ihat  it  hsA  a  sccand.band. 

(Signed) 
"  Marie-Antoinettb,  Des  Fkbnnes,  Gilbeut,  HBuaaEE, 

Administrators,  Leblauc,  La  Bubsiere,  Eichard,  and  Hjvrbl. 

"And  immediately  afterwards,  we,  tbe  admin isf rotors  named  above, 
repaired  to  the  domicile  of  oitiaen  Eicbard,  porter,  which  ha  ng  rea  bed 
we  rlesired  dtizens  Ues  Freunesand  Gilbert,  gendarmes,  a  d  ctzen  ss 
Harel,  to  witlidraw  immediately,  with  all  their  eflttcts,  fcora  the  oom 
nocnpied  by  tbe  widow  Capet,  where  thej  have  Itept  guard  1 11  n  w  hi 
they  instantly  obeyed  ;  and  no  aiso  desired  them  to  rema  n  n  the 
said  bouse  of  jnstice  until  af)er  we  had  made  onr  repo  t  to  ou  co) 
leagues.  We  also  enjoined  citizen  Eichard,  porter,  to  take  all  mea  nr  a 
and  precan^ons  towards  the  said  widow  Capet  ihat  a  e  usually  m 
pto;»t  with  suoh  as  ore  kept  in  close  prison ;  and  we  have  also  en- 
joined  the  commandant  of  the  post  of  gendarmerie,  sumnioned  before  iis  fur 
the  purpose,  to  put  a  man  on  dlity  immediately  at;  the  door  of  the 
said  widow  Capet,  on  the  outer  side,  who  shall  he  directed  not  to  permit 
any  person  whatsoever  to  approach  tho  said  door,  except  tlie  citizen-porter 
anil  lits  wife ;  and  another  man  on  daty  in  the  court-yard  near  the  windows 
of  tbe  said  room,  occupied  bj  the  widow  Capet,  who  shall  be  directed  not 
to  permit  any  person  to  approach  within  a  distance  often  paces,  and  not  to 
permit  an;  person  wiiatever  to  speak  or  hold  any  communication,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever;  which  directioi)i  were  immediately  given,  and  the 
men  posted  according  to  the  reportof  the  siud  cidEen-eommandant  ofihe 
gnard,  and  the  bngadier  on  duty  at  the  reserve-guard,  which  directions 
the  said  citizen-oommandimt  engages  to  have  renewed  each  time  the  men 
an  relieved,  and  to  have  repeated  to  those  who  take  their  places. 

"This  being  read  through  to   ihem,  ihey  said  it  contained  truth, 
that  they  would  obey  the  contents,  and  they  signed  with  ns, 
(Signed) 
"DB  Edskb,  Leblanc,  IIahbl,  GitBEnx,  Des  Fremnes, 
BlCHAilD,  La  BtisaiEitB,  and  nBUSSEE,  Administrators, 
"  Copy  agreeable  to  the  original, 

"S.  FEOIDUltB." 
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worded  ao  as  to  calm  tie  anxieties  of  the  unfortunate  mothev. 
Madame  Elizabeth  tned  to  inspire  her  with  a  confidence  that 
she  did  not  herself  feel  concerning  the  Dauphin,  and  against 
which  the  echoes  of  the  tower  would  have  protested;  for 
seldom  did  a  day  pass  over  without  an  oath  or  a  plaintive  cry 
being  heard  from  Simon's  room. 

The  guard  set  upon  the  tower  became  more  and  more 
strict.  The  municipals,  continually  on  the  watch,  were  per- 
petually making  searches  there.  The  prisoners  had  pre- 
served some  pencils  and  a  few  sheets  of  paper,  concealed 
in  a  comer  beneath  the  papering  of  the  Queen's  room,  hat, 
on  the  night  when  Marie- Antoinette  was  taJsen  to  the  Con- 
ciergerie,  Madame  Elizabeth  had  destroyed  them  all,  fearing 
to  compromise  her,  which  made  the  correspondence  with 
Tui^y  exceedingly  difficult.  But  what  will  not  be  achieved 
by  the  genius  of  captivity  ?  There  were  no  walls  sufficiently 
high,  no  doors  sufficiently  thick,  to  prevent  two  sorrowing 
spirits  from  holding  converse  and  sympathising  communion 
with  each  other,  from  the  Temple  prison  to  the  dungeon  of 
the  Conciergerie. 

Sometimes  it  was  in  the  form  of  reijuests  from  the  Qaeen 
for  articles  she  had  left  at  the  Temple,*  and  of  which  she 

"  "CitJKen.  colleagues,  Mar ie- Antoinette  liaa  begged  me  to  send  het 
fbur  chemises,  and  a  pair  of  shaea,  nithout  any  nutniicr,  of  nliicli  alio  is  in 
pressing  need. 

"I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  them  lo  the  hearer  of  ihii paper, 
"lam,  with  fraternal  salutation. 


"Conciergerie,  lOthAugnst." 

(National  Archives,  Case  E,  No.  0300.) 
"  Commanc  of  Paris. 
'*  Citizens  and  colleagues,  the  police  admiuistraHon,  on  the  dwiand 
made  to  us  by  widow  Capet  for  various  articles  of  clothei,  dearo  you 
io  loolt  through  whatever  clothes  may  remain  in  the  Temple  for  the 
ose  of  the  mduw  Capet,  in  oider  to  know  whether  ench  articlis  are 
necesBsry  fur    her,  and  whether  them   are   such   in   tJie  wardrobe  at 


...CjOOglc 


eiMON,    TUTOR   OF   THE    DAUPHZN. 


eaid  she  was  in  the  moat  pressing  need;  at  otter  times  it  was 
the  secret  correspondence  carried  on  by  means  of  Tuigv 

Madame  Ehzabeth  attempted  to  work  another  ninaile  1  ut 
it  was  an  impossibility — to  engage  Simon  to  lessen  the  bratality 
of  his  manners,  and  the  ruffianism  of  Iiis  words.  She  addiessec! 
her  complaints  to  every  municipal  whose  physiognomy  and 
de[iurtment  gave  the  slightest  indication  of  feeling  and  en 
treated  them  to  intercede  with  the  pitiless  tutor  almost 
all  of  them  thought  her  complaints  were  unjust  or  exaggerated 
and  rejected  them  with  djadain,  or  only  replied  by  praising  the 
very  man  against  whom  they  were  directed;  others  less 
higoied,  but  unfortunately  timid,  saw  clearly  enough  what 
the  conduct  of  Simon  in  the  tower  was,  hut  knowing  h  s  h  gh 
credit,  did  not  dare  to  make  any  objection.  Only  one  of  them, 
■whose  name  was  Barelle,  was  not  inexorable,  for  he  was  a 
father;  ho  listened  kindly  to  the  grievances  of  Madame 
Elizabeth,  and  was  courageous  enough  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions to  the  hard-hearted  master,  whose  oatha  he  had  heard 
himself  when  he  was  with  the  Princesses,  Although  these 
observations  were  mads  in  the  form  of  polite  and  most  cour- 
teous advice,  they  were  very  ill  taken ;  there  are  some  rugged 
tempers  which  are  only  irritated  by  fair  words.  Simon  threw 
ftll  the  blame  upon  his  pupil,  and  attributed  the  reprimanda 
he  was  Bomelimes  forced  to  make  use  of  entirely  to  his 
indocile  ch<u^oter.  Header,  do  you  not  seem  to  hear  Cain 
c  jmplainLng  of  the  brutality  of  Abel  ?  "  Besides,"  added  the 
raistei  '  I  know  what  1  am  about,  and  what  I  have  got  to 
do  In  mv  place  1/ou  itowW  ^0  perhaps  even  faster."  These 
words  have  been  reported  exactly  as  they  were  spoken.  Were 
they  the  private  and  spontaneous  reflection  of  an  accused  person 

the  Temple,  mid.  in  case  there  mij  be  any,  they  be  sent  directly,  beoanaft 
it  wU]  be  MOi'e  convenient  IhoM  buying  neiv. 

"Menessiee,  Caillibux. 
"  AdaiiniBti'ators  of  police. 
"  28th  September,  1T93,  2nd  jear  of  tb«  Republic,  one  mid  indiviwble." 
(National  Arehives,  Case  E,  No.  6200.) 
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defending  his  own  conduct,  or  the  involuntary  indiscretion  of 
an  accomplice  betraying  himself?  However  that  might  be,  the 
interference  of  Bsirelle  had  no  other  effect  than  to  increase 
the  rigour  of  Louis  XVII. 's  captivitj',  and  to  render  the  fierce 
disposition  of  his  guardian  more  irritable  still. 

On  the  SBth  August  Tisona  daughter  left  the  Temxie 
she  fi'iked  to  see  little  Capet  before  she  went  Had  Madame 
Ehzabeth  suggested  this  step  to  hei  that  she  mjght  thus  hear 
some  news  ot  her  nephew  or  did  the  lonng  girl  herself  njsh 
to  say  idieu.  to  the  ohatmmg  child  whom  notwithstanding  the 
eailj  mtlueuce  ofherp^ients  shehadno^er  been  able  to  look 
on  without  emotion'  The  seconl  explinat  on  sp  ma  to  me 
thomoio  pioliblc  Not  onlv  was  hei  lequost  denied  hpr,lut 
it  was  the  ciuse  of  her  be  ng  suVjocted  to  the  most  mmute 
ex-imination  both  of  her  person  and  of  the  pari^els  she  was 
cirrjmgto  her  mother  it  the  Hotel  Dieu  t=  Simon  was  im 
mediately  acquainted  with  this  step  <md  with  the  lefusal  that 
followed    it  They   did  e\ce  din^^y  well  indeed      he   ex 

ckimed  mth  an  oath  net  to  let  the  young  citizeneas  come 
heie  she  had  nothing  to  see  nothing  to  do  and  nothing  to 
say  here — had  she  Capet?  added  he  laismg  his  voice  and 
flwng  on  his  slaiL  a  despot  glance  that  demanded  approval  of 
his  words  '  They  did  very  light  leplied  the  chill,  tiem 
bhng  still  I  shiuld  ha\e  had  many  things  to  osl  hei 
about  TbU  me  what  they   wen,   this  moment     letumed 

Sunon  I  should  ha^e  askbd  aftei  my  mother  in]  siatei 
and  aunt     it  is  so  long  smce  I  aaw  them  '  Bah  '  have 

done  will  you,  with  youi  d — d  fitmily ,  it  13  longer  still  that 
they  hd,\e  been  oui  cppressois      They  would  see  sjmethmg 

•  We  les  re  tlie  c  ti7ens  in  commnnd  of  the  armed  foroeslo  dlowihe 
da  ghter  (f  oilia  11  Tis  1)  topaasoiif,  n  jih  a  pai cpI  in  a  towel  ponlainmg 
some  old  shoes  and  a  packet  ol  old  gauze,  which  we  mtptutLj  ^t  tha 
Temple,  tluB  26th  Angast,  1T93. 

"H.  G-UEiiiH,  Aenaiid,  Lubin,  PaquOtte,  Commissaries." 
"Municipality  of  Paiis." 
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Prmljinadon  of  tba  King  it  T  li1 

to  find  fault  with  e^en  hpre  if  they  iveie  in  come  down. 
The  best  thing  jou\e  got  to  do  is  to  forget  them,  and  above 
alinot  to  bothe!  me  ahout  them"  These  ■sharp  wuicls  foli 
on  the  child  a  heart  cold  a^  the  &teel  of  a  Bword  he  was 
silent,  and  his  filial  tears  alone  piotested  against  the  in- 
sults offered  to  the  tomb  and  the  puson  house  He  waa 
still,  for  he  saw  burning  la  his  ma'^ter  e  e}  eo  the  bitter  ranco- 
roijis  feelings  and  ckoknc  piopaaaitiea  that  had  been  landled 
bj  the  imprudent  advice  of  Barelle.  The  sovereign-cobbler  had 
revealed  himself  to  view  in  all  the  omnipoteBce  of  his  rights, 
as  an  absolute  monarch  insulted  by  opposition,  and  fiiUy  re- 
solved never  again  to  allow  criticism  to  penetrate  hia  realm. 

On  Friday,  6th  September,  the  commissaries  on  duty  in- 
formed him  that  the  city  of  Toulon  had  opened  her  port  to  the 
English  on  the  28th  August,  had  proclaimed  the  Constitution 
of  1791,  and  the  royal  rights  of  Louis  XVII.  Among  these 
munioipals  was  M.  Binet,  partner  to  Maugin,  a  publican, 
whose  house,  sitnated  in  the  Boulevard  dn  Nord  (No.  67),  was 
the  rendezvous  of  all  the  drinking  patriots  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. His  sign-board  had  at  first  borne  the  head  of  Henrj  IV., 
with  these  words:  "The  good  King;"  his  brandy,  wine,  and 
cider,  having  sold  perfectly  well  under  the  auspices  of  tlie 
grey-beard  and  white  feather.  Some  years  past  the  features 
of  the  Beamaise  monarch  had  been  slightly  altered,  and  under 
the  new  head  the  painter  had  written,  in  letters  of  gold :  "  The 
Great  Voltaire."  The  great  Voltaire  had  been  succeeded,  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  present  circumstance,  by  "  Marat — 
the  Friend  of  tlie  People."  It  will  be  seen  that  citizens 
Mauoin  and  Binet  progressed  with  their  age,  and  did  not  re- 
main behind  in  the  march  of  ideas.  They  were  acquaintances 
of  Simon,  who,  at  the  time  of  hia  marriage,  used  to  go  some- 
times with  Marie-Jeanno  to  drink  at  "The  Great  Voltaire." 
"  Let  us  see  the  King  of  Toulon  I"  exclaimed  Binet,  as  he 
came  into  the  room.  "  Toa  mean  the  King  of  Moatbrison !" 
was   Simon's  repSy.     "No;  the  King   of  Toulon  T     "Tha 
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King  of  La  Vendee,"  said  another  municipal.  "Citizens," 
replied  Simon,  autlioritalively  ;  "  at  least  he  sliaU  never  be 
King  of  Paris;"  and  his  fatal  arm,  extended  towards  the 
young  Prince,  seemed  devoting  his  head  to  every  malediction 
on  earth.  Explanations  were  given,  and  the  occurrences  in 
the  south,  and  west  related  in  full  detail.  "  There  is  something 
in  the  air,  though,"  resumed  Binet;  "  it  would  be  very  funny  if 
that  joung  monkey  did  become  King  somewhere!"  The 
child's  eyes  sparkled  for  a  moment  with  a  sudden  flash  of  hope, 
but  a  blush  immediately  afterwards  overspread  his  brow,  as  if 
he  was  ashamed  of  bis  own  boldness. 

The  master  had  sent  the  child  to  sit  down  on  the  foot  of 
his  bed  "  till  further  orders,"  The  discussion  grew  animated, 
every  one  directing  a  sanguinary  jest  at  the  son  of  Louis  "the 
shortened  one  I  " 

The  child  did  not  sfJr  from  the  place  where  he  had  been 
ordered  to  remain  during  the  whole  conversatiou,  which  lasted  a 
long  while,  and  the  concluding  words  of  which  were:  "The  re- 
public is  eternal!"  Simon,  looking  at  the  absent  child,  repeated 
very  loudly,  with  malevolent  meaning;  "The  republic  is  eter- 
nal !  the  republic  is  eternal !  "  And,  as  Binet  was  retiring  with 
his  colleagues,  he  added:  "Citizen  Binet,  tell  Maugin  that 
there  will  be  no  occasion  ever  to  change  his  sign-board  again." 
"  So  much  the  better,  citizen,"  replied  Billet,  "  for  it  is  tiresome 
and  expensive  to  send  for  the  painter  every  two  years." 

After  their  departure  Simon  walked  up  and  down  a  very  long 
time,  exchanging  some  sentences  on  politics  with  his  wife, 
in  which  apprehensions  for  tho  future  were  partly  visible 
through  their  republican  enthusiasm.  The  child  had  not 
dared  to  stir;  on  his  countenance,  altered  though  it  was, 
were  still  to  be  recognised  some  few  traces  of  French  vivacity  ; 
but  it  was  a  vivacity  which  wanted  the  blithesome  scenes  of 
other  days  to  give  it  life  and  motion.  Besides,  he  had  under- 
stood the  news  brought  in  by  the  commissaries,  and  he  knew 
from  experience  what  he  had  to  expect  from  suoii  intelligence. 
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He  liad  beard  Simon  exclaim  that,  if  over  the  Vend^ana  came 
to  Paris,  he  would  smother  the  wolf-cub  sooner  than  give 
!iim  up  to  them.  He  remained,  therefore,  still  and  silent, 
fuaiing  if  he  made  the  least  sound  or  movement  that  ho 
would  draw  down  on  liimself  a  storm  of  wrath.  Simon  went 
up  to  him,  and  dragged  him  by  one  of  his  ears  to  the  table 
in  tho  middle  of  the  apartment.  A  moment  afterwards 
he  said  to  him ;  "  Capet,  if  the  Vendeans  were  to  set  you 
at  liberty,  what  would  you  do  to  me?"  "I  would  forgive 
you,"  replied  the  child.  Tlie  soul  of  Louis  XVI.  must 
iiave  bounded  with  joy  to  see  hia  royal  heir  so  well  disposed 
to  receive  the  injunctiona  of  hia  will ;  and  Marie  Antoinette 
would  have  recognised  her  beloved  child  if,  from  the  depths 
i;f  her  dungeon,  she  could  have  heard  words  so  agreeable 
10  the  sentiments  she  had  ever  endeavoured  k>  instil  into 
him,  and  which  some  days  afterwards  she  was  to  recommend 
to  him  in  that  last  letter,  interrupted  by  the  headsman's  hand. 
Clemency  here  below  is  a  foretaste  of  heavenly  things:  the 
dead,  who  have  entered  into  the  designs  of  Providence,  love  not 

On  Satuarday,  2l8t  September,  Hebert  made  his  appear- 
ance at  the  tower,  together  with  Gronard,  Lelievre,  Camus,  and 
Jonc[«oy,  municipfil  officers ;  he  brought  a  decree  from  the 
Oommuae,  commanding  that  the  Princesses  should  be  kept 
in  more  rigid  confinement,  and  that  the  person  who  waited  on 
tbem  should  be  withdrawn.  "  In  all  the  prison-houses,"  said 
he  to  them,  "  the  prisoners  have  no  one  to  wait  on  them  ;  the 
exception  made  in  your  favoui-  is  an  offence  to  public  justice 
and  morality  ;  ec[uaUty  shotdd  reign  in  prisons,  as  in  all  other 
places.  For  the  future,  Henriot  and  the  water-carrier  only 
shall  have  the  right  of  entrance  here."  * 

*  The  following  is  the  aeconnt  given  in  the  conncil-geHernl  of  the 
Commune  of  the  bnsinesa  of  the  day. 

"  The  deputy -attomej-genErnl  of  the  Cominu  proposed,  3H  a  measure 
iif  aecovitj-  ^gccenblc  fo  eqinditj,  Uiut  thu  whole  kitclien-eatublislinient  of 


...CjOOgIc 


LOUIS   THE    SEVENTEENTH. 


Heleit  w  til  his  paity  went  down  into  bimo is  i)om  It 
will  1  e  seen  tliat  the  ohjeLt  of  hi^  Mait  ^^'is  more  the  1  ttle 
pri'iOHci  than  the  ciptive  kdieg  Ho  hal  a  bng  comersation 
■with  Simon  looked  at  the  child  without  ideating  to  him 
took  leiye  of  the  master  with  the  woid^  Very  soon  and 
with  hew 

No  official  order  or  direction  was  given  on   that  floor 
Very  soon,    is  the  sole  poition  of  the  visit  that  we  have  heard 
of:    a  farewell  word,  simple  and  common  enough,  hut  which, 
under  these  circumstances,  seems  frightfully  significant ! 

Hubert  >Ta3  oheyed :  Tison,  in  disgrace,  was-  sent  back  to 
the  turret,  where  he  was  kept  in  confinement;  the  Princesses, 
for  the  future,  were  to  make  their  hed  and  sweep  their  room 
ttemaelves ;  their  door  was  not  to  he  opened,  except  to  take 
in  their  food  ;  they  were  nevermore  to  look  on  a  human  face,— 
never  mere  to  Jiear  a  human  voice.  The  terrible  visitor  they 
had  just  received  proposed  measures  calculated  to  render  yet 
more  rigid  tlie  regulations  of  their  prison-house.  The  two 
following  decrees  were  carried  by  the  Temple  committee : 
"Municipality  of  Paris. 
"  22ntl  Sep.,  1793,  2nd  year  of  the  French  Eepublio,  one  and  individble. 

"The  Council,  taking  into  consideralioii  that  the  greatest 
economy  ought  to  prevail,  and  be  observed,  makes  the  follow- 
ing decree : 

tJia  Temple  he  reduced,  and  ail  the  servants  and  valets  disehai'gei!,  and 
that  the  prisoners  confined  there  be  treated  raaotlj  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  prisoners  in  other  places  of  confinement ;  and  that,  on  ihe  same 
evening,  a  committee  be  named  to  carry  this  decree  into  execution  at  tlie 
Temple.     His  proposal  was  ananimonsly  adopted. 

' '  The  memhera  named  for  the  committee  were ;  Greiiavd,  Lelievre, 
Camna,  and  Jonquoy. 

"  The  same  measures  were  adopted  with  reapeot  to  the  widow  Capet ; 
the  council  decrees  tliat  the  food  of  the  said  Capet  ha  rednced  to  the  bare 
necessaries  of  life,  that,  out  of  regard  to  equality,  slie  be  treated  mdis- 
crimiuolely  like  the  other  prisoners,  and  have  no  attendants  hut  those 
couneoted  with  the  prison;  also  that  this  decree  he  sent  to  the  porter  of 
the  Condereerie."— (Archives  of  the  HStel-de-Ville.) 
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"  1st.  That,  from  this  day  forward,  the  wso  of  poultry  and 
pastry  at  every  table  be  abolished. 

"  3nd.  That  the  prisoners  have  hat  one  kind  of  food  for  their 
breakfasts. 

"  3rd.  That  they  have  only  some  broth,  boiled  beef,  and  one 
Other  dish  for  their  dinner ;  half-a-bottle  of  common  wine  to  be 
allowed  to  each  of  thera, 

"  4th.  At  aapper  to  have  two  dishes." 

The  second  decree  directed : 

"  1st.  That,  from  this  day  forward,  no  waslights  be  allowed 
within  the  tower ;  the  prisoners  to  have  tallow-caudles  only, 
and  that  no  tapers  be  burnt,  except  in  the  office  of  the 
coanoil. 

"  3nd.  That  the  use  of  silver  and  china  be  prohibited,  and 
that  pewter  forlts  and  spoona  and  common  earthemware  only 
be  henceforth  served. 

"VlALLABD,  EOBIK,  TOBBBIJBR,  VEEflN. 

"  Commissaries  on  duty  at  the  Temple." 

On  the  24th  September,  a  more  particular  search  than  anj 
of  the  former  was  made  in  the  prisoners'  room.*     The  new 


"  "OneoftheoommissariBS  appointed  by  the  oounoil-general  to  sennili 
tlie  prisoners'  room  at  the  Terople,  and  take  awaj  nil  arBoles  of  liisnry, 
c;iv«E  tills  account  of  Ms  proceeding^! 

"  He  says  that  the  commissaries  had  taken  away  and  put  under  sc^il 
all  the  china  they  had  found. 

"He  added  that,  in  a  cupboard  belonging  to  JElizabefh,  they  foiniil  livi> 
rouleanK  of  fctty  gold  pieces,  each  piece  of  gold  of  the  value  of  Inenty-four 
livrcB,  which  the  said  Eliaaheth  declared  had  Treen  given  to  her  to  keep  hy 
the  widow  Lamhalle,  at  the  period  of  the  10th  August,  1^93,  and  that 
these  same  gold  pieces  had  been  confided  hj  another  person  to  the  care  of 
the  wjdoff  Lamh^lfl. 

"  The  coundl  deorees,  that  the  ahove-mentioned  gold  pieces,  as  also 
the  ihoasand  crowns,  Ibund  at  the  time  of  Capet's  death,  and  tbe  decoia- 
tions  he  wore  on  his  pei'son,  be  deposited  in  (he  national  treaaary,  and 
appoints  the  oomminsaries  here  named  as  commissaries  for  this  purpose. 
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Vulgar  brulKli^cs. 

regulations,  prescribed  by  the  decrees  we  bave  just  given,  had 
been  canied  out  with  inteose  zeal.  Not  only  were  all  deli- 
cacies iu  eating  put  a  stop  to,  but  stable-sheets  of  yellow  long- 
cloth  were  substituted  for  white,  dipped-candles  for  was,  pewter 
for  silver,  and  earthenware  for  china. 

This  recrudescence  of  epijte  did  not  confine  itself  to  the 
liring ;  it  attacked  him  who  was  no  more !  The  council-general 
decreed  that  the  wardrobe  of  Louis  XVI.,  which  had  been 
under  seal  hitherto,  should  be  burnt  at  the  Place  de  Gr^ve,* 

"  On  demand  of  tlie  attorney- general  of  the  Ciimmuue,  the  ooaiwiil- 
genei'al  decrees  that  the  bed,  coats,  and  whatevec  eiaa  was  used  in  the 
lodging',  OT  for  the  clothing,  of  Capet,  he  burnt  at  the  Place  de  Greve  next 
Sunday.  The  conuniasarios  named  for  tJiis  purpose  are  Grenard,  Lali^vre, 
&e. 

"LuDiN,  Vice-presidcut. 

"  DoBAT-CUBIERBa." 

{Sitting  of  Tuesdaj,  Sith  September,  1193.) 
'  "Council-general  of  the  Commnne  of  Paris. 
"The  secretary-registrar  gives  his  account  of  the  burning  of  Capet's 
wardrobe,  which  took  place  yesterday,  Sunday,  20th  inst. 

"  On  Sunday,  39th  Sept«Dber,  1793,  3rd  year  of  the  Prencli  Eopuhlio, 
citizen  Camus,  the  commissary  appointed  on  purpose  by  the  council-genera], 
having  had  die  wardrobe  of  the  late  Capet  brought  to  the  dep6t  of  tlie 
secretary's  office  in  tlia  common  hall,  I  found  that  it  was  seived  up  in  a 
cloth,  and  sealed  in  six  plaees ;  afier  haidng  seen  that  the  seals  were  perfect 
and  entire,  I  opened,  the  packet  and  found  ns  follows  : 

"A  hat,  a  broken  tortoise-shell  box,  a  Iktla  pared  of  list  !!ud  whtlfl 
ribtwns,  six  coats  of  dotb,  silk,  and  soft  velvet,  a  cloth  over-coat,  eight 
vests  of  cloth,  soft  velvet,  silk,  and  linen;  ten  piui'Saf  small-clothes  ditto, 
two  white  dressing-gowns,  under  WMstcoat  of  wadded  satin,  five  pairs  of 
pantaloons,  nineteen  white  vests. 

"Wbioh  articles  I  had  conveyed  to  the  Placode  Gifeve  by  the  office- 
mesEengars,  after  having  previously  had  them  ceriiiied  by  citizens  Pierre- 
Jacques  Legrand  and  Etienne-Antoine  Souard,  commissaries,  who  repaired 
to  the  siud  place  with  myself,  where  I  found  a  pie  of  wood  prepared,  on 
which  all  the  articles  were  arranged,  and  the  comtnissitries  having  set  fire 
to  them,  they  were  reduced  to  ashes,  pursuant  to  the  decree  of  the  council- 
generfd. 

(Signed) 

"LEGEiur,  SOUABD,  Members' of  the  Commune. 
"  COULOMBBAtJ,  Secretary-registrar." 
(SitlJng  of  Monday,  301h  September,  1793,1 
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The  royal  child  didnotasyet  fael  thocliangeapaasii^iiitlie 
towel  he  viBs  pio^iied  with  coaise  yelbw  sheets,  certiunly,  but 
hiB  food  remained  the  same  the  fa\  our  in.  which  Simon  was  held 
shielding  a  state  of  life  which  was  common  to  hoth.  Tho 
p  ijil  wa9  thus  exom[ted  fiom  %  measure  which,  falling  on 
him  \  Duld  affect  the  m'lstei  ilso  Ihe  latter  understood  the 
)l  ligations  whi(,h  this  jjio  eedrag  laid  him  under ;  he  knew 
thit  they  weie  indulgent  to  tlie  Jacobin  only  on  condition  that 
the  Jacobin  should  be  more  h^rd  upon  the  Prince.  It  was  only 
h)  mtieased  be^eiity  that  he  could  ptoTe  ho  was  not  ungratefui, 
— aiid  his  gratitude  was  excesane  Sometimes  he  measured 
out  to  Ills  viUira  his  ijorUon  of  food  parsimoniously,  and  gave 
Inm  water  only  sometimes  he  forced  him  to  eat  enormously, 
lud  dnnk  a  gieat  deal  of  wine  — e\eess  succeeding  to  fasting, 
and  drunkenness  to  piivation  of  necessaiies.  After  having  worn 
out  the  stomach  the  master  tried  to  wear  out  the  heart.  Ah ! 
how  1  ghth  hai  the  pool  cluR  done,  to  prepaid  himself 
for  lesignitiDn  heneUh  his  parents  eyes  1  Certainly,  robust 
aa  it  was  if  iiis  niture  hal  remained  as  quick  and  escitable 
as  it  had  been  at  Versailles  thesi  daily  combats,  great 
lud  httle  — sivord  cuts  md  pucks  with  a  pin, — would  un- 
bubtedly  hd.ie  dmen  him  mid  All  Simon's  efforts  were 
more  than  ever  directed  to  lenl  the  young  plant  to  imbibe 
hiH  coiiuptue  les&ons  to  give  filse  ideas  to  his  heart,  and 
t)  poison  his  mmd  The  Revolution  Imd  not  done  enough  in 
c  tibliahing  heisrit  m  the  Louvie  while  hei  flig  floated  over 
ou  deserted  palaces  No  she  mu,.t  mstil  her  ideas  and 
pinoipleo  into  the  heal  and  heait  of  tiie  descendant  of  Saint 
Louis  she  must  fall  his  mmd  with  the  <inarihy  that  reigned 
111  the  streets  must  stifle  the  mo'*t  gpueious  nature  with 
lemoribs^tion  the  most  cdious  fai  fiom  puie  an  and  sunlight, 
must  wither  the  noblest  flower  in  the  most  fetid  atmosphere — 
in  short,  must  make  an  accomplice  of  a  child :  crime  must 
liud  support  in  innocence  1 
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Young  Louis  was  already  muob  changed.  The  heedless- 
ness of  his  age  had  disappeared  entirely  ■  a  dreamy  veil  covered 
his  countenance,  once  proud  and  determmed  and  his  large  blue 
eyes,  which  God  had,  as  it  were,  illumined  with  th^  golden 
reflection  of  the  light  of  royal  lines,  non  rested  on  the  ground, 
languid  and  almost  inanimate.  No  emotion  was  now  to  he 
seen,  like  a  breath  of  life,  upon  his  face,  whiuh  remained  calm 
and  unmoved.  He  could  talte  no  amusement  now  m  anything. 
His  body  was  uneC[ual  to  the  valour  of  his  heart.  His  courage 
was  ready  to  endure  all,  but  his  strength  was  not  sufficient. 
Like  the  lily,  the  ancient  emblem  of  French  nationality,  he 
had  carried  his  charming  head  high ;  but  that  head  was 
hegianing  to  droop  on  the  stalk. 

Still,  the  name  of  his  mother  wis  yet  held  dear  and  sacred 
in   his  he  ( 

October,    1       )    S  m        ns  ta 

possible  t  nam 

him.      Th 

not  do  so  m  ta 

Simon  ad(  asm 

not  a  fat  kn  m 

divine  tha    fl  m  te  to  hi 

is  to  mock        G  If 

himself,  th 

were  now  r  flee    d  uu  ra  Lke 

the  light  a  tl  m  ak      iffl  m 

which  mud  tc 

The  Co  as 

nette  fairly       gun  g 

the  impatie  mm        m 

On  the  be  p 
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ber,  decrees  tliat  the  revolutionary  tribunal  proceed  without 
delay  or  inteiTuption  to  the  trial  of  the  widow  Capet."* 

But  the  materials  for  the  tiial  wore  wanting ;  and  Fouquier- 
Tinville  himself,  whose  conscience,  aa  public  accuser,  was 
neither  difficult  nor  scrupuloits,  replied  in  the  following  t^rma 
tn  the  decree  of  the  Convention  if 

"IVIs,  tliia  Stli  October,  1793,  2nd  year  of  tlie  EepuHie, 
one  and  indivisible, 
"  Citizen  President,— I  have  the  honour  to  inform  the 
ConvenlioH  that  the  decree  passed  therein  on  the  SiA  instaoit, 
directing  that  the  revolutionary  tribunal  proceed  without  delay 
or  interruption  to  the  trial  of  the  widow  Capet,  was  conveyed 
to  me  this  evening.  But,  up  to  fiis  day,  no  papers  whatever 
relating  to  Marie  Antoinette  have  reached  me  ;  so  that,  how- 
ever desirous  the  tribunal  may  be  to  caray  out  the  decree  of  the 
Convention,  thoy  are  unable  to  obey  this  decree  until  such 
papers  are  forwarded  to  tiiem."| 

*  "  Eeviaed  by  the  inspector ;  signed  Joseph  Beckev ;  collated  with  tlie 
original  by  ns,  tie  president  and  seeretaries  of  the  Hational  Convention. 

"  Patia,  41h  October,  1793,  2nd  jear  cf  the  French  Eepnblie,  one  and 
indivisible. 

(Signed)  "L.  J.  CHABLreB,  President. 

"  Pons  (Verdun),  P.  Jagot,  Seeretariea." 
(Kational  Archives,  iron  chest.) 
I  This  note,  tlic  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  Convention  on  the  Bth 
October,  ia  pveaerved  in  the  Kational  Archives  (iron  oliost) ;  it  ig  writfen 
in  Fouqmei''8  haud. 

%  Three  days  aJterwards  the  memhers  of  the  committee  of  poblic 
aafetj  were  stiU  aeaiehing  for  papers  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  Queen  ; 

"  Paj'ls,  Vth  day  of  the  2ud  decade  of  the  1st  monfh,  Snd  year  of 
the  Prench  KepublLc  (iVth  Vend^miaire,  End  year;  8th 
October,  1793). 
"  The  members  of  the  ctamnittee  of  public  safety  to  then'  colleague, 

citizen  !Rabaud-Fommii^. 
■'Citiaen,  our  coUengue,  we  beg  you  will  acquaint  us  with  all  the  inlbi'- 
mation  relating  to  the  widow  Capet,  that  jcu,  as  having  been  secretajj  to 
t)ic  committee  of  twenty-one,  erapbyed  in  drawing;  up  the  aocusftticn  ol 
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Testimony  obtained  from  the  Dauphin  agaiosl  bis.muther. 

Materials  were  preparing  at  the  Teraple  ! 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  Vendemiaire,  Snd  year  (4tb 
October,  1793),  Simon,  who  had  receiyed  his  cue  from  Hebert, 
the  head  of  the  plot,  through  citizen  Daujon,  municipai  officer, 
informed  Chiumette  that  little  Capet  was  readj  to  reply  to  all 
queations  that  might  be  made  to  him  m  the  cause  of  jiistiie 
ihe  mayor  and  the  attorney  gcneial  of  the  Commune  dttei 
mined  to  refau  to  the  Temple  accompanied  Ij  tnr  memlera 
of  the  council  general  *  Notice  \  ns  given  to  Snnoii  to  hold 
himself  m  leadiness  foi  the  nest  dij  bat  one  On  the  l^th 
Vendemiaiie  fOth  Ootobei)  Paehe  and  Chiumette  ariiVLd  at 
the  towei  i\ith  then  escort  Iheii  entranco  info  Simmn 
room  was  at  hrst  an  al^iming  ciicumatance  to  thi  young 
Piinoe,  who  hiding  been  made  mtoiii.ated  befoie  the  time 
was  beginmng  to  iif  ovei  himself  and  whose  brow  wiS  insen 
sibly  lo&iB{,  Ihe  passing  flush  rajsed  by  the  brandj  he  hid  been 
fojt,ed  to  swallow.  The  brightness  of  his.  eyes  was  fading  by 
degrees,  and  his  head  was  sunk  on  hia  breast,  sad  and  unmoved 
as  before  ;  but,  driven  to  extremities,  tracked  and  harassed  like 
a  poor  gazelle,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  he  yielded  at  length 
he  would  never  have  resisted  so  much  had  their  object  been  to 
take  him  to  the  scaffold.  Heuss^e,  administrator  of  police, 
read  an  interrogatory  prepared  beforehand,  and,  if  we  may 
believe  a  contemporary  account,  drawn  up  by  Daiyon,  in  which 
the  child  replied  as  was  desired ;  ajid  then  they  made  him  sign, 
it,  as  they  desired  it  should  be  signed.  The  Revolution  tri- 
umphed ;  it  had  imbued  ihe  son's  lip  with  the  poison  of  the 
calumny  with  which  the  mother's  honour  was  to  be  slaiu.  We 
give  the  trembling  signature  by  which  they  pretended  to  accuse 

Capat,  were  abletocolleuts  or  to  inform  ua  where  the  papers  and  duoumenta, 
on  which  the  labours  of  that  commission  were  based,  liave  been  deposited. 
"  Salufation  and  fraternity." 
•  ' '  The  council-general  appoinl:a  Laurent  and  Jrirj  to  co-operate  with 
Bib  ciliiicn  major,  the  attorney-general  of  the  Commune,  and  the  coramift- 
aaries  already  appointed  to  go  to  the  Temple." 

(Silting  of  the  1th  Ootobor,  1703.) 
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the  Queen,  and  w'uicli  really  accusea  only  those  who  guided,  or 
rather  misdirectec!,  tbo  chiids  hand. 

We  shall  state  hereafter  to  what  auhject  the  interrogatory 
applied,  helow  which  this  signature  appeared, — at  least,  as 
far  83  history  may  say  it.  la  fact,  it  relates  to  a  crime  that 
surpaaaes  iroagiiifttion,  and  which,  by  its  extraordmary  nature, 
almost  attains  the  vantage  ground  of  impunity.  The  hand  of 
justice  is  stayed  by  sacred  modesty ;  to  stigmatize  it,  we  should 
be  ohiiged  to  relate  it 

H&bert.hadai-iivect  during  the  sitting;  he  bad  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  his  plan  carried  out,  as  well  as  that  of  signing  his 
name,  together  with  Chaumette,  who  viss  his  Mend  rather  than 
his  chief ;  with  Pache,  mayor  of  Paris ;  with  Friry,  Laurent, 
and  Seguy,  commissaries  at  the  Temple ;  with  Heussfio,  ad- 
ministrator of  police ;  and  Simon. 

Those  who  had  sought  these  poisoned  weapons  at  the 
Temple  bore  them  in  triumph  to  the  committee  of  public 
safety.  There  they  found  Dai^ou,  no  doubt  anxious  to  know 
how  the  paper  of  which  he  had  been  the  author  had  succeeded, 
and  to  what  high  degree  of  esteem  and  confidence  he  was  to 
bo  raised  by  such  an  act  of  devotion.  He  received  much  con- 
gratulation on  the  subject.  A  member  of  the  committee  said 
to  him :  "  How  the  devil,  citizen,  hast  thou  been  able  to 
collect  Bo  many  things  and  fix  them  so  cleverly ? "  "I  read 
them  in  public  opinion,"  replied  Daujon;  "they  are  as  clear 

Sfill  the  Queen's  enemies  understood  the  necessity  of  sup- 
porting the  testimony  of  a  captive  child,  whom  it  was  easy  to 
iiiduoe  to  say  anything  that  w^  wanted,  by  more  serious  wit- 
nesses. On  the  next  day,  18th  Vendemiaire,  3nd  year  (Ttli 
October,  1793),  Chaumette  and  Pache  came  again  to  the 
Temple,  accompanied  by  David  (a  member  of  tlie  committee  of 
public  safety),  and  surrounded  by  municipals,  among  whom 
was  Danjon.  They  hoped,  by  the  help  of  ambiguous  and 
captious  questioning,  to  draw  from  the  daughter  and  sister  of 


...Coogic 


LOUIS    I'UE    SEVE: 


Louis  W I  some  words  which  skillQlly  interpreted  might 
make  them  accomphoes  n  all  the  :,alummeh  heipe?  upon  the 
Oue(ii  Amoug  theso  Lalumiues  the  most  absurd  it  \iell  sa 
the  mo  t  ahomiuable  of  all  is  that  of  ■which  up  ha\e  aliealy 
spoken  Modesty  cannot  name  it  nor  virtue  understand  it 
neither  can  indignation  mete  o  t  its  full  measure  f  lepro 
hatirn  let  it  is  this  ctlumnj  that  the  le^olutionxry  ima 
ginatioa  miented  to  attack  Maiia  Antomptte  in  all  that  la 
most  satied — her  honour  as  a  wife  and  m  all  that  n  most 
holy — her  lo^e  as  a  mothei  '  It  la  enough  for  u*  to  sa>  our 
heaita  swelling  iMtli  indignation,  and  with  a  fiash  on  our  blow, 
that  the  Revolution  sought  to  transform  the  best  of  mothers 
into  a  Messalina,  and  her  saintly  child  into  the  pupil  of  her 
debaucheries,  the  accomplice  of  her  orgies,  the  hetrayer  of  her 
crimes !  Let  them  not  tell  us  now  that  Marie  Antoinette  fell 
by  the  headsman's  hand  ;  no,  it  was  not  the  esecutioaer  that 
slew  her.  the  Queen  of  France  died  like  the  old  monarchy  of 
France  beneath  the  pen  of  a  pamphleteer, — we  will  not  calum- 
niate the  headsman ! 

It  was  to  support  these  monsU'ous  assertions,  already 
signed  by  her  son,  that  testimony  was  now  to  be  demanded 
from  the  sister  and  daughter, — by  men  who  called  themselves 
representatives  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  justice,  and  of  the 
nation  I  Pache,  Chaumette,  and  David,  on  their  arrival  at  the 
tower,  established  themselves  in  the  council-room,  and  ordered 
that  the  young  Marie  Th^reae  should  be  brouglit  down.  This 
unexpected  order  filled  the  two  Princesses  isith  astonishment 
and  terror ;  they  clung  to  each  other,  imploring  that  they 
might  not  be  soparatod.  Being,  however,  obliged  to  obey,  the 
young  orphan  went  down,  and  God  only  Itnoivs  what  passed  at 
that  hour  in  the  hearts  of  aant  and  niece.  For  the  first  time 
since  she  had  been  confined  in  the  Temple,  Madame  Elizabeth 
found  herself  alone !  Was  the  last  object  of  her  tender  solici- 
tude removed  for  ever  ?  Up  to  the  present  time,  thoso  who 
had  ODce   gone  down  had  returned  no  more  ;  the  fatlier  had 
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Alrocioua  conapiracj. 

found  the  executioner  below,  and,  worse  still,  the  son  had 
found  Simon.  What  was  in  store  for  the  young  girl  who  had 
JQSt  passed  the  fatal  threshold  ?  The  miad  of  Madame  Eliza- 
beth lost  itself  amidst  the  most  alarming  fancies  and  the  most 
cruel  conjectures  but  it  was  not  in  her  natuie  (o  guess  a  deed 
without  a  parallel  m  the  aniiils  of  any  nation  and  she  would 
certainly  have  accused  the  echoes  of  the  tower  of  falsehood, 
could  they  have  borne  to  her  what  wa«  being  said  in  the 
council-room  at  thit  moment.  Scaice,  indeed,  could  she  believe 
it,  when  she  was  doomed  to  hear  it  with  hei  own  eara. 

At  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  Madame  Royals  had  mot  with 
her  brother,  and  she  was  about  to  embrace  him  wlien  Siiuon 
hastily  tore  him  away  from  her.  The  child  was  coming  out  of 
the  room,  where  Da^id  had  asked  to  see  the  son  of  his  former 
benefactor  again,  in  order  to  hear  from  his  own  lips  that  ho 
acknowledged  what  he  had  been  forced  to  sign  the  day  before 
as  correct  and  true.  The  mihappy  child  had  made  a  sign  in 
the  afSrmative,  and  on  his  master's  order  had  replied  ;  "  Yes." 
His  sister  was  admitted.  Pache  was  the  first  to  interrogate 
her,  concerning  the  understanding  between  her  parents  and 
foreign  princes,  which  he  accused  her  of  having  known.  The 
young  girl's  answers  were  so  concise  and  firm  that  the  com- 
missaries pushed  these  introductory  questions  no  iarlher,  and 
Chaumette  began  at  onco  on  the  subject  which  was  the  truo 
object  of  the  examination.  Marie  Thferfise  heard  him  at  first 
without  understanding  him  at  all ;  then  suddenly  a  flush  rose 
to  her  face,  and  Chaumette'e  words  becoming  more  horribly 
clear  and  more  clearly  horrible,  they  stirred  up  with  indigna- 
tion all  the  filial  and  Christiaii  blood  of  tlie  saintly  ehUd.  She 
replied  at  first  only  by  her  tears,  and  then  by  a  most  positive 
denial ;  hut  when  Chaumette  persisted  in  his  statements  with 
cynical  perseverance,  the  word  "Iniamous!"  broke  from  the  lips 
of  Madame  Koyale,  to  repel  his  inainuatioDS,  "  Chaumette," 
she  says,  in  her  nan-ative,  "  interrogated  me  upon  a  number  of 
shamefai  thing':,  of  vihich  my  molh&v  and  aiml  were  acr.'uscd 
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I  was  Btuuck  dumb  with  horror,  and  was  bo  ind  gnant  th  t, 
notwithstanding  all  my  terror,  I  could  not  refrain  from  sayu  g 
that  it  was  inCimous.  Notwithstanding  ray  tears  thoy  pe  -sisted 
very  long  ;  they  were  things  that  I  could  not  well  undern  ai  i 
but  wh^t  I  could  comprehend  was  so  horrible  that  1  wept  1 
indignation."  The  cry  of  outraged  nature  did  not  d  a  m  I  e 
shameless  accusers ;  they  thought  then  of  subject  g  }  or  t 
most  painful  confroutation,  and  most  cruel  contradi  o  tl  y 
had  young  Louia-Charles  brought  in  again,  crouching  under 
the  domination  of  hia  master,  and  for  nearly  three  hours  they 
made  her  virgin  innocence  suffer,  in  presence  of  a  brother  of 
eight  years  old,  tho  disgraceful  trial  of  an  examination  which 
brought  the  brother  and  sister  in  antagonism  to  each  other  on 
[bis  melancholy  subject.  Below  the  interrogatory  is  a  signa- 
tuve  traced  by  a  tTcrabling  hand:  it  is  preceded  by  that  of 
Madame  Eoyale,  and  followed  by  those  of  their  e 
tlie  reader  will  perceiye  by  the  subjoined  fac-simile. 

This  atrocious  scene,  which  began  at  noon,  was 
until  three  o'clock.  Marie  Therese  ardently  d 
reunited  with  her  mother.  Ohaumette  replied:  "That  is  not 
passible  ;  retire,  and  say  nothing  to  your  aunt,  whom  "vo  are 
going  to  send  for  also."  And,  under  the  escort  of  three  muni- 
cipals, the  young  virgin  returned  to  her  chaste  cell,— like  a 
white  swan,  whose  purity  is  sullied  by  muddy  waters,  plunges 
again  into  the  crystal  waves  of  a  quiet  lake. 

Still  dumb  with  indignation  and  terror,  Madame  Eoyale 
liad  scarce  time  to  throw  herself  into  the  arms  of  her  aunt  ere 
the  latter  was  torn  from  her,  and  obliged  to  depart,  without 
knowing  what  was  going  on,  nor  what  there  was  to  hope  or 
fear.  She  was  interrogated  in  her  turn,  and  the  same  long 
tissue  of  infamous  accusations  made  against  the  Queen  was 
unrolled  before  her.  Madame  Elizabeth  replied,  as  her  niece 
had  done,  to  all  falsehoods  by  truth,  to  all  perfldicus  assertions 
by  the  most  noble  frankness,  and  to  all  scurrility  with  an 
"ccent  of  contempt      Her  formidable  CKamincis  soon  saw  that 
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it  would  be  iji  vain  for  them  to  seek  the  equivocal  phraae  they 
had  been  tmablo  to  oUfdn  from  the  simplicity  of  a  young  girl, 
not  yet  fifteen,  from  the  presence  of  mind  of  her  aunt;  and, 
after  the  lapse  of  an  hour,  they  sent  her  away,  weary  and 
aabamed  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  seize  on  some  word 
tliat  they  might  be  able  to  distort  to  a  wrong  meaning.  Bui, 
with  strange  pertinacity,  ere  they  closed  their  search,  they 
confronted  the  young  King  with  Madame  Elizabeth,  and  put 
the  virtoe  of  his  aunt  to  the  blush  before  him,  as  they  bad 
done  the  innocence  of  his  sister.  The  Dauphin's  signature  is 
to  bo  seen  at  the  foot  of  the  examination,  together  with  that  of 
Madame  Elizabeth. 

At  length  the  trial  was  over.  When  she  had  reached  her 
room  again,  "Oh.  my  child!"  exclaimed  Madame  Elizabeth, 
extending  her  arms  to  her  niece.  Silence  alone  could  express 
the  confusion  and  embarrassment  of  both ;  a  flush  was  on  their 
brows,  and  tears  fell  from  their  eyes :  for  flie  first  time  they 
shunned  each  other's  glances.  For  a  moment  they  held  each 
other  iu  a  close  embrace,  and  then,  falling  on  their  knees,  they 
offered  their  humiliation  and  sorrow  to  the  God  of  the  humble 
and  afflicted, 

Divine  wisdom  had  suggested  to  Marie  Th^r^se  and  her 
aunt  answers  which  disconcerted  the  machinations  of  ivicked 
laen ;  they  were  obliged  to  fell  back  upon,  and  hold  to,  the 
report  fabricated  (at  least  so  it  has  been  said)  by  Daujon,  and 
adopted  by  Hebert.  Still,  their  visit  was  not  unproductive  of 
results ;  for  the  minds  of  the  poor  captives  remained  troubled 
with  the  imt^es  with  which  their  chaste  imaginations  had  been 
sullied.  Turgy,  who  had  found  means  to  retain  his  employ- 
ment within  the  Temple,  was  sent,  awav.*  and  forbidden  to 
re-enter  the  tower. 

•  The  CommnnB  had  laade  a  decree  a  month  befi  re  to  expel  Tnrgy, 
Chrffien,  and  Marohanrt,  from  the  T^nple,  and  not  onlj  ihiim,  Jnit,  all 
pi-viaiHS  SHspcctoil  of  iiiclvlsm. 

"  A  iJccrcR  of  tliK  Tuiuiitr^  timiieil  read,  dtmandin^  _th;it  M-vtinl  iudi- 
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The  following  is  tiie  last  note  written  to  this  faithful 
servant  by  Madame  Elizabeth : 

"Quarter  past  two  o'clock,  Iltli  Ontolter,  ITOS. 

"  I  am  much  distressed.  Ttdie  care  of  yourself  till  tho 
time  when  we  shall  be  more  fortunate,  and  able  to  reward  you. 
Take  with  you  the  comfort  of  having  served  good  and  unhappy 
masters. 

"  Recommend  Fidele  (Toulan),  not  to  expose  himself  too 
much  for  our  signals  {by  means  of  a  horn).  If  by  chance  you 
should  seo  Madame  Mallemain,  give  her  im  account  of  us,  and 
tell  her  that  I  think  of  her. 

"  Adieu,  faithful  subject  and  worthy  man ;  may  God,  whom 
you  80  faithfully  serve,  support  and  comfort  you  in  whatever 
you  may  have  to  endure  !" 

M.  Hue  was  aiTested  on  the  13th,  Thenceforward  it  be- 
came impossible  for  Madame  Elizabeth  to  learn  anything  that 

viduals  now  eniplojed  in  this  lionsc,  and  who  were  forroei'Ij  attaolied  to  tlie 
ei-Connt  d'Artois,  be  replaced  : 

"  The  council-general  eouflrms  these  arrangements,  and  decrees  in  conse- 
qucDce  that  citiEena  Piquet  and  his  tsmily,  porters ;  Bockentroh  and  his 
family,  feoepers  of  the  linen ;  Baron,  porter ;  Glourlet  and  his  wife,  turn- 
Itejs  1  Quenel,  meesenger ;  Chretien,  Marchand,  and  Tui^,  men-servanta ; 
oil^zeness  Leelerc,  wife  of  a  gendarme,  ex-oul^der  to  the  Count  d'Artois  : 
the  wife  and  children  of  Salmon,  Ma  ox'footman ;  and  the  Ango  (ex-tmtler) 
lainiLji,  in  number  four  persons ;  be  expelled. 

"  The  council-genera],  on  the  projiositJon  of  the  Temple  oonndl,  decrees 
tliat  the  enclosuie  wall  bo  conljnued  up  to  the  ex-palace,  aluvo  tlie 
stabling. 

"  The  council-general  appoints  Beauvalet^  Cresaon,  Comtois,  .ind 
Eemj,  to  the  duty  of  replacing  the  Temple  turnkeys. 

' '  The  council-general  decrees  that  citizeness  Tison  be  paid  in  propor- 
tion to  her  salary,  her  discharge  to  date  from  tlus  day. 

"The  Temple  council  deaiies  that  aii  oommiBsai'ies  instead  of  four 
be  appointed  for  Sunday  and  Mondaj,  in  order  to  accompany  the  men 
who  ore  to  mend  the  stoves  in  the  priaoners'  roams. 

' '  'J'lic  tomicil-gcncral  adopts  this  proposal." 

(Council-general  of  the  Oommnno  of  Faris;  sitting  of  the 
■■■'  "    ■     '«r,  1793,) 
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waa  passing ;  iiiteUigonce  from  without,  communication  within, 
all  failed  her  at  once,  and  she  heard  no  more  of  the  Queen. 

Let  U3  not  regret  this  privation,  cruel  aa  it  was  for  her 
These  uaceaaing  anxieties  spared  her  a  greater  grief:  the  trial 
of  Marie  Antoinette  was  about  to  begin.  For  nearly  two 
months  and  a-half  that  she  had  been  confined  in  a  damp 
dungeon  at  tlie  Conciergerie,  the  Queen  had  been  expecting 
her  trial,  Feeling  her  last  sufferings  beforehand,  she  had 
ceased  to  live  without  enjoying  the  repose  of  death.*  On  the 
14th  October  the  proceedings  were  opened.  Fouquier-Tinville 
road  to  the  accused  a  libel,  that,  in  his  jargon,  he  styled  her 
deed  of  accusariou.  The  Queen  of  France  replied  to  all  with 
heroic  calmness.  Bat  now  came  Hebert,  who  brought  the 
calumny  he  had  prepared  in  the  Temple  examination  against 
the  widow  Capet.  The  royal  aocused  kept  silence,  full  of 
mournful  majesty;  but  H6bert  having  added  that  be  had  an 
authentic  document  in  his  posseasion  which  proved  the  facts 
he  asserted,  she  turned  on  him  a  glance  which  brought  a  ilush 
to  his  cheek,  and  excited  a  movement  in  the  Assembly. 
Fouquier  dared  not  make  use  of  this  document.  The  terror 
he  usually  inspired  was  experienced  by  himself  on  that  day  ; 
he  feared  that  this  absurd  and  abominable  mode  of  accusation 
might  overstep  his  object,  and,  by  its  very  excess  of  malevolence, 
become  favourable  to  the  accused.^  He  merely  ordered  the 
registrar  to  read  the  document,  and  then,  turning  towards 
Marie  Antoinette,  he  only  said  ;  "  What  have  you  to  reply  to 


•  "  Priesagio  malomm  jirai  vita  exempts,  nondum  tamen  raorto  ad- 
qujeacelmi" — Tacit.  Ann.  Lib.  XIV. 

f  "  It  is  well  known  that  Eobespierre,  on  learning  the  det^ails  of  this 
silting,  accused  Hubert  of  hoTing  drawn  up  so  libellous  an  occusauon  in 
order  to  exdte  the  people  in  that  Princess's  favour,  bj  making  Iier  an 
object  of  interest." — "  DIei&a  de  Napol&n." 

The  same  Itobespierre,  <m  licaring  iSvti  Fouquier-Tiuville  wanted  to 
pat  up  the  scalltiid  in  the  very  room  where  the  tribunal  sat,  in  order  to 
her  being  tried,  i^ondemned,  and  executed  in  the  same  sittii^,  cried  oat : 
"  Wretch  !  would  you  then  demwaliae  tlie  punislimcnt  V 
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thf)  testimony  of  this  witness  ?"  The  Queen  continued  to 
preserve  a  majestic  silence;  but,  aorae  time  afterwards,  one  of 
the  jury  having  begged  the  president  to  take  notice  Ihat  she 
had  made  nc  tmawer  to  the  facts  adduced  by  citizen  Hebeit, 
the  royal  accused,  with  one  glance,  struck  terror  into  the  souls 
of  accusers,  wicaesses,  and  judges.  "  If  I  made  no  reply,"  slio 
cried,  "it  was  because  nature  refuses  to  answer  such  an  aocusa 
tian  bi-oiight  against  a  mother,  I  appeal  to  all  mothers  who 
may  be  present  here  !"  And  this  last  cry,  wrung  from  her  in 
her  insufferable  and  holy  grief,  moTcd  the  coldest  and  most 
inimical  hearts  in  the  whole  room. 

The  tribunal,  m  this  imq^uitoua  trial,  had  feigned  a  respect 
for  forms  by  deridii^ly  giving  the  Queen  two  advocate,  offi- 
cially appointed, — MM.  Chauveau-Lagarde  and  Tronson  du 
Coudroy, — and  by  summoning  witnesses,  as  if  it  were  inoambent 
upon  the  judges  to  seek  for  material  evidence  or  moral  con- 
victions. Among  these  witnesses  several  were  to  appear  again 
as  accused  tliemselves  a  few  days  afterwards ;  they  might  have 
bought  their  lives  by  calumniating  the  Queen,  but,  placed 
between  the  scaffold  aud  their  conaeienoe,  they  knew  how  to 
die.  Manuel  proved,  by  hia  attitude  and  replies,  which  wei-o 
full  of  propriety  and  reserve,  that  remorse  may  tjometimes  be 
sufficiently  acute  to  atone  for  former  crime.  Bailly, — who  by 
a  single  word*  was  soon  to  win  other  glory  than  that  whii  h 
science  had  procured  him, — paid  reverence  to  truth,  and  deslai'i  it 
that  "  The  facts  contained  in  the  indictment,  and  to  which 
the  declaration  of  young  Louis  Charles  referred,  were  entire. y 
false."  And  when  tie  Count  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  ex-niiniater  of 
war,  was  asked  by  the  president  if  he  knew  the  accused  ;  "Ah  1 
yea,"  lie  replied,  moved  with  respectful  grief,  and  bowing  low 
before  his  unfortunate  Queen;  "At!  yes;  I  have  the  hooom:  of 

•  Bailly  was  eiecated  at  the  Champ-de-Mors,  lOth  Nov^nber,  1T03. 
As  h\3  limbs,  chilled  1)J  the  rain  autl  cold,  were  involuntariiy  shaking,  one 
of  the  witnesses  of  hie  dcaUi  siuil  to  him :  "Tltoa  art  trembling,  BLtilly !" 
"Tes,"  rqilied  the  old  nuui,  ealmly;  "but  it  is  witli  cold." 
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knowing  Madame."  Some  days  later  tlie  scaffold  had  requited 
the  repentance  of  Manuel,  the  franhnesa  of  Bailly,  and  the 
respect  of  De  la  Tour  du  Pin. 

Still,  Chauveau-Lagarde  tried  to  combat  tlie  accusation 
made  against  his  royal  client  by  reasoning ;  he  spolie  noble 
words,  wliioh  the  journals  of  the  epocb,  fortunately  for  his  life, 
Ijut  unfortunately  for  his  glory,  dared  not  repeat.  He  declared 
tiat — "  In  this  extraordinary  trial,  posterity  would  see  tliat  if 
there  were  anything  difficult  for  the  defender,  it  was  not  tfl 
find  decisive  answers,  hut  to  meet  with  a  single  serious 
objection." 

Then,  haYiDg  cut  to  pieces  all  the  heads  of  the  accusation, 
he  ended  by  saying,  "that  he  thought  he  had  tept  the  engage- 
ment he  had  laid  himself  under,  by  showing  most  cloai'ly  that 
nothing  could  ec[nal  the  apparent  gravity  of  the  accusation, 
unless  perhaps  the  ridiculous  nullity  of  the  proofe." 

History  has  left  us  no  account  of  the  speech  of  Tronson  du 
Coudray ;  but  it  seems  to  prove  its  worth  by  informing  vs  that 
he  was  arrested,  together  wifh  Chauveau-Lagarde,  when  the 
sitting  was  over  It  is  doubtle'is  tiae  that  the  gieatest  orators 
of  France  would  nit  have  sa^ed  the  Queen  fiom  the  late  to 
which  she  was  doomed  but  atill  it  is  to  be  regietted  that,  at 
this  solemn  moment  no  \oice  should  have  protested  igaiust 
the  pioceedings  in  the  name  of  the  honour  of  France  and 
universal  justice 

The  daughter  of  Mane  Theiese  had  not  belied  hei  biith 
one  single  moment  she  had  listened  to  all  with  calmness, 
a,nd  itiated  ill  with  conci^eneas  After  heiimg  all  tlip  nit 
nesaea  she  had  warned  the  tiihunal  that  not  one  inicng  the  a 
had  advanced  a  single  positne  feet  agiinst  her  \nd  when 
aftei  the  declaiation  of  the  juiy  and  speech  of  thn  pubhc  i 
cuser,  the  president  asked  her  if  she  had  anything  to  add : 
"  Nothing  in  my  own  defence,"  she  said  ;  "  but  much  for  your 
i-emorse  to  feel.  I  was  a  queen,  and  yon  have  dethroned  rao  ; 
I  was  a  wife,  and  you  have  murdered  my  husband  ;  a  motlier. 
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and  you  have  torn  mj  children  from  me  :  I  have  nothing  left 
but  my  blwd, — take  it  then;  hasten  to  shed  it,  that  you.  may 

T       CO  their  tum  if 

au  an                      verdict  of  the 

L  g             have  nothing 

T  ra                    e  a  man  who 

ff  ur  of  a  victim 

nm  tb    g                       dent;  the  de- 

s  V  formal,  I  de- 


n  ttee  of    public 
little  1 


strength,  did 
1  ter,  and  extin- 

on  for  the  last 
llet,  wrapping 
d  a  good  deal 


dmi    ble  letter  (tJie 

h  were  poured 

her  anxieties 


a  mother. 


"  I  have  to  speak  to  you 
feelings.     I  know  the  child 
distress ;  but  forgive  him,  sister,  think  of  his 
easy  it  is  tc  make  a  child  say  whatever  one  wis 


eutyeet  most  painful  to  ray 
)d  you  much 
Tfi,  and  how 
s,  even  what 


he  does  not  himself  understand." 

Our  readers  will  feel  that  the  poor  mother  was  afraid  that 
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"  It  IS  to  you,  iny  sister,  that  I  write  for  tho  last  time.  I  have  been  condemned,  r 
death — death  is  only  shameful  to  ciirainals — btlt  to  rejoin  your  brother :  like  hun,  if 
manifest  the  same  firmness  as  he  in  these  last  ihoments.  I  am  calm  as  one  is  when  the  a 
proaches  one  with  nothing.  I  aip  profoundly  gfieyed  to  quit  my  poor  children,  you  know  that  I  esisti 
only  for  them ;  and  you,  my  good,  tender  sisteri  you,  who  have  in  your  friendship  sacrificed  everythii 
to  be  with  us,  in  what  a  position  do  I  leave  you !  I  have  learnt  from  the  pleadings  that  my  daughter 
separateil  from  you.  Alas !  the  poor  child,  I  dare  not  write  to  her,  she  would  not  receive  my  letter ; 
do  not  even  know  whether  this  will  reach  jou;  receive  here  for  them  both  my  benediction.  I  hope  th 
one  day,  that  when  they  are  older,  they  may  be  able  to  rejoin  you,  and  be  happy  in  your  tender  cai 
Let  them  both  keep  in  mind  that  which  I  have  Jiever  ceased  to  inculcate  upon  them,  that  principle,  ai 
the  exact  execution  of  one's  duties,  form  the  Arst  basis  of  life,  that  their  mutual  friendship  and  conliden 
will  constitute  ite  happiness ;  let  my  daughter  feel  that,  at  her  age,  she  should  aid  her  brother  with  ti 
counsels  which  her  experience,  greater  than  his,  and  her  friendship  may  inspire  her  with ;  let  my  so 
on  his  part,  render  to  his  sister  all  the  attention,  all  the  services  that  friendship  may  suggest.  I. 
them  both,  in  a  word,  feel,  that  in  whatever  position  they  may  be  placed,  they  will  never  be  truly  hap, 
unless  they  are  united.  Let  them  take  example  from  us,  and  reflect  how  greatly  in  our  misfortun 
our  friendship  has  been  our  consolation,  while  in  happiness  one  enjoys  it  doubiy  when  shar 
with  a  friend,  and  of  friends,  where  shall  we  find  tenderer  or  dearer  than  the  members  of  our  own  fai 
ilyl  Let  my  soa  never  foi^t  the  last  words  of  his  father,  which  I  emphatically  repeat :  'that  henev 
seek  to  avenge  our  death.'  I  have  to  speak  to  you  on  a  subject  which  is  sorely  painful  to  my  heart, 
know  how  much  trouble  that  child  must  have  given  you,  forgive  liim,  my  dear  sister,  think  of  his  ag 
and  how  easy  it  is  to  make  a  child  say  what  one  wishes  him,  and  even  what  he  does  not  compreben 
T  only  trust  that  a  day  will  come  when  he  will  appreciate  more  fully  all  your  goodness  and  tender  affe 
tion  for  both  of  them.  I  have  still  to  confide  to  you  my  last  thoi^ts,  which  I  should  have  wished 
write  at  the  commencement  of  tlie  trial;  but,  besides  that  I  was  not  permitted  to  write,  tiie  progress 
the  trial  has  been  so  rapid  that  I  should  really  not  have  had  time. 

"  I  die  in  the  Catholic,  Apostolical,  and  lloman  religion,  the  religion  of  my  ancestors,  the  religion 
which  I  have  been  brought  up,  and  which  I  have  always  professed.  Having  no  spiritual  consolation 
hope  for,  not  knowing  whether  there  still  exist  here  priests  of  that  religion,  and  feeling  that  the  piai 
wherein  I  am  would  expose  them  too  dMigerous'y,  were  they  once  to  enter  it,  I  sincerely  implore  pardi 
of  God  for  all  the  faults  I  may  have  committed  since  my  birth.  1  hope  that  in  His  goodness  He  w 
deign  to  receive  my  last  prayers,  and  those  which  I  have  long  been  offering  up  to  Him,  tliat  He  w 
please  to  receive  my  soul  into  His  mercy  and  goodness,  I  ask  pardon  of  all  those  I  knew,  and  of  yo 
my  sister,  especiaily,  for  all  the  trouble  that,  without  knowing  it,  I  may  have  caused  you.  I  pardon  t 
my  enemies  tlie  evil  they  have  done  me.  I  bid  here  adieu  to  my  aunts,  and  to  ail  my  brothers  and  si 
ters.  I  had  friends;  the  thought  that  I  am  about  to  be  separated  from  them  for  ever,  and  of  thf 
trouble,  is  one  of  the  deepest  regrets  that  I  bear  with  me  in  dying ;  let  them  know  at  least  that,  up 
ray  last  moment  I  thought  of  them.  Adieu,  my  good  and  tender  sister,  may  this  letter  reach  yoi 
Think  always  of  me ;  I  embrace  you  with  my  whole  heart,  and  those  poor  dear  children !  Oh,  Got 
how  agonising  it  is  to  quit  them  for  ever !  Farewell !  Farewell !  My  remaining  momenta  I  shall  occ 
py  solely  with  my  spiritual  duties.  As  I  am  not  ftee  in  my  actions,  they  may  perhaps  bring  me  a  prie? 
but  I  here  protest  that  I  will  not  say  one  word  to  him,  and  that  I  ivill  treat  him  as  wholly  nnd  entire 
a  stranger," 
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the  odioiiis  words  which  had  been  put  iato  the  mouth  of  hsr 
eiraplo  child,  might  fall  on  the  agonbed  heart  of  Madame 
Eliaaheth,  and  might  be  even  turned  against  herself  aa  an 
object  of  calumny.  The  Queen,  addressing  her  son,  added  the 
following  words  :  "  Let  my  sou  never  forget  the  last  words  of 
his  father,  which  I  repeat  to  him  here,  on  purpose  that  he 
may  remember  diem  :  '  Never  let  him  think  of  avenging  our 
death, — I  forgive  all  my  enemies  the  injuries  they  have  done 

It  b  well  known  that  there  exists  a  story,  founded  on 
the  most  respectable  testimony,  according  to  which  it  appears 
that  the  Gonciergerie  was  opened  to  admit  a  priest  who  had 
not  taken  tlie  oath  of  conformity,  and  who  came  to  console  the 
Queen  in  her  5ast  sorrows,  and  &trengthen  her  in  her  last 
Etiuggle  The  ^bbe  Magain,  who  was  afterwards  cuf6  of 
Saint  freimamlAuverioif  naa  admitted  into  the  Couoiergeiie 
under  the  name  of  M  Ohailes,  and  into  the  Queen's  chamber 
by  one  ot  those  h)ly  maidens  whose  devotion  aok:  vledoea 
obstacles 

There  is  in  existence  in  attestation  signed  bj  I  m  oi  I 
couched  in  the  following  terms:  "  I  certify  besides  thit  in 
the  month  of  October  1793,  I  had  the  honour  of  ben  g  ad 
untied  mla  the  Conaeigeiie  with  Mdlle.  Foucho  be  eiil  t  inob 
in  order  to  confess  the  Queen  Marie  Antoinette  tht,ie  to  v 
mass,  and  to  give  her  the  sacrament."* 

•  This  deolaration  is  in  the  possesion  of  Baron  Hyde  de  Neuville,  who 
e>:preEseB  himself  aa  follows,  in  a  letter  mitten  in  refereDce  to  the  "  Gi- 
rondins,"  by  LamaitiEe,  and  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  "  Etndes  Ctitiquas 
BUT  lea  Girondina,"  by  M.  A.  Hettement ;  "I  have  more  than  mere  oral 
evidenee  that  the  Quean  took  the  Baoiament  in  her  dungeon.  Preoions 
documents  have  been  inttnsted  to  me.  I  have  in  my  poesession  letters 
from  Madame  Sault^  wife  to  the  keeper  of  the  prison.  In  one  of  these  she 
sajs  thatAbb^  Magnin  'had  courage  to  penetrate,  through  numberless 
dangars,  the  prison  ot  that  illusliious  Piincess,  in  order  to  bring  her  the 
consolations  of  religion.'  I  have  also  a  deelaration,  inade  by  a  very  ho- 
nourable man,  a  friend  of  M.  Bault,  m  which  be  expreeaes  himself  as  fol- 
lows :   '  One  evening,  towards  the  end  of  September  or  beginning  of 
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On  the  25tli  Vendemiaire,  9nd  jefur  (IGth  October,  1793), 
at  five  o'clock  in.  the  morning,  tlie  roll-call  was  beaten 
through  all  tho  sections  of  the  city,  and  at  seven  o'clock  the 
whole  of  the  armed  force  was  on  foot.  Guns  were  placed  at 
the  entrancea  of  the  bridges,  and  in  all  the  sijuajres  and  crossings 
from  the  Palais-de-Justice  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution,* 

The  approaches  to  the  Conciergerie,  and  tlie  broad  steps 
leading  up  to  the  parliament-house,  were  thronged  with  curious 
spectators ;  others  were  to  be  seen  at  the  windows,  on  the 
bars  and  balustrades,  on  tho  cornices,  and  even  on  the  roofs. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  ofBcials  came  to  take  tho  Queen  to 
the  scaffold.  She  was  found,  tliej  say,  talking  with  a  consti- 
tutional priest,!  admitted  to  her,  as  she  had  foreseen  would  bo 
the  caae,bj  order  of  tlio  Commune.  The  Queen  had  not  given 
him  time  to  complete  his  tiist  sentence  Ho  had  legunr 
"  Your  death  is  about  to  e\piato—  Yes    sii    my  faults, 

but  not  a  single  crime,  4tter  this  mterruntion  the  conver- 
sation changed  in  its  tone  A^  the  piiest  -wis  exhorting  her 
to  have  courage:  "Ah  sjtI  rephed  the  Queen  "  I  have 
been  serving  my  apprenticeship  to  it  foi  several  3  ears ,  ind  it 
will  not  be  at  the  very  moment  that  is  to  terminate  my  mis- 
fortunes that  I  shall  be  seen  to  fail." 

We  have  before  us  the  unpublished  account  o£  an  eye- 
witness,} who,  together  with  several  friends — royalists  like 
himself,  and,  like  himself,  dressed  so  as  to  avoid  suspicion — 
followed  the  Queen  from  tho  Oonciergerie  to  the  foot  of  the 
scaffold,  in  the  vague  hope  that  some  signal  might  be  given  to 

October,  as  I  was  ^rith  M.  Baalt,  I  saw  a  person  come  in,  whose  appear- 
ance was  very  remarkable  and  greatly  attracted  my  attention.  Mdlle. 
Bault,  who  waited  on  tlie  nnfortunate  Qneen,  told  me  that  it  was  M.  Charles, 
confessor  and  spiritual  comforter  to  the  Queen.'  I  have  other  declarations 
and  certificates  proving  the  same  fact." 

*  "  History  of  tlia  Last  Edgn  of  the  French  Monarchy,"  Vol,  II., 
p.  342. 

■|-  M.  Girard,  cur§  of  Saint-Landry. 

X  ViscoHDt  Charles  Desfiisaez. 
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save  tlie  Queen  ft-ora  the  eseoutioner's  grasp.  We  give  f.liis 
feithful  and  interesting  narrative,  in  which  we  have  altered 
nothing,  only  reaervii^  to  ourselves  the  tast  of  completing  it 
hy  famishing  further  details. 

"At  the  moment  when  tfae  doors  of  tho  entrance-arch 
wore  opened  the  fatal  cart  was  dragged  several  paces  off. 
There  were  detachments  from  all  the  sections  under  arms ;  that 
of  the  Gravilliers,  my  own,  one  of  the  most  revolutionary,  was 
well  selected,  and  posted  near  the  vehicle.  The  crowd  in  the 
court-yard  was  not  very  great,  for  no  one  had  boen  allowed  to 
pass  in  for  above  an  hour  before.  I  thouglit  I  could  observe 
a  sort  of  silent  curiosity  that  augured  well  on  the  facos  of  all 
around ;  at  so  solemn  a  time  one  often  thinks  one  sees  what 
one  wishes  to  see.  1  was  close  to  the  right  wheel  of  the  cart, 
sufficiently  near  to  observe  all  the  details ;  very  dirty  and 
muddy  it  was,  with  a  plank  for  a  seat,  with  no  hay  or  straw 
upon  't  a  wh'te  ho  e  et  ly  and  atro  g  a  step  behind  and 
a  man  vitl  a  stern  and  s  n  stei  co  ntena  e  at  the  hor 
head  A  sight  mo  emen  of  inpat  en  e  wis  beginn  ^ 
show  tself  the  troois  we  e  nder  ms  a  super  or  office  f 
the  !Natio  il  Ouard  o  ho  ebacli. —  t  vns  ■ammout  an 
acto  belong  ng  to  t  o  C  u  fid  Franco  se* — gave  the  worl  ot 
comma  d  E  e  "jone  t  ed  to  va  1  tl  e  g  tcs  tha  w  c  et 
openel  and  the  votm  jale  but  queenly  ttdl  appeired 
behm  I  he  came  Sanson  the  etec  tioner  hoH  n^,  tl  e  e  Is  of 
a  (h  cl  01  e  wh  eh  bo  nd  ba  k  the  elbows  of  the  rojal  c  n 
demn  d  She  mo  ed  forwa  d  e  fe  stej  s  i  ecessarj  to 
rea  h  the  s  ej  t  nh  oh  a  1  tie  ladder  of  foui  oi  five 
ba  s,  hid  been  attao!  ed.     The  exec  i  onar,  wl  o  was  she  vmg 

•  GrnmnioTit  ticlonged  to  Ihe  Moiitansiei  Theatre.  He  nae  guillotined, 
together  wUli  bis  son,  G«nerid  Dillon,  Chaumette,  and  Ijebrasse,  n'ttom 
we  mentioned  in  Vol.  L,  p.  300;  and  the  register  ofMa  death  is  as  follows  r — 
"  Hourrj  Eirammoitt,  ex-actor  at  tliB  Monlianster  Theatre,  olkmards  acl- 
jirf4iJit-generiJ  of  the  cevolotionoi'j  army,  ^ed  forty-two,  native  of  La 
Bochelle  (Lower  Charente),  resident  at  Paris,  Passage  des  PiHibt-PfirGs, 
eedioa  of  William  Tell. 
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the  Queen  where  she  was  to  put,  her  foot,  was  followed  hy  an 
assistant.  Sanson  went  to  give  liis  hand  to  support  the  Queen  i 
the  Queen — it  was  indeed  herself — turned  her  head  gravely, 
made  a  sign  in  the  negative,  and  having  ascended  without 
Md,  was  about  to  sit  down  facing  the  horse,  when  the  two 
executioners  showed  her  that  she  was  to  take  the  opposite 
place,  while  the  priest  got  into  the  car.  These  arrange- 
ments occupied  some  time.  The  esecutioner — and  this  cir- 
cumstance struclc  me  forcibly — took  very  evident  pains  to  hold 
the  cords  very  slack.  He  placed  himself  behind  the  Queen, 
leaning  against  the  side-bars  of  the  cart,  and  his  assistant  at 
the  farther  end,  both  standing,  with  their  three-cornered  hata 
in  their  hands.  Leaving  the  courtyard,  the  car  proceeded 
slowly  through  an  immense  crowd  of  people  who  threw  them 
selves  before  it,  but  offered  no  msult,  and  utteied  neithei 
cries  nor  murmurs.  It  was  not  till  they  had  proceeded  a  long 
way,  and  had  reached  the  enti-ance  of  the  Rue  Samt  Honoie 
that  any  clamour  was  heard.  The  pnest  spoke  little  or  not 
at  all.  1  had  time  to  examine  the  Queen  and  her  dress  She 
had  on  a  white  petticoat  above  with  a  bl'jck  one  under  it  a 
kind  of  white  night-jacket,  black  ribbon  on  hei  wiists  a 
neckkerchief  of  plain  white  muahn  and  a  cap  with  a  small 
piece  of  black  ribbon ;  her  hiii  was  quite  white  and  cut 
close  all  round  her  cap.  She  wis  pale,  but  a  slight  flush 
was  visible  on  her  temples;  her  eyts  bloodshot,  and  her  eje 
lids  motionless  and  stiff.  This  portrait  of  her,  as  well  as  all 
the  rest  of  the  description,  I  wrote  when  I  went  home  When 
they  reached  the  '  Jacobin'  gate — -it  was  then  a  passage — the 
Queen  had  not  yet  spoken  to  the  priest ;  only,  from  time  to 
time,  the  latter  laid  his  hand  on  the  left  arm  of  the  victim, 
who  showed,  by  some  motion,  the  suffering  occasioned  her  by 
the  pressure  of  the  cords.  On  the  arcade  surmounting  the 
gate  of  the  Passage  des  Jacobins,  there  was  a  large  bill  stuck 
up,  bearing  this  inscription :  '  Manufacturer  of  Republican  wea- 
pons for  overthrowing  tyrants,'     I  thought  the  Queen  had  not 
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been  able  to  read  it  easily  ibr  she  turned  round 
the  priest,  as  m  m 

for  a  moment  a  iti  h.       h 

moved  his  eye 


still 
about 


d    h 
ecti 


cried  out  in  a  m 

catch ;  then  h 

with  honid  oa  Th 

She  13  done  for,*  my  fiienda ! 

followed.     I  slunk  into  the  cro  ■ 


my  friends ;  i 
Oiieen  " 


e  forced  to  a 


omd   a  he  h  pe  of 


11    ed  t 


th 


U  n  t  I 


h    d 
Th 


h      hey 
bu  few 


I  tail       ra    n    gf  t    <n  u  a    a      uut 

most  sadly  tiue, 

Louis  XVI.,  who  had  been  ed  as  g  had  b  n  con 
veyed  to  the  ecaffold  in  a  carriage  hiaTsdw  en  jas 
a  citizen,  was  obliged  to  go  in  a  cart,  seated  on  a  board  But 
the  royal  condemned  one,  clothed  in  white,  like  the  mattyrs  to 
the  Christian  faith  in  olden  times,  her  hands  bound  behm  1 
her  back,  went  to  her  doom  dignified,  and  still  looking  compaa 
sionately  and  calmly  on  the  tumult  that  surrounded  hei  The 
houses  on  her  way  were  shut  up  and  silent;  in  the  Hue  Saint- 
Honore,  nearly  opposite  the  Oratory,  a  little  child,  held  up  by 
his  mother,  bowed  his  head  before  Marie  Antoinette,  and 
itissed  his  hand  to  her.f    At  this  sight,  so  new  to  her,  the 

•  The  expression,  in  French,  bears  a  double  sense,  and  no  ono  nbove 
the  drega  of  the  people  wonld  use  it  in   the  presence  of  a  woman. — • 

TitANSLATOE. 

+  '■  Secret  Memoirs,  DK.,  on  the  HbfurtuiieH  ond  Death  of  the  Queen  of 
France/'  lij  M.  Lafont  d'Ausaoiiiie,  lS2fi. 
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Queen  coloured    with    emotion,    and  her    eyea    filled  with 

The  victim  was  not  destined  to  meet  with  inanlt  esoept 
at  certain  pointa,  where  a  multitude,  rendered  fanatic  by 
their  hatred,  had  been  collected  for  the  purpose.  Thua, 
opposite  9aint-Eoeh  the  procesaioa  halted,  in  obedience  to  a 
sign  from  Gramraont,*  that  the  multitude  thronging  the 
church-stops  might  insult  tho  Queen  at  their  leisure.  A 
hundred  yards  further  on,  as  we  have  seen,  the  cries  were  re- 
doubled before  the  Passage  des  Jacobins.  The  Commune  of 
Paris  did  not  wish  a  Queen  of  Fninee  to  pass  through  her 
capital  without  pomp,  and  without  an  escort;  they  therefore 
despatched  to  this  festival  all  that  crowd  of  drunken  women, 
covered  with  rags,  and  with  the  red  caps  on  their  heads,  who 
were  enrolled  and  paid  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  the 
victims,  pointed  out  by  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  to  thoir  death, 
pursuing  them  with  imprecations,  and  throwing  mud  at  them, 
and  uttering  howls  and  cries  of  "  Bravo !"  at  every  fall  of  the 
fatal  cleaver.  And  it  was  this  troop  of  furies  that  saluted  the 
daughter  of  the  Ctesars  with  the  names  of  Medicis,  Fred^- 
gonde,  and  Messalina,  calling  for  her  blood  to  drink,  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  horrible  name  bestowed  on  them  by  the  Com- 
mune— "  the  Blood-lickers  of  the  Guillotine." 

She  was  still  a  Queen  in  the  Temple  prison ;  still  a  Queen 
on  the  rude  paJlet,  the  straw  chair,  aud  wooden  stool  at  tho 
CoDciergerie ;  still  a  Queen  on  tho  cart  that  imre  her  to 
the  scaffold.  A  sort  of  dignified  greatness  seemed  always 
shining  round  her.  The  august  victim  looked  on,  to  the  end, 
with  calmness  at  this  abused  people;  no  expression  of  hato 
altered  the  serenity  of  her  glance,  which,  loosed  from  things 
of  earth,  seemed  to  take  a  wider  and  higher  range.  "  Alas  !" 
said  she,  "  my  sorrows  will  soon  be  over,  but  yours  are  only 
When  she  reached  the  place  where  the  blood  of 
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Louis  XVI.  had  been  shed,  she  ascended  the  steps  of  the 
scaffold  with  a  firm  tread,  turned  her  gaze  for  a  moment  with 
mournful  meaning  on  the  Tuileries,  prayed  fervently,  raised 
her  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  then,  turning  towards  the  executioner, 
"  Make  haste  !"  she  said;  and  bowing  her  head,  she  received 
the  fatal  blow.* 

The  prisoners  at  the  Temple  remained  in  ignorance  of  the 
murder  of  the  Queen.  The  municipals  on  dntj,  the  keepers, 
and  the  servants  employed  in  the  tower,  were  chariiably  discreet 
enough  not  to  acquaint  them  with  this  piece  of  news.  Simon 
knew  about  it,  bat  he  did  not  speak  of  it  either ;  he  knew 
that  the  head  of  Marie-Antoinette  was  doomed  to  the  esecn- 
tioner's  hand,  but  he  was  not  aware  on  what  day  the  exe- 
cutioner was  to  claim  it.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th 
October,  he  thought  he  heard  a  slight  disturbance  without ; 
the  rappel  had  been  beaten,  and  a  confusod  noise  announced 
some  unusual  Blir  to  be  going  on  in  that  populous  city.  His 
impatient  curiosity  drove  him  up  to  the  platform,  whicli  was 
the  point  of  observation  whence  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
trying  to  catch  some  passing  scenes,  or  at  least  some  words, 
of  the  great  drama  then  enacting.  He  dragged  bis  pupil 
thither  with  hira,  and  his  wife  followed.  I  ought  to  have 
mentioned  before  an  episode  which  occurred  some  two  or 
three  days  previously,  and  which  could  not  have  occurred 
except  in  times  like  these.  The  prisons  were  so  full,  and 
Ihe  lists  of  the  public  accuser  so  overstocked  with  criminal 
affairs,  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  very  careful,  or  to  devote 
much  time  to  proving  the  identity  of  the  condemned.  Two 
persons  were  going  to  the  scaffold  by  mistake,  instead  of 
two  others  who  bore  the  same  name ;  the  latter  protested 
against  the  error,  and  went  to  their  doom  accordingly.  This 
fact,  which  so  clearly  shows  what  the  tribunals  and  what  the 

■  See,  in  So.  TI.  of  the  Documeuta,  the  inventory  made  two  years 
later,  wlien  the  seals  on  the  rosewood  chest  of  drawers,  n[ith  a  marble  lop, 
whid)  eoniainod  everything  that  had  belonged  to  the  Queen,  were  ycmoved. 
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And  thai  same  evening,  accordingly,  the  son  of  Mario 
Antoinette  raised  to  his  lips  some  of  the  brandy  with  which 
his  jaiiera  were  drinking  themselves  drunk,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  mother's  death. 

These  details, — I  have  stated  the  source  from  which  I 
drew  them, — cost  me  much  to  write;  but  it  is  my  duty  to  give 
them  in  all  their  frightful  simplicity,  for  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  little  picture  of  private  life  shows  the  familiar  manners 
of  the  Temple  tower  better  than  aay  historical  painting.  The 
OTening  which,  between  drinking  and  smoking,  had  been  pro- 
longed to  a  late  hour,  ended  by  a  little  quar  1  S  m  s 
angry  humour,  which  had  been  restrmned  for  8  1  days 
was  greatly  excited  in  the  course  of  this  orgie ;  ai  d  f  n  e 
it  did  not  burst  on  the  head  of  the  poor  innocent  wh  1  al 
already  taken  refuge  in  sleep.  The  drunken  hu  baad  as 
enraged  at  his  prudent  and  economical  wife,  who  e  a  ng  d  s 
position  had  reduced  the  amount  of  the  bet;  and  the  rage  of 
the  drunkard,  disappointed  in  hia  desires,  to  which  he  had  given 
the  rein,  and  in  his  unsatisfied  longing,  betrayed  itself  in  re- 
proaches and  abuse.  His  words  were  loud  enough  for  Madame 
BL'zabeth  to  hear;  and  the  Princess  naturally  supposed  that 
the  harsh  voice,  whose  tones  she  recognised,  was  addressing 
itself  to  the  nsnal  victim.  This  thought  occupied  her  mind 
almost  the  whole  night  long;  and,  hearing  nothing  more, 
either  the  next  day  or  the  day  after,  and  having  no  means  of 
learning  anything,  she  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  turret,  by  the 
little  staircase  we  have  elsewhere  mentioned,  and  kept  watch 
at  the  little  window.  On  the  second  day  her  hopes  were 
crowned  with  success  :  the  master  and  pupil  appeared  on  the 
platfovm,  and  stood  still  for  a  moment  in  full  view  of  the 
patient  watcher, — so  much  so,  indeed,  as  to  leave  her  uncertain 
whether  she  had  herself  been  seen,  or  whether  she  was  to  attri- 
bute solely  to  chance  the  look  which  both  turned  towards  her. 

Some  days  previous  to  the  death  of  the  Quoon,  a  circum- 
stance had  occun-ed  at  the  Temple,  which  had  greatly  inflamed 
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the  siiifloieutly  irritable  temper  of  Simon.  Although  Ms  ire 
usually  expended  itself  oa  one  devoted  head,  yet  hia  wife  was 
not  without  esperiecoing  its  effects  occasionally.  His  colleagues, 
the  members  of  the  council,  could  not  hut  perceiTe  it  also, 
though  they  only  performed  the  duties  of  commiasaries  within 
the  tower  by  turns.  Simon's  wife  had,  therefore,  said  to  the 
latter :  "  My  husband  does  not  know  ishat  to  do  with  himself- 
These,  three  months  he  has  been  kept  in  prison  along  with 
the  wolf  cub ;  he  must  not  go  out,  he  has  no  work  to  do,  and  ha 
cannot  play ;  he  will  become  quitr  '11  with  it  all,  if  this  goes  on- 
There  used  to-  be  a  hilliard-table  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the 
Temple  palace,  when  the  late  Capet  d'Artob  lived  there,  and 
we  ask  your  permission  to  have  that  old  hilliard-tahle,  which 
was  sent  hack  to  the  furniture  store  of  the  Temple  when  the 
tyrant  came  to  live  here,  brought  into  the  tower."  The  muni- 
cipals, who  saw  at  once  the  advantage  they  might  themselvea 
derive  from  this  idea  of  Simon's  wife,  thought  it  admirable. 
However,  one  of  their  number,  more  cautious  than  the  rest, 
was  afraid  lest  the  measure  they  had  adopted  might  not  he 
approved  of  by  their  successors.  "They  will  profit  by  it  in 
their  turn,"  replied  Simon's  wife ;  "  the  country  ought,  indeed, 
to  do  something  for  citizens  who  do  everything  for  her."  These 
words  won  the  day ;  the  billiard-table  was  carried  in,  and  put 
up  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  tower,  which,  on  that  occasion 
was  hung  with  a  new  paper.* 

This  ijilliard- table  was  to  be,  altemateiy,  a  source  of  short 
recreation  and  additional  suffering  to  the  child-prisoner.  Among 
the  commissaries  there  were  a  few  who  showed  some  interest 
in  him,  and  took  pleasure  in  playing  wilJi  him  aud  teaching 
him  to  push  about-the  billiard-balls ;  one  in  particular,  Barelle, 
a  mason  hy  profession,  who  was  a  simple,  uneducated  man,  hut 
possessed  a  kind  heart,  amused  himself  with  diverting  the 
child,  whose  sad  destiny  he  pitied.  Hia  colleagues  at  last 
began  to  joke  him  on  the  subject,  and  as  ho  was  a  person  of  no 
consequence,  and  his  talents  were  held  in  very  low  estimation. 
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the  inembeM  of  the  committee  would  say  to  him,  jestingly, 
as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  the  Temple,  "  Come  along,  Barelle ; 
go  and  see  thy  good  little  friend !  "  Barelle  did  not  wait  for  a 
second  bidding,  and  the  child,  grateful  for  marks  of  affection 
to  which  he  was  so  little  accustomed,  always  received  him  with 
renewed  delight.  Barelle  had  rendered  him  one  inestimable 
service ;  he  had  several  times  got  the  daughter  of  the  Temple 
washerwoman  introduced  into  the  billiard-room  where  the 
Dauphin  was,  on  the  days  when  her  mother  used  to  bring  the 
cleaa  linen  back  to  the  tower.*  This  little  girl  was  eight  years 
old,  and  whenever  she  camo  the  little  captive  King  and  the 
washerwoman's  daughter  had  long  games  of  play  together, 
round  about  the  billiard-table.  Only  think,  reader,  the  son  of 
Louis  XVI.  had  not  played  with  a  child  of  his  own  age  since 
his  walks  to  the  house  of  Madame  do  Leyde !  Therefore  he 
had  a  real  affection  for  the  good  Barelle,  who  took  pains  to 
please  him,  while  all  others  around  him  seemed  to  vie  which 
should  annoy  him  most.  He  used  to  calculate  beforehand,  and 
inform  Simon  of  the  time  when  this  commissary,  an  exception 
to  the  general  rule  was  likely  to  return.  One  day  the  child 
obtained  his  mastei  s  feimis&ion  to  keep  a  chicken  for  Barelle, 
who,  accordmg  to  hrr,  reckoning,  ought  to  come  on  that  day, 
but  there  was  some  delaj  and  the  commissary  did  not  come 
to    the   Temple  till  two  days  afterwards.     A  ale 

appeared,  the  joung  Pnnce  ran  to  meet  him  a  d  ff  i 
him  his  chicken.  Barelle  hesitated  to  accept  b  t  S  m 
who  witnessed  the  scene,  said  to  the  njunicipal,  C  me  m 
take  it !  be  has  kept  it  for  you  these  two  days ;  so  j  ng  he 
wrapped  the  chicken  up  in  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  Barelle  put  it 
in  his  pocket,  saying  to  the  son  of  Louis  XVI. :  "Ahl  my 
poor  little  man,  I  should  he  very  glad  to  be  able  fa>  carry  yon 
away  like  that  in  my  other  pocket,  and  get  you  out  of  this  place ! " 

bills  of  the  citiseness  Gloiiet  nasliei-- 
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Alas !  among  so  many  municipala  there  were  scarcely  any 
but  Barelle  who  showed  a  likiug  for  the  child ;  and  it  was 
not  long  before  the  brutality  of  the  other  municipals  made  this 
biOiard-table,  which  had  at  first  procured  him  some  amusement, 
a  source  of  renewed  suffering  and  vexation. 

It  might  have  been  hoped  that  this  new  kind  of  recreation, 
occupying  the  leisure  moments  of  the  master  and  his  colleagues, 
would  become,  as  it  were,  a  time  of  truce,  during  whicli  the 
1  gl    1      tl        p  b  t  this  y  pt 

M       f    q       ly  1       1  11       t     d  th         m  h 

b  b]tfdldyf  o  f 

th  jail  d  mun    il       Ud      ['  fhwghm 

h  t  pi  y  tl  y  11  want  d  t  t  1  L  Id  f  I  pi  v  ft 
thjk  Ih  th  Imphmlfl 

g    tie  d  th     p    tty  w  ^      th  t    till      mai    d  t    I  m 

dddimhm         d  1  hm 

p  1  ty  I         tel     t  th     T  mpl     ly    h       m    t  b    tal 

members.  It  was  useless  for  him  not  to  defend  himself,  and 
make  but  few  complaiuta,  for  fear  of  irritating  them, — he  could 
nut  escape  from  their  rough  play,  and  the  fancy  they  had  for 
taking  him  up  into  their  anna,  and  throwing  him  about,  amid 
the  stench  of  pipes,  tossing  him  from  one  spot  to  another, 
from  arm  to  arm,  to  be  shaken  and  suffocated  again  and  again. 
Yes !  he  had  all  that  to  bear;  young  as  he  was,  he  had  to 
endure  clouds  of  tobacco-smoke  and  the  fumes  of  wine,  and 
even  to  be  spit  upon,  as  smoking  drunkards  "did  upon  the  head 
of  Charles  I.,  before  the  headsman  took  it  up.  Things  came 
to  such  a  height  that  citizen  La  Bazanerie,*  commanding  the 
armed  force  of  the  Temple  guard-house,  and  Ceru,  steward  at 
the  Temple,  who  did  cot  like  such  cruel  games,  fearing  that 
their  responsibility  might  be  compromised  by  the  dangers  to 
■which  the  young  prisoner  was  exposed  amid  these  orgies. 


u-lloi,  Fauljourg  i\ 


„  Google 


SIMON,    TDTOK   0]<   THE    DA^TPHIN. 


thought  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  give  an  account  of  these 
proceedings  to  the  council- general  of  the  Coramune  ;  and  the 
billiard-table  was  taken  dovra  and  put  back  in  the  store-room. 
Madame  Royale,  who  had  been  confronted  with  her  brother  in 
that  scene  on  the  Vth  October  (which  we  have  already  described, 
though  imperfectly),  knew,  as  did  her  aunt,  tliat  the  young 
Prince  was  excessively  altered;  but  the  child's  ideas  and  lan- 
guage were  much  more  changed  than  his  countenance,  and  it  was, 
doubtless,  that  moral  change  which  had  most  painfully  struck 
his  aunt  and  sister.  The  two  Princesses  themselves  were  more 
to  be  pitied  than  ever.  Every  voice  around  them  was  silent,  and 
every  face  sought  to  deceive  them.  Since  Tison's  confmeraont 
and  the  arrest  of  M.  Hue,  there  was  for  them  neither  sympathy 
within  nor  communication  from  without.  Bowing  resignedly 
beneath  the  hand  of  God,  they  submitted  to  His  will,  and  no 
longer  inquired  what  was  passing  in  the  world.  Tbey  did  not  even 
know  that,  from  the  time  of  the  Queen's  death  (of  which  they 
were  uninformed),  the  question  had  been  mooted  as  to  theesjie- 
diency  of  removing  them  from  that  prison,  where  at  least  they 
were  permitted  to  weep  together.  Chaumette  had  represented, 
more  than  once  already,  that  this  house  of  confinement  was  a 
special,  exceptional,  and  aristocratio  refuge,  contrary  to  the 
feeling  of  etjuality  presiding  over  the  system  of  government  and 
the  regulations  of  the  state-prisons;  but,  some  days  after  the 
Queen's  last  sufferings,  he  thought  proper  to  give  in  a  more 
official  statement*  of  hia  opinions  on  that  head,  and  "  brought 
before  the  council-general  of  the  Commune  the  absurdity  of 
keeping  three  individuals  in  the  Temple  tower,  whose  main- 
tenance occasioned  enormous  expense,  and  much  charge  for 
Bervanta."      The  Commune  acknowledged  the  justice  of  their 

•  "  The  attorney-general  of  tho  Commune  oomplaina  of  the  espenGe 
occasioned  bj  the  detention  of  those  individuals  confined  in  the  tower.  lie 
demands,  and  it  is  desired  hy  the  council,  that,  in  the  next  decade,  the 
Assembly  proceed  in  a  bo3y  t<i  the  Convention,  in  order  to  (lesire  that 
the  prisonerB  in  tho  Temple  be  sent  to  the  common  prisons,  and  treated 
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atcorney'a  proposal,  and  resolved  to  repair  in  a  body  to  ttie 
Convention,  in  order  to  demand  tbat  the  prisoners  at  the 
Temple  should  be  conveyed  to  the  common  prisons,  and  their 
food  reduced  to  the  regulation  faro  of  all  the  other  prisoners. 
More  cautious  thau  the  municipality,  the  committee  of  public 
welfare  did  not  adopt  the  measure  proposed  without  csamining 
into  it.  They  sent  for  Chanmette,  and  heard  hia  ai^uments, 
vfhich  they  rejected,  after  deliberating  upon  them,  and  main- 
tained the  privileges  attached  to  that  rigid  prison,  of  which 
the  revolutionary  Commune  were  seeking  to  deprive  the  de- 
scendants of  the  very  mooarehs  who  had  freed  the  communes. 

Repulsed  in  this  quarter,  the  municipality  of  Paris  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  their  revenge  in  another  direction ;  they 
made  another  and  a  most  rigorous  search  throughout  the 
apartments  in  the  Temple,  in  the  hope  of  discovering  some 
papers  or  mattera  which  might  compromise  Madame  Elizabeth, 
but  they  found  nothing  tbat  could  even  eerve  ns  a  pretext 
for  an  accusation.  No  matter,  there  were  no  obstacles  they 
were  incapable  of  surmounting,  in  order  to  bring  about  their 
designs,  and  once  more  they  hod  recourse  to  the  unfortnnate 
orphan,  in  order  to  obtain  weapons  that  might  be  turned 
against  the  second  mother  they  had  determined  to  wrest  from 
him.  But  Simon  and  his  wife  were  much  more  embarrassed 
this  time,  than  they  had  been  in  the  plot  formed  against  the 
Queen.     They  wanted  the  instruction  and  advice  of  Hubert ; 

like  ordinacf  prisoners,  and  that  the  said  indivi<jaala  bs  tned  without  any 

(Connoil-general  of  the  Commune,  ailting  of  the  36th  Bnimahe,  2nd 
year,  leth  Norember,  iiss.) 

This  reKolntion  wna  renewed  five  days  aflernards; 

"  Tlio  council-general  decrees  that,  on  the  neit  quintidi,  tlie  members 
repair  in  a  body  to  the  Convention,  in  order  to  demand  to  be  released  from 
the  Temple  gnard,  and  that  the  prisoners  detained  there  be  convejed  to 
the  common  prisons,  and  directs  Legrand  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  that 
oiiiict." 

(Sitting  of  the  Commune,  of  the  1st  Frimaiie,  2nd  year,  21st  November, 
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they  had  not  even  the  advantage  of  Daujon'B  pen,  and  in  the 
report  which  they,  unassisted  by  others,  directed  to  the  muni- 
cipals, betrayed  the  absence  of  such  skilful  associates.  We 
give  the  document,  which,  on  this  occasion,  was  more  absurd 
than  disgusting,  under  dat«  of  the  6th  Brunmire,  2nd  year 
(26th  October,  1703):— 

' '  Commune  of  Paris.* 

''  The  fltli  day  of  the  2nd  month  of  the  Znd  year  of  the  Bepnblic,  one 
and  indivisible;  eight  o'clock,  p.JL 

"  Citizen  Simon  came  to  the  Temple  council  in  order  to 
report  a  conversation  which  he  had  had  witii  little  Capet,  by 
■which  it  appeared  that  a  certain  member  of  the  Communs 
had  held  some  correspondence  with  his  motiier,  Simon  not 
wishing  to  name  this  member  before,  as  a  preparatory  step, 
the  council  had  themselves  taken  the  boy's  declaration,  the 
council  named  two  of  their  members,  citizens  Follope  and 
rjguet,  to  interrogate  little  uapet.  They  went  up  imme- 
diately into  tho  room,  where,  in  presence  of  Simon's  wife,  they 
turned  the  conversation  on  various  subjects,  and  leading  it 
imperceptibly  to  the  members  of  the  Commune,  he  said ; — 

"  '  That  one  day,  Simon  being  on  duty  in  his  mother's  Jwom, 
together  witli  Jobert,  the  said  Jobert  had  given  her  two  notes 
on  that  day,  without  Simon's  seeing  it,  which  trick  had  made 
those  ladies  laugh  a  great  deal,  more  especially  because  they 
had  eluded  the  vigilance  of  Simon,  but  that  Be,  the  deponent, 
had  not  seen  the  notes,  only  that  the  ladies  had  told  him 
about  tlie  matter.' 

"  The  above-named  commissaries  having  gone  down  to  the 
council-room,  they  read  this  present  declaration  there;  upon 
which  Simon  stated  that  it  agreed  mitli  that  made  verbally  to 
him  by  little  Capet. 

•  Tills  doeuTDOiit  is  deposited  in  tlie  National  Archives  (Iron  cheat). 
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"  This  present  declaration  having  heen  read  to  little  Capet, 
he  still  persisted  in  it,  and  nigned  hia  name. 

'■  And,  before  signing,  little  Capet  said  that  his  mother 
was  afraid  of  hia  aunt,  and  that  his  aunt  was  the  person  who 
curried  out  plots  the  boat  " 

jirH^n  euo'^ae^^  eat 


The  yoimg  Prince's  signature,  the  last  of  his  we  possess,  is 
here  faithfully  transcribed,  as  well  aa  a  few  words  in  Simon's 
hand,  which  accompanied  it.  By  comparing  the  weak  imsteady 
characters  in  which  the  son  of  Louis  XVI,  signed  his  name  to 
this  document  with  hia  former  writinga,  of  which  wo  Lave 
given  a  specimen.  Vol.  I.,  page  198,  we  may  judge  of  the  retro- 
grade movement  made  in  hia  education,  under  the  tutelage  of 
Simon. 

The  Commune  was  sensible  enough  not  to  take  up  such  a 
story  seriously,  and  modest  enougb  not  to  make  uee  of  it  without 
fortifying  it  with  new  declarations;  and,  on  the  13th  Frimaire 
following  (3rd  December,  1793),  a  second  rej)ort  was  fabri- 
cated, in  which  Simon  again  brought  forward  the  most  innocent, 
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fmd  yet  the  moat  terrible,  accuser  tbat  ever  appeared  in  Hstory.* 
Thia  new  paper  presented  scarce  any  better  proof  or  gua- 
rantee than  the  preceding  one  had  done,  and  tiie  council- 
general  of  the  Commune  recoiled  from  the  idea  of  supporting 

•  We  give  tliie  repca-t  ;— 

"On  this  day,  13th  Primmre,  Snd  jear  of  the  Eepahlio,  one  and 
indiTisible,  ne,  comiaisaariea  of  Uic  Commune  on  duty  at  the  Temple,  on 
being  infermed  by  citizen  Simon  that  Charles  Capet  had  some  fools  io 
state,  which  it  v/aa  of  importance  to  the  safety  of  the  republic  shonld  be 
known,  repaired  at  four  o'cloot  in  tho  afternoon  to  the  apartment  of  the 
said  Charles  Capet,  who  made  declaration  as  follows : — 

" '  That,  for  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  past^  he  has  heard  the 
prisoners  knocking  every  day  consecutively  between  as  and  nine  o'clock  ; 
that  since  the  day  before  yesterday  this  noise  was  made  later,  luid  lasted  a 
longer  (ime,  tlian  on  any  of  the  preceding  days ;  that  this  noise  seemed  to 
come  from  the  place  answeiing  to  the  heap  of  lirenood ;  tliat  be^dea,  from 
the  step  accompanying  the  noisc^  the  prisoners  during  this  time  lett  the 
firewood  heap,  wbich  he  pointed  out,  and  moved  to  the  window-seat  in 
their  bedroom,  which  pvea  room  for  supposing  that  they  ai-e  in  the  habit 
of  hiding  something  in  those  ttindow-seats ;  he  thinks  it  might  be  falae 
a-^signata,  bnt  is  not  sure  of  this,  and  they  might  be  passing  them  through 
the  window  to  send  Io  some  one.' 

"  The  said  Charles  farther  made  declaration  thai,  at  the  time  he  was 
with  the  prisoners,  he  saw  a  bit  of  wood  with  a  long  ribbon  and  a  crooked 
pin  attached  to  it,  by  which  ha  supposes  th^  might  have  communicated,  by 
letter,  with  the  iate  Capet. 

"  And  further,  Charles  Capet  remembers  hJs  hating  been  told,  in  case 
he  went  down  with  his  father,  that  he  wss  to  remind  him  to  go  every  day, 
at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  f.U.,  into  the  passage  leading  into  the  tiurels 
where  there  was  a  window  looking  from  the  prisoners'  apartment. 

"  Further,  Charles  Capet  made  dechuation  Io  us,  that  he  was  firmly 
persuaded  that  the  prisoners  had  some  undei'stuidtng  or  correspotidence 
with  somebody. 

"  Further,  be  dechired  that  he  had  heard  a  letter  read,  in  which  it  was 
slated  that  Cl6ry  had  proposed  (he  means  of  correspondence,  presumed  by 
the  deponent,  to  the  late  Capet ;  that  Capet  had  replied  to  C16ry  that  U 
was  not  practicable,  and  that  this  answer  was  made  to  Cl^y  solely  that  he 
might  entertain  no  suspicion  of  snob  a  correspondence. 

"  Declared  tbat  he  had  seen  the  prisoners  very  imeasy,  because  one  of 
(heir  letters  had  fallen  into  the  court-yard. 

•'Citizen  Simon  having  been  asked  if  he  knew  of  the  above-mentioned 
noise,  he  replied  that,  being  a  little  hard  of  hearing,  he  bad  perceived 
nothing  of  the  kind ;  but  Ms  wile  confirmed  the  statement  of  Ctiarlea  Capet 
respecting  the  noise. 
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a  capital  aceusation  by  auch  flimsy  pretests.  Oue  civcuot- 
stance,  lioweTer,  strikes  me  in  the  bwaiaesa ;  it  is  Simon's 
refuaal  to  join  bis  wife  and  tiae  Dauphin  in  the  first  depositioD 
eontained  in  the  report,  referring  to  the  nwse  heard  in  the 
Princesses'  apaitment.  The  pretext  he  alleges  of  his  deafaesa, 
KB  a  reason  for  not  baraig  heard  this  noise,  woald  seem  to  be 
a  scruple  of  eoiscience  whkh  would  reasonably  astonish  on© 
in  such  a  man,  if  one  did  not  see  that  it  was  rather  the  result 
of  cool  calcalalion  on  his  part,  in  order  to  give  more  weight  to 
his  other  assertions,  especially  to  that  next  following,  in  which 
he  says,  that,  "for  aboot  a  week,  Chavlea  Capet  had  been 
moat  anxious  to  make  his  declaration  to  the  members  of  the 
council." 

Tormented  by  his  jailers  and  the  commissaries,  the  unfor- 
tunate child  knew  not  the  serioas  nature  of  the  evil  reports 
they  obliged  him  to  make,— knew  not  how  heavy  were  the  blows 
they  directed  against  his  family.  His  poor  mother,  when 
abont  to  die,  had  entreated  Madame  Elizabeth  to  forgive  him 
but  Madame  Elizabeth  had  nothing  to  forgive ;  she  knew  thf 
source  from  whence  came  all  these  perfidious  suggestions,  and 
did  not  impate  them  to  the  child.  His  words  might  occasion 
her  death,  but  not  excite  the  least  resentment  on  her  part. 

We  have  said  that,  ever  since  the  Slst  September,  Tisoa 
had  been  confined  in  the  turret.  Repentant  and  resigned,  he 
accepted  his  disgrace,  and  bore  his  captivity  in  silence,  as  an 
expiation  of  his  past  conduct.  StiU,  being  uneasy  about  his 
wife  and  daughter,  of  whom  he  had  heard  nothing,  he  petitioned 
to  be  released  on  the  10th  December.  Hebert  argued  against 
hia  request,  alleging  that,  were  he  set  at  liberty,  the  govern- 

"Thesaid  citizen  Simon  told  us  that  for  about  a  teek,  the  said  Chiirle* 
Capet  had  been  very  anxious  to  make  his  declaratKHi  U>  the  nsMibers  of 
Ihe  connoii. 

"  This  having  been  read  to  tlie  said  deponent^  thpy  acknowledged  its 
truth,  and  signed,  the  day  and  year  abme  mmtuned 

(Signed)     "Chables  Capbt,  Simon    l)MON(Wife),  Eemy, 
SBGTjr,  EOBIN,  blLLANS." 
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meat  would  lose  all  the  information  he  was  capable  of  giving, 
with  regard  to  Madame  Elizabeth  Before  deciding  upon  hia 
petition,  the  committee  of  public  welfare  ordered  the  petitioner 
to  he  strictly  examined.  The  interrogatory  having  produced 
no  chaise  against  the  sister  of  Louis  XVI.,  the  committee,  far 
from  granting  a  favour  which  had  not  been  purchased  b/  a  false 
accusation,  ordered  Tison  to  be  placed  in  secret  confinement, 
and  hie  food  reduced  to  the  barest  necessaries  of  life.  This 
news  did  not  exactly  distress  Simon,  who  looked  upon  Tison  as 
a  traitor,  but  it  made  him  uneasy,  or  at  least  led  him  to  reflejjt 
on  his  own  position.  Ho  asked  himself  what  would  probably 
be  his  own  reward,  after  having  spent  months,  perhaps  years, 
in  the  rigid  task  imposed  upon  him.  Although  ho  had  conft- 
dence  enough  in  the  protection  of  his  chiefs,  and  the  stability 
of  their  power,  the  general  spectacle  of  vicissitudes  so  common 
in  those  stormy  times,  and  the  particular  example  of  hia 
neighbour  Tison,  necessarily  caused  him  some  disquietude. 
Notwithstanding  the  advantages  and  liberal  remuneration,  which, 
in  his  eyes,  compensated  for  the  tiresome  nature  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  made  him  an  object  of  envy  with  hia  colleagues,  Iia 
began  to  be  disgusted  with  his  captive  life,  which  rendered 
him  a  complete  slave  at  the  present  time,  and  of  which  the 
fnture  was  so  uncertain.  Incessant  beating  and  ill-treatment, 
■which  had  been  heaped  upon  his  pupil,  had  indeed  already 
altered  hia  health  in  a  very  evident  degree  ;  but  the  struggle 
might  be  prolonged  for  some  years  yet,  so  difBcult  is  it  to 
wear  out  life  at  that  age  1  Simon  could  not  look  forward  to  the 
termination  of  his  labours  at  a  period  snfSciently  near  to  be 
Btire  of  the  reward.  The  countenance  of  the  victim,  once  so 
emiling,  now  indeed  bore  the  impress  of  profound  melancholy; 
hie  complexion,  once  so  fresh  acd  rosy,  was  become  dull  and 
yellow ;  his  features  were  changed  ;  his  limbs  bad  esceeded  in 
length  their  natural  proportions,  and  his  back  was  impercep- 
tibly becoming  bent,  as  if  bowed  down  beneath  the  heavy 
bwden  of  the  day.     He  passed  sleei^ess  nights  on  his  pillow. 
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tormented  perhaps  by  the  thought  that  ke  bad  signed  a  paper  of 
i  imknown,  and  perhapa  fatal.  Who  knows  what  was 
But  the  struggle  threatened  to  be  obstinate  and 
loi^,  inasmuch  as  all  resistance  on  the  part  of'  the  child  had, 
so  to'  speak,  entirely  ceased.  Seeing  that  every  word  and 
action  drew  down  eitlier  a  rebuke,  an  ironical  remark,  or  blows, 
he  became  shy ;  he  hardly  ventured  to  reply  yea  or  bo  to  the 
most  simple  question.  He  was  like  one  mute,  hke  one  deaf;  ha 
doubted  his  past  life,  ho  doubtod  himself;  he  asked  himself 
whether  it  were  not  just  that  he  should  be  the  slave  of  Simon ; 
whether  the  Jacobin  Simon  were  not  his  master  lawfully.  So 
that,  having  no  longer  even  an  excuse  for  inflicting  punishment, 
the  tutor,  retai'ded  in  his  progress  by  blind  obedience  on 
the  part  of  hia  pupil,  and  thwarted  in  his  design  by  a  mechani- 
cal submission,  was  obliged  to  invent  occasions  for  brutality ; 
being  no  longer  able  to  punish,  he  was  reduced  to  the  aeoeasity 


The  misfortimes  of  that  innocent  being,  and  the  degrada- 
tion to  which  his  nohie  nature  was  subjected,  did  not  fail,  how- 
ever, to  inspire  some  compassiojj,  and  call  forth  some  remon- 
strancea  in  his  favour,  even  within  the  Temple  precincts.  Some 
of  the  persons  employed  there,  among  others,  Gourlet,  one  of 
the  turnkeys,  and  the  faithful  Meanier,  who  had  won.  Uie  good 
will  of  the  rude  demagogue  by  the  zeal  with  v/hich  he  per- 
formed his  duties,  attempted  the  difficult  and  dangerous  enter- 
prise of  coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  little  martyr.  In  the 
Temple  store-room  there  was  a  certain  curiously  constructed 
bird-cage,  the  works  of  which  set  in  motion  a  littie  artificial 
canary.  The  bird  was  fixed  on  a  perch  in  the  middle  of  the 
cage,  and  could  not  leav«  its  place;  but  the  wheels  by  which  it 
was  worked  enabled  it  to  ilap  its  wings,  spread  out  its  tail, 
move  its  head,  and,  what  was  yet  more  wonderful,  sing  tlie 
"  King's  March  "  Meunier  and  Gonriet  induced  Simon  to  ask 
the  Temple  council  for  this  plaything  for  his  prisoner ;  but 
they  were  not  ignorant  ^that  the  consent  of  Simon  himself  was 
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more  difficult  to  obtain  than  that  of  the  municipaia.  However, 
his  own  curiosily  coming  to  the  assistance  of  their  eshortations, 
the  master  did  not  deny  to  his  pupil  an  amuseiceDt  in  which  he 
himself  would  have  his  share,  and  he  took  the  atep  that  had 
)  him ;  it  was  completelj-  successful,  the  cora- 
a  duty  for  the  day  happening  to  be  very  moderate 
ill  their  opinions,  for  representatives  of  the  Commune.  The 
cage  was  taken  out  of  the  dusty  store-room,  and  having  been 
repaired  by  a  watchmaker,  was  brought  to  Simons  reom.*  The 
magic  bird  greatly  pleased  yoimg.  Charles,  who,  at  first  sight. 
took  it  for  a  real  canary  bird;  his  enthusiasm  rose  higher  still 
when  he  found,  it  was  a  masterpiece  of  art ;  but,  if  his  surprise 
was  greater,  his  pleasure  was  less,  and  he  soon  looked  with 
indifference  on  the  little  bird  he  had  at  first  thought  to  be 
alive,  unhappy,  and  a  prisoner  like  himself,  and  which  proved 
to  be  only  the  inanimate  rival  of  the  flute-player  of  Taucauson. 
The  reason  was,  that  he  no  longer  recognised  in  it  tJmt  precious 
characteristic  of  a  creature  capable  of  suffering  and  pleasure, 
bringing  "  life  into  contact  with  life,  and  reminding  mau  of 
his  fellow-man,"  according  to  Terence's  beautiful  espreesion. 

The  good-hearted  Meunier  went  round  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Temple,  lookingfor  tatne  canaries  to  amuse  the  Dauphin, 
for  by  this  ancient  royal  name  it  was  tbat  the  citizens  of  Paris, 
from  old  habit,  still  called  the  son  of  their  decapitated  King. 
Meunier's  wbhes  were  attended  to  in  several  houses  which  Imd 

•  "I  bsg  the  citizen  oommiaanrlee  of  tire  naiional  treasury  io  \iay 
to  citizen  Boordier,  watohniaker,  the  sum  oF  tlirea  hundred  livres,  the 
amount  of  his  bill,  for  repairing  a  bird-cage  at  the  Temple,  in  Kiv6s« 
laet,  according  to  lh«  sidd  bill  and  the  certificate  of  the  same,  22nd  ol'tlmt 
month. 

"Which  anm  of  three  hundred  livres  iato  be  includeilinthellBt  oF  ills- 
tributions  fi-om  the  1st  to  the  fltli  Gkiminal  nesf,  and  the  crdinanca  ti-uns- 
mitted  immediab^I;  to  the  national  Ireasury. 

"Paris,  261h  VentSsa,  2nd  year  of  the  Republic,  one  and  indivisible 
(IBtii  March,  ITSl). 

"  Minister  of  the  Interior." 
(National  Archive.^,  Cane  E,  No.  am.) 
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been,  pointed  out  to  him,  and  the  heads  of  which  moat  eagerly 
and  willingly  placed  their  whole  stock  of  hirda  at  his  disposal. 
He  returned,  accordingly,  with  some  ten  or  a  dozen  canaries — 
all  delightfully  tame  and  charming.  Their  lively  ways  and 
warhlinga  greatly  enlivened  the  dull  room,  where,  from  irithin 
his  cage,  the  imperturbable  automaton  still  repeated  his  eter- 
nal time,  the  "  King's  March,"  "  These,  at  least,  are  real 
birds  I"  exclaimed  the  child,  with  glee;  and  taking  them  up,  he 
kissed  tliem  one  after  the  other.  Among  their  number  he 
observed  one  more  tame,  or  I  should  rather  say,  more  attentive, 
more  affectionate,  which,  at  his  least  summons,  would  come 
and  perch  on  his  finger,  and  appeared  to  talio  pleasure  in  his 
caresses ;  the  child  became  very  fond  of  it,  he  would  give  it 
grains  of  millet  to  eat  out  of  his  hand,  taking  a  groat  deal  of 
interest  in  it,  and  that  he  might  more  easily  distinguish  it  when 
it  flew  away  among  the  others,  he  fastened  a  bow  of  pink 
ribbon  to  its  leg.  But  it  was  quite  as  easy  for  him  to  recognise 
it  by  another  peculiar  characteristic  ;  he  had  only  to  call  it  and 
it  would  come  that  very  moment,  fluttering  round  his  head,  and 
alighting  on  his  shoulder,  thence  take  its  place  on  his  finger 
But  this  delightful  source  of  amusement,  which  had  been 
agreed  to  and  authorised,  I  cannot  tell  how,  by  some  miraculous 
piece  of  condescension  on  Simon's  pavt,  was  not,  alas  !  of  any 
long  duration.  The  frail  structure  of  consolation  and  pleasure 
was  destined  to  crumble  into  dust,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  of 
inspection  made  by  the  commissaries  on  duty,  on  the  39th 
Frimaire,  Snd  year  {19th  December,  1193) ;  just  as  they  came 
in,  the  seditious  automaton  was  going  through  his  guilty  per-, 
formances,  and  the  Prince's  favourite  was  replying,  by  a  brilliant 
thrill  of  warbling,  to  the  sham  notes  of  the  factitious  songster. 
No  more  was  needed  to  devote  the  wooden  bird  and  ha  associate 
to  proscription.  The  rosette  attached  to  the  leg  of  the  canary, 
was  also  regarded  as  an  aggravation  of  the  crime.  "  What  is 
the  meaning,"  exclaimed  one  of  the  municipals;  "what  is 
the  meanuig  of  that  seditious    song,  and  the  pink  ribbon 
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adorning  a  privileged  bird,  like  a  decoration  ?  That  savours  of 
ariatocmcy,  fmd  deuotes  a  distinction  which  republicans  cannot 
tolerate,"  So  saying,  ho  caught  hold  of  the  poor  little  bird, 
and  tore  off  ita  "orders."  Thrown  violentJj  out  of  his  hand, 
the  canary  spread  its  wings,  and  broke  the  shock  it  received  by 
being  thus  precipitated  against  the  wall ;  it  fell,  but  soon  rising 
again  on  its  wing,  with  a  plaintive  song  joined  the  warbling 
lift       mpai  Tl     f     ht      d    h  U  h  d      tit 

ght    f  h    f     h     d  f       d  y      cap  1  h  m  wh       t  f  11 

bthttd  d         taf  kymwllthtl 

11  b  1 1        ff     th        Idit       1  ty     1    1 

f  1   d  b        1  ft  by  biia      t    h     coll  agi       t 

m  W  U    t  b    I  1       d  th  t  i     t  w      ml      f  tl 

11    t  am      m    t    wh  h  th        mm  ssa  es    f  tl     G     m 
mm  b  t  ly  p    h  b  t  d      All  th     b    I       1  tat 

w  mpdtl  dmt^a  dthiff 

isk  wth     t5     Tmil        d     th    t  tl     f    th    0      p 

yfthCai  t-ut       thttfhip      dtl 

mt      !      dfmt  fthod  dthl       i 

Thp  Revolution  seems  to  hi\e  invented  and  laid  down  the 
iimdimental  rules  of  those  modem  dramas  m  which  laughter 
1^  rambled  ^ith  sobbing  and  the  groti,&g«e  is  allied  ivilh  the 
hoiribli.  Human  nature  was  subjected  to  a  desfotism  d  a 
most  atrocious  kind  Knowledge,  virtue,  nobility  wealth 
Itlent  Touth  glniy — all  were  trodden  under  foot  But  moat 
a^buiedlv  nothing  was  more  rigorously  proscribed  cr  moie 
outi  iged  than  commcn  sense  la  reading  the  follies  of  that 
period  one  feels  as  if  cue  were  gasping  for  life  m  an  fvil 
dieam  one  almost  doubts  the  vitality  of  the  human  under 
standing  In  the  great  tragedy  then  performing  giant  eflorts 
were  mingled  with  the  faicical  humours  of  a  buffoon  every 
tiling  was  made  up  of  weeping  and  laughlei  and  blood 
Judioiftl  irrej,ukiities  faults  ra  grammar  enors  in  commnn 
sense  and  exoesnes  against  moralitj  — all  f  JInwed  m  the  trim 
of  that  formidable  Convention,  which  levelled  everything,  and 


...Coogic 


LOUIS    THE    SEVENTEENTH. 


Opened  a  clear  field  to  the  coming  time.  It  waa  on  this  very 
day,  tiie  19th  December,  1793,  that  the  young  native  of 
Ajaccio,  whose  face  was  seen  for  a  moment  on  the  day  of  the 
6th  October,  1T89,  gave  the  signal  of  his  future  fortune 
beneath  the  walls  of  Toulon,  Paris,  always  eager  for  novelty, 
had  turned  her  eyes  towai-ds  the  south;  and,  entirely  engrossed 
■with  ovcnts  passing  in  the  bright  face  of  day,  hardly  paused 
to  inquire  how  tlie  son  of  Louis  XVI.  was  struggling  ia- 
effectually,  in  a  gloomy  tower,  amid  fatal  influences  that 
compassed  him  around  lilte  an  invisible  network.  It  seemed 
es  if  the  last  eigh  of  Louis  XVII.  was  destined  to  pass  un- 
heard, stifled  by  the  noise  of  Bonaparte's  first  gun. 

Although  the  blame  attached  to  the  introduction  of  the 
bird-cage  into  the  toner  did  not  fall  directly  on  Simon, 
he  nevertheless  considered  that  he  should  have  to  bear  his 
part  in  it,  and  became  very  much  irritated  on  the  subject ; 
the  more  so,  because  he  had  not  forgotten  that  hia  billiard- 
table  had  been  taken  away  from  him.  His  ill-humour  turned 
to  rancour  against  the  unfortunate  child,  whose  mission  it  waa 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  his  revenge.  The  morning  after  that  day 
he  took  a  fency  to  bathe  his  feet,  and  thought  fit  to  be  waited 
on  at  his  toilet  as  he  was  served  at  table ;  he  consequently 
ordered  the  child  to  warm  him  some  linen  at  the  fire,  to  dry 
his  feet.  Trembling  in  presence  of  the  all-powerful  despot,  the 
unfortunate  child  obeyed  his  mandate  with  more  zeal  than 
address,  and  let  fall  a  towel,  which  narrowly  escaped  being 
burned.  The  master  remained  ivith  his  feet  in  the  water,  but 
swearing  and  shouting,  and  foaming  with  rage,  he  showered 
curses  upon  the  awkward  servant,  whom  he  could  not  reach 
with  his  arm,  A  minute  afterwards,  thinking  that  his  wrath  was 
appeased,  the  descendant  of  monarcha  approached  to  wipe  the 
shoemaker's  feet, — thus  imitating,  though  he  knew  it  cot,  those 
most,  Christian  kings,  who,  following  the  example  of  the  Divine 
Master,  wiped  the  feet  of  the  poor,  in  the  holy  solemnities  of 
Maundy-Thursday,     But  the  poor  used  to  withdraw,  blessing 
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manded  the  sufferer  to  rise,  and,  as  he  had  still  soma  little  life  left 

ill  him,  he  was  obliged  to  do  so.    I  make  no  commeuta  on  facta ! 

Day  by  day  the  disposition  of  the  jailer  grew  more  intract- 
able, his  passions  becoming  envenomed  bj  solitude.  Idleness, 
seclusion,  and  ennui,  added  more  and  more  Yirulent  irritability, 
more  impatient  bitterness  to  a  character  naturally  violent. 
Brooding  over  his  recollections,  he  passed  in  review,  over  and 
over  again,  certain  incidents,  the  importance  of  which  he  exag- 
gerated in  his  fancy. 

In  tlie  month  of  October,  he  had  asked  permission  for  his 
wife  and  himself  to  walk  in  the  court-yard  and  gardens  belong- 
ing to  the  Temple,  and  the  council- general,  to  wlioin  the  matter 
Imd  been  referred  by  the  Temple  council,  had  denied  his  request 
ill  terms  sufSciently  harsh.* 

•Estrsot  from  the  regisierfl  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Coancil-genetal. 

"Commune  of  Paris,  leih  October,  1783. 

"  35th  day  of  Iho  1st  montb,  2nd  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and 

indivisilile. 

"  Committee  of  the  Temple. 

"  On  a  etatemeiit  made  by  citizen  Cellier,  ia  the  name  of  those  members 

of  the  oonnoil  on  duty  at  tiia  Temple  yesterday,  to  the  el!ect  that  they  had 

granted  Simon  and  his  wife  a  ticket  for  walking  in  the  court-yard  and 

gardens,  accompanied  by  a  member  of  the  council,  each  being  required  to 

return  it  when  Uiey  oome  botk  to  the  tower,  but  that  they  had  reserved  the 

right  of  submitting  t^cir  resolution  to  the  cotincU  in  order  to  obtain  their 

approbation  of  the  same ! 
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On  the  13th  Brumaire  (2nd  Noyember),  he  had  e 
a  wish  to  go  to  his  residence,  in  the  Eoe  Marat,*  in  order  to 
get  some  articles  of  furniture  of  which  he  stood  io  need,  and 
he  had  been  authorised  to  do  so,  only  on  condition  of  his  being 
accompanied  hy  two  commissaries  of  the  Commime. 

When  called  upon  ta  appear  as  a  witness  before  the  revo- 
lutionary tribunal,  he  had  only  been  permitted  to  repair  thither 
escorted  hy  two  municipals. 

And  lastly,  on  Vth  Nivdse  (27th  December),  he  had  asked 
the  favour  of  being  allowed  to  be  present  at  tJie  national  fete 
in  honour  of  the  capture  of  Toidon,  which  was  to  be  celebrated 
in  the  next  decade;  and  "the  council-general  passed  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  deciding  that  Simon,  being  at  the  Temple, 
should  remain  at  his  post," 

From  that  time  forth  he  thought  his  credit  declining,  but 
this  was  not  the  case ;  he  was  a  man  too  worthy  of  his  superiors, 
and  too  well  adapted  to  the  confidential  business  they  had 
intrusted  lim  with.  But  he  felt  his  dignity  lowered  in  the 
eyes  of  the  persons  employed  about  tiie  towef,  and  wounded 
by  the  loss  of  the  amusements  which  had  beguiled  the  hours 
of  his  captivity — the  biUiard-table  and  the  canaries.  At  the 
same  time,  his  movements  wore  the  air  of  constraint  more 
and  more.  The  Eomau  laws,  in  their  expressive  conciseness, 
called  the  peison  condemned  to  imprisonment  for  life  "the 
slave  of  penalty  ''  [iervus-piBna) :  Simon  was  the  slave  of  his 
functions,  and  the  captive  of  his  wardenship.  Hia  position, 
wh]L.h  had  fotmerly  been  so  flattering  to  his  pride,  was  bs- 
ginnmg  to  appeal  less  enviable  in  Lis  eyes,  and  nothing  but 

"The  council  passes  to  the  order  of  ihe  day,  proceeding  on  their  fonnpr 
dceree,  which  directs  that  Simon  have  no  titket ;  and  orders  this  present 
decree  to  be  tent  n  ith  the  least  possible  delay  to  the  Temple  committee. 
{Signed)  "LrBllT,  Vlee-presidcnt, 

"  Dobat-Cdbieues,  Becretary-registiar. 
"  Correct  copy ; 
"Mettot,  Seoretary-regiatrar." 
*  The  Bue  des  Cordeliers  visa  so  called  after  the  death  of  Marak 
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the  emoluments  attached  to  it  could  dow  have  induced  him  to 
continue  to  hold  it. 

The  mode  of  life  in  the  tower  was  not  better  auitfld  to  his 
wife  ;  accustomed  to  the  coaraest  labour,  she  was  at  first  very 
well  pleased  to  be  waited  upon  in  her  turn,  imagining,  like 
others  of  her  class,  that  to  do  nothing  was  all  that  was  reijuired 
to  mate  her  a  great  lady  ;  but  her  health,  no  longer  supported 
by  the  incessant  activity  of  her  previous  life,  was  sinking 
beneath  the  weight  of  excessive  obesity.  Indeed  she  became 
BO  ill  as  to  req^uire  the  assistance  of  medicine,  and  the  worthy 
M,  Naudin,  a  sui^eon,  belonging  to  the  Hfitel-Dieu,  who  lived 
iathe  neighbourhood,  was  called  in  to  attend  her  on  the  7th 
Nivose,  3nd  year  (y7th  December,  1793).  He  prescribed  for  her, 
and  promised  to  come  again  next  day.  As  he  was  going  out, 
he  passed  through  the  room  where  Simon  vias  at  table,  with 
the  municipals  and  the  royal  child,  who,  although  pressed  on 
all  sides,  refused  to  eing  some  impious  verses  which  they 
required  of  him.  The  appearance  of  the  doctor  aroused  the 
feeling  of  insulted  authority  in  the  master's  vain  mind,  and 
what  the  coiamissaries  had  entreated  aa  a  favour,  he  now  de- 
manded with  violence.  The  pupil  replied,  as  he  often  did  in 
similar  circumstances,  by  his  tears.  Simon  threw  himself 
upon  him,  and  lifting  him  off  the  ground  by  the  hair  of  his 
head:  "D^d  viperl"  he  eiclaimed;  "I  have  a  mind  to 
crush  you  against  the  wall  I "  M.  Naudin  ran  to  the  child, 
fid  snattl  dim  t  of  the  jailer's  arms,  exclaiming,  in  the 
energy  f  h  s  d  gnation  :  "  Wretch  !  what  are  you  going  to 
do  ?  "  Ti  nd  rstru  li  by  this  address,  the  jailer  gave  no  reply : 
it  is  b  t  ju  t  e  t  ay  that  he  did  not  understand  it.  At  first 
it  had  b  en  te  pi  as  his  colleagues,  and  then  by  way  of  honour- 
ing th  d  t  s  t  ■'I  ce,  that  he  had  vrished  the  child  to  sing. 
In  his  own  opinion,  therefore,  his  wrath  was  quite  legitimate, 
provoked  aa  it  was  hy  the  disobedience  of  his  pupil,  and 
quite  proper,  for  it  showed  his  regret  at  not  being  able  to  be 
agreeable  to  ins  company.     As  to  his  brutal  behaviour,  that  waa 
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Toa  h  ng  n    d    t 

nothing  new  The  iuither  it  was  carried  mcitcumstancesbucb 
as  these  the  nioie  reasonable  and  well  timed  did  it  appear 
to  the  eyes  of  this  man  m  -whom  all  sense  of  morality  naa 
extinct  The  feehng  theiefore,  which  had  piompted  tiie 
doctoiH  exdojcdtinn  entitely  escaped  him  so  completely  V.SS 
su(,h  lang  ige  f  leign  to  him  The  municipals  them^eUea 
were  not  struck  1 1  it  one  of  them  merely  lAntentm?  h  m&elt 
with  saymg :  "  Citizen  Naudin,  yon  have  always  something  to 
say  to  taske  one  laugh !  " 

The  worthy  doctor  kept  his  word,  and  came  again  next  day 
to  Bee  the  invalid.  It  will  readily  he  believed  that  he  was 
attracted  to  the  tower  by  another  interesting  motive.  What 
was  his  surprise  and  emotion  when,  as  he  was  passing  from  one 
room  into  the  other,  the  little  prisoner  held  him  back  \Yith  Iiis 
hand,  and  presenting  him  with  two  pears,  which  had  been 
given  him  for  his  supper  the  night  before,  said  to  him,  in  a 
tone  of  heartfelt  sincerity :  "  Yesterday  you  proved  to  me  that 
you  take  an  interest  in  me,  and  I  thank  you  for  it ;  1  have 
only  these  to  show  you  my  gratitude,  and  you  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  by  accepting  them."  The  old  man  caught  the  child's 
hand,  and  pressed  it  between  his  own ;  he  accepted  respectfully 
the  gift  of  indigent  royalty,  but  it  was  only  by  a  tear  that 
he  could  express  his  gratitude,  for  his  emotion  had  deprived 
him  of  the  [power  of  speech.  But  what  are  words  in  com- 
parison with  such  a  tear ! 

Thus,  amid  the  decline  of  his  strength,  physical  and  moral, 
wo  see  that  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  had  preserved  the  feeling 
of  gratitude.  The  heart  of  this  child  was  so  nobly  gifted  that 
oce  friendly  word  re-animated  it,  as  dying  embers  resume  their 
refulgence  when  the  ashes  by  which  they  have  been  covered 
no  longer  impede  the  contact  of  the  air.  He  had  never  foi^tten 
liis  mother's  injunctions.  Sometimes,  too,  he  remembered 
them  in  his  dreams,  and  thus  it  happened  that  his  jailer 
surprised  him  once  in  the  middle  of  the  night  (14th 
January,  1794),  on  his  knees,  with  clasped  hands,  praying  to 
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Go  1  in  ^  dream  full  of  rchi^ous  fervoui  Simon  awokp  1 1? 
wife  111  order  to  show  her  the  superstitious  somiiaial  uliht 
whom  he  was  alcut  to  chastise  with  seieiity  aud  then  took 
u[  a  pitcher  of  watei  and  poured  it  on  the  child  6  head  at  the 
n-i\  of  ocoasioiiing  him  a  moital  illness  hy  this  n.j  hath  m  a 
wmfr  night 

Seized  with  a  fit  of  shiTenng  the  child  stietched  him 
If  on  his  hed  without  nttermg  a  cry  hut  thomu^l  ly 
J.  lakenei  either  by  this  first  sensation  oi  hy  the  dainpn  gs 
of  bis  couch  he  got  up  <ml  sought  refige  on  his  pillow 
the  only  pliik  of  safa^  that  remainel  dr,  Ihpis  he  sat 
down  trbinhling  w  th  cold  Simosi  got  np  and  haltdiess  d 
himself  although  his  wife  legged  him  to  lie  still  md  the 
child  honumbsd  with  auffeiing  awaited  the  issue  of  a  scene 
BO  threatenmE!  to  himself 

Simon  ciught  hoH  of  his  aim  and  shaking  him  Molentlj 
"I'll  teach  you,"  he  cried,  "to  say  your  paternosters,  and  to 
get  up  in  the  night  like  a  monk  of  La  Trappe  !  "    And  as  the 
child  did  not  understand  what  he  meant,  the  jailer,  whose  blood 
nays  took  file  at  the    dea  of  a     obstacle    or  suspicion  of 
tance    flew  into  a  v   le  t  pas  on      He  armed  himself 
th  h  a  great  hob-nailed  al  oe    and  the  pa  osysm  of   his 

f  enzy  r  si  ed  pon  h  s  t  t  m  ad  struck  h  m  on  the  face, 
when  the  child  8  opped  h  a  a-m  hyholhng  up  b  th  his  hands, 
say  g  What  hive  I  do  e  to  you  tl  at  o  st  ould  want  to 
k  11  me  To  1  11  JO       olf  cul     as  if  I     anted  to  kill  jou  ! 

as  f  I  e  er  d  d  nant  to  lo  so  Oh  the  per!  it  does  not 
1  now  then  tl  at  f  I  e  e  once  to  catch  hold  of  its  neck,  it 
would  ne  er  acream  ag  m  And  h  h  s  muscular  arm  he 
thre  T  ba  k  tl  e  pan  hj,  v  t  m  on  1  a  bed  wh  ch  was  running 
w  tl  wa  e  1  ke  a  str  am  and  on  h  ch  he  drew  up  his 
1  mbs  VI 1  out  utte  ng  another  o  1  ren  bl  n^  with  cold  and 
t  rro 

Sat  sfled  with  h     tr    nifl    the  jailer  n  nt  o  ]  is  bed  again, 
f  umj     was  i^eit    ndeed      Fr  m    hat      ght  the  child 


...CjOOgIc 


1^  LOUIS   THE    SEVENTEENTH,  [BOOK  19. 

w&s  completely  exhausted.  His  oyes,  which  formerly  turned 
upon  his  master,  anxiously  following  his  movements,  were  now 
always  fiied  on  the  ground  ;  he  no  longer  sought  to  discoyer 
what  was  about  to  happen. 

Formerly  his  tearful  glance  addressed  a  silent  prayer  to 
his  jailer ;  now  his  look  was  turned  aside,  and  remained  im- 
movable. The  captive  seemed  to  have  neither  power  nor  will ; 
he  had  ended  by  submitting  to  his  fete.  He  had  long  main- 
tained an  opposing  will,  but  the  spring  was  broken  at  last ; 
he  felt  his  chain,  he  owned  himself  a  slave,  and  stood  iu  tha 
attitude  of  a  guilty  being  before  his  judge. 

The  judge  was  hard  by  nature  as  well  as  by  duty.  His 
disposition  had  become  more  rancorous  still  from  seclusion  and 
idleness.  At  the  commencement  he  was  only  a  coarse,  violent, 
vain  man,  fanatioieed  by  revolutionary  passions,  and  more 
brutal  than  wicked,  but  his  frightful  ofBce  had  perverted  him. 
So  that,  in  his  vioience,  now  no  longer  called  forth  by  diso- 
bedience, no  longer  justified  by  any  sort  of  resistance,  there  was 
a  mechanical  inclination  disposing  him  constantly  to  petty  acts 
of  authority,  a  causeless  irritability,  encouraged  by  his  recol- 
Ictiott  of  the  odious  engagement  into  which  he  had  entered. 
At  the  very  time  when,  by  his  obedience  and  resignation,  the 
unfortunate  child  might  have  had  some  hope  of  being  safe 
from  his  attacks,  he  would  suddenly  rush  upon  him.  his 
cruel  nature  being  unexpectedly  aroused  by  on  impatience  for 
which  there  was  no  apparent  motive. 

But  it  was  not  the  will  of  God  that  all  should  yet  be 
accomplished ! 

On  ike  13thNiv3se,  Snd  year  {3nd  January,  1794),  the 
municipal  body  passed  a  decree,  which,  conformably  with 
article  8,  section  3rd,  of  the  law  concerning  provisional  goveni- 
ment,  prohibited  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the  council-general 
being  performed  by  any  person  holding  a  paid  office  under 
government.  Simon,  tutor  to  Capet,  and  Coru,  steward  of 
the  Temple,  were  affected  by  this  measure. 
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On  tile  very  next  day  Coru.  repaired  to  the  H6tel-de-Ville, 
and  made  declaration  before  hia  colleagues  fJiat  be  gave  up  his 
situation,  in  order  that  he  might  remain  a  member  of  the 
council.  His  diainterestel  conduct  was  applauded,  and  a  civic 
mention  of  his  name  waa  decreed  him.  "  Then,''  says  the 
report  of  the  sitting,  "  there  arose  a  debate  on  the  question 
as  to  whether  citizen  Simon,  member  of  the  council,  who  has 
the  right  of  option,  should  be  reijuired  to  make  hisohoice,  not- 
withstanding the  mission  intrusted  to  him.  This  debate  ter- 
minated by  passing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on  flie  ground  that 
the  law  ia  pretase  on  the  matter." 

Cora's  proceeding  rendered  the  resignation  of  Simon  inevit- 
able. Ill  fact  it  was  not  possible  for  the  3atter  to  show  himself 
less  disinterested  than  Ms  colleague,  nor  leas  desiroua  of  the 
marlts  of  esteem  he  had  won. 

On  the  ifith  Nivfise  (5th  January),  he  informed  the  council 
geneial  that  he  wished  to  resign  a  situation  so  nchly  paid,  m 
iriler  to  lesnme  the  gratuitous  duties  to  which  he  had  been 
tilled  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people  The  council  made  the 
same  arrangements  with  lespect  to  him  that  they  had  made 
with  Ojru  giantmg  him  i  tiMC  mention  of  his  name  m  the 
lepurt  cind  that  it  should  be  inscnhed  on  the  li'.t  of  the 
ctndidatea  for    the   salaiied  situations  m  the  gift    of   the 


Da  the  19th  Nivoae  (8th  Jimtwyl  the  louncil  geneial  of 
the  Commune  sent  hvo  o±  then  meml^ais  to  the  committee  of 
puUiL  weliare  m  oider  to  at.k  then  aduce  conoeining  the 
nommation  ot  the  citizen  who  should  succeed  citizen  bimon 
i&  giiaidian  to  little  Capet 

On  the  3Tth  Niv6se  (16th  January)  these  commissanoa 
announced  to  the  council  general  that  the  committee  of  public 
welfare  regarded  the  situation  held  hy  Simon  as  useless,  and 
were  of  opicion  that  the  memhera  of  the  council  ought  alone 
ta  superintend  the  prisoners  in  the  Temple. 

The  council-general  decreed,  accordingly,  that  four  of  their 
11  H 
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members,  commisBariea  on  guard  at  the  Temple,  sliould,  for 
tlie  future,  have  the  immediate  chaise  of  the  prisoners  in  the 
Temple  tower. 

On  the  30th  Nivfise,  2nd  year  (19th  January,  1794),  a  great 
noise  was  heard  in  the  tower;  it  was  Simon  and  his  wife 
breaking  up  their  establishment,  and  taking  leaye  of  all  the 
people  employed  about  the  Temple.*  The  farewell  address 
of  the  master  to  the  pupil  was  just  such  as  might  have  been 
expected, — an  insult,  a  blasphemy.  The  woman  had  said  to 
the  child  :  "  Capet,  I  don't  know  when  I  shall  see  you  agam !  " 
"  Oh !  the  toad !  "  rejoined  Simon ;  "  ho  is  not  quite  squashed 
yet,  but  hell  never  get  out  of  the  hole,  even  if  all  the 
Capuchins  in  Heaven  make  it  their  business  to  get  him  out !  " 
As  he  spoke  he  pressed  his  hand  on  the  head  of  the  young 
prisoner,  who,  silent,  and  with  eyes  cast  down  d 

moved  this  last  malediction  of  his  jailer.-|- 

Such  was  this  man  during  his  short,  yet        g 
All  the  activity  of  hia  faculties,  restrained  by  h       p 
he  led,  overfloweil  in  bitter  and  brutal    bad-1    m 
unfortunate  child  it  tortured.     For  him  it  was  a       m 
which  ho  made  a  task ;  a  iiocessity,  which  he  mad 
Condemned  to  devote  all  hia  time  to  him,  he   h  dp 

him,  in  the  name  of  the  lepublic,  emphatic       d  mp 
words,  or  frightful  menaces    oi  cruel  punishment    this  was 
his  business  as  well  as  his  pleasuie     lie  took  great  delight 
too  in  frightening  Inm  and,  on  thp  days  «hen  he  had  drunk 
tt  little  more  than  usual,  the  terror  with   which  he   ioved 


'Marie-Jeanne  Aladime,  Smona  n.U,,  died  at  the  Hospital  for  Inoa- 
raMes,  10th  circrat,  Hue  ae  Sevrta,  on  &e  lOlh  June,  1819  M  e  shnll  see 
hereafter  in  what  manner  Simon  died, 

+  Kelt  day,  the  report  of  the  sitting  of  the  Commune  oontained  the 
following  "  A  commzssarj  on  guard  at  the  Ttmple  iiiformB  the  eounoil- 
gcneral  that  Simon  and  Us  wife  hare  given  up  little  Capet  into  the  keeping 
of  tlie  Temple  oommiaEarieH,  and  have  required  a  formal  release  from  their 
trust.  The  council-general  decrees,  that  Simon  and  his  wife  be  relieved 
from  the  caie  of  little  Capet." 
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to  inspire  him  was  what  most  of  all  enlivened  his  heayy 
intoxication 

He  knew  that  nothing  coulA  appear  more  charming  and 
delightful  to  the  chiefs  he  served,  than  to  avenge  themselves 
upon  the  child  for  the  remorse  occasioned  them  by  the  murder 
of  his  father :  he  know  that  the  victim  yiss  not  to  he  killed, 
and  yet — that  it  must  die  ! 

With  his  whole  heart,  therefore,  did  he  identify  himself 
with  that  policy,  which  had  said :  I  will  make  hiia  vegetata 
in  some  obscure  comer  of  a  prison  where  he  will  die  in  Bileace ; 
wliere  every  sort  of  means,  save  only  murder,  shall  he  em- 
ployed to  rid  me  of  his  life !  No  ;  it  ia  not  a  dream  !  A  man 
was  actually  found  capable  of  shutting  himself  up  with  a  child, 
having  taken  upon  himself  the  task  of  injuring  him,  of  attacking 
his  health  to  weaken  his  mind,  and  weakening  Ha  mind  to  injure 
his  heart;  a  man  capable  of  withdrawing  himself  from  the 
world,  under  an  engagement  with  his  fellow-men,  and  a  fell 
determination  on  his  part — in  which  he  never  faltered— to 
make  sport  of  the  tears  of  a  child,  to  seek  pleasure  in  his 
sorrows,  to  delight  in  his  cries,  to  make  his  terrors  a  nece^ity, 
his  degradation  a  duty ;  a  mau  capable  of  sucking  out  his 
heart's  best  blood  without  exhausting  it, — never  completing 
the  murder,  hut  ever  reoommenciag  the  attack.  Yes, — such 
0  man  was  found  to  crown  that  era  of  crime  with  a  erirae  more 
frightful  still  !  A  hired  assassin,  he  had  not  himself  conceived 
this  wickedness  which  surpasses  the  most  hideous  fancy  of  the 
human  heart,  hut,  during  nearly  seven  months,  he  executed  it 
with  a  zeal  and  coolness  that  astonished  even  those  who  had 
commanded  the  deed.  "  He  is  a  man  of  admirable  character," 
said  Chaumette,  one  day;  "he  is  inflexible  and  always  the 
same  ia  Ids  conduct."  Yes  !  Simon  was  always  infierible  and 
always  the  same  in  hia  conduct !  Never  man  in  any  situation 
had  shown  himself  so  exemplary,  so  excellently  fulfilling  tha 
duties  of  his  charge !  Others  go  to  their  counter,  their  desk, 
their  faction,  their  ship,  their  plough, — he  went  to  his  victim ! 
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c  did  lie  leave  his  post  of  \Yrath  and  vengeance. 
,  with  a  jealous  eye,  over  his  incessant  labour  of  cor- 
ruption and  death,  he  was  there,  day  and  night,  employed  m 
killing  by  inches  a  frail  and  ianoceat  creature.  After  having 
tormented  him  the  whole  day,  he  lay  down  peacefully  at 
night,  like  a  man  who  has  well  performed  his  day's  woik,  and 
with  the  firm  resolution  of  beginning  again  nest  mommg ,  and, 
on  the  following  day,  he  tried  some  new  means  of  givmg  pam 
to  the  same  poor  victim ;  after  which  he  went  to  his  rest,  again 
to  obtain  fresh  vigour  for  another  attempt. 

I  know  that,  as  history  grows  old  she  becomes  indulgent, 
and  that  it  is  enough  for  a  man  to  be  seen  fanatically  convinced 
on  any  subject  for  claims  to  be  made  in  his  favour,  by  bringing 
forward  extenuating  circumstances.  There  is  no  sort  of  pedes- 
tal that  she  has  not  erected  foi  the  Cromwells  and  the  Sillas 
yet  Tiberius  had  assuredly  not  le«s  genms  than  Robe'pieiie, 
though  I  do  not  see  that  Tacitus  his  gloiihcd  him 

How  great  soever  this  extitvaganee  I  do  hope  that  the 
mania  for  finding  excuses  may  ne\er  thml  ot  pioKing  this  vile 
name — Simon  ! — out  of  tlie  fihhv  sewei  to  which  it  la  lightly 
consigned,  for  the  purpose  of  nashm^  it  clean  in  the  face  of 
day;  Oh  !  let  there  be  neither  grace  noi  meicy  shown  to  him  I 
May  this  wretched  malefactor — whose  hand  was  dyed  as  deep 
a  red  as  is  the  headsman's  axe— may  he  never  be  removed 
from  unanimous  and  universal  execration  I 
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30th  NivObb— ain  'I'HEitMiDOK,  2in>  Yijar  {19ih 
Jaruakit— 37th  Jtily,  1794). 


— Louis  XVIL'edoor  is  eealeil  aud  grate  t — Alj?olate 
isolation — Ennui  and  fear — HSbcrt  and  hia  parliaana  gnillo  ned — 
Danfon — Chnumeita — Trial  and  execution  of  Madame  El  zab  th — ■ 
The  Reign  of  Tari'or— Catherine  Thfeot^The  niunidpals  noctu  n  1 
visits — fiiespresMble  suEferinsp  of  the  young  King — bt  ps  take  ly 
M.  ie  Monnier — Appeacanco  of  Franco  on  the  Oth  I'he  ni  dor 


We  ha\e  seen  tlie  suffeimgs  to  which  Louis  XVII,  wm  sub- 
jected undei  the  authontv  of  Siinou  we  have  seen  with  what 
flrninesa  an  i  rBSi^nation  he  1  oie  them,  until  he  bent,  so  to 
Hpe*ik  beneath  the  weight  ol  human  woe — Hntil  the  destruc- 
tion of  h  3  phj'iodl  poivera  Lad  lesulted  in  the  overthrow  of 
hit,  mmd  in  thi?  fnghtful  struggle  we  have  often  seen  the 
assassin  Lonquered  byh  nltth  f  mx     y 

nilr  the  beginning,  all    I    t    h      n  hi         d       ft  i  ild 

has  endured  alreadj         a-   n 
come  on  tim  heieafte       H 
(.nutend  with,  but  ho  i        w  t 
Mid  silenoe,  a^'amst  the 
uf  feai 

The  committees  decided  that  Simon  should  not  Lave  any 
Buccessoi  He  was  a  person  so  diflicult  to  replace !  Chaumette 
and  Hebett,  who  Lad  the  direction  ot  everything  concerning 
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the  Temple,  agreed  to  this  resolution,  by  which  no  intermediate 
power  was  appoiated  betweeu  the  Temple  tower  and  the  muni- 
cipal authority. 

They  declared  that  they  would  seek  in  the  material  strength 
of  inanimate  objects  the  safety  denied  them  by  the  absence 
of  a  permanent  keeper;  and  the  next  morning  (1st  Pluvifise, 
2nd  year,  30th  January,  1794),  they  restricted  the  prisoner's 
habitation  to  a  single  room  ;  the  child  was  sent  into  the  back 
chamber,  which  had  been  Clary's,  and  subsequently  that  of 
Simon's  wife,  during  her  illness.  The  door  of  communication 
between  the  ante-room  and  tbis  room*  was  cut  down,  so  as  U> 
leave  it  breast  high,  iastened  with  nails  and  screws,  and  grated 
from  top  to  bottom  witli  bars  of  iron.  Half-way  up  was  placed 
a  shelf,  on  which  the  bars  opened,  forming  a  sort  of  wicket, 
closed  by  other  movable  bars,  and  fastened  with  an  enormous 
padlock.  By  this  wicket  his  coarse  food  was  passed  in  to  Httle 
Capet,  and  it  was  on  this  ledge  that  he  had  to  put  whatever  he 
wanted  to  send  away.  The  system  of  solitary  confinement, 
of  which  the  strongest  natures  now  complain,  was,  as  is  seen, 
invented  by  that  revolutionary  genius  which  exhausted  every 
source  of  suffering,  and  it  was  invented  to  be  employed 
against  a  child.  Although  small,  his  apartment  was  yet  lai^e 
for  a  tomb.  What  had  he  to  complain  of?  He  had  a  room 
to  walk  in,  a  bed  to  lie  upon ;  he  had  bread,  and  water,  and 
linen,  and  clothes !  But  he  had  neither  fire  nor  caudle.  His 
room  was  warmed  only  by  a  stove-pipe,  the  stove  being  placed 
in  the  outer  room;  it  was  lighted  only  by  the  gleam  of 
a  lamp  suspended  opposite  the  grating;  through  the  bai's 
of  which  also  it  was  that  the  stove-pipe  passed.  All  these 
arrangements  were  made  on  th  It  Pluvi  se,  and  were 
completed  that  same  evening  bj  tl  1  ght  f  lanterns ;  and, 
whether  by  an  atrociously  cruel  1  ul  n  a  fatal  coiooi- 
dence,  the  royal  orphan  took  po  u     f  I       lew  prison  on 


•  See  Plan,  Vol  L,  page  21 
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the  aniiiveraarj  of  the  day  on  whiuli  his  lather  asoendccl  the 
scaffold  (91st  January,  1798). 

But  there  was  neither  date  nor  anniversary  for  him  ;  year, 
month,  and  week, — all  were  confused  together  in  his  mind;  for 
time,  lilie  a  lake  whose  waters  lie  sleepiag  and  sljll,  had  ceased 
to  flow  with  him.  His  days  were  only  marked  by  suffering ; 
one  was  not  distinguished  from  another,  for  he  suffered  every 
day. 

Still  he  had  not  contemplated  with  terror  either  the  alter- 
ation made  in  hia  domicile,  or  the  solitude  in  which  he  waa 
confined.  Since  the  time  that  his  ill-fortune,  by  separating 
him  from  his  mother,  had  for  ever  closed  the  careless  period  of 
his  childhood,  the  Prince  had  not  known  a  single  moment's 
peace.  Alas !  perhaps  he  thought  himself  now  safe  from  men. 
Ha  felt  free  at  last  in  his  prison,  like  a  young  deer  escaped 
from  the  hunter's  dogs  into  the  hollow  of  a  valley.  Perhaps 
he  thought  his  solitude  was  only  a  transition  to  a  happier  state 
— how  can  we  tell  ? — an  improvement  dao  to  an  influence  which 
might  afterwards  restore  him  to  his  mother  and  to  liberty. 
Hope  comes  so  quickly  to  those  who  have  not  had  a  long  ex- 
perience of  life,  and  who,  thanks  to  their  age,  are  yet  young 
in  misfortune ! 

We  are  now  entering  upon  a  period  of  suffering  which  will 
be  difficult  for  us  to  describe ;  of  dull,  gloomy,  monotonous 
misery,  without  that  pompous  show  which  so  often  surrounds 
the  misfortunes  of  kings. 

Who  hall  ever  tell  the  sufferings  borne  in  secret  for  moro 
than  s      n   nths  in  this  dungeon  ?     Who  shall  ever  tell  the 

a  d  st  niggles  of  that  young  mind,  and  the  unseen  anguish 
tl  at  t  tl  e  heart  which  Heaven  had  framed  so  full  of  courage 
and  mldne  s?  Yea,  for  upwards  of  sis  months  (from  the 
2(Jth  Januaiy  to  the  27th  July,  1794),  the  fresh  air  of  Heaven 
never  penetrated  into  this  chamber :  and  the  light  was  dim  that 
eniered  through  the  grating  and  shutters,  the  thickness  and 
solidity  of  which  mere  the  objects  of  constant  watchfulness  on 
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the  part  of  the  council.*  The  viofcin  did  not  even  see  the 
pareimonioua  hand  that  passed  his  nieagie  loDd  through  a. 
sort  of  turning  wheel  made  in  the  giated  doti  noi  the  careless 
hand  that  sometimes  loft  him  without  a  faie  in  very  'jold 
wfflither,  and  sometimes,  hy  plying  it  with  tio  much,  fuel  made 
his  prison  a  furnace.  He  heard  no  souad  1  ut  that  of  bolta. 
Only,  as  the  day  closed  in,  a  stem  voice  wiuld  Ldll  to  him  to 
go  to  hed,  because  they  would  not  giie  him  lay  light. 

He  was  obliged  to  sweep  his  room  himself,  if  he  wished  to 
keep  it  at  ali  clean  ;  but,  unfortunately,  his  strength,  weakened 
as  be  was  by  ill-usage,  bad  food,  and  want  of  exercise,  would 
jQot  long  allow  of  his  fulfilling  this  employment. 

Already  sufBciently  advanced  to  interrogate  his  own  sensa- 
tions, 6uffioiently  intelligent  to  understand  his  position,  we  may 
jutlgo  of  the  sufferings  of  this  poor  little  being,  struggling  thua 
iti  the  obscurity  of  his  prison  with  monsters,  whose  powers 
and  whose  numbers  he  was  alike  unable  to  guesa  !  For  every 
evening,    as  it    seemed  to  him,  it   was  a  new   voice  which 

•  Communo  of  Paris, 
Extract  from  the  d^iberatioiis  of  fli«  Templo  council. 

"  Paria,  2nd  MivSse.  2nd  j«ar  otUie  EepuHie  (22nd  December,  1TS3). 

"  On  this  day,  2nd  Nivdse,  at  tliree  o'clock  in  the  aflemoon,  there  pre- 
licnted  themselves  at  Uie  c<imicil,  cidsens  Lupine,  Lcll^vre,  and  Langluig, 
on  duty  yesterday  at  the  Temple,  who  acqimnted  ue  with  a  conferenco  they 
had  held  this  morning  with  the  cilizen  mayor,  regarding  the  delay  in  the 
carrying  out  the  decree  of  the  coancil-general  about  the  shutters  to  be 
put  tip  in  Simon's  room,  ou  the  seeond  foor,  from  whieh  it  appears  that 
evei7  obstaole  il  removed,  and  the  Temple  council  on  duty  to-dny,  in  oon- 
junotion  with  tJiat  on  duty  yesterday,  have  decreed,  that  citizen  Corn, 
steward  to  the  Temple,  be  immediately  directed  ta  send  for  a  woikman,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  decree  of  the  coancil-general,  and  that  a,  copy  of  the 
minntes  bo  given  to  citizen  Corn. 

"  TONNBLLIBR,    LEVASSEUK,    LBCHBNASIX" 

This  afiiiir  of  the  shutters  liad  formerly  occupied  fhe  council-general 
Bill]  the  Temple  council,  and  at  tlie  dates  of  tlie  14th  and  IStli  DeecmW, 
1703,  we  iiud  two  decrees  "to  restore  the  shutters  against  the  winilows 
of  the  rooms  occupied  by  Simon  and  little  Capet,  and  make  thi>ni  such  as 
they  were  before  a  pfti't  was  taken  away." 
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The  yoimg  King's  misery. 

ered  liim  to  go  to  bed.     He  waa  aa  if  in  the  midst  of  some 

;litful  dream;  Iiis  spirit  floated  in  a  void,  surrounded  by 
ind  feara.  Solitude  weighed  upon  his  heart  like  a 
weight  of  lead.  Deprived  of  all  work,  all  play,  of  every  object 
that  might  occupy  hia  time,  every  word  that  might  arouse  his 
ear,  how  very  long  were  his  days !  Stili,  while  day  lasted,  he 
had  a  feeble  light  to  cheer  his  deserted  room.  To  see ! — it  is 
to  live,  to  think,  ta  possess,  to  defend  one's-aelf !  But  at  night! 
—at  night! — when  that  appearance  of  life  which  is  supported 
by  a  gleam  of  light  ceases,  when  darkness  and  silence  come 
to  separate  man  from  the  world  without,  and  shut  him  ia  with 
himself  1  Oh!  it  was  then,  above  all,  in  those  long  hours  which 
preceded  sleep,  that  bitter  reflection  came  upon  him,  and  the 
painful  fever  of  thought;  and  then  fear! — fear  as  constant  aa  a 
shadow,  as  dark  aa  the  night ! — fear,  with  its  vague  thieatcmnga 
and  intangible  phantasmagoria ! — fear,  abounding  in  excitement 
and  sudden  starts  and  perils !  Many  a  fancy  then  passed 
through  his  mind,  such  as  perhaps  his  most  inveterate  foe 
would  scarce  believe. 

Many  ibya,  many  nights,  passed  by:  not  a  \;oid,  not  a 
muirauv  waa  heard  from  the  prison.  Still  he  did  not  undei 
stand  why  they  wished  him  ill;  ho  did  not  understand  why  they 
injuied  hmi ,  he  felt,  deep  within  hia  heait,  his  desertion,  his 
apgiadatioD,  and  his  misery,  and  he  did  not  seek  to  explain 
them  to  himself:  he  accepted  his  sorrows  without  irritation 
against  that  rayaterious  association  which  had  made  him  an 
oiphan  The  trap-door  opened  every  day,  but  he  never  aslied 
fct  meicy  or  pity.  He  doubtless  thought  sometimes  of  his 
father,  but  without  an  idea  of  avenging  hia  death  ;  he  thought 
of  his  Maker,  but  aaked  from  Him  nothing  but  his  aid.  In 
his  young  breaat  was  nought  but  love  and  mercy,  and  none  but 
God  heard  his  sighs ! 

Meanwhile  Eobeapierre  and  Danton,  perceiving  that  Hebert 
and  his  partizana  were  endeavouring  to  exalt  the  authority  of 
the  Commune  of  Paris  above  that  of  the  Convention,  united. 
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notwithstanding  their  mutual  antipathy,  to  ruin  their 
enemies.     Hubert  and  the  H6bertists  were  suddenly  , 
&nd  were  condemned  to  death  on  the  4th  Germinal,  3nd  yi 
(24Ui  March,   1794).*  The  ruling  party  in  the    Coi 

*  The  official  warrants  for  execution,  ajid  tlie  rcglsterfl  of  their  deallia, 
give  their  names  in  the  following  order  : — 

1 .— Jacques-Iten^  H6beri,  suhstitute  of  tha  national  agent  of  the  Com- 
mune of  Fans,  aged  3S,  a  native  o{  Alengon,  department  of  Orue, 
refliding  at  Paris,  Bub  Neuve-de-1'Egalite. 

2. — Chnrlea- Philippe  Eonein,  before  the  Revolution  a  man  of  letters, 
then  a  commiBBary  at  war,  intendent  commisear;,  assistant  to  llis 
minister  at  war,  general  in  the  revolutionary  army,  aged  42  years, 
a  native  of  Soissons,  department  of  Aisnc,  residing  at  Paris,  So. 
27  Boulevard  Montmarf re. 

8, — Antfline-rran^Is  Momoro,  bookseller  and  printer,  and  adminlEtrator 
of  tlia  department  of  Paris,  aged  33  years,  a  native  of  Besan9Di), 
department  of  Donbs,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  7 1  Rue  do  la  Harpo. 

4. — Fran{ois-Nico]M  Vincent,  ex-clerk  b>  tlie  attomej-general,  afterwards 
member  of  tlie  Commune,  and  aeoretary-general  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, aged  27  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  there,  Bue  des 
Citoyennes,  secdon  of  Mutins  ScoBVola. 

S. — Miche!  Lanmur,  es-lieutenant-colonel  of  marines,  and  nolone!  of 
infantry  in  the  6thr^imentof  thearmy  of  the  north,  and  biigadier- 
general  aged  63  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  reading  there,  No.  42 
Ene  Croix-des-Pedts-Champs. 

6. — Jean-Conrad  Kock,  banker,  aged  38  years,  a  native  o'  Ulm,  in 
Holland,  inhabiting  France  anoe  1787,  residing  at  Pasay,  near 
Paris,  and  also  at  Parls.No.  314  Ene  Heuve-de-l'EgalitS. 

7. — Pierre-Jean  Proly,  merchant,  afterwards  editor  of  a  paper,  aged  42 
jBars,  native  of  Brnssels,  living  in  Jranee  since  1782,  residing  at 
Paris,  No.  7  Ene  Vivienne. 

6. — Francois  Deefieux,  wine-merchant  of  Bordeaui,  aged  39  years,   a 
,    native  of  Bordeaux,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  20  Eue  des  Fillea-Saint- 
Thoroas. 
8. — Anaoliarsis  Cloota  (Jean-Baptiste),  a  man  of  letters,  ex-deputy  in  the 
National  Convention,  aged  38  years,  a  naiive  of  Cloves  in  Bel- 
gium, 27  years  living  in  France,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  663  Kuc 
Mesnard. 
10.— Jacob  Peyrera,  tobaooo-manufaoinrer,    aged  61  years,  a  native  of 
Bajonne,  department  of  the  Lower  Pyrenees,  residing  at  Paris,  Ho, 
413  Rue  Saint-Denis,  section  of  Bon-ConseiL 
11.— Marie- Anrie-Catherine  Latreille,  aged  34  years,  a  native  ot  Monlreuil- 
Belley,  department  of  the  EhOne-et- Loire,  six  months  resident  at 
Paris,  Rue  el  Maison  Bossy,  wife  of  Queslinean. 
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pretended  that  a  plot  had  been  formed  between  Madame  la 
Comtease  de  Kochechouart  and  Hubert,  for  the  escape  of  the 

12, — Jeati-Anloine-riorent  Arnuuid,  medical  Btudent^  aged  20  jears,  a 
native  of  Chajlao,  department  of  Ardiehe,  one*'jear  resident  at 
Paris,  Bue  et  Maiaon  Bussj. 

13. — Jean-BupUsta  Auoard,  employed  in  ilie  Bearch  oommittco  of  tiie 
department  of  Paris  aged  52  yeara,  a  native  of  Gfrenoble,  depai't- 
mant  of  la^re,  residing  at  Paria,  Eae  des  Mauvaia-Garjona-SEunt^ 
Qermouii,  ex-jontneyman  glove-ciitter. 

14. — I'r^dfiric-Pierre  Dncroquet,  ex-lHurdressa",  wig-malier,  andperfiimer, 
and  ^ncs  commissary  for  monopolies,  aged  31  years,  a  native  of 
Antiena,  department  of  the  Somme,  residing  a^  Paria,  14c.  2  £ue 
du  PaoB,  section  of  Marat. 

15. — Armand-Hubert  leolerc  head  of  diviaon  in  the  war  department, 
aged  U  jearg,  a  native  of  Cany,  depEirtment  of  the  Lower  Seine, 
residing-  at  Paris,  No.  lO  Eue  Grange-Bateliiro,  and  formerly 
keeper  of  the  records  in  the  bishopric  of  Seaarais. 

16. — Jean-Charles  Bonrgeois,  ex-oahinet-makor,  employed  in  tlio  war 
offiee,  and  commanding  Ihe  armed  forces  of  Ma  section,  aged  26 
years,  a  native  of  Paria,  redding  there,  Rue  dea  Sana-Culottes 
(formerly  Guisarde),  aeotjon  of  Mutiua-SoieTola. 

17- — Albert  Maznel,  once  a  aboemiiker,  then  an  embroiderer,  afterwards 
aide-dt-camp  to  Bouehotte,  minister  at  war,  commanding  a  equad- 
ron  of  the  revolutionary  cavalry,  temporary  commandant  of  the 
Villo-Afljanclue,  aged  28  years,  a  native  of  Commune-Aifranehle. 

13. — Anloine  Desoomblc,  once  a  grocer's  shopman,  aged  39  years,  a  native 
of  Beaan^on,  department  of  DoubSj  residing  at  Paris,  Wo.  21 
Eue  Sainte-Croix-de-la-Btetonnerie,  section  of  the  Droits-de- 
I'Hommo. 

Ifl.— Pierrc-Ulric  Dtibuisson,  a  man  of  letters,  appointed  eommiaaary  at 
various  periods,  aged  48  years,  a  native  of  Laval,  department  of 
Mayenne,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  1447  Rue  Saint-Honor^. 
"Ixaminedthe  extract  of  the  sentence  of  the  revolutionary  criminal 
tribunal,  and  the  report  of  execution,  dal«d  the  4th  instant. 

(Signed)         "Wolff,  Scgiatrar's  Clerk. 
"  ISth  Germinal,  2nd  year  of  the  Republic 
"  Claubb-AntoihJ!  Deltroit,  Poblic  Ollicer." 

The  "HonUeHr"  of  the  6th  Germinal,  2nd  year,  said  that,  "Tho 
woman  Questineau,  having  declared  herself  to  be  with  child,  obtained  a 
reprieve."  Sotwithsfanding  tliis  we  aee  her  name  among  the  victims. 
The  ' '  Mmtiietir  "  adda  :— 

"CitiKen  Taboureau,  of  the  eeodon  of  Marat,  was  the  only  person 
accused  who  was  acquitted." 
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m  I  f i,uii!)  that  Hebert  as  a  lewiid  for  joining  this  plot, 
hod  aheady  reoei\ed  one  million  paid  by  the  allied  priucea, 
and  tliat  another  milhon  would  le  bestowed  on  him  after  the 
succe'^sful  issue  of  the  enterprise  Fuither,  it  vras  said,  the 
traitoi  struck  by  fear,  had  himself  denounced  the  conspiracy. 

Couthon,  the  worthy  friend  ef  Robespierre,  accused  Hubert 
loudly  at  the  tribune  of  the  Convention.  "An  attempt  has 
been  made,"  said  he,  "to  send  a  letter  and  a  packet  of  fifty 
g  Id  1  ui  t  th  h'ld  f  C  p  t  ■  th  T  mpl  tl  Ij  t 
fhwtoflttl  rft'i  h 

pir  t       1     m    f    m  1  tl     pi        1      tabl  h    g  If 

y    th      h  Id     p  ssarj  m      d      to    1 

11  t         f  th       g    t      T       bl  t  h      wh         h  d 

m    te    t    r       hm  1    n  last  b       h  — j 

h  II  p    u,l  1 

It  will  b  th  tth    f     1      d  d  pi     11  t  f 

littl     G  p  t    till    list    b  d    1     1  f    1      tv      t      Th 

ditthpbmm        ailm         ht  fmdto 

d  y      Th      lt,ht    t  f  comp  f      th      h  H  f 

L        \VI  w        gdl  m        OtlTtiCml 

(Sith  Maich),  that  16  to  say  thiee  daja  after  the  execution  of 
Hebert,  a  motion  was  made  for  renewing  the  committee  of 
seven  members  of  the  council-general  of  the  Commune,  who 
were  specially  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  Temple. 
',  of  the  section  of  Praternite,  was  proposed ;  hut  his 
s  opposed,  and  he  was  accused  of  having  ven. 
tured  to  pity  the  fate  of  little  Capet,  and  to  have  rather  acted 
as  a  spy  upon  his  colleagues  than  kept  watch  over  the  prisoner. 
Such  an  imputation,  as  may  readily  bo  conceived,  gave  rise 
to  warm  debates,  the  result  of  which  was,  to  exclude  Cresseiid 
from  the  council,  and  te  send  him  immediately  to  the  adrainis 
tvation  of  police. f 

•  Sitting  of  tlie2StUVertase,  2nil  jenr  (16th  March,  IM*). 
t  "  A  meniherhrought  several  very  serious  arausations  i^ainat  Cresseiiil, 
of  tile  Ejection  of  PraterniW,  a  member  of  the  council  proposed  to  he  sent  lo 
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In  the  course  of  the  next  montli  a  similar  esclusion  took 
place.  Another  commiasarj,  whose  behaviour  had  been  auch 
as  to  induce  Madame  Rojale  te  recommend  her  brother  to  his 
notice,  made  an  attempt  to  reason  against  the  solitary  im- 
prisonment, privation  of  fresh  air,  and  ahandoament  of  the 
son  of  Louis  XVI. :  he  was  immediately  dismissed  from  the 
council.  At  that  'era  of  liberty,  to  be  excluded  or  dismissed 
from  any  situation,  as  a  matter  of  course  transferred  the  delin- 
quent into  the  class  of  suspected  persons ;  from  this  there  ivas 
but  one  step  to  the  prison — one  step  from  the  prison  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal — and  the  revolutionary  tribunal  was  in- 
variably the  approach  to  the  scaffold. 

However,  Gressood  and  his  accomplice  did  not  pursue  this 
fatal  path  ;  their  examination  had  indeed  proved  that  they  were 
two  men  of  a  character  but  slightly  revolutionaiy,  bat  their  col- 
leagues, from  motives  of  personal  interest,  hesitated  to  enter 
upon  a  system  of  internal  proscriptions,  which  from  one  day 
to  another  might  attack  the  proscribing  persons  themselves. 
The  two  dismissed  members  were  not  put  in  prison ;  and 
their  esclusioa  fi-om  the  council  was  actually  the  means  of  sai-ing 
their  lives,  for  their  former  colleagues,  members  of  the  Com- 
mune, were  some  time  after\yards  borne  by  the  events  of  the 
9th  Thermidor  to  that  avenging  scaffold,  ascended  in  turn  by 
the  various  oppressors  of  France. 

Hebert's  death  had  given  a  taste  for  blood,  and  the  heads 
of  the  Mountain  began  to  devour  one  another ;  the  ambitious 
seemed  to  rise  to  power  only  to  pass  straight  on  to  the  scaffold. 
When  a  man  rises  so  rapidly  he  does  not  descend, — he  falls  ! 

tlie  Temple.  He  said  that  citizen  Cressend  had  taken  upon  him  to  com- 
paesionate  tlie  fate  of  little  Gapet^  aiid  Lad  made  a  list  of  the  members  of 
the  council  on  guard  at  the  Temple.  After  debate,  and  on  motion  of  several 
members,  the  council  deoreod  that  citizen  Cressend  be  escluded  from  the 
council,  and  that  ho  be  imraediatelj  sent  to  the  police  departmont,  with 
the  written  proofs,  and  that  seals  be  aOijed  to  his  papers." 

(Council-general  of  the  Commune,  sitting  of  the 
nh  Germinal,  2ud  yem- ;  27lh  March,  IT94.) 
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On  the  16th  Germisial,  2tid  year  (5tlx  April,  1794),  Danton 
waa  sent  to  his  doom  as  an  agont — (who  would  believe  it  ?) — 
employed  for  the  re-eatablishment  of  royalty !  Eohespierre 
gave  him  fourteen  companions  in  death  ;*  bnt  this  numerous 

•  We  give  the  mmes  ot  these  fifteen  men,  in  the  order  in  which  th^ 
were  written  in  ilie  report  of  their  eieontion,  and  in  the  official  certificate 
of  their  death. 
1. — Piiilippe-Iran^is-Naz^reFabreDlgliuitine,  formerly  aman  of  iettei's, 
and  a  depaty  in  the  National  Convention,  aged  39  years,  a  native 
of  Carcassonne,  reaiding  at  Paris,  Eue  Ville-l'EvSque. 
2. — Joseph  Launay,  a  lawyer,  and  deputy  in  the  National  Convention, 
aged  38  years,  a  native  of  Angers,  usually  resident  at  Antwerp  and 
at  Paris,  No.  6  Boulevard  Montmartre. 
3.— Frangois  Chabot,  formerly  a  capuchin  monk,  and  representative  of 
the  people,  aged  37  years,  a  native  of  Saint-Geniest,  department  of 
Aveyron,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  10  Rue  d'Anjou. 
4. — Lneie-Simplioe-Camille-Benoiat  Deamoulins,  ft  man  of  letters,  aged 

33  years,  a  native  of  Guist^  distriot  of  Vervins,  residing  al  Paris, 
Place  du  ThSS-tre-Frangais. 

S. — Jean-]?ran9ois  Lacroix,  soldier,  oaptiun  of  militia,  afterwards  a  lawyer, 

and  deputy  in  the  National  Convention,  aged  60  years  a  native 

of  Poni^Aiidemer,  department  of  the  Eure,  residing  at  Pir  s.  No  G 

Buo  Lazare. 
6.— Pierre  Plieiippeaux,  a  lawyer,  and  deputy  in  the  Ifationa!  Conventitn, 

aged  35  years,  a  native  of  FeixiSre,  department  of  the  Oiae,  resiling 

at  Paris,  No.  3  Rue  de  I'Eohelle, 
?.^Claude  Baau^e,  a  clerk  of  the  slate  archives  of  Burgundy,  com 

raandant  of  the  guard,  and  deputy  in  the  National  Conitntion, 

agud  29  years,  a  native  of  Dijon,  department  of  C3te  d  Or,  residing 

at  Pai'is,  Rue  Siunt-Picrre-Moiitniartre. 
3, —Marie-Jean  IMrauIt  de  SieheDes,  deputy  in  the  National  GumcntKn, 

aged  34  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  there.  No.  llEuo  Bnse 

du-Rempai'b. 
9. — Georges-Jacques  Danton,  depaty  in  the  National  Convention,  ^ed 

34  years,  a  native  of  Darcy-sor-Auho,  deparltnent  of  the  Aube,  re- 
siding at  Paris,  Bae  et  Section  do  Marat. 

10. — Maro-R«nfe   Sahuguet  Despagnae,   ei-abbe,  horse-dealer,   aged  41 

years,  a  native  of  Brie,  department  of  the  Correze,   residing  at 

Paris,  near  the  old  harrier,  Eue  de  PDniversitfi. 
11. — Simon  KoUoo  Jonias  Frey,  srmy  contractor,  aged  39  years,  a  native 

of  Brojen,  in  Moravia,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  19  Rue  d'Aiyou- 

Saint-Honor^. 
12.— Andrii-Marie  Gusraan,  nged  41  years,  a  native  of  Grenada,  in  Spain, 

naturalised  in  1751. 
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retinue  was  not  enough  for  the  great  founder  of  the  vcvolu- 
tionary  tribunal,  who  cried  out,  as  he  was  borne  along  on  the 
headaman's  cart:  "I  amdraggingEobespierreafter  me!  Eobes- 
pierre  ia  following  me  !"  Four  months  had  not  passed  away 
ere  the  prophetic  words  of  Danton  were  fulfilled. 

Datiton  is  one  of  the  most  striking  Tiotims  to  that  law  of 
retaliation  which  it  is  sometimes  the  wili  of  Providence  to  apply 
to  maoliind. 

On  the  Btb  July,  1703,  Danton  had  established  the  revo- 
lutionary tribunal,  and  on  the  5tb  April,  1794,  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal  sent  Danton  to  his  death. 

This  tribunal,  in  conformity  with  the  peculiar  rule  intro- 
duced by  Danton,  had  the  right  of  commanding  the  accused 
to  be  silent,  when  each  silence  suited  the  judges ;  and  when 
Daaton  was  accused  and  wished  to  defend  himself,  the  tribunal 
forbad  him  to  speak,  agreeably  with  the  law  Danton  himself 
had  made. 

Danton  had  aaid  on  several  occasions  r  "  All  wiU  go  well 
as  long  as  people  say  Eobespierre  and  Danton  ;  bat  woe  to  me 
if  tbey  ever  say  Danton  and  Robespierre !  In  revolutions,"  he 
also  exclaimed,  "  authority  devolves  to  the  greatest  scoundrel!" 

"  A  very  striking  singularity"  said  Eiouffe,*  "is  that  Danton, 

13.— Emmmiuel  Fray,  aged  97  years,  a  mitive  of  Brayen,  in  Moravia,  re- 
Biding  at  Paria,  Ho.  19  Kae  d'Anjou-Saint-Honore. 
li— Jtan-l'rSilerio  Deiderinolien,  batriator  in  the  oourt  of  the  King  of 
Denmark,  aged  51  years,  a,  native  of  luiembonrg,  stale  of  Hol- 
stein,  in  Denmark,  residing  at  Paris,  Hue  des  Petits-Augnatins. 
IS. — Prangois  Joseph  Weatermatin,  ex-aide-de-<!amp  to  I>oniouriez,  after- 
wards general  of  division,  aged  38  years,  a  native  of  Motzeim, 
deparfraent  of  tJio  Lower  Ehine. 

"  Examined  the  extract  from  tlifl  sentence  of  the  rwolntionary 
eriniinal  tribunal,  and  from  the  report  of  the  eiecution, 
dated  the  IGth  Ocrminal. 

(Signed)        "Leciotain,  Registrar. 
"Paris,  1th  Floreiil,  2nd  year  of  the  EepuHio. 
■' Ct*UDE-AKTOiBis  Deltkoit,  Public  OtGoer." 
•  "  Memoires  d'ni  Dilenu,  pour  leroir  i  I'Hislaire  de  la  TyraimU  da 
Bobespieire."  Page  03.    rarie,  Anjubault,  3rd  year. 


...Coogic 


i    THE    SEVKKTE  INT!' 


Hebert,  Ohaumette,  and  Eobespierre,  all  happened,  to  be 
brought  into  the  same  dungeon,  though  not  at  the  same  time. 
So  much  labour,  dissimulation,  extravagance,  and  crime,  re- 
sulted in  winning  for  them  four  feet  of  earth  at  the  Conciergerie, 
and  a  plank  on  the  Place  de  la  Revolution  I" 

The  prediction  of  Danton  was  repeated  some  days  after, 
wards,  on  the  24th  Germinal  (13th  April),  by  Chauniette,  who 
was  also  sent  to  tha  scaffold  by  Eobespierre,  in  company  with  the 
young  widow  of  Camille  Desmoulins,  Arthur  Dillon,  and  some 
others,  for  whose  accusation  another  crime  had  been  invented — 
that  of  "  the  conspiracy  of  the  prisons."*    "  The  enemies  of  the 

•  This  batch  was  composed  of  :— 
1. — Pliilibert  Simon,  deputy  in  the  Hational  Convention,   a  native  of 

Eenmjlly  (Mont-Blane),  residing  at  Paris,  Eue  Traversiere-Honoil. 
2. — Arthur  Dillon,  ex-genera!  of  division,   aged  13  years,  a  native  of 

Brajwiclt,  in  England,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  38  Sue  Jacob. 
3.— Jeon-Baptiats  Gobel,  focmalj  bishop  of  Paris,  ^ed  e'1  jenrs,  a 

iiativB  of  Thann,  department  of  fli©  Upper  Rhine,  residing  at  Paris, 

No.  18  Quai  de  fBgalite,  He  de  la  PraEernil6. 
I, — Jean-Michel  Bajsaer,   brigadier^neral  of  tho  armj  of  the  west, 

aged  40  years,  a  native  of  Kibeauviller,  in  Alsace,  department  of 

the  Upper  Rhine,  nsnall j  resident  at  Lorient. 
5.— Giispard  Chaomette,  national  agent  of  the  Commnne  of  Paris,  formerly 

attorney-general  of  the  add  Commune,  aged  31  years,  a  native  of 

Nevers  (NiSvre),  residing  at  Paris,  Rue  de  I'Observatoire,  at  the 

VisiLindines,  and  previously  in  Gie  Rue  ilu  Paon,  section  of  Marat, 
e. — Marie-Mfli^erite-FranfloiseGoupile,  agedaS  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 

and  residing  there,  Eue   Neuve-de-rEgalit^   Cour  des  Forges, 

widow  of  Hubert. 
I, — Jean-Baptiste-Ernest  Bncher,  commandant  of  the  National  Guard  of 

Mesiiil-Saint-Denis,  aged  48  yeors,  a  native  of  Amiens,  department 

of  the  Somme,  residing  at  Mesnil-Saint'Denie,  district  of  Vcrsiulles, 

department  of  the  Scine-et-Oise. 
8. — Jlatie-Maro-Antoino  Baras,  formerly  administrator  of  the  Toulouse 

district,  aged  30  years,  a  native  of  Tonlouse,  department  of  the 

Upper  GariBinc,  and  residing  there. 
9. — Jean-Jacques  lacombe,  living  on  bia  means,  aged  33  years,  a  native 

of  Cnjac  (Lot),  reading  at  Paris,  at  the  Maiaon  Gamie  des  Iran- 

5aia,  No.  30  Kue  de  Thionviile,  section  of  Marat. 
JO. — Jean-Manrioe-Fran{ois  Lehrassc,  lieutenant  of  gandarmerie  attending 

tiio  tribunals,  aged  31  years,  a  native  of  Bennes,  department  of 

De-et-Vilaine,  residing  at  Paris,  No,  27  Boe  JaoqucB. 
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Revolution,"  said  tie  victors  of  the  day,  "seem  to  revive  from 
their  asiiea ;  they  appear  again  and  again,  like  tho  polypus,  be- 
neath tlie  mutilating  instrument.''  And  that  very  fear  of  royalty 

1 1.— Anne-Luoiie-Pliilippe  Laridon  Dnplesnis,  aged  33  years,  a  native  of 
Paris,  residing  tliere,  Eue  du  Tlieatre-Franjaifl,  widow  of  Liicie- 
Simplice-Camille-Eenolt  Deamoidins. 

12.— Antoine  Diiret;  fldjntant^eneral  of  the  urmy  of  the  Alps,  Bged  44 
years,  a  native  of  Roanne-en-  Korea,  reeiding  at  Montbriasey,  de- 
partment of  the  Loire,  at  the  Unie  of  lua  arreEt  at  feure. 

13. — Guillaume  Loasalle,  navai  offictr,  aged  34  jears,a  natEve  ofBoalogne- 
flur-Mer,  department  of  the  Pas-de-CalmB,  residing  at  Paris,  Muison 
de  France,  Kae  Nenve-do-I'Bgalil6. 

14. — Alexandre  Noarry  Grammont,  an  officer  in  the  revolntionaiy  cavalry, 
and  formerly  employed  in  the  war-office,  aged  19  years,  a  nalive 
of  Limoges,  depariment  of  the  Upper  Vienn  es'J'ng  at  Paris 
Ho.  8  Passage  des  Petits-Per^  section  of  Go  11a   ne  T  H 

]  5. — Nourry  Grainraoiit,  formerly  an  actor  liclong  ng  t    the  M    f 

theatre,  aflerwards  adjutant-general  of  the  1  I  na  a  my 
aged  42  years,  a  native  of  La  Bochelle  (Loner  Chare  I  )  d  ng 
at  Paris,  Passage  des  Petita-PJrea,  section   f  C  uilaon  e  T  11 

IG, — Jean-Marie  Lepallus,  judge  of  tho  revolutionary  eomiu  ttee  f  F  we 
26  years  old,  a  nalive  of  Matour,  Charonne  dlst  t  depa  iment  of 
the  Saflue-et-Loive,  usually  residing  at  Seardor,  department  of 
the  Khflne-et-loire. 

II. — Jean-Pran^ols  Lambert,  turnkey  of  the  Luiemboui^  prison,  aged 
25  years,  a  native  of  Boisne,  department  of  the  Loiret,  residing  at 
Paris,  Eue  de  la  Convention, 

18. — Marie-Sfebasljen  Brumean  Laoroii,  member  of  the  revolutionary 
committee  of  the  section  of  Unity,  aged  26  years,  residing  at  Paris, 
Kue  dn  Colombier. 

Ifl EdmeKameau,  priest,  aged  41  years,  a  native  of  Auxetre,  department 

of  Tonne,  residing  at  Paris,  Eue  Sanvem'. 

SO. — Louis-Gaillaume-Andr^  Brossard,  seeretary  to  the  revolutionary  com- 
mittee of  the  town  of  PSrigneux,  i^ed  82  years,  a  native  of  Tferas- 
con,  department  of  (he  Dordf^e,  reaiding  at  P6rigiieul. 

21 Etienne  Eagondet,  formerly  a  horse-dealer,  commandant  of  the  bat- 
talion of  the  section  of  the  E^publique,  and  inspector  of  the  army 
wagons,  aged  46  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  at  Capy,  near 
Peronne,  department  of  the  Somme. 
"Examined  the  extract  of  the  sentence  of  the  revolutionary  criminal 

tribunal,  and  the  report  of  the  esecutjon,  dated  the  24tli  Germinal. 
(Signed)        "Leoriyain,  SeglBtrar. 
'*  7th  Foreal,  2nd  year  of  the  Eepublio. 
"  Claiibb-Antoinb  Deltroit,  Public  Officer." 
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only  proved  tUe  moral  existence  of  royalty :  tlie  shadow  of  a 
child,  sliut  up  within  four  walk,  was  sufficient  to  disturb  the 
repose  of  the  anarchists  and  excite  the  hopes  of  the  Tend6ana. 
Although  Chaumette  and  Hebert  had  disappeared  from  the 
councils  of  the  Commune,  the  Temple  was  more  than  ever 
subjected  to  the  strictest  investigations  and  severest  regu- 
lations.* Madame  Elizabeth  could  now  no  longer  obtain  any 
account  of  her  nephew ;  Madame  Royale  no  more  pronounced 
her  brother's  name  without  encountering  a  silent  refusal  to 

■  This  rigour  waa  sometimes  carried  to  a  tHiculons  extremity,  and  dis- 
played itaelf  dtuly  bj  sereral  new  decrees.    We  give  two  documents,  which 
will  give  Bome  idea  of  those  whieh  we  do  not  quote. 
"  Comronne  of  Paris. 
"19th  Plaviase(?fh  February,  1794),  2ntlye[ir  of  the  French  Eepnblic, 
one  and  indivisible. 
''Extraot  from  the  register  of  the  daiiberations  of  the  couneil^neraL 

"The  Temple  couiioil  gives  notjoe  that  citizen  Lunglois  brought  a 
bottle,  holding  about  h3lf-a.-piat,  sealed  with  a  seal  formed  of  several  letters 
which  we  could  not  make  out,  and  on  which  was  a  label,  with  the  words, 
'  Broth  for  Marie-Th^rase." 

"  The  SMd  Langloia  having  been  questioned  as  to  what  orders  he  had 
had  to  bring HUob  broth,  stated  tiiatibr  about  four  or  five  monllis  he  had  been 
in  the  constant  habit  of  bringing  it  without  huidrance  or  opposition, 

"  The  Temple  council,  taHng  into  consideration  that  no  medical  officer 
has  ordered  the  broth  mentioned  above,  and  Capet's  dangbter  and  her 
aunt  enjoying  perfect  healtli,  as  the  council  of  tliia  day  has  ascertained  : 

"Considering  that  it  can  be  only  from  a  kind  of  habit,  and  quite 
unnecessarily  that  the  use  of  this  broth  has  been  persisted  in,  and  that  it  is 
at  onoe  the  interest  of  the  republio  and  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  to  pat  a 
stop  to  abuses  of  all  kinds,  as  soon  as  they  are  informed  of  them : 

''DecreeJj  thaf^  &om  this  day  forth,  the  use  of  all  medicaments  th^ 
may  be  brought  fo  the  Temple  for  any  person  whatsoever  be  suspended, 
and  Uio  matter  referred  to  the  oonncil-general  of  the  Commune,  to  decide 
definitively  as  may  appear  best  to  them.  ■ 

"  The  council  adopts  the  decree  of  the  Temple  council  in  its  fullest 

(Signed)        "  Ltibis,  Vice-rresident. 

*'  DonAi  Cdbibbbs,  Depiity  Seoretarj-Begistrar. 
' '  Exact  copy  ; 
"  DoRAT  CuBlBBBS,  Deputy  Seoretarj-Registrar." 
"Thesecretarj-regisirar  informs  the  council  that,  in  eSoontion  of  one  of 
them  previous  decrees,  he  has  pHrohassd  two  ivory  thimbles  for  the  Temple 
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answer,  or  an  insulting  reply.  Terror  was  on  all  sides.  From 
the  scaffold, — their  bloody  fortress, — the  minority  commanded 
the  whole  nation  to  be  silent,  bad  liberty  bow  the  knee,  and 
humanity  veil  her  face  and  suhmit  Ki  laws  of  blood.  The 
prisons,  on  one  ocoaaion,  had  been  cleared  to  their  iitnermost 
recess;  and  now,  if  they  were  filled  once  more  by  suspicion, 
tlie  headsman's  hand  was  quite  equal  to  clearing  them  again. 
The  Collot  d'Herbois,  Leboas,  Saint^Justs,  and  Carriers, 
will  bear  terror  and  death  into  the  great  cities  ;  and  the  blood- 
stain that  fell  on  one  square  in  Paris  will  spread  and  spread 
until  it  covers  the  whole  of  Finance.  The  guillotine,  taldng  its 
place  in  the  public  squares  amid  a  lake  of  blood,  its  indefa- 
tigable blade  will  fall  and  rise  and  fail  again  unceasingly, 
between  its  two  pillara  and  its  moistened  grooves.  Magistrates 
and  generals,  clei^y,  common  people,  nobles,  citizens,  peasants, 
young  girls  in  the  spring-tide  of  their  lives,  old  men  tottering 
on  the  verge  of  the  grave, — all  perished  together  in  the  harvest 
of  death,  a  population  of  martyrs  following  the  pilgrim  path 
pursued  by  thoir  King  and  Queen.  The  sublime  task  that 
M.  de  Malesherbes  had  accomplished  had  just  received  its 
rewai^d  on  the  scaffold,*  3rd  Ploreal,  3ud  year  (aSnd  April, 

prisoners ;  and  that  he  will  carry  the  gold  thimWe  to  the  mint  to-morroiv, 
ill  onler  that  its  value  may  be  distributed  according  to  the  dhectioiia  of  the 

' '  The  eouiicil^eneral  aetnowkdges  the  declaration  of  the  secrefarj- 

(Connoil-general  of  tho  Commnne,  flitting  of  tlie  8th  Germinal, 
2nd  jear  ;  Friday,  28tli  March,  1794.) 
•  The  registers  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  give  the  names  of  his 
eompjtiions  in  inisfortnne  {among  whom  we  find  those  of  his  danghter,  his 
granddaughter,  and  grandson)  in  the  following  ortler  : 
1. — Jacq^ues  Duval  Despr^menil,  ex-member,  aRed  18  jeara,  a  native  of 
Pondich^ry,  redding  at  M&iflbu,  commune  of  the  Armude,  depart- 
ment of  the  Lower  Seine. 
3. — Jscquea-GuiltBmne  Thouret,  ex-conatituent,  ex-president  of  the  abro- 
gatorj  tribunal,  nged  48  years,  a  native  of  Poni-l'Evfiqne,  depart- 
ment of  Calvados  residing  at  Paris,  No  21  Boo  des  Petits- 
Auguatms. 
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Kffect  nf  the  massacres. 

1794),  I  do  not  like  to  hear  it  said  tliat  Prance,  attacked  by 
the  rest  of  Europe,  owed  her  triumph  to  her  excesses  !  No! 
it  was  not  the  massacres  of  September  that  saved  Uberty  from 
destruction,  not  tlie  executioner's  hand  that  called  into  life 
the  heroism  of  our  armies ;  let  us  not  lie  to  history,  nor  calum- 
niate patriotism.  On  the  contrary,  to  be  just,  we  ought  to  say 
to  the  dictators  of  that  period:  "  The  exploits  of  France  against 
a  fore^n  foe  may  barely  atone  for  your  crimes  against  your 
fellow-citizens  ;  hervictoriea  were  multiplied  in  vain,  they  could 

3. — Isaac-Een^-Gni  teobappelier,  Kt-membar,  aged  80  jears,  a  native  of 
Bennes,  department  o(  the  Ile-et-Vilame,  residing  there,  and  also  at 
Paris,  Rue  Montmartre. 
4. — Franjois  Hell,  ftmnetly  attorney-general  syndic  of  tbe  states  of 
Alsace,  grand  bailiff  of  LaniHreB,  and  administrator  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Upper  Rhine,  aged  83  years,  a,  nalive  of  Keseiiiheim, 
in  the  above  department,  residing  at  Paris,  Bue  HelvStiue. 
6.— Chreti^n-GQillaame  Lamoignon  Malesherbea,  ex-noble,  and  ex-minis- 
ter lo  the  tyrant,  aged  72  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  reading  at  Male, 
sherbes,  department  of  the  Lolret. 
6. — Antoinette-Margaerile-Thferiine  Lamoignon  Malesherbes,  a  natire  of 
Paris,  residing  at  Maleaheibec,  department  of  the  Loiret,  iridow  of 
Lepelletier  Bozambo. 
7. — Aline-TherSse  Lepelletier  Rozambo,  aged  S3  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
residing   at   Malesherhes,  department  of  the  Lojret,  married  to 
Chdteatibriand. 
8. — Jean-Baptiste-Augusle  Chfiteanbriand,  ex-noble,  and  ex-captain  of 
cavalry,  aged  34  years,  a  native  of  Saint-Malo,  department  of  the 
Ile-el-Vilaine,  residmg  at  Malesherbcs,  department  of  the  Iioiret. 
9. — Diane- Adelaide  B«ehechouart,  ex-noble,  ^ed  62  years,  a  native  of 
Paris,  residing  there,  Bue  Grange-BateliSre,  widow  of  Duchatelet, 
JO. — Beatrix  Choiseul,  ex-noble,  aged  64  years,  a  native  of  Lunfivillo, 

residing  at  Paris,  Bne  Glrange-Bateli^re,  m{e  of  Orammoitt. 
11. — Viotoire  Boucher  Boehcehouart,  ex-noble,  aged  40  years,  a  native  ol 

Paris,  residing  there.  Rue  du  Mont-Bftno, '  widow  of  Pontville. 

i2. — Louis-Pierre  Moneeet,  carpenter,  and  fovraerlj  attorney-general  of  the 

commane  of  Donnery,  aged  43  years,  a  native  of  Saint-Marceau- 

d'  Olleajis,  department  of  the  Loiret,  residing  at  tlie  said  Donnery. 

"Kiamined  the  eslrnctof  the  sentence  of  the  criminal  revolutionary 

tribunal,  in  date  of  the  3rd  instant. 

(Signed)  "  Lecbivais,  Ecgisfi.Lr. 

•'  J3th  Flor&d.  3nii  year  of  the  Bepnblio. 
"  Clatjdb-Aktoimb  DELTRorr,  Public  Officer." 
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not  equal  the  number  of  jour  assassinations,  and  her  glorious 
ritaiidard  had  not  folds  enougli  to  hide  the  political  diagiace  with 
which  you  polluted  the  country  !" 

Ever  siQoe  the  death  of  the  Queen,  the  two  august  jiiisonera 
hil  bcon  in  i  state  ot  total  ignorance  as  to  how  matters  went 
mthjut  tht.  Temple  tower  As  I  have  said  they  could  not 
•  \en  learn  what  passed  imm''diately  Leside  them,  m  the  room 
f  the  young  orphan  they  lived  oa  then  reuillectiona  and 
leiib  mingled  but  very  shgbtly  with  hopes  for  the  future  but 
entirely  submissive  to  the  mil  of  God  It  is  to  this  state 
ct  pious  resignation  th^t  we  owethebeiutjfulprajer  of  llidamo 
Lhzabeth  preserved  to  us  by  histoiy  Hei  devotion  to  her 
blotter  had  induced  hei  to  remain  at  umrt  in  foimei  times 
lilt  she  had  hved  there  only  to  take  her  part  m  tnl  uUtion 
iul  wetpiiig  And  now  Madame  Ehzabeth  emplojed  all  the 
persi  asion  of  tenderness  all  the  subbmitj  of  religion  all  the 
onaflatijn  of  feeling  and  sympathy  to  form  the  muid  and 
heait  of  her  loyal  niece,  of  whom  the  headsmans  h'uid  bad 
niide  hei  the  second  mothei 

The  storm  she  h'id  expected  to  close  or  vsjy  her  lot  mas 
a  f  n  to  buist  upcn  her 

On  the  ^Oth  Flortal,  3nd  year  (9tb  May  1874),  towards 
^e\eii  0  clock  in  the  evening  the  ushei  Monet  lepaired  to  the 
lemple  accompanied  bv  citizens  Fontaine  adJutan^general  of 
Titt  Uery  of  the  Pansiaii  army  and  Parailli^e  aide-de-cjimp  to 
General  Henriot,  He  presented  aletter  from  Fouquier-Tinville, 
public  accuser  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  to  the  members  of 
the  council,  Mouret,  Eudes,  Magendie,  and  Godefroi,  retjuir- 
ing  them  to  give  up  the  sister  of  Louis  Capet  into  the  hands 
of  the  persons  above-mentioned,* 

The  Princess  was  preparing  to  go  to  bed  when  she  beavd 
the  bolts  drawn,  and  hastily  threw  on  her  dress.  "  Citiaeness, 
come  down  stairs  directly,  thou  art  wanted,"  said  her  ill-omened 

"  KepOTt  of  the  removnl  of  Elizabeth-Miirie  Capet  to  the  Conciergerie. 


„  Google 


■visitors  to  her  roughly.  "Will  my  niece  remain  here?" 
"  That  13  no  husinesa  of  thine ;  she  will  he  attended  to  after- 
wards." Madame  Elizabeth  embraced  the  young  orphan,  and 
sdd  to  her,  to  calm  her  aniiety,  "  Be  composed,  I  shall  come 
up  again  I  "  "  No,  thou  ivilt  not  come  up  again,"  replied  com- 
missary Eudes,*  "take  thy  cap,  and  come  along."  She 
obeyed,  and  raising  Madame  Koyale,  who  was  falling  into  her 
ftrms,  she  bad  her  "have  courage  and  firmness,  to  hope  ever  in 
God,  to  make  use  of  the  true  principles  of  religion  imparted  to 
her  by  her  parents,  and  to  be  faithful  to  the  last  exhortations  of 
her  father  and  mother."  The  aunt  and  niece  remained  for  a 
moment  loejied  in  each  other's  embrace ;  then  the  aunt,  tearing 
herself  away  from  the  ai'ms  that  held  her  fast,  moved  with  a 
rapid  step  towards  the  outer  door,  saying  again,  "  Think  of 
your  God,  my  child !  "     And  Madame  Elizabeth  was  goae. 

She  was  conducted  into  the  council-room  at  the  foot  of  the 
stMrs,  and  tbere,  while  the  warrant  of  her  discharge  from  the 
jailer  was  being  drawn  up,  her  pockets  were  searched,  and  she 
was  loaded  with  insults.  In  a  heavy  rain  she  crossed  the 
garden  and  the  outer  court-yard,  then  being  placed  in  a 
hackney  coach,  with  the  usher  of  the  tribunal  and  the  two 
ofiicers,  was  driven  to  the  Conciergerie.  He  e  she  nde  ent  an 
examination  by  Gabriel  Deliego,  vice-p  es  de  t  of  tl  e  evolu- 
tionary tribunal,  and  next  day  was  brougl  t  heto  e  her  judges, 
accused  of  being  an  accomplice  in  the  crimes  of  he  family. 
Chauveau-Lagarde,  who  was  appointed  to  the  ofBce  of  defend- 
ing her,  observed  that  there  were  neither  any  documents  nor 
any  witnesses  for  the  trial;  and  that,  in  a  case  where  there  was 
no  legal  element  of  conviction  whatever,  there  could  be  no 
legal  conviction.  He  concluded  as  follovra : — "  She,  who  at  the 
court  of  France  was  deemed  the  most  perfect  model  of  every 
virtue,  cannot  be  the  enemy  of  Frenchmen."    Dumas.f  who 

•  Guillotined  on  tlie  lltli  Tl^ermidor,  Snd  year  (S9th  Julj,  1794]. 
^  RenS- Francois  Dumas,  put  out  of  the  pale  of  IJie  law  and  guillotined, 
10th  ThCTmidor,  2nd  jeav  (2Sth  July,  17B1). 
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jieided  c\er  tlie  tiibunal  ro=e  up  mdi^nantlj  lad  Moleiitly 
repioaLhed  tlie  counoei  for  the  defence  for  corrupting  public 
murality  All  ths  formulte  \>eie  abriJged  and  the  useless 
dibCussioTi  wag  sonn  ck^td  in  whii^h  all  oouferenee  between 
the  aaused  unA  her  louhscI  had  lepn  prohibitel  and  the 
sentence  of  death  -n  ia  pronounced  Tweet;  foui  othei  persons 
had  heen  asaouiated  with  her  in  her  coaung  fate  ''  ^\hen  she 
WIS  tahen  to  them  Madame  Elizabeths  touching  resignation 
e  lifted  them  all  In  the  tumbril  that  took  them  to  ttxeavt 
taun  he  exhorted  ind  coosoled  them  On  reaching  the  foot 
of  the  scaltold  the  women  among  whom  ■aere  Malame  de 
Sen  zan  the  \eneiahle  biater  of  M  de  Maleshorbea  and  the 
mdow  of  M  de  Jloatminn  tormeily  mniiatcr  fo!  foreign 
aftnrs  beggpd  her  peimiasiun  to  embiace  hei  which  she 
f,ianted    encouraging  tht,m  with  her  usual  kindnoss      It  la 

•  We  think  it  right  to  give  the  nameE  of  all  those  who  hiid  Ihe  glory  of 

aliaring  the  martyrdom  of  Madame  Elizabeth  ;  it  is  irat  JDBt  that  those  vio- 

tims  should  keep  in  history  the  place  thej  held  beside  her  on  the  aoaffold. 

1. — Eliaabeth-Marie-Hiline  Capet,  sisler  of  Louis  Capet,  aged  30  years, 

a  native  of  Vera^lles,  department  of  the  Seine-et-Oiae,  residing  at 

2.— Anne  Duiraes,  aged  55  years,  a  native  of  Keisnilh,  in  Germany, 

residing  at  tho  Montagne-du-Bon-Air,  department  of  the  Scine-et- 

Oise,  widow  of  Laigle,  ei-marquis. 
3. — lonis-Eemardin  Leneuf  Som-deval,  ei-eonnt,  aged  'BS  years,  a  native 

of  Caen,  department  of  Caltadoa,  residing  at  Chatoo,  department  of 

the  Seine-et-OiSE.  o 

4. — Anne-Nicole  lamoignon,  aged  7fi  yeats,  tt  native  of  Paris,  residing 

there,  widow 'of  Scnozan,  ex-marquis, 
5. — Chinde- Louise- Ang^lique  Bersin,  ei-marchioness,  aged  M  years,  a 

native  of  Paris,  residing  there,   the  wife  of  Cmasol  d'Amboise, 

living  separated  from  him. 
e, — Georges  Folloppe,  apothecary,  ei-mimicipal  officer  of  the  CoTomune, 

aged  64  years,  a  uative  of  Eoalalis,  near  Yvetot,  reading  at  Paris, 

Rne  et  Porto  llonori 
7.— Denise  Banrd,  aged  63  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  there,  No. 

GJ4  Rne  Florentin. 
8. — Louis-Piarre- Marcel  Letellier,  surnamed  Bnllier,  formerly  employed 

in  the  elothiog  department  for  the  troops,  aged  31  years  and  a- half, 

a  native  of  Parie,  residing  there.  No.  874  Eae  Florentin. 
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said  that  on  this  day,  as  the  number  of  the  condemned  was 
considerable,  a  bencli  had  been  placed  for  them  to  sit  upon. 
The  victims  rose,  one  by  one,  whea  their  names  were  called, 

9, — Charles  Cressj  Champmilon,  ei-noble,  and  focmerlj  a  naval  ofEoei', 
aged  33  years,  a  native  of  Oourfun,  near  Sens,  department  of  Yonne, 
residing  there. 

, — Theodore  Hall,  manufacturer  and  meroliant,  aged  26  jears,  a  native 
of  Seuzy,  department  of  Yonne,  residing  there. 

. — Alexander-Frani^is  Lomenie,  ex-coant,  and  es-colonel  of  tlie  chas- 
seur regiment  called  that  of  Champagne,  aged  36  years,  a  native  of 
Marseilles,  residing  at  Bcienne,  department  of  the  Aube. 
13. — Lonis-Marie-Athnnaso  Lomenie,  es-minister  of  war  and  mayor  of 
Brienne,  aged  64  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  at  iiricnne, 
department  of  the  Anbe. 
iS. — Antoino-Hngues-Caliite  Montmnrln,  second  lieutenant  in  the  6th 
regiment  of  mounlfld  ehaaseurs,  aged  33  years,  a  native  ot  Ver- 
sailles, department  of  the  Seine-et-Otse,  residing  at  Passy. 

. — Jean-Baptiste  Lhoalo,  a^eni  and  eteward  to  Megret  de  Shrilly,  aged 
47  jears,  a  native  of  Forgire,  residing  at  Paris. 

. — Martial  Lomenie,  ex-noble,  and  uoadjntcr  of  the  bishopric  in  the 
department  of  Yonne,  aged  SO  years,  a  native  of  Marseilles,  residing 
at  Sens, 

, — Anloine-Jean-Franjois  Megret  de  Shrilly,  formerly  treasurer-general 
at  war,  and  afterwards  a  farmer,  aged  48  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
residing  at  Passy,  near  Sens, 

. — Anloine-Jean-Marie  M^ret  Detigny,  ex-noble,  and  formerly  assistant 
brevet-major  to  t!io  e.t-regiment  of  French  Guai'ds,  aged  48  years, 
a  uative  of  Paris,  residing  at  Sens. 

. — Charles  Lomenie,  ex-knigbt  of  the  orders  of  Saint-Louis  and  Cinoin- 
natus,  aged  S3  years,  a  native  of  Marseilles,  residing  at  Briemie, 
department  of  the  Aube. 

. — Fran^ise-Gabrielle  Tannelfe,  aged  50  years,  a  native  of  Chodieu, 
department  of  the  Puy-de-DSine,  residing  in  the  bouse  of  Megret 
de  SMIy,  at  Passy,  department  of  Yonne,  widow  of  Montmorin, 
minister  for  foreign  aliairs. 

. —  Anne-Maria-Chai'lotte  Ijomenie,  aged  29  yenrs,  a  native  of  Paris, 
residing  at  Sens  and  Paris,  No.  18  Rue  Georges,  eectioa  of  Moot- 
Blanc,  divorced  wife  of  the  emigi'ont  Oanizy. 

. — Marie- Anne-Cathei'ina  Bosset,  aged  14  years,  a  native  of  Roohefort, 
department  of  the  Charente,  residing  at  Sens,  wife  of  Charlea- 
Christophe  Kosset  Cercy,  ei-naval  officer,  an  emigrant. 

. — Elizabeth -Jacqueline  Lhermltfe,  aged  6fi  years,  wife  of  the  ex-connt 
EoBset,  ei-noble,  and  formerly  lieutenant- colonel  of  carbineers,  an 
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and  as  they  passed  before  Madame  Elizabeth  all  bowed  low 
before  tliey  ascended  the  scaffold,  Madame  Elizabeth  was 
tlic  last. 

The  galea  of  the  Temple  had  closed  agaia  upon  the  young 
Marie-ThSrese,  who  was  doomed  henceforth  to  struggle  alone 
against  distress  and  iniquity.  The  hours  were  now  to  strike  upon 
the  ear  of  the  sister  in  soUtude,  as  had  beea  the  case  with 
her  brother  since  the  30th  January,  1794  ;  but  the  sister  stili 
saw  either  the  spy  who  watched  her  or  the  turnkey  who 
brought  her  food ;  whilst  her  poor  little  brother,  cut  off  from 
all  communication  with  humanity,  like  the  leper  of  the  middle 
ages,  knew  not  even  the  countenances  of  the  wretches  who 
used  to  wake  him  up  at  night,  or  who  by  day  would  bring  him 
food  to  give  him  strength  for  further  eaduraace. 

While  Madam.e  Elizabeth  was  at  the  guillotine,  Madame 
Eoyale  asked  the  municipals  what  had  become  of  her ;  they  told 
her  she  had  gone  out  to  take  the  air.  Madame  Boyale 
renewed  her  entreaties  to  be  united  to  her  mother  again,  as 
they  had  separated  her  aunt  from  her;  they  replied  that  they 
would  talk  it  over. 

Next  day,  that  is,  on  the  Sand  Floreal  (11th  May),  she 
received  a  visit  from  Eobespierre,  Not  one  word  did  she 
address  to  him ;  she  merely  handed  him  a  paper  on  which  she 
had  written  the  words ; — ■ 

"My  brotiier  is  iU.     I  wrote  to  the  Convention  for  per- 

23.— Iiouis-Claude  lliermitte  ChamlierfTand,   ex-canon  of  the  eathedra! 

of  Sens,  ei-noble,  aged  60  years,  a  nafive  of  Sens, 
24, — Anne-Marie-louise  Thomas,  aged  31  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  resid- 
ing at  Passj,  in  the  department  of  Yonne,  wife  of  Megret  36rilly. 
25,— Jean-Baptiste  Dnbois,  servant  to  Megret  Delignj,  aged  ilyears,  a 
native  of  lU^rfit,  district  oTBeims,  depaittnent  of  the  Illame,  resid- 
ing in  the  hoosc  of  the  said  Megret  Detigny. 
"Examined  the  extract  of  the  sentence  of  the  criraina!  revolutionary 
tribunal,  and  report  of  the  eiecntion,  dated  21  st  Flor^al. 
(Signed)  "Lbcbivain,  E^strar. 

"  CLiUDE-ANTOlNB  Dbltroit,  Pubiic  Officer." 
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mission  to  go  and  nurse  him  the  ConTention  has  miile  no 
reply,  and  I  now  repeat  my  request  " 

After  having  given  this  papei  she  turned  away  hei  head, 
and  began  to  read  again.  Frightful  e\ents  were  folloningeaoli 
other  without  intermisaion ;  hlood  waa  flowing  m  every  city, 
mourning  had  entered  every  house  But  the  terrible  occur 
rencies  passing  noisily  in  the  stieetB  stifled  sobs  and  groinmg 
To  depict  those  days  of  miseiy  unexampled  in  hiatoiy,  the 
voice  of  the  people  could  find  no  name  so  apt  as  that  of 
"Terror."  The  slightest  suspicion  of  attachment  to  lOyalty 
sufBced  to  open  the  prison  and  prepaie  the  blooK  Tet  rojalty 
till  po  d      m    f       d         dy  to  devote  themselves  l«  ber 

te  b  pi     1 1       rt    f  tatality  accompinied  a51 

tl  11  plan  w!  h  w  Iw  j  U  f  rmed,  or  disconcerted  or 
I  tray  I  M  1  B  n  d  B  t  3  one  of  the  most  mde- 
f  tl  hi  tl  nd  li  11  1  f  h  praiseworthy  conapiiateis 
H     1 1  ts   bk    1      p  p  d  the  investigations  of  the 

C  mm  F  t  b  lie    to    retaliate    on  this 

n      bl  my    P  b    (  It  avenged  himself  on  his 

Idw  dhhhns    mhl  d  a  multitude  of   vn  tims 

d    tin  d  t      h    h    d  maj  A  leport  was  made  to  the 

C  tl      by  El     L       t  tl     36th  Prairial,  3ad  jeai 

(1-llh  June,  1794),  n  th  j  t  mes  of  the  committees  of 
public  welfare  and  general  a<ifety  This  leport,  which  was 
as  long  as  it  was  incoherent,*  handed  over  to  the  levolutionaiy 
tiibunal  numberless  victims/1-  stiingeis  to  each  other,  diffeient 

•  See  the  " Canjuration  de  Bats,  aula  Jmrnh  des  Soicmte,"  ni\Ais\\<.l 
in  1T95.     Svo. 

+  We  give  their  names  aa  they  appear  m  the  ofEtial  atatementa  of  tlieir 

execution  and  decease.    Among  these  fittj  four  iiotima  there  were  tlirre 

joung  men  of  from  17  to  23,  and  three  jomy  b  omen  of  from  18  fo  20 

yeara  of  age. 

1. — Henry  Admiral,  aged  60  years,  a  naine  of  Anzolet,  depoitment  )f 

Puy-de-D8rae,  residing  at  Paris,  No   i  Eue  Pavait,  former]]  a 

sorvaut^  afleraaids  attached  to  the  ex  royal  lotterj  m  the  capacity 

of  a,  olerki 
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in  position,  nmk,  and  opinion,  and  yet  accused  by  the  com- 
mittees of  having  acted  as  acconipliceB ;  condemned  to  .death 

2. — Francois  Cardinal,  tutor  and  sehoBlraaster,  aged  40  years,  a  native 
of  Biisaiire,  ilepartment  a!  Ihe  Upper  Mame,  residing  at  Paris, 
No.  7  EuB  da  Tracy. 
3. — Pierre-Balthaflard  Eoii'ael,  i^ed  2C  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing 

tiiere.  Ho.  70  P.ue  HelvfitJus. 
4. — Marie-Snaanne  Chevalier,  aged  3*  jears,  a  native  of  Savnt-Sauvaii, 
department  of  Vienna,  residing  at  Paria,  No.  47  £ue  Cliabannais, 
wife  of  Lamartiniire,  Irom  whom  she  has  been  separated  three 
jears. 
5. — Claude  Paindavoine,  !^ed  6S  years,  a  natire  of  Lgpine,  department 
of  tiio  Mame,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  19  Bue  Neave-dea-Pttitt- 
Champs,  port«r  to  the  ex-lottery  house. 

8 Aim^Cfitile  Renault,  aged  SO  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing 

there,  Hoe  de  b  Lanteme,  daughter  of  Antoine  It«nault. 
7. — Antoine  Renault,  paper  and  card  maker,  aged  62  years,  a  native  of 

Paris,  residing  there,  Ene  de  la  Lanterne,  section  of  the  Citfe. 

8.~-Antoine-Jacciue3  RenauU,  stationer,  aged  31  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 

residing  there,  Kue  do  la  Lanterne,  son  of  Antoine  Benanlt, 

9. Edme-Jeane  Renault,  formerly  a  nun,  aged  60  years,  a  native  of 

Paris,  leaiding  ther^  No.  698  Rue  Babylone. 
10,— Jean-Baptiste  Portebceuf,  ^ed  43  years,  a  native  of  ThoirS,  depart- 
ment of  the  Lower  Seine,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  510  Rue  Honors. 
U.— Andre  Sointanac,  student  in  aurgery,  employed  in  the  military  hos- 
pital of  Ciioiay-snr-Swne,  ^ed  22  years,  a  native  of  Bordeaux, 
department  of  the  Bee  d'AmbJs,  residing  at  the  said  Choisy,  and 
previously  at  Paris,  in  famished  lodj^ngs.  Rue  Qaineampoix. 
12 Anne-Madeleine- Lucile  Parmeuljer,  aged  52  years,  anadve  of  Cler- 
mont, department  of  the  Oise,  residing  at  Paris,  Ho.  510   Rue 
Honor6,  wife  of  Alexandre  Lemoine  Crfey. 

13. Franfois  Lafosse,  head  of  the  detective  police  of  Paris,  aged  44  years, 

a  native  of  Versailles,  department  of  Srfne-et-Oise,  residing  at 
Paris,  No.  32  Rue  du  Faubourg  du  Temple. 
H. — Jean  .Louis-Michel  Devanx,  clerk,  aged  42  years,  a  native  of  Don- 
lone.  department  of  the  Somme,  residing  at  Paris,  Rub  Barbe, 
section  of  Bonne  Houvelle. 
15.— Louis-Eustaehe- Joseph  Potier  (Delille),  aged  44  years,  a  native  of 
Lille,  departcoent  of  the  North,  residing  at  Paris,  Ruo  Pavart; 
printer,  and  member  of  the  revolntionary  committee  of  the  Lepel- 
letler  eeclJon. 

16. Fraugois-Chorles-Virot  Sombrenil,  ex-governor  of  Ihe  Invalides,  aged 

74  years,  a  native  of  Insishain,  department  of  the  Upper  Rhine, 
and  residing  at  the  national  efltablisbment  of  the  Invalides. 
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"  by  amalgamation,  and  in  a  mass,"  to  use  ilie  expression  of 
Fou[iuier-Tiiiville,tlie7  were  eseouted  on  39tli  Praiiial,  Sad  year 

17. — Stanlaks  Virot  Sombreuil,  aged  26  years,  a  native  of  Ledioisier, 
dopnriruent  of  Upper  Vvenne,  residing  at  Passy,  ex-eaptain  of  Jiua- 
sars,  and  evcaptain  of  the  National  Guard  of  Pois»y. 

18.— Jean-Gilet  Henoc  Rohan  Rochefort,  ej-noble,  residing  at  Rouhetort, 
department  of  the  Lower  Charenle. 

19. — Pierre  Laval  Montmorency,  es-noble,  aged  25  years,  a  nativo  of 
Paris,  residing  there.  Rue  du  Boc. 

20. — Etienne  Jardin,  aged  48  years,  a  native  of  VeisailleB,  depai'tment  of 
tlie  Seine-et-Olso,  residing  at  Paris,  Rue  Cadet,  director  of  mili- 
tary transporfalion  since  the  Revolation,  and  formerly  huntsman  io 
the  tyrant. 

21. — Charles-Msrie-Antoina  Sartine,  ex-maater  ofregneste,  aged  Si  years, 
a  native  of  Paris,  residing  there,  Rue  Yiyienne. 

32.— Barthilemy  Constant,  gendarme  aged  *'  years  a  native  of  Grns?e 
depai'tmcnt  of  Var,  residing  at  Par  N  185  R  d  Fa  lo  g 
Martin. 

23. — Joseph-Henry  Burlandeux,  pea  e-lh        ad39  3a]      ant 

of  Saullier,  department  of  Vtt      sid   g  at  P         N     fii  R      du 
Faubourg  Martin. 

2t.— Lou  is- Marie-Francois  Saint-Ma        de  M  ntb     y         p  ad 

■ex-soldier,  aged  38  years,  a  nat   e   f  Pir  ding  th        N     iS 

Faubourg  Honotl. 

25. — Joseph- Guillaumo  Lescnyer,  m  ogdiej  ant         f 

AntibcE,  department  of  Var,       d    g  at  Pan    N     16  11      P 

28, — Achille  Viart,  formerly  a  soldier,  aged  51  years,  a  natue  of in 

America,  residing  at  Mariac,  department  of  Bee  d'  Ambls. 

27. — Jean-Loais  Biret  Tissot,  servant  to  the  woman  Grandisun,  aged  3S 
years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  there.  Rue  Mesnard. 

2S. — Theodore  Jauge,  baniser,  aged  47  years,  a  native  of  Bordeaux,  de- 
portment of  Bee  d'Ambis,  residing  at  Paris,  Rue  du  Mont- Blanc. 

29. — Catherine- Suzanne  Vincent,  aged  45  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  resid- 
ing there.  Rue  Mesnard,  wife  of  Gryois. 

80. — Francois -Augustine  Santuare,  aged  40  years,  a  native  of  the  Isle  of 
Bourbon,  in  Africa,  residing  at  Marefosse,  department  uf  the  Lower 
Seine,  wife  of  DesprSraeiul. 

31,— Charles- Armand-Augustin  Depont,  ex-noble,  aged  49  yeai's,  a  native 
of  Paris,  residing  there.  Rue  Notre-Danie-des-Champs. 

a 2.— Joseph- Victor  Ccrtey,  grocer,  aged  37  years,  a  native  of  Sympliorien, 
department  of  the  Loire,  residing  at  Paris,  Rue  do  la  Lui. 

33.— Pran^ois  Paumier,  formerly  wood  merchant,  aged  39  years,  a  native 
of  Aunay,  department  of  (he  Ni^Tre, 
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(ITLli  June,  1794),  as  guilty  of  attempting  the  re-establishment 
of  royalty. 

gl.—Jean-Fi-angola  Desliayes,  aged  68  years,  at        f  H      ran 

dcpartraent  of  the  Moselle,   residing  at  L  5        h  [keep  d 

menilier  of  tlje  commitlee  of  otservation  in  tl   t  ]l 
— Frangoia  AuKuatin  Ozanne,  peaoo-offioer,  aged  4(  y  at  t 

of  Paris,  residing  Uiere,  Rue  de  la  Vi^Ue-M 
—Charles- Fran (oie-RenS   Duhardaa    Dautevill  H       ged  23 

years,  a  native  of  Mans,  department  of  th    Sarth  d  n,,    t 

Paris,  No.  20  Rue  Baase-du-RemparL 
—Louis  Comte,  merchant,  aged  49  years,  ant         f  V  d 

pattment  of  the  Sagne-et- Loire,  residing  at  Par     G     d   M 

de  Fraace,  Rue  Thomas  dn  Louvre. 
18,— Jean-Baplaste  Michonis,  lemouade-aeller,  and  f  rm   !j    dmm  t   t 

of  police,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  thare. 
19, — Philippe- Char Ies-Elys6e  Baussancoitft,   second  1     le      t    f  carb 

neets,  aged  27  years,  a  nadve  of  Vitry-le-Fr    gaa 
-Louis  Karadeo,  agent,  aged  *5  years,  a  native   ft  d  p    tm    t 

of  Calvados,  reauling  at  Paiis,  Rua  du  Fauh      g  d    T  mpl 
—Theodora  Marsan,  aged  27  years,  a  native  of  T    I         d  p    tm    t 

of  the  Upper  Garouno,  residing  at  Paris,  No  95  H     d   C) 
—Nicholas-Joseph  Egree,  brazier,  aged  10  years  t        f  Ch  te 

CambrSsis,  department  of  the  North,  residing    t  Sar         d  pa  t. 

ment  of  Paris. 
— Henri  Menil-Siraon,  ex-captain  of  cavalry,  aged  53  years,  a  native  of 

Buley,  department  of  the  Nievre,  residing  at  Vigneux,  department 

oftheSeiue-et-Oise. 
A. — Jeanne- Fran^iso- Louise  Demier  Sainte-Amaranf«,  aged  42  years, 

a  nadve  of  Suntes,  department  at  tlio  Charento,  residing  at  Ccrcy, 

department  of  the  Seine-et-Oise. 
— Charlotte- Rose-Sainte- Am  aiante,  aged  19  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 

reading  at  Carey,  department  of  the  NiJvre,  wife  of  Sartine. 
—Louis  Saiiite-Amaranthe,  aged  17  year^  a  native  of  Paris,  residing 

—Gabriel- Jean- Baptiata  Briel,  ex-priest,  aged  E6  years,  a  native  oE 

Montier-anr-Fank,  department  of  Mont-Blauc,  residing  at  Arcueil, 

and  previously  at  Paris,  Rue  Helvetlus. 
—Marie  Ghrandmaison,  formerly  Buret,  ej-aotress  at  the  Theatre  des 

Italiena,  aged  27  years,  a  native  of  Bids,  department  of  the  Loire- 

et-Clier,  residing  at  Paris,  No,  7  Rue  Mesnaiil. 
i 9, ^Marie- Nicole  Bouchard,  aged  18  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing 

tliere.  No.  7  Rue  Mesnard. 
60, — Jean-Baptiste  Marino,  painter  in  porcelain,  administrator  of  police, 

aged  37  years,  anativoof  Sceaux,  district  of  the  Bourg  del'EgalitS, 

residing  at  Paris,  Rue  Ilelv^tius. 
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Two  days  before,  that  is,  on  the  2Tth  Prairial,  Vadier  had 
made  another  report  about  the  affair  of  Catherine  Th&t,*  called 
the  "  Mother  of  God,"  a  mere  fanatical  prophetess  of  the  period, 
whom  he  represented  as  a  aerious  coaspirator,  but  there  was 
no  real  plot  against  the  tyrants  but  the  existence  of  a  child ; 
and  Bobespierre  might  have  exclaimed  in  this  affair,  as  in  the 
preceding  (and  he  would  have  been  right)  :  "  Chimerical  con- 
spiracies to  coaceal  the  real  ones." 

Barrere  hid  siid to  Vadier;  "The  Mother  of  God  will  not 
give  birth  to  hei  divme  word ! "  and  Vadier  had  rejoined : 
"  The  egg  the  hen  sits  upon  will  have  no  germ !  " 

Alas  !  this  prophecy  was  to  be  but  too  accurately  fulfilled ; 
but  the  oracular  words  of  the  ancient  sibyl  were  to  be  accom- 
plished ^  truly,  when  she  said  that  the  Supreme  Being  would 
rule  the  universe  alone,  confounding  the  pride  of  vain  and 

J 1. —Nicholas- Andrfe-Marie  Froidure,  ex-adralnialrator  of  police  and  mn- 
nicipal  officer,  aged  29  years,  a  native  of  Tours,  department  of  the 
Indie-at-Loice,  residing  at  Paris,  No,  9i  Rue  Honor6. 
62. — Antoine- Prosper  8o«l*s,  ex-adminiatrator  of  police  and  manicipai 
offleer,  aged  31  years,  a  nadve  of  Avisse,  department  of  Mame, 
residing  at  Paris,  No.  38  lUie  Tariuine. 
63, — FranQois  Dange,  eji-administrator  of  Police,  aged  47  yearn,  a  native 
of  Cheaey,  deportment  of  Cher-et- Loire,  residing  at  Paris,  Ho.  33 
Rue  de  la  Roqnett«. 

5i, Marie-Maidrailioa-Heroule  Rossaj,  calling  himself  Count  of  Fleury, 

^ed  23  years,  residing  at  Paris. 
"Examined  tbe  exti'aot  of  the  sentence  of  the  Revolutionarj  Tribunal, 
and  the  report  of  the  execution,  dated  the  29th  I'rairial. 
(Signed)  "Lecbivaib,  Kegistrar. 

"Paris,  the  Gth  Messidor,  2nd  year  of  the  Eepublic. 
"  Ciaude-Antoike  Deltroit,  Pnblie  Officer." 
•  And  not  Them,  as  her  followers  Called  her,  purposely  snhstitnting  for 
the  common  name  o  Thiol  the  Greek  word  Theos  which  signifies  the  Dint' 
Hiij.  Tills  visionary,  whom  they  called  the  "Christian  Religion,"  and  the 
"  Mother  of  God,"  held  her  conventicle  meetings  at  her  residence,  No.  107a 
Hue  Contrescarps,  seeljon  of  the  Oratory,  up  three  paic  of  stairs.  Villate, 
in  his  "Mysteries of  the  Mother  of  God  Unveiled,"  describes  hec  as  fol. 
lowM  : — "  This  mother  ThJot,  tall  and  meagre,  almost  transparently  thin, 
like  the  sibyl  of  Cunue." 
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ignorant  man,  leading  armies  to  Tictory,  levelling  mountains, 
drying  up  seas,  fortifying  the  simple  and  the  just;"  they  were 
speedily  to  he  fulfilled  when  she  declared  that,  "  the  National 
Conyention,  like  the  proud  oak  tree,  would  he  blasted  at  its 
head  by  the  thunder-storm  !  " 

Amid  the  black  and  roaring  waves  of  the  revolutionary 
ocean  we  Lave  not  lost  sight  of  that  little  fair  head,  once  beam- 
ing with  innocence  and  peace,  but  now  robbed  of  ita  glory  and 
given  up  to  all  tiie  horrors  of  captivity,  for  he  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  be  assassinated  like  his  father  and  mother. 
His  father  and  mother  will  reign  tlirough  ages  yet  to  come 
by  the  terrible  magnificence  of  their  misfortunes,  as  thoy 
reigned  a  few  brief  moments  upon  earth  in  the  splendour  of 
fortune.  The  story  of  their  long  sufferings  will  be  echoed 
throughout  all  ages,  in  the  history  of  every  nation  will  it  be 
named  with  universal  indignation,  and  their  martyr-death  be 
compensated  by  the  worshipping  admiration  of  posterity. 

But,  for  their  child  there  was  neitlier  throne,  nor  splendour, 
nor  power,  nor  renown ;  his  misery  was  but  the  silent  misery 
of  the  dungeon.  He  might  only  spealc  to  walls,  or  men  more 
impenetrable  still.  Like  the  victims  of  ancient  fatality,  he 
struggled  in  Ms  impotence  beneath  the  wrath  of  an  angry 
Deit}'.  His  bed — a  palliaas  and  a  mattrass,  deluged  with  his 
tears,  and  which  hia  enfeebled  arms  soon  ceased  to  stir;  his 
food, — a  sort  of  watery  soup,  with  some  fragments  of  bread  in 
it,  of  which  he  received  two  little  portions  u  day,  with  a  morsel 
of  beef,  a  loaf,  and  a  pitcher  of  water :  it  is  seen  that  the 
nolf-Ruh  was  treated  almost  like  a  dog !  The  commissaries  of 
the  Commune,  who  were  renewed  daily,  and  who  prowled 
about  the  door  of  his  kennel,  were  almost  all  men  of  that 
ignoble  caste  which  the  breath  of  revolution  had  raised  to  the 
surface  of  society.  Those  who  were  more  stupid  than  wicked, 
as  is  frequently  the  case  in  popular  commotions,  acquired  a 
degree  of  excitement  and  violence  which  was  not  in  their 
nature,  and  grew  more  initable  at  the  sound  of  their  own 
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voices ;  imd  it  is  tlina  very  intelligible  bow,  in  times  of  confu 
siou,  the  populace  oftea  arrive — ere  they  well  know  what 
tliej  are  about,  by  progressive  fury— at  the  commission  of  the 
most  cruel  folly  and  the  most  unheard  of  crimes.  Some  of 
tlie  municipals,  surprised  at  the  bearing  and  mute  resignation 
of  the  child-prisoner,  would  occasionally  deviate  for  a  moment 
from  their  prescribed  part ;  but,  curbed  in  their  weaknesses  by 
civic  remorse  or  fear,  they  themselves  soon  hegan  to  vociferate, 
in  order  to  acquire  the  power  of  fulfilling  their  mission.  As 
they  saw  men  denounced  in  the  name  of  humanity,  and  mur- 
dered iu  the  name  of  fraternity,  they  could  not  but  say  to 
themselves  that  it  must  be  simple  and  just  to  imprison  in  the 
name  of  liberty.  By  contemplating  outrages  the  most  atrocious, 
they  learned  to  venture  on  them  themselves.  And  then — it 
was  the  tyrant's  son  who  was  committed  to  their  chaise,  and 
for  whom  they  were  responsible,  life  for  life ;  for  the  council- 
general  had  determined  that  the  responsibility  which  formerly 
rested  on  Simon,  should  be  laid  henceforth  on  the  commissa- 
ries on  duty  at  the  Temple.  The  food,  the  health,  nay,  the 
existence  of  the  child,  mattered  but  little  to  them ;  the  whole 
of  their  vigilance  was  put  into  action  with  respect  to  his  body 
alone,  and  was  limited  to  watching  his  person,  alive  or  dead. 
They  were  intrusted  with  a  body  by  the  Convention,  alive  or 
dead  it  mattered  little  to  tliem ;  so  long  as  it  represented 
him,  they  would  have  made  no  cavil  at  receiving  a  corpse  at 
the  close  of  the  day.  The  commissaries  who  were  not  cruel 
by  nature  became  so  from  fear ;  at  nightfall  they  would 
cause  Gourlet  or  Baron  to  open  the  room  next  the  Prince's 
dungeon ;  they  would  then  look  through  the  grating  to  see  what 
the  unfortunate  child  was  about,  and  cry  out  to  him  to  go  to 
bed,  because  they  would  not  give  him  any  light.  The  victim 
would  stretch  himself  on  his  pallet,  and  his  guards  would  then 
disappear.  But  this  was  not  the  last  noise  made  by  the  agents 
o  the  Convention  during  the  night;  the  fear  of  losing  a  deposit 
confided  tfl  them  that  same  day,  and  which  they  must  give  up 
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on  the  next,  and  the  terrible  responsibaitj  resting  upon  them, 
kept  them  in  a  state  of  constant  uneasiness,  and  subjected  their 
victim  to  continual  torment.  We  may  also  state  that  the  irre- 
gularity in  relieving  the  municipals  added  to  the  sufferings  of 
the  young  piisoner.  It  was  not,  in  general,  until  an  advanced 
hour  of  the  inght  that  the  new  commissaries  were  appointed 
by  the  eouucil-generai,  so  that  they  did  not  arrive  at  the 
Temple  before  midnight.  Then  the  new  comers  had  to  be 
eertam  of  the  presence  of  the  captt¥e,iii  order  to  discharge  their 
piedecessorsftom  their  trust.  Preceded  by  a  turnkey,  they  went 
up  together  to  tlie  kennel  of  the  wolf-cuh  ;  it  was  a  matter  of  in 
difference  to  them  whether  he  was  asleep  or  awake  :  if  he  wera 
awake,  they  brought  him  only  fear ;  and  if  asleep,  fear  and  !oss  of 
rest  together,  A  pitiless  voice  suddenly  called  to  him,  to  make 
sure  that  he  had  not  been  carried  off.  If  on  some  occasions, 
plunged  in  that  foi^etfulness  which  is  given  by  sleep,  he  de- 
layed a  moment  in  replying,  an  arm,  moved  by  disquietude, 
would  open  the  turning  wicket  with  a  great  noise,  and  a  ter- 
rible voice  would  cry  :  "  Capet !  Capet !  Are  you  asleep  ? 
1\  here  are  you  '  Young  vipei,  get  up!"  The  child,  waking 
iiith  a  stait,  got  out  of  hed,  and  came,  trembling  all  over, 
with  his  feet  colder  than  the  damp  boards  along  which  he 
di  igg-^d  them  "  I  am  heie,  citizpns,"  he  would  answer,  in  a 
gmtle  ^oice  "  Oome  heie  that  I  may  see  yon!"  "Here  I 
nm ,  what  do  j  ou  want  with  me  '"  "  To  Bee  jou,"  replied  the 
Cerberus,  turning  his  lantern  on  the  opening.  "All  right! 
Get  to  bed  !— In  .'—Down !" 

Two  or  three  houre  afterwards  the  enormous  keys  grated 
harshly  again,  and  the  iron  door  moved  on  its  hinges :  it  was  the 
turn  of  some  commissaries  who  had  been  delayed,  and  who,  uolesa 
zealous  or  as  curious  as  the  first  arrivals,  wished  to  see  the 
prisoner ;  thus  bringing  disturbance  to  a  rest  that  was  just 
commencing  again,  and  terror  to  an  imagination  that  was 
beginning  to  grow  calm.  The  child  was  again  obliged  to  get 
up  and  be  inspected.     In  the  course  of  the  visit  made  by  the 
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together  with  those  whom  they  were  re- 
I  sometitnes  prolonged ;  a  hun* 
dred  idle  questions  were  exchanged  between  the  colleagues, 
bringing  on  a  long  interrogatory,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
child, — half  naked,  bathed  in  the  perspiration  of  sleep,  and 
frozen  by  the  night-air, — wag  forced  to  endure  brutal '  words 
whieh  disturbed  his  mind,  cruel  language  which  wounded  his 
heart,  and  even  the  dangerous  light  of  the  lantern,  which, 
turned  full  on  his  pale  countenance,  dazzled  his  poor  suffori)if[ 
eyes,  which  had  not  seen  a  single  ray  of  sunshine  for  so  long  a 
time,  almost  to  blindness.  And  sometimes,  too,  a  threatening 
gesture,  or  a  Satanic  laugh  from  i  distance,  gieeted  the  return 
to  bod  of  that  frail  phantom  of  a  king,  sunk  into  his  last 
degradation,  and  not  yet  old  enough  to  die — the  hcaii^man 
would  have  spumed  him ! 

So  much  suffering  weakened  the  body  of  the  unfntunate 
Prince  even  less  than  it  reioltecl  his  heait,  and  he  took  a 
firm  resolution  to  ask  nothing  more,  and  maie  no  reply  for  the 
future  to  the  authors  of  his  own  miaery  and  the  misfortunes  of 
his  family. 

Perhaps  a  sort  of  bitter  satisfaction  succeeded  bis  former 
terror;  perhaps  he  looked  forward  toafuture  so  darkly  coloured 
that  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart  he  thanked  the  Almighty  for 
shortening  his  sufferings.  It  is  certain  that  he  uttered 
no  complaint,  and  crossing  his  two  poor  little  hands  on  his 
breast,  he  seemed  awaiting  the  fate  that  Providence  should  des- 
tine for  him.  More  than  once,  doubtless,  as  be  lay  down  on 
his  pallet,  did  the  thought  occur,  with  a  feeling  of  joy,  that  he 
might  never  rise  from  it  again.  What  revelation,  Oh  I  my 
God  I  hadst  Thou  made  to  a  child  through  his  sufferings,  to 
bring  the  thought  of  death  before  his  mind?  And  what 
crime  had  that  poor  little  innocent  committed,  that  Thou 
shouldst  have  so  long  delayed  to  send  him  that  great  liberator 
whom  we  call  Death  ?  It  is  because,  before  Thine  eternal  ex- 
istence, all  days  are  ettual ;  the  hours  that  passed  so  ci'uellj 
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V  th  1  3  cl  ild-mactjr  were  not  really  longer  than  those  that 
brgUe  tor  children  who  nre  happy.  Or  rather,  it  is 
beoau  e  by  the  mystery  of  reversionary  suffering,  the  in- 
noeeat  e\p  ates  the  sins  of  the  guilty.  A  truly  Christian 
plil  sojhe  has  stud,  with  ttiuch  good  sense,  to  those  who 
s  1  ed  vhy  dad  for  whose  sake  the  innocent  suffer  in  tliis 
^\  li  For  yours,  if  you  liiie!"*  Often,  from  neglect,  they 
1  layed  fo  bring  him  his  meagre  faro  whea  he  was  in  most 
1  e  B  g  eed  of  it:  no  matter,  he  made  no  reproach,  and  ex- 
[  e  spd  no  -ish  on  the  subject.  But  then,  pressed  by  hunger, 
he  would  sometimes  eat  more  and  faster  than  usual,  and  it 
is    evident  how  much  his  health  must  have  suffered  in  con- 


Meantime,  days  had  gone  by,  and  days,  and  weeks,  and 
moaths  had  followed.  The  want  of  fresh  air,  abandonment, 
and  solitude,  had  emaciated  his  body,  wealiened  his  mind, 
and  dried  «p  his  heart.  In  those  poor  eyes — that  grief  had 
hollowed,  and  darkness  and  lassitude  had  worn — fears  arose  no 
longer.  His  weakened  hands  cou!d  scarcely  raise  the  common 
earthenware  plate  that  held  his  food,  or  the  pitcher  of  water, 
lieayier  still,  which  was  brought  up  daily  by  a  boy  from  the 
kitchen  (with  orders,  under  pain  of  death,  to  hold  no  com- 
munication with  the  prisoner),  and  deposited  on  the  shelf  of 
the  wicket. 

It  was  a  long  time  since  the  child  had  ieft  off  sweeping 
his  room;  he  never  tried  now  to  move  the  palliass  of  his  bed;  nor 
d  d  tl  e  del  of  e  e  1 1  f  h  s  ma  t  a  s  occur  to  him ;  besides 
1  h  1  s  fa  1  ng  st  eagtl  ould  not  have  allowed  of  hia  doing 
0  He  CO  dd  ot  change  h  s  si  eets  dirty  as  they  were,  or 
h&  Ua  ket  hicl  w<t3  hanging  nrags;  he  could  not  change 
1     1  ue  Id  not  repa  r  h  s  torn    lothes,  could  not  wash  or 

k  p  1  mself  lean  '^oon  he  ceased  to  talto  off  hia  torn  trousers 
a  d       oCdja  k  t      H    exhausted  st  ength  condemned  him  tc 

"  Coant  Joseph  deMaistre,  "  Soiriei  Oe  Si.  Fiierslnuiy." 
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a  depressing  state  of  inaction  Sometimes  his  glance  was 
turned  upon  the  mcket — looViiig,  wattihiiig — at  once  desirous 
and  fearful  of  heaiing  a  human  %oice ,  then  he  gave  himself 
up  again  to  that  sleepy  idleness,  full  of  sudden  starts  and 
terrors;  lie  stretched  himself,  all  dressed  as  he  was,  on  his 
nard  couch,  and  slept  there  the  gieater  part  of  the  day,  thus 
preparing  for  himself  a  sleepless  night,  which  the  visits  of  his 
keepers  were  to  disturh  jet  moie 

Such — at  least  as  far  aswecanjudgeframa  closed  history — 
such  were  the  days  and  nights  of  the  young  King  throughout 
his  long  and  solitary  confinement.  Who.  indeed,  would  aifirm 
they  did  not  even  surpass  in  misery  the  idea  we  have  tried  to 
form  of  them?  Who  knows — horrible  to  think  of! — whether  he 
did  not  even  more  than  once  regret  Simon  ?  Alas !  it  was  in 
vain  that  his  poor  raothev  had  prayed  to  God  to  give  her  child  one 
day  of  happiness  for  ail  the  days  of  misery  she  hereelf  had 
passed  I  God  had  decided  otherwise;  but  the  wrath  of  God 
ia  mereiful,  the  son  will  not  to  be  separated  long  from  his 
mother;  he,  too,  may  say :  "  I  shall  go  to  her,  but  she  will  not 
return  to  me!"* 

Unhappy  child  I  since  he  had  left  his  family  no  friendly 
voice  bad  reached  his  ear ;  no  friendly  vo  ce  by  mg!  t  or  by 
day,  had  spoken  at  his  bed-side,  to  ask  afterh  s  s  ffenn^jS  and 
give  him  encouragement.  Oh!  it  would  !  ave  bee  too  gicat 
B  consolation  1  It  is  but  a  gentle  evil  that  drans  around  o 
couch  the  beings  whom  we  love. 

Daring  those  long  nights,  full  of  terrors,  as  well  as  tbiou^h 
the  long  houre  of  twilight  that  were  Ins  day,  he  heard  nothing 
but  the  sound  of  bolts  and  the  voices  of  his  enemies,  as  they 
Bpoke  from  the  shade  without.  Often  he  would  spring  up  in 
his  bed,  and  holding  back  his  long  hwr  with  his  trembling 


The  inscriptioa  placed  by  Byron  on  the  tomb  of  his  daughter  Allegra, 
who  died  at  Sagnncavallo,  in  Tnscany,  32nd  April,  1823,  at  the  age  of 
five  years. 
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hand,  would  thus  bare  hia  pale,  emaciated  cheek ;  and  while  a, 
cold  sweat  streamed  from  his  temples,  and  his  horror-strickea 
eyes  remained  fixed  and  distended,  hia  arm  would  be  stretched 
out  before  Mm,  as  if  to  repulse  some  threatened  attack.  Then, 
the  phantoms  he  had  coiyured  up  disaf  peanng  he  noddle 
down  again  with  a  burning  fire  m  his  hreist 

In  this  agonised  suffering  the  stiength  of  his  mud  wis. 
wearing  fast  away.  Was  it  the  ho^e  if  his  enemie=(  that 
torment  of  such  long  continuance  wouU  leid  to  despiii  anl 
that  terror  so  violent  would  end  in  madness' 

Sometimes,  without  sleeping  at  ili  he  would  he  for  whole 
hours,  weighed  down  beneath  the  thiilt  damp  an  am  1  the 
fetid,  poisonous  atmosphere  that  li¥  so  heavily  on  his  iabouiiug 
breast.  He  wept  no  longer;  there  were  no  more  tears  in  his 
seared  eyes ;  but  his  burning  lip  and  parched  palate  vainly 
implored  a  drop  of  water.  He  tried  to  raise  himseU  from  his 
bed  and  could  not  succeed;  with  much  suffering,  and  very 
slowly,  he  dragged  himself  towards  the  wicket,  crawling  along  the 
cold  floor,  that  sent  an  icy  thrill  through  his  suffering  body ; 
and  more  than  once  hia  strength  failed  in  enabling  him  to 
reach  even  the  pitcher  containing  the  water  that  was  given  to 
bin).  What  unknown  sufferings  there  may  have  been  of  which 
I  can  say  nothing !  Who  knows  the  bitter  anguish  that  child 
must  have  endured  at  sight  of  the  pitcher  he  could  not  reach  ? 
How  many  days  of  life  would  he  not  have  given  for  a  drop  of 
the  water  that  was  so  near  him  ? 

Sometimes,  hut  this  was  rare  good  fortune,  bis  illness 
entirely  absorbed  him  ;  his  hazard  eye  saw  nothing,  and  his 
ear  heard  no  longer  ;  a  complete  stupor  seized  upon  him,  and 
made  him  foi^et  even  his  thirst — even  his  life !  Theu,  his 
blood  beginning  to  flow  again,  and  enabling  him  to  leave  hie 
couch,  and  drag  himself  to  the  pitcher  of  water,  renewed  in 
him  also  the  power  to  feel  thos6  two  great  misfortunes  inci- 
dental to  mankind — misery  and  desertion! 

And  against  so  many  evils  had  he  not  the  consolation  of 
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prayer?  Alas!  he  had  found  Heaven  so  long  deaf  to  Wa 
aupplicatitig  voice,  that  perhaps  he  had  come  to  think  there 
must  be  sotne  barrier  between  himself  and  God  ! 

Thus  from  day  to  day  hia  energies  were  leaving  him ;  hia 
soul  sank  within  him,  overcome  by  grief;  his  limbs  grew  stiff; 
his  oppressed  breathing  was  barely  sustained ;  his  mind  was 
troubled,  and  the  excess  of  hia  sufferings  in  some  degree 
roblwd  him  of  consciousness. 

He  had  neither  the  streogth  nor  even,  the  will  U>  raise 
any  cry  from  the  recesses  of  this  tomb,  that  violence  had 
opened  for  him  before  the  time.  Gladness  and  tears,  prayers 
and  despair — all  was  over ;  there  was  nothing ;  there  was  but  a 
decaying  body,  and  an  intelligence  all  hat  extinguished.  He  hid 
his  head  in  his  hands,  as  though  he  sought  to  avoid  the  light, 
or  give  free  course  to  his  sobs.  He  saw  the  storm  above  his 
head,  the  abyss  beneath  hia  feet — but  that  was  all.  He  took 
no  heed  now  of  the  tuinultuous  feelings  of  Ms  heart,  he  sought  not 
to  know  when  the  thunder-bolt  that  was  to  destroy  him  would 
fall.  In  his  complete  prostration  he  had  no  longer  the  power 
of  thought  to  measure  hia  sufferings,  nor  enet^j  to  bear  them  ; 
bis  instinct,  like  his  strength,  barely  sufficed  for  his  wants. 
Eemaina  of  his  food  lay  scattered  over  the  floor,  or  covered 
his  bed.  His  room  was  infested  by  rata  and  mice ;  attracted 
by  the  noisome  smell  of  the  apartment,  as  well  as  by  that  of 
the  bread  and  meat  provided  for  the  little  prisoner,  these 
animals  had  made  holes  in  the  comers  of  the  corridor  commu- 
nicating with  his  room,  and  had  established  themselves  there; 
they  had  propagated  to  a  fi-ightful  extent,  and  would  come  out 
to  share  the  victim's  food,  who,  in  order  to  keep  them  off,  would 
throw  tbem  a  part  of  the  bread  and  meat  that  was  given  him. 
To  the  rats  and  mice  were  added  great  black  spiders,  such  as 
are  seen  in  dungeons ;  and  these  unwelcome  guests  would 
run  over  the  child's  bed  the  whole  night  through,  so  that  its 
occupant  was  often  obliged  to  give  up  the  field  to  thera,  and, 
rising,  would  take  his  seat  upon  his  chair,  and  pass  the  rest  ol 
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SufforiDgs  of  the  young  King, 

the  night  in  it,  mth  his  elbows  resting  on  the  tahle.*  Everj- 
whers  there  was  dust,  and  dirt,  and  filth ;  putrid  vapours  poisoaed 
the  atmosphere  of  this  fetid  room,  the  windows  of  which  had 
not  been  opened  for  neailj  sii  months;  damp  sheets,  that  were 
like  anything  bat  sheets  ;  a  mattrass  in  such  a  state  as  cannot 
be  described;  and — as  a  climax  of  misery — vermin,  engendered 
by  so  much  filtli,  surrounded  on  all  sides  the  heir  of  ao  many 
raonarchs,  who  could  neither  get  rid  of  them  nor  defend  himself 
from  their  attacks.  "  Everything  is  alive  in  that  room,"  said 
youtig  Oaron  (the  cook's  assistant),  one  day,  as  he  took  away 
the  crockeri ,  and  glanced  into  that  frightful  jail.  Yes,  every- 
thing was  alive,  except  the  hoy  they  were  killing  there  by 
inches,  and  muidermg  in  detail  This  beautiful  child,  so 
admiied  at  Veroailles  and  at  the  Tuileries ;  the  charming 
creiiture,  who  so  dehghted  the  lomg  pride  of  hia  mother,  now 
m  Heaven  '  Look  at  him '  He  would  not  recognise  himself  if 
he  saw  himself  in  a  mirror — his  form  is  scarcely  human — it 
is  something  that  vegetates — a  moving  mass  of  bones  and  sidn ! 
Orders  given  in  a  loud  tone,  severe  menaces,  were  now  re- 
c[uired  to  rouse  this  poor  tottering  little  being  from  his  lethargy, 
and  make  him  bring  to  tho  wicket  the  earthenware  dish  and 
the  jug,  presented  to  him, — by  a  generous  nation  I—aa  to  a  dog 
in  his  kennel.  Exhausted  by  the  effort  rec[uired  to  perform 
this  act  of  obedience  he  dragged  himseif  slowly  and  painfully 
back  to  his  pallet,  where  once  more  he  sank  down,  a  victim 
to  the  angmsbed  pain  that  tortured  him  and  the  vermin  tliat 
preyed  on  hii  flesh  No,  never  could  any  state  of  misery  have 
been  conceived,  moie  desokte,  more  lonely,  more  threatening, 
more  horrible,  than  this  I 

And  all  that  I  here  relate  is  true  !  These  troubles,  insults, 
and  torments,  wore  heaped  oa  the  head  of  a  child  I  I  show 
them  to  you,  like  indeed  to  what  they  were,  but,  far  short  of 
the  reality  I     To  represent  them  in  all  their  horror  and  shame, 

■  "Louis XVII.,"  bySimien  DesporauK,  1S17 


...Coogic 


Sufferings  gf  Hie  young  King. 

it  would  be  necessarj  to  employ  the  pencil  of  Tacitus,  and  the 
satirical  force  of  Petronius ;  or,  better  still,  the  moaning  voice 
of  Job,  lamenting  in  dust  and  ashes,  and  crying :  "  My  soul 
prefers  death — death,  to  the  life  of  a  dead  man !"  or  saying  to 
the  worm  of  the  sepulchre  ;  "  Thou  art  my  brother  !"  and  to 
corruption  ;     "  Thou  art  my  mother  and  my  sister  1" 

I  can  understand  Louis  XVI.,  his  kingly  death,  the  martyr- 
acaffold ;  the  Christian  doctrine  of  expiation  explains  to  me 
the  sacrifice  of  the  righteous.  But  how  is  it  possible  to 
understand  that  any  one  could  take  pleasure  in  the  slow  per- 
secution of  a  child — in  withering  him  perseveringly — counting 
his  tears,  drop  by  drop — and  killing  him  by  humiliations  and 
sorrows  alone? 

Cowardly  and  cruel  men  !  Why  did  you  not  take  a  knife 
at  once  to  saeriflee  the  lamb  ?  Oh  !  why  did  you  not  spread 
the  same  bloody  net  oyer  that  little  head  with  which  you  en- 
veloped his  family?  Why  did  you  stop  half-way  in  that 
frenzy  of  murder?  It  would  have  been  better  to  drink  that 
last  drop  of  royal  blood,  than  to  mingle  it  \Yith  gall,  and  venom, 
and  poison  ;  it  would  have  been  better  to  smother  the  child, 
as  was  done  by  the  emissaries  of  Richard  III.  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  tSian  to  degrade  and  sully  his  intellect  by  that  slow 
method  of  assassination,  which  killed  the  mind  before  it  slew 
the  body.  He  should  have  been  struck  a  year  or  two  before  ; 
his  little  feet  should  have  been  aided  to  mount  the  rude  steps 
of  the  guillotine !  Ah !  if  she  could  have  known  the  fate  you 
were  reserving  for  hira,  the  daughter  of  Maria  Theresa  would 
have  asked  to  take  her  child  in  her  arms;  she  would  have 
shared  her  last  victory  with  him,  and  the  angels  of  God  would 
have  prepared  at  once  the  crown  of  the  martyred  and  that  of 
the  innocent  victim !  Alas  I  history  is  fain  to  regret  for  Louis 
XVII.  the  scaffold  of  his  mother ! 

Forgive  me,  reader.  I  wished  to  remain  cold  and  im- 
passive— such  was  my  promise ;  but,  as  I  listened  to  the  simple 
and  mournful  accounts  given  me  by  my  informants,  I  was  not 
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M.  le  Monnier, 

always  ablfi  to  restrain  my  tears  and  my  reprobation.  I  try 
to  write  without  anger  or  hatred,  but  it  m  not  in  my  power  to 
write  without  a  feeling  of  indignation,  or  to  trample  on  my 
heart,  because  I  am  relating  the  history  of  men  who  had 
neither  heart  nor  feeling. 

Without  imowing  positively  what  was  passing  in  the 
Temple  tower,  the  public  were  aware  that  the  Dauphin's 
health  was  lisibly  de<,l  n^  and  that  languid  and  melancholy, 
he  could  neithei  ta  d  nor  s  t  from  weakne'is  But  no  one 
without  could  for  Q  ai  e^act  dea  of  the  unfoitunate  Prince,  or 
of  the  unclean  con  ho  wl  ch  he  nis  foiled  to  lie.  Still, 
there  were  some  co  npaas  o  ate  spiiits  that  were  moved  to  pity, 
M.  le  Monnier,  a  noble-heaited  man  and  a  phj s!cian  of  con- 
siderable skill,  had  come  from  his  rLtnement  at  Montreuil  to 
petition  for  the  dangerous  honoui  ot  visiting  the  son  of  Louis 
XVI.,  and  attending  him  professionally.  The  regicides  fot^ve 
his  boldness,  but  disregarded  his  proposal ;  the  physician  to 
the  last  King  might  yet  have  saved,  or  at  least  prolonged,  the 
life  of  the  royal  child ;  but  their  infernal  intentions  would 
have  met  with  opposition  from  his  zeal  and  knowledge,  and 
they  were,  therefore,  resolved  not  to  admit  any  member  of 
the  profession  into  the  tower  until  they  could  do  so  with  im 
punity.  It  was  their  settled  purpose  not  to  think  it  time  to 
pay  any  attention  to  the  invalid  until  they  were  well  asswred 
that  aid  would  come  too  late. 

Meanwhile.  France  was  ravaged  by  famine ;  revolts  were 
threatening  the  government  on  all  sides;  while  revolutionary 
passions  were  agitating  the  streets,  and  hastening  the  mortal 
work  of  poverty. 

Eleven  thousand  four  hundred  aristocrats  were  crowded 
..ogether  in  the  palaces  and  convents  of  France,  transformed 
into  prisons. 

In  front  of  every  house  was  suspended  a  label,  proclaiming 
the  Eepublic,  one  and  indivisible— or  death  !  On  every  door 
was  written  a  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  house— a  means  of 
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informotioif,  if  knowledge  was  required;  a  table  of  proacription, 
if  they  wished  to  kill  tlieii;  victims.* 


•  The  Commane  of  Paris  had  time  ordered  tlie  exeouliion  of  this 
measure,  on  the  8th  April,  1793. 

"  Tlie  conneil-general,  taking  into  oonrideration  the  negligent  manner 
in  which  the  citizens  execnl«  the  law,  concerning  the  lists  on  the  oatside  of 
the  houeea  of  the  names  of  all  the  individuals  residing  there  : 

"Decrees,  tlat  the  following  instruotions  be  printed  and  posfed,  and 
that  the  police  oomraiasaries  of  every  section  bo  ordered  under  their  own 
responsibilitj,  to  carry  out  the  said  law ; — 

"  '  hstruclions  Telaling  to  the  Ust  that  is  to  be  made  of  all  He  citizeai 
inhabiti-Kg  Parit,  and  pal  iif  on  the  outside  of  em  y  I  ouse 

"f  Ist.  At  the  top  is  lobeplaced  thenameoftl  el  opr  tor  fleresides 
in  the  honfl<s  or  if  not,  the  principal  tenant,  ftlci,  baoe  or  of  the 
honso-agent. 

"'2nil.  To  he  divided  Into  floors  in  the  follow  Uq  manner 


EOOM   BEIWEBH  THE  FLOORS. 

"  '  The  list  must  ^ve  Bninternpfcdlj  the  names  of  all  those  persons 
living  on  the  same  floor,  even  every  individual  of  each  separate  tenement. 
"  'Example  : 

,      „  „  fCiliten  ssch-a-mie,    his  teife,   m  many  BhildreB  of 

•'•Suchafioor.    |  both  >exi,,  then  Ibe  mvant,. 

"  '  It  will  be  necessary  to  give  tlie  first  or  baptismal  names,  the  sur- 
name, sei,  and  age,  of  every  person.  The  principal  name  to  be  given  must 
be  that  usually  home  by  the  individnal,  by  which  he  is  generally  known, 
and  not  his  family  name,  if  he  be  publicly  called  by  another. 

"  '  The  position  of  every  individual  mnst  be  exactly  defined,  and  if  he 
have  no  employment  this  raiist  be  stated,  for  the  title  of  "citizen"  is  loo 
vague  a  description,  if  indeed  It  be  one  at  all. 

"  '  The  list  must  be  written  legibly,  put  up  in  the  most  prominent  place 
outside  the  house,  in  such  a  manner  tliat  every  one  niay  be  able  to  look 
tlirough  it  with  ease,  and  without  losing  a  single  name. 

"*  No  person  most  be  omitted.  A  single  omis^on  is  an  infringement 
of  the  law,  and  subjects  tlie  delinquent  to  severe  punishment, 

"  '  Every  tinie  5iat  any  change  takes  place,  mention  must  bo  made  of  it 
in  the  list,  either  by  striking  out  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  left  the 
house,  or  by  adding  those  newly  come,  and  even  tlic  temporary  tenants  ol 
the  house. 

" 'All  mistakes  jhall  bo  laid  to  (he  account  of  Uic  proprietors,  principal 
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Unite  [sd  ogiWlioQ. 

In  the  stivicts  people  avoided  recognition,  or,  if  they  spolio, 
exchanged  but  a  few  words  in.  a  low  tone,  and  walked  quickly 
along,  unless,  as  the  crier  shouted  out  the  names  of  the  con- 
demned, they  atood  still  for  a  moment,  to  catch  the  name  of  a 
friend,  a  relative — perhaps  their  own ! 

Tlie  night  was  as  full  of  trouble  as  the  day.  Arrests  were 
made  by  torch-light;  your  servants  might  have  denounced  yoa 
to  the  sections,  while  those  of  other  people  served  their  masters, 
who  had  lost  all,  without  asking  for  wages. 

The  guillotine,  always  at  work,  cut  off  heads  without 
number.  The  blood  that  flowed,  far  from  quenching  tbe 
tliirst  of  the  tyrants,  did  but  increase  it  the  more.  There 
were  no  kings  left  to  throw  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  sphynx  of 
revolution,  and  the  terrified  nation  found  itself  face  to  faoe 
with  the  sombre  enigma  of  its  existence.  Civilisation  and 
barbarism  sought  each  other  out  in  darkness,  to  wrest  from 
each  other  their  mutual  secret, — a  horrible  struggle,  like  that 
of  the  two  men  shut  «p  togetiier  ii!  a  cave  with  poniards,  who 
saw  each  other  by  the  lightning-fire  of  their  eyes  alone  !* 

tenanti,  or  houae-agenta,  and  sliall  be  severely  pimiahed ;  for  it  is  not  allow- 
able fur  Ihis  measure  toremmn  unexecuted,  or  eluded,  or  turned  into  derision.' 

^'  Tlie  council-genera!  decrees,  that  a  copy  of  the  list  be  revised  by  the 
Committeea  of  the  sections. 

' '  That  the  commissaries  of  police  verify  tlie  correetuEsa  of  the  said  lists, 
and  take  the  measures  necessary  for  preventing  their  being  removed  or 
defaced." 

(Council-general  of  the  CoramnneofParia,  Saturday,  6th  April,  1793.) 

•  Amid  so  many  sacrifices,  sadness  of  countenance  had  become  a  crime, 
and  gaiety  a  duty.  In  the  sitting  of  the  25th  Ventose,  3nd  yeai'  (IStli 
March,  1794),  Barrere  said : 

"  Go  to-day  into  the  streets  of  Paris,  you  will  recognise  the  aristocrats 
by  their  lengthened  visage," 

"  Yea,"  added  Couthon,  "  in  times  of  revolution  every  good  citizen 
should  ha  a  physiognomist ;  it  is  in  a  mom's  countenanea  tliat  you  will  re- 
cognise  a  conspirator,  an  accomplice  of  traitors,  placed  under  laws  of  jueUce ; 
such  people  have  hi^gard  eyes,  a  frightened  look,  a  sad  and  downcast 
expression.  Good  citizens  seize  these  traitors  and  arrest  thom  I"  (Loud 
applause.^— f "  JtfoBtfear,"  26th  Ventose,  and  year;  lath  Jiarch,  lYBi.) 
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All  was  tumult,  confusion,  disorder,  and  rage  ;  one  must 
have  lived  in  those  days  of  mad  and  bloody  excitement  to 
form,  any  idea  of  the  state  of  things.  "  You  will  read  these 
thinga  one  day,"  out:  fathers  said  to  ua,  "but  you  will  not 
believe  them!" 

Political  intelligence  was  confined  t«  some  reflective  minds 
that  thought  apart,  or  some  crafty  heads  that  stirred  the 
multitudf .  The  rest  had  no  longer  any  confidence  in  them- 
selves, and  looked  on  inactive,  as  if  bowed  down  beneath  the 
hand  of  God.  A  whole  people,  trembling  and  resigned,  awaited 
their  doom, — like  those  Indians,  who,  when  the  tiger  appears, 
throw  themselves  on  the  ground,  lying  motionless  at  its  feet, 
till  the  roaring  beast  selects  its  victim. 

Yes,  the  patience  of  the  oppressed  in  those  horrible  times 
seems  a  phenomenon  as  inexplicable  as  the  wickedness  of  the 
oppressors.  The  latter,  by  dividing  into  parties,  were  doomed 
to  labour  for  the  preservation  of  humanity ;  timid  crime  con- 
spired against  threatening  crime,  and  the  9th  Thermidor 
arrived  I 
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LAUEENT  APPOINTED   KEEPER  TO  THE 

CHILDREN    OF   LOUIS  XVI. 

10th  THEKMiDon,  Year  3  (28th  July,  1IB4). 


Visit  of  Barraa  to  the  Temple — Fominatjon  of  Laurent — Biograpliioal  de- 
tails— Execution  of*Ili)beflpieiTe  and  Simon — Installation  of  Laurent — 
Inquiry  sought  bj  him — Some  members  of  the  committee  of  public 
welfare  visit  the  joung  King — Hie  state — Lanrent's  attention  to  hiB 
prisoner — Surprise  of  the  latter — Walks  on  the  platlbrm — A  bouquet 
of  flowers— Double  uneasiness  of  the  Convention — Laurent  asks,  and 
obt:uns  a  colleague. 

On  tlie  day  after  the  9th  Tbermidor,  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  Barras,  who  had  heen  one  of  the  principal  actors  on 
that  day,  repaired  to  the  Temple,  with  aeveral  members  of  the 
committees  and  deputies  of  the  Convention,  in  grand  costume. 
Having  been  appointed  coraniaader-jn-chief  of  the  armed  force 
— which  on  the  day  before  had  repulsed  that  conuaanded  by 
Heiiriot,  and  had  taken  Robespierre  and  his  principal  agents, 
established  at  the  Hotel- de-Ville,  prisoners — Barras  went  with 
his  escort  to  show  himself  at  all  the  great  military  posts  of 
Paris,  and  to  receive  from  the  troops  their  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  National  Convention.  He  stopped  at  the  Temple  post, 
doubled  the  guard  there,  and  ordered  the  municipals  to  remain 
there  permanently,  and  keep  strict  watch. 

Among  the  numerous  escort  surrounding  the  new  com- 
mandant of  the  troops  of  Paris  was  citizen  Laurent,  a  member 
of  the  revolutionary  committee  of  the  Temple  section     "I 
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shall  want  to  talk  witii  you,"  said  Barraa  to  him  ;  " 
Bee  me  ■when  we  have  returned." 

Laurent  was  punctual  at  the  rondezvoHS.  "We  have  di 
of  jou  without  consulting  you,"  said  the  dictator  to  him.  "Ta- 
dependently  of  the  municipals  who  relieve  each  other  every  day 
at  the  Temple  tower,  and  keep  watch  over  its  safety,  it  will 
be  well  for  the  government  to  have  a  permanent  agent  there, 
worthy  of  entire  confidence.  The  committees,  on  my  propo- 
sition, have  just  appointed  you  keeper  to  the  children  of  the 
ex-king ;  they  depend  on  your  zeal  and  patriotism.  You  will 
receive  your  commbsion  to-morrow."* 

•  We  give  the  two  decn^es  of  the  ooramittees  of  public  welfare  and 
general  safety,  appcmtiug  Laurent  keeper  io  the  t\  rant  a  children  and 
Mffulating  his  aalary  — 

"Eitisct  from  the  register  of  the  decrees  of  the  conimitiees  of  publio 
welfare  and  general  safety  of  the  National  Convention,  Ittti  day  ot 
the  month  Theitnidur,  2nd  year  of  the  FienJi  Eepubhe,  one  and 
indmsible. 

"The  committees  of  puhho  nelfare  and  general  aaftty  detlare  that 
dlizen  Laurent,  member  of  the  revolutionan  tomnutt^e  of  the  Temple,  is 
appointed  provisionally  to  the  guard  of  the  tyrant  fi  children,  pnsonera  m 
the  Temple,    The  two  committees  recwnmend  him  to  keep  the  strictest 

(8igned)  '' Eillato-Varenkes,  B.  Baeeere,  Vabieh-Du- 
BARKAN,  G.  A.  Pbieus,  Carnot,  Eobert  Lin- 
DET,  Coltol  d'Herbois,  Amat,  Lo«is  (of  tlie 
Lower  Rhine),  Voulland,  ElieLacosib,  Moysb 
Baylb,    Datid,    Lavicomtekie,   Jaqot,   and 

(Extract  Ehulh. 

signed)        "  Elie  Lacoste,  Vadiek,  B.  Babeeke,  Billaud 

VAEETJKBS,  COLLOT  D'HBBBOIS,  andDUBAERAN. 

"  Certified  as  correct,  and  conformahje  to  the  decrees  of  the  committees 
of  pnblic  welfare  and  general  safety,  now  in  my  hands : 

"  Laueent,  appointed  guardian  to  the  children  of  Capet." 
(National  Archives,  CaseE,  No.  6308.) 

"National  Convention. 
"  Oommittee    of  general   safety  and   superintendence  of  the  National 
Convention. 
"32ndVendemiaire,  year  3  ot  the  French  Ecpnhlic,  one  and  indivisible. 
"The  Committee  of  general  safety  detides  that  wmmissary  Laurent, 
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DcECriplion  cf  Lsureut. 

Laurent  came  from  St.  Domingo,  where  he  had  some  land. 
He  was  a  littTe  man,  a  warm  partiaau  of  equality  aboat 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  unmarried  ;  his  democratical  prin- 
ciples, which  had  attracted  him  to  France,  had  brought  him 
forward,  and  gained  him  the  esteem  of  Barras.  His  republican 
tendencies  had  been  strengthened  by  reading  all  the  pamphlets 
of  the  period,  and  by  his  regular  attendance  at  the  clubs.  In 
other  respects  he  was,  like  his  protector,  a  ciever  and  well- 
educated  man,  with  very  refined  manners ;  but  his  ardoiir  for 
the  new  opinions  excluded  all  impartial  appreciation  of  the 
past,  and,  in  his  sympathy  with  the  people,  he  would  acknow- 
ledge nothing  great  that  had  not  sprung  from  them.  He  lived 
with  his  mother  and  two  young  sisters  in  the  Rue  de  la  Folie- 
Mericourt,  in  a  neighbourhood  where,  at  that  period,  there 
were  more  gardens  than  houses.  Laurent  had  a  passion  for 
flowers,  and  devoted  all  the  time  he  could  spare  from  political 
affairs  to  his  greenhouse  and  his  parterre. 

Atfouro'clock,  the  hour  when  Barras,  followed  by  his  escort, 
was  completing  his  tour,  another  procession,  much  more  nume- 
rous, was  passing  through  Paris,  amid  cries  of  joy,  and  the  male- 
dictions of  the  people ;  it  was  the  tumbril  that  bore  Robespierre 
and  his  satellites,* — among  whom  was  the  cobbler  Simon, — • 

appoinfec!  ns  guard  over  fha  tyrant's  children,  sliaJi  be  reworjed  by  a 

montlily  siJary,  at  the  rate  of  six  thousand  ilvres  a  year,  to  be  paid  bj  the 

eommii,3ion  of  civil  adminiBtration,  police,  and  tribunals ;  wbich  sum  aliail 

be  cbarged  b;  the  above  commiBsion  on  Ihe  funds  placed  at  tbcir  disposal. 

'"Fhe  repreflentative*  of  Ihe  people,  members  of  the  eommltlte  oi 

general  safety, 

(Signed)         "  GotiPILLEiu   (of  Toatenay),   Bbmtabol,    Mathieu, 

Le  Vasseub  (of  the  Meurthe),  Monmayou,  Eevek- 

€HON,  Clauzkl,  Bovbdon  (of  the  Oise).  Lesagb- 

(Nationa!  Archives,  Case  1,  No.  6308.) 

*  We  give  the  somes  as  they  are  given  in  the  report  of  their  exeontion, 
and  warrant  for  their  death  ;— 
I. — Marimillen  Robpspierre,  aged  35  years,  a  native  of  Arraa,  reeling 
at  Paris,  Rue  Saint-HonorS,  section  of  Piques. 
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to  Qsecution.     Eobesplerre   had  on  the  same  coat  wliioli  he 
wore  on  the  day  of  the  fete  of  the  Supreme  Being ;  and  Simon, 


3. — Georges  Confhon,  a^ed  38  years,  anntivo  of  Orzaj,  department  of 

'     Pnj-de-D8me,  residing,  at  Paria,  Cour  da  Manage. 
3. — Louis-Jean-BaptiBte-Thomaa  Lavalotte,  aged  40  ^eurs,  a  native  of 

Fitris,  residing  tliere,  No,  320  Rne  Honor^. 
4. — Fmn^oiB  Henriot,  aged  35  jears,  a  native  of  Nanterre,  near  Paris, 

residing  at  Pm'is,  Sue  de  la  Clef. 
S. — Eeni-Franjoia  Dnmaa,  sged  37  years,  a  native  of  Jussey,  department 
of  the  Upper  Sa6ne,  residing  at  Paris,  M^aon  de  Convenaiice,  Kne 
de  S^ne-Qermaiu. 
6. — Antoine  S^nt-Juat,  aged  2Q  years,  a  native  of  I.ia^,  department  of 

tlie  NiSvre,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  3  Hue  Canmaitin. 
T. — Claode-Frangois  Payan,   aged  2'3  jeara,  a  native  of  Saul-ies-Fon- 
tiunes,  department  of  the  Dr6me,  residing  at  Paris,   Hue  de  la 
Lil^elt^,  section  of  Marat. 
8. — Jacques-Claude  Bernard,  aged  31  years,  redding  at  Paria,  Bus 

Bernard,  section  of  MontreniL 
9. — Adrien-Nieolas  Globeau,  aged  36  years,  native  of  Vineennea,  deports 

ment  of  Paris,  Na  630,  Kue  de  la  Chaise,  section  of  Croii-Bouge. 

10. — Antoine  Gency,  cooper,  aged  33  years,  a  native  of  Keims,  department 

of  the  Marne,  residing  at  Paris,  Rue  de  i'  Oursine,  Faubourg  MaroeL 

II. — Hioolfls- Joseph  Vivier,  aged  50  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  reading 

there.  Hue  Germdn-Musenm. 
12. — Jean-Baptiste-Edmond  Leseot-Fleuriot,  artist,  aged  13  yea      a   at  ve 

uf  BruBsels,  residing  at  Paris,  at  the  Mairie. 
]3. — Antoine  Simon,  shoemaker,  aged  58  years,  a  native  of  frojes   dft- 

partment  of  the  Aube,  residing  al  Paris,  No.  32  Rue  Marat 
14>. — Denia-Etieiine  Laurent,  aged  32  years,  a  native  of  Pa       r    ding 

there.  No.  13  Rue  Gtt-le-Cosuv. 
15. — Jaoques-Louis-Frld&'io  Wouamfie,  aged  29  years,  a  nat   e  of  Par  a, 

residinjt  there.  No.  10  Rne  de  I'Hirondelle. 
16. — JeaU'Etienne  Foresticr,  tbunder,  aged  If  years,  a  native  of  Faria, 

residing  there,  Rae  du  FIStre-Avoyo. 
17. — Aoguatin-Bon-Joseph   Robespierre,   a  native  of  Arras,  reading  ^ 

Paris,  Rue  Florentin. 
18. — Nicolas  GuSrin,  receiver,  aged  52  years,  a  native  of  Benumont-sur- 
Ome,  department  of  Calvados,  residing  at  Pai'is,  No.  5(3  Rue  du 
Faubourg  Montinartre^ 
19. — Jean-Bapliste-Mathieu  Dhazard,  hairdresser,  aged  SO  years,  a  native 
of  Paris,  residing  there.  No.  101  Rue  Honor^,  seclionof  iho  Gardes. 
Francaises, 
W. — Chriatophe  Coohefer,  nphoUterer,  a  native  of  Gonesse,  department  of 
fieine-et-Oise,  reuding  at  Pari^  No.  418  Bue  Heriy. 
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the  same  carmagnole  lie  had  had  at  the  Temple,  while  he  exer- 
cised his  fttnctions  as  tutor  there.     There  was 


21. — CharloB-JacqueB-MatJiJen  Bougon,  aged  57  yeoTB,  annlire  of  Tour- 
ville,  departmenl  of  CulTados,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  64  Ruis  Laaarfv 
section  of  Mont-Blanc. 
22, — Jean-Marie  Quenet,  wood  deader,  a  native  of  Commnne-Affl-aaclue, 
residing  at  Paris,  No.  78  Rhh  de  la  Mortellwie. 

"  Eiamined  the  extract  of  the  nentenee  of  the  revolationatj 
tvibimal,  and  of  the  report  of  tiie  execution,  dated  the 
loth  instant 

(Signed)     "  NEiaor,  Eegiatrar'a  Ckrk. 
■'  TKiAt.  Public  Officer." 
The  batch  of  viotima  next  daj  was  more  conaiderable ;  ilie  vicfors,  who 
hod  first  struck  tlieiv  moat  redonhlabje  enemies,  had  had  time  to  name  a 
gieat  number,  and  to  attaint  the  fjreater  pari  of  lliose  members  of  the 
Commune  who  had  long  prevailed  againat  the  Convenlioii.    The  readra: 
will  find  the  names  of  several  of  the  Temple  commissaries  in  !ho  following 
list  ;— 
1. — Berfrand  Arnaud,  ag«d   55  jears,  a  native  of  Tigne,  departoient  rf 

Mont-Blanc,  residing  at  Paris,  No,  4  Rue  Favart 
3.— -Jean-Baptiste  Cr^pin  Taillebot,  maton,  aged  58  years,  a  native  of 
Jouj-Ie-Pevple,   department  of  Sdne-et-Oise,  reiadiiig  at  Paris, 
Bae  dn  Fauburg-du-Temple,  . 
3. — Servais-Besudoin  Boullanger,  jeweller,  M;ed  38  years,  a  native  of 

Lijge,  redding  at  Paris,  No.  S9  Rue  Honor^ 
•1. — Prosper  Sijas,  clerk,  aged  85  jears,  a  native  of  Vir,  department  of 

Calvados,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  21  Rue  Grange- Batplifere. 
6. — Pierre  Remj,  tojinan,  aged  45  jears,  a  native  of  Chaumont,  depart- 
ment of  the  Upper  Maine,  reading  at  Paris,  Ho.  695  Rue  Louia, 
section  of  IndiviaibilitC 
G. — Claude- Anfoine  Deltroit,  miller,  aged  43  years,  a  native  of  Pontmse, 
department  of  Seine-et-Oise,  residing  at  Paris,  So.  21  Rue  de  la 
M^gisKerie. 
7. — Jean-Guillaame-FranQois  Vocannu,  mercer,  aged  37  years,  a  native 
of  Germain-de-Mnutgommerj,  department  of  Calvados,  residing  at 
Paris,  Rue  du  Mouceau. 
S.^CJande  Biganf,  paintw,  i^ed  40  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  reading 
there,   No.   5  Rue  des  Boukngeiii-Vietor,  section  of  the   Sana- 
Culottes. 
9, — Jean-Chai'les  Leaii'e,  former,  aged  48  years,  a  native  of  Rosay,  de- 
parfmeiit  of  Seine-et-Maine,  residing  at  Paris,  Quai  de  I'Unioa, 
section  of  Fraternity 
10. — Jean-Baptiste-EmmaiinelLegendre,  aged  63  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
residing  there,  No.  515  Ene  dela  Monnaie,  section  of  tlis  Museum. 
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cTO'vd  of  people  in  the  strecta,  who  pui-sued  the  fatal  tumbril 
ivith    thunderB  of  imprecatiocs.     A  man,    deconfJy   clothed, 


11. — Jeaii-Pliilippe-Victor  Charlemagne,  schoolmnster,  ngcd  26  yeavs,  a 

native  of  Paris,  reBiiling  tliere,  No.  02  Rue  <le  Clefy. 
12. — Pieri'e-Nicola'i  Delaeouv,  notary,  aged  37  years,  a  native  of  Beaiivaisi 

depRi'lment  of  the  Oiae,  residing  at  Paiis,  Bns  I^ciive-EustaclK^ 

section  of  Bnitiia 
18. — Aiijinstiii-Gerniain  Joberf,   meiidiant,   oged  SO  jeavs,  a  natirp  of 

Montignj-sar-Auije,  department  of  the  Cote-d'Or,  residing  at  Paris, 

Rue  des  PrSolieiu'a. 
It. — Pierre-Lonis  Paris,  aged  3.5  years,  a  iiatiie  of  Paris,  residing  there, 

No.  27  Kne  das  Carnies,  sectioa  of  the  Pantheon. 
IS. — Claude  Jonqnoy,  toyman,  aged  4i  years,  a  native  of  Masaiae,  deparU 

ment  of  Cantal,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  15  Rue  Jeaii-Rohert,  section 

of  tlie  Gi'ttvilUers. 
16. — Prfng-Touasaint  Daubaneouvt,  tnink-malter,  aged  58  years,  o  native 

of  Paris,  residing  there.  Ho.  23  Rue  dea  Petita-Oiamps,  section  of 

liie  Halle  am  Riga. 
17. — Jean-Baptiate  Vincent,  builder,  aged  36  years,  a  native  of  Moatiev- 

SaintJean,  department  of  the  C6te  d'Or,  residing  at  Paris,  Rue 

de  Cl6ry,  section  of  Bonne-Nouvelle. 
18. — Martin  Wichl«rieh,  shoemaker,  agdd  iS  years,  n  native  of  Coli^o, 

residing  at  Paris,  Bue  de  Lappe,  section  of  Popinconrt. 
19. — Pierre  Henry,  lottery  office  keeper,  aged  48  years,  a  native  of  Riz, 

department  of  Var,  residing  at  Pai'is,itne  Antoine,  section  of  i'ln- 

divisihihte 
20. — Jean  Caaenave,  tradesman's  clert,  aged  38  years,  a  native  of  Belle- 
ville, near  Paru,  rc&iding  at   Paris,   Rne  d'Orleans,  section  of 

I' Homme  Arme 
21. — Jean-Louis  Gilliert,  pasfrjoook,  aged  *3  years,  a  native  of  Luzancy- 

la-Mame,  department  of  Seine-et-Mame,  reaiding  at  Paris,  No. 

53  Fanboui'g  Denis,  section  of  the  North. 
22. — Pierre  Girod,  mercer,  aged  27  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing 

thei'e,  No,  10  Rue  des  Deus-Ponts,  section  of  Fraternity,  husband 

of  Antoinette- Adelaide  Rominira. 
23. — FraugoiB  Pelletier,  wine-dealer,  aged  33  years,  a  native  of  Chemmoni 

department  of  the  Marne,  reading  at  Paris,  Rue  du  Fauhourg- 

2i. — Ni<xilaa  J&i'osme,  turner,  aged  44  yeai's,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing 

thei'e,  No.  21S  Rue  Jaoquea-ia-Boucherie. 
25. — Jean-Baptisle  Cochoia,  tradesman's  clerk,  oged  63  years,  a  native  of 

Paria,  residing  there,  Rue  de  I'Egalitfe. 
5,B.— Jea'i-L^onard  Sarrot,  pabter,  aged  SI  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  ru- 

Riding  there,  No.  46  Rue  du  Faubonrg-Franciiide. 
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forced  his  way  tlirough  the  crowd,  and  seizing  hold  of  one  of 
tie  bars  of  the  cart,  contemplated  for  some  moments,  in  silence, 


17, — Henfe  Grenard,  paper-maker,  aged  45  years,  a  natiTe  of  La  Garenne, 

department  of   Seine-et-Oise,  residing  at  Paris,  B.ue  et  Section 

dei  Piques. 
;8. — JaeqneE  Laenier,  lawyer,  aged  52  years,  aiiative  of  Bezoir-LatSri^re, 

deparfment  of  Seine-et-Mame,  residing  at  Paris,  Ho  286  Hue  du 

Four- Germain, 
19. — Marc-Martial-Andtfi  Miircier,  bookseller,  aged  43  years,  a  native  of 

Paris,  residing  there,  No.  1S8  Koe  Nenre-dee-Capuciuee,  husband 

of  Anno  de  By. 
0. — Jean-Pierre  Bernard,  etenard,  aged  3S  years,  natire  of  La  Clialadei 

department   of   tlie   Ueuee,   tending   at   Paris,    Bus  Gemmin- 

1. — Etlenne-Antoine  Sonars,  aged  66  years,  a  native  of  Aberrilliers, 
called  les  Vertea,  district  of  La  Frunciade,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  82 
Ene  dee  VienjT-Augustins. 

2. — Dominique  Mettot,  general  agent,  aged  45  years,  a  native  or  Nancy, 
department  of  La  Meurthe,   residing  at   Paris,   at  tlie  Maison 


53, — Louis-Joseph  Meroier,  joiner,  nged  4*  years,  n  native  of  Sacy.Je. 

Grand,  department  of  the  Oise,  reeidiiig  at  Paris,  No.  14  Hue  des 

Troia-Pistulets,  section  of  the  Arsenal, 
ii, — Jean- Jacques  Baurieux,  elockmater,  aged  45  years,  a  native  of  Dartois, 

deportment  of  the  Bouches-du-Ithone,  residing  at  Puris,  No,  IB  Rue 

du  Panbonrg-Honor6. 
15, — Antoine  Jametel,  aged  Bi  years,  a  native  of  Moissy,  department  of 

Sdne-et-Marne,   residing  at  Paris,   No.   IS   Eue  de  hi  Grande- 

Truanderie,  hasband  of  Louise-Pauline  HoiHenx. 
i6, — Ponee  Tanchou,  engraver,  aged  82  years,  a  native  of  Bourges,  de. 

psrtment  of  the  Cher,  residing  at  Paris,  Ko.  42  Cloitre  Notre- 

Dame,  hnsband  of  Jeanne-Marie  Beliaz. 
17. — Marc-Louis  DesvJeax,  aged  44  years,  a  native  of  Pari%  residing 

there,  Rue  Monlorgneil. 
iS. — Francois- A nguste  PafF,  cap-makei',  aged  11  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 

residing  tJiere,  Bae  de  la  Joaillerie,  section  of  Arcie,  hnsliand  of 

Catberine-Fran^oise  Bourgain. 
i0, — JaequBS-Mathurin  Lelifivre,  engraver,  aged  40  years,  a  native  of 

Paris,  reading  there.  No.  262  Rue  Martin, 
Ml.— Louis- FrangoisDorignj,  carpenter,  aged  38  years,  a  native  of  BmySre, 

department  of  Aiane,  residing  at  Paris,  No,  17  Rue  Popineourt. 
H.— Pierre-Alexandre  Lonvet,  piunter,  aged  33  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 

residing  there.   No.   £2  Bae  dos   Blanos-Maiiteaux,  husband  of 

Franjoiae  LiSde. 
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the  hideous  spectacle  presented  by  Robespierre,  covered  with 
blood  and  dirt,  his  jaw  shattered,  one  eje  out  of  its  socket,  and 


42, — Joan -Jacques  I/obin,  painter,  aged  39  yeara,  a  native  «f  Paris,  re- 

Biding  there.  No.  24  Roe  de  la  Rfcvolution. 
48.— Jaoquefl-Pierre  Coru,  com-ueller,   aged  63  jpars,  a  naiive  of  Noof, 
department  of  Ome,  reaidiiig  at  Paris,  No.  229  Rue  Antoine, 

41, — Pierre-Simon-Joseph  Jaiilt,  arliet,  agfid  30  years,  a  native  of  Reims, 
department  of  Mame,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  371  Rue  Claude, 

45. — Jaan-Eaptiste  Bergot,, currier,  afjed  BB  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  re- 
siding tliere.  No.  11  Rue  Frangaiso, 

46. — Jacques-Nicolas  Lumlfere,  musician,  aged  45  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
reading  there,  No.  4  Rue  TliibautodJ. 

47. — Jean  Paquotte,  sculptor,  ag^d  48  jears,  a  native  of  Trojes,  depart- 
ment of  Aube,  residing  at  Pai'is,  No.  1114  at  the  ex-abbey  of  Saint- 
Germain. 

48, — Jacqnen-Nicolas  Blin,  professional  writer,  aged  63  years,  a  native  of 
Autanton,  department  of  Aisne,  reading  at  Paris,  No.  37  Rue 
Paul. 

49,— Marie-Francois  Langlois,  stationer,  aged  37  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
residing  there.  No  196  Rue  Jacques. 

BO. — Jean-Nicolaa  Langlois,  loclismith,  aged  49  years,  a  native  of  Rouen, 
department  of  the  Lower  Seine,  residing  at  Paiis,  No.  38  Rue 
Georges. 

51. — Jacques  Moine,  clerli  and  boot-keeper,  aged  39  years,  a  native  of 
Commune-Affranehie,  residing  at  Paris,  No  78  OldKuadu  Temple, 

S2. — Jean-Bapdste  Chavingny,  clerk,  aged  6B  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
residing  there.  No.  43  Rue  du  Fauhoui^-Moiitmartre. 

63. — Charles  Hoant  Daeboisseaui,  aged  39  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  re- 
siding there.  Rue  de  la  Fraternilfe. 

54. — Andr6  Marcel,  mason,  aged  53  years,  a  native  of  Rosny,  dcparfineiit 
of  Seine-et-Oise,  residing  at  Paris,  Faubourg  Martin. 

Cfi. — Martial  Oamory,  iiair-dresser,  aged  46  years,  a  native  of  GnSret 
department  of  La  Crease,  residing  at  Paris,  Rue  da  Coq-Honor6. 

BS. — Pierce  Haener,  printer,  aged  52  years,  a  native  of  Nancy,  depart- 
ment of  La  Menrthe,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  34  Rno  Mardn. 

ST. — Pierre-Jacques  le  Grand,  lawytT,  aged  61  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
residing  there.  No.  5  Rue  d'Enfer,  in  the  Citl. 

58, — Kerre-L6on  Lamiral,  fruiterer,  aged  38  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  re- 
siding there.  Rue  Beauregard,  section  of  Bonne  Nouvelle,  husband 
of  Marie  Grain, 

69, — Jean-Pierre  Eudes,  stone-cutter,  aged  31  years,  a  native  of  Paris, 
reading  there.  No,  38  Rue  dee  JuiE^ 

60. — Edme-Margnerito  Lauvin,  ageil  60  years,  a  native  of  Vezelaj,  de- 
partment of  Yonne,  residing  at  Pai'is,  No.  23  Rue  Gwffrey-Lasnier. 
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hangiag  on  iiis  clieek-  This  person  addressed  no  ivords  of 
insult  Lo  tlie  djing  man  he  looked  upon ;  he  only  said  to  him, 
with  a  cft)m  and  solemn  voice:  "Yes,  there  is  a,  God  !"* 

61. — Piovre  Diimez,  engitieei-,  aged  37  jonrs,  a  native  of  Lafer{6-aaN 
Ourli,  department  of  Aisne,  residing  at  Paris,  No,  26  Hue  de  la 

62. — Deitj^a  Duinontler,  iiulM,  aged  51  yearf^  a  mttive  of  Paris,  residing 
there,  Hue  de  la  Poterie. 

63.~Jean-Ciaude  Glrardin,  fan-maker,  aged  18  year^  a  native  of  Pari% 
reaiding  tliere,  No.  28  Rtie  Transnonain. 

64.— Jacques-Louis  Cresson,  cabinet-maker,  aged  49  years,  a  natiire  of 
Paris,  residing  there,  No.  35  Rne  dea  Deux-EcBS. 

65.-— Francois-Laurent  Chatelin,  professor  of  drawing,  aged  43  years,  a 
native  of  Nanoj,  department  of  La  Meurthe,  residing  at  Paris,  No. 
98  Rne  Qnincampoix. 

6B. — Joseph  Alai-oine,  tailor,  aged  63  years,  a  native  of  La  Venifire,  de- 
partment of  the  Oise,  residing  at  Paris,  Grands  Piliers  de  la 
Tonnellerie. 

67. — PleiTfl-Frangois  Devanx,  gardener,  aged  63  years,  a  native  of  Gon- 
pillSrev  department  of  Calvados,  residing  at  Paris,  Hue  Plume^ 
Sficdon  of  the  Bonnet- Kouge,  husband  of  Elizabeth- Charlotte  Dive. 

68. — Clftnde  Benard,  aged  28  years,  a  native  of  Paris,  residing  there,  Una 
Boueher. 

69. — Jacques  Morel,  writer,  aged  55  years,  a  native  of  Vandceuvre,  de- 
partment of  Aabe,  residing  at  Paris,  Na  659  Eue  du  Marche- 

70, — NieolM  Naudin,  joiner,  'aged  8S  years,  a  native  of  Ville-sur-Yon, 

department  of  La  Moselle,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  5  Ruo  Chariot. 
71. — Joseph  Karel,  surgeon,  ^^d  48  years,  a  native  of  Tarasoon,  depart- 
ment of  BoacIies-du-Rh6ne,  residing  at  Paris,  No.  38  Rue  Antoine. 
"  Examined  extract  Irom  the  stntenee  of  the  criminal 
revolutionary  tribunal,  and  from  iJie  report  of 
tite  execution,  in  date  of  the  Ilth  instant. 
(S^ed)         "  Neibot,  Begisli-ar's  Clerk  (as  far  as  Jametel, 
the  36tli  on  tlio  list), 
"DucKAY,  Kegiatrnr's  Clerk  (from  Tanehou, 
the  seth,  to  tlie  end), 
"  27th  Thermidor,  2nd  year  of  the  Republic, 
"Tbiil,  Public  Officer." 
•  These  were  not  tlie  only  words  which  Eobespierre  was  enabled  to 
difitinguiah  amid  the  oursea  that  resounded  from  every  !ip.     The  people 
having  obliged  the  cart  to  stop  before  the  house  he  bad  oeeupied  in  the 
Rue  Siuat-Iloijore,  a  woman,  young  and  weU-droascd,  said  to  him,  in  a 
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I  koow  not  whetlier  theae  words  recurred  to  Lflurent,  on 
the  night  of  the  11th  Thermidor,  whea  he  took  posses- 
sion of  his  future  charge  at  the  tower;  but,  it  is  certain  that 
the  exaggerated  nature  of  his  political  opinions  had  not  extin- 
guished every  sentiment  of  humanity  in  his  heart,  and  that, 
as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  he  gave  many  proofs  of  his  com- 
paasionato  feeling  for  the  onfortunate  child  committed  to  hia 


Laurent  had  arrived  at  the  Temple  in  the  evening.  The 
municipals  hai3  received  him  in  the  council-room  on  the  ground- 
floor,  and  it  visa  not  until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  that  they 
conducted  him  to  the  apartment  of  little  Capet :  the  visit  to 
his  sister  was  deferred  till  the  next  day. 

Laurent  had  been  apprised  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
prisoner  was  treated,  but  he  was  far  from  having  formed  an 
exact  idea  of  the  state  in  which  he  was  to  find  him  :  he  had 
not  supposed  that  the  retirement  of  Simon  and  his  wife  would 
have  added  to  the  misery  of  his  situation.  What,  therefore, 
was  hia  surprise,  when  on  reaching  the  entranoe-door  hia 
senses  were  assailed  by  a  noisome  smell  issuing  from  the 
grating  of  the  royal  orphan's  room ;  and  what  his  terror,  when, 
peering  through  the  wicket  into  the  dungeon,  one  of  the  muni- 
cipals called  loudly  for  Capet,  and  no  Capet  replied !  After 
having  been  many  times  summoned,  there  came  at  last  a  feeble 
"  Yes  !  "  in  reply,  but  unaccompanied  by  any  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  speaker.  No  amount  of  threatening  could  make 
the  victim  rise  and  come  to  the  wicket,  and  it  wag,  therefore, 
at  the  distance  of  twenty  feet  from  him,  and  by  the  light  of  a 

tone  of  ferocity  that  contiasted  strong]  j  wllh  the  gentle  oast  of  her  ifeatures : 
"Mcmater,  yoor  death  overwhelme  me  with  dtlight!  Why  can  jou  not 
die  a  thottsand  times  orei' !  Descend  to  hetl  with  the  corses  of  all  moihera 
and  wives  on  your  head  .'"  After  siijing  this,  she  retired,  sohhing  bitterly. 
[Fhis  house  in  the  Bue  Saint-Honor^,  where  Mnirimilien  Bo1)e3[>ien'e 
occupied  a  humhle  room  on  the  first  floor,  over  the  conrt-yard,  bears  the 
number  398.  The  gi'ound-floor  was  let  to  Duploj,  a  joiner,  whose  daughter 
Marianne  had  found  &voiir  in  the  sight  o(  the  deputy  of  Anas, 
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candle  turned  upon  his  pallet,  that  the  commissaries  presentee! 
the  heir  of  the  valiant  race,  who  for  eight  centuries  had  filled 
the  first  throne  of  the  tmivei'se,  to  his  new  keeper !  Laurent 
was  ohliged  to  accept  tlie  charge  of  tlie  eon  of  Louis  XVI  in 
this  monnei  however  he  conceived  that  his  responsibility  was 
Loucemed  in  pointing  out  the  condition  in  which  he  was  given 
up  to  his  keeping  and  next  day  he  addressed  a  requrat  to 
the  committee  of  general  safety  that  an  examination  should 
be  made  The  MBit  he  had  paid  to  hia  prisoner  on  the 
fallowing  morning  hai  mide  him  feel  more  strongly  still 
that  such  a  step  was  necessary  Ou  looking  through  the 
wicket  he  had  heen  seized  with  i  feelmg  of  unmingled  horror, 
which  hid  ^rang  his  heart  the  immobility  and  silence  of  the 
child  had  not  given  way,  even  when  kindly  addressed  in  gentle 
tones.  Philosopher  and  revolutionist  as  he  was,  Laurent  had 
felt  his  whole  being  stirred  hj  a  feeling  of  religion  in  presence 
of  such  a  spectacle  ! 

His  ofSciai  request  was  attended  to  two  days  afterwards, 
I3th  Thormidor,  Snd  year  (8Ist  July,  1764);  several  mem 
hers  of  the  committee  of  general  safety,  accompanied  by  sonir 
municipals,  repaired  to  the  tower  to  examine  into  the  state  oi 
the  prisoner.  They  called  to  him,  but  he  answered  not;  they 
then  ordered  the  room  to  be  opened;  one  of  the  workmen 
attacked  the  bars  of  the  wicket  so  vigorously  that  he  was  able 
to  put  his  head  in,  and  seeing  the  unfortunate  child,  he  asked 
him  why  he  had  not  replied;  the  child  was  silent.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  door  was  removed,  and  the  visitors  entered  the 
room.  Then  was  there  seen  the  siost  horrible  spectacle  that 
it  ia  given  to  man  to  conceive  ;  a  hideous  spectacle,  the  like  ot 
which  can  never  he  presented  again  in  the  annals  of  a  civilized 
people,  and  on  which  the  very  murderera  of  Louis  XVI.  could 
not  look  without  a  mournful  pity  mingled  with  terror!  In  a 
dark  room,  from  which  exhaled  an  odour  of  corruption  and 
death,  on  a  dirty  unmade  bed,  barely  covered  with  a  fihhj 
cloth  and  ragged  pair  of  trousere,  a  child  of  nine  years  old  was 
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Ijing  motionless,  liis  back  bent,  tis  face  wan  anil  vrasted  with 
misery,  and  whence  had  fled  that  ray  of  sparkling  intelligence 
■whicli  encirded  it  in  days  gone  by;  on  hb  features,  bo  delicate 
in  form,  was  now  to  be  seen  nothing  but  an  expression  of  most 
mournful  apathy  and  most  complete  inaction,  which  seemed  to 
evmt,e  piofound  insensibility  His  discoloured  lips  anl  hollow 
cheeks  had  a  sort  of  gieemsh  tmge  in  then  ghastly  pileness 
even  his  blie  eyes  enlai^ed  by  the  thinness  tf  his  lace  but 
from  winch  ill  bnghtnesa  was  gone  now  that  they  lij  longer 
leflectt-l  tiie  azure  light  of  heaven  seemed  to  have  tJten  a 
gieyisb  grei'ni&h  tint  m  their  dull  immobihty  His  hexd 
and  neck  weie  fretted  by  purulent  sores  his  leg^t  tliighs  aad 
aims  lank  mi  angulai  were  lengthened  di^pioportionately  at 
the  exjpane  of  the  uppei  5.  ut  of  his  boly  his  knees  and 
■wnsts  weie  coieiedwith  blue  and  yellow  tweliings  his  feet 
and  bauds  unbke  in  appearance  to  human  flesh  ■neie  armed 
with  nails  of  ju  immense  length  having  the  consistency  of 
horn,  on  Lis  little  temples  the  bemtiful  fan  hair  once  dea 
tined  to  weai  the  ("lown  of  fiance  and  now  to  her  shame 
given  up  to  the  attaLks  of  veimm  was  stuck  fast  by  an 
mvetente  scurf  like  pitch  Lis  bodj  also  was  co^eied  with 
vermin  bugs  and  lice  ciowded  tcgethcr  in  eveiy  fold  of  his 
ragged  sheets  anl  blanket  over  which  great  black  sjiders 
ciawled  bueh  was  the  appearance  of  thU  emaciated  chill, 
who  ha  1 110  longer  the  power  to  preseive  aheait — a  heirt  once 
so  loMDi,  and  bo  nuble  ' — and  who  was  wasting  awaj  m  tliit 
pestilential  chamber,  to  which  the  Augean  stables  would  have 
been  a  cleanly  spot — an  enviable  abode  ! 

At  the  noise  made  by  opening  the  door,  (he  child  had 
started  with  a  nervous  motion;  he  turned  his  headliut  slightly, 
scarcely  glancing  to  see  who  was  coming  in,  and  trembling 
in  silence  like  a  sparrow  in  view  of  the  hawk.  Many 
questions  wore  put  to  him,  but  he  answered  none  of  them ; 
a  look-^vague,  uncertain,  expressionless — wandered  over  the 
countenances    of    hia    visitors:    at    that   moment    he    would 
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not  have  been  taken  for  mad,  but,  alas !  for  an  idiot.  Surprised 
at  finding  his  dinner  almost  untouched  on  the  little  tahle,  oue 
of  the  commissaries  aslted  him  why  he  did  not  eat?  This 
question  met,  at  first,  with  no  better  reception  than  the  others, 
it        t     as.  1 1  m         r     ted  Ij  tl      Id    t  m  th 

A  I   Ut  1      h  d     II        Ii  d  i  I  wl         g    J   1 

ptflm  dit       Icctlhdmll 

NIhtd  U  almddte  It 

hi  1  d  1  \  th    I  t  1  w    t  f   11  th  t  h    d    m  d 

h         fl  rrmlblhmj  lllimdh 

1   J  1  Ih       w       fl         ly        d    th  t        Id  be 

t    t  1  f   m   h  m         tl  Ih  m  m     bl  t      h  1 

1  Itl  mtld  fmlhhw 

L  kwl       tottmthginf  fh 

P 

Idd         mj      vttthlhx  fL  th 

pi  1         jl      1    1      tm  d    1  m  h     f   1 

ai  b        t  m  Wh  1  g  tb     p  mpl  y  1    b    t 

thto  dth         m  m        plh        u^ldh 

tl      th        d    !j  tl  as      t  b    did       t  f  ai    1    tl 

IQ       tJ  m     h    L  1  t  IV  tl  h  !d  f    m     t 

1  g  Ij  1  f  f  omp-o  mg  I  KM  1  k  P  late 
abound  in  revolutions ;  Ibev  ra  se  ti  e  cross  on  Calvary,  and 
wash  their  bands,  prajmg  bat  tl  e  blood  of  the  righteous  fall 
not  back  on  their  beads  eerv  ng  the  fi  r  oua  wrath  of  all  powers 
yet  standing,  and  deserting  the  cause  of  all  fallen  greatness, 
these  men  do  not  niake  revolutions  themselves,  but  they  fall 
in  with  all.  Laurent  was  net  one  of  those  cowards  who  see 
the  good  and  let  the  evil  be  done, — wl  p  fe  tl  r  1  fe  to 
their  coQscience,  and  their  repose  to  truth  1  e  j  t  It!  vi  t  m 
and  had  the  courage  to  do  him  good. 

At  first  it  was  not  without  much  d  ffi  It  a  d  w  th  the 
assent  of  the  deputies  appointed  to  the  mu  at  n  that  h 
succeeded  in  getting  leave  for  Caron  to  g  f  m  iul  am 
water  to  bathe  the  child's  sores.     The  c  ma  n  s  tatel 
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to  consent  to  it,  so  fearful  were  men  at  that  period  that  pity 
should  be  denounced  as  a  crime. 

The  grated  door  and  wicket  wore  not  put  up  again,  the 
old  door  was  Lung  as  it  had  been  in  Simon's  time,  and  the 
number  of  dosser-like  coverings  of  the  win(fows  diminished, 
in  order  to  change  the  air  and  give  more  light.  The  room 
was  purified.  While  tMs  was  being  done,  the  invalid  had 
been  carried  injo  the  room  once  occupied  hy  the  King  his 
father,  and  had  been  laid,  for  a  time,  on  the  iron  bedstead 
to  the  left  of  the  entrance.  The  Prince's  look  was  almost 
inanimate,  and  he  took  no  heed  of  what  was  passing  around 
him.  Laurent  had  another  bed  brought  in,  on  which  he 
laid  the  child ;  he  changed  his  linen,  gave  him  a  bath,  and 
sent  for  Mother  Mathieu  to  cut  his  hair  and  comb  it  out. 
Mother  Mathieu  was  a  fat,  good  kind  of  woman,  who  managed 
Pfiro  Lefevre's  tavern.  This  was  not  ail:  the  disease  he 
had  in  his  head  and  neck  called  for  particular  attention, 
and,  at  Laurent's  request,  a  municipal,  who  had  been  a  sur- 
geon, used  to  come  from  time  to  time  to  examine  and  bathe 
bis  sores.  His  wardrobe  was  in  a  state  of  most  absolute  poverty, 
and,  also  at  Laurent's  request,  a  tailor  was  authorised  to 
make  him  a  complete  suit  of  clothes.  This  suit  was  made  of 
fine  cloth  of  a  daik  slat«  colour,  and  consisted  of  pantaloons, 
a  round  waistcoat,  and  a  jacket  of  the  same  colour. 

The  unfortunate  child  could  not  at  first  understand  these 
marks  of  interest.  He  had  imbibed  so  great  a  fear  of  mankind 
that,  notwithstanding  the  shocking  misery  in  which  he  was 
dying,  he  had  not  been  able  to  see  without  terror  that  his 
prison  door  was  opened,  and  tUat  a  man  was  allowed  to  have 
free  access  to  him ;  but  this  first  impulse  had  been  succeeded 
by  a  feeling  of  surprise,  almost  of  stupor,  when  he  saw  that 
this  man  came  to  him  with  open  arms,  and  a  compassionate 
expression  in  his  face.  "Why  do  yon  take  such  care  of  me?" 
asked  the  child  of  him  one  day,  surprised  at  his  attentions ; 
and  when  Laurent  answered  him  kindly :  "  I  thought  you  did 


...Coogic 


h  h  h 

h  MX. 


h     comb    h 


ki  d  mgh 


te    d  I 


d  d  p  h  m  Lap     a  m 

soon  as  the  ftist  agony  of  the  pain  was  a  little  abated,  he  would 
feel  a  E,oit  ot  grief  and  shame  at  having  beeo  overcome,  and 
humg  alioweiftcn  that  acknowledged  himself  defeated  to  be 
heitd  One  d^j  wiien  he  had  failed  in  this  respect. he  called 
th  suigeon  who  'was  about  to  withdraw,  back  by  a  sign,  and 
sailtD  him  m  a&oft  voice:  "Thank  you!  Thank  you,  sir  ! 
and  fojgive  me  1     hying  a  significant  emphasis  on  the  lant 

The  custom  adrjted  by  Simon  of  giving  the  Prince  no 
other  name  b  it  Gapet,  a  custom  pursued  by  the  municipals 
and  all  the  other  persons  employed  at  the  Temple,  was 
ab  lislied  h\  La.urent  From  his  flrat  entrance  into  the  tower 
the  lattei  had  called  him  "  M.  Charles,"  and,  from  that  time, 
commis  aiies  and  keepers  too  called  him  by  this  name.  Only 
8 jme  called  him  '  Charles,"  and  "  thou,"and  others  said  "M 
Charles,"  and  "  you."     These  last,  as  will  readily  be  believed. 
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lootcut's  iindnesa.  ~~~  "~ 

were  considered  more  favourably  by  Mm;  tlie  being. called 
"  thou"  had  always  been  accompanied  with  the  hardest  treat- 
ment and  coarsest  insult.  A  silent  and  accurate  olserver,  a 
single  word  was  sometimes  sufBcient  to  direct  him  in  his 
feelings  and  conduct  with  respect  to  the  commissaries.  Although 
the  fall  of  Eobespierre  had  given  a  little  breathing  time  to 
France,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  she  had  been  entirely 
freed  from  that  "  liberty"  ■which  some  years  afterwards  made 
her  cherish  the  dictatorship.  No,  tyranny  was  less  bloody 
than  before,  but  it  was  as  dark  as  oyer,  and  the  victors  of  the 
9th  Thermidor  were  scarcely  superior  in  chai-actev  to  the  van- 
quished :  it  was  a  civil  war  between  the  patrons  of  the  guillotine. 
The  Convention  preserved  the  same  spirit,  and  hatred,  and 
terror  that  liad  influenced  them  before.  The  face  of  the 
child-king,  lilte  a  living  reproach,  loolied  out  menacingly 
upon  them  from  the  gloom  of  his  dungeon.  The  committees, 
constantly  disputing  among  themselves,  multiplied  their  spies 
and  satellites.  Tlie  same  uneasiness,  the  same  precautions, 
were  at  work  outside  the  tower  ;  the  only  difference  was,  that 
there  was  a  little  less  sQffering  within.  Laurent  himself, 
ardent  republican  though  he  was,  had  been  involuntarily  seized, 
if  not  with  affection,  at  least  with  profound  pity  for  the 
tyrant's  son.  The  necessity  he  was  under  of  leaving  him,  as 
had  been  the  case  before,  in  continual  solitude,  was  pai«ful 
to  him,  for  he  knew  how  injurious  this  abandonment  (^required 
by  the  hateful  calculation  of  those  in  power)  was  to  the  bodily 
and  mental  state  of  the  child.  He  was  allowed  to  enter  his 
room  only  at  meal-times,  and  then  under  the  constant  watch  of 
a  municipal.  However,  he  sometimes  obtained  permission  to 
take  him  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower  for  a  walk.  Laurent  repre- 
sented this  measure  to  them  as  indispensable  for  the  prisoner's 
health,  and  when  they  happened  to  be  men  of  an  easy  dis. 
position  or  kind  nature  they  did  not  hesitate  to  give  their 
assent.  The  first  time  that  this  favour  was  granted  him  was 
in  the  evenicg,  and  Laurent  taking  the  child  by  the  arm 
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Iji ought  him  upstairs  ilie  platfoim.  of  the  tower  na  I  have 
claewheie  observed  formed  a  sot t  of  gallery  that  went  entirely 
rounl  the  sc(uare  bttwoen  the  roof  winch  restel  upon  it  and 
the  battlewenta  thp  spices  letween  which  being  covered  with 
blmd'^  pievented  the  person  Mallimg  there  from  seeing  oc 
lemg  seen  It  was  a  dehghttil  evening  On  a  tree  in  the 
garden  the  nightmgaie  wis  smgmg  her  sweetest  song  to  the 
retinng  sun  but  what  weie  nightingale  and  vei  lure,  and 
''unbght  without  lilerty'  \nd  «hat  «ere  libeity  without 
one  s  country "  Alas '  if  the  noble  child  was  indeed  free, 
\vhere  could  he  now  find  a  place  to  rest  his  feet?  The  troubled 
waters  of  revolution  covered  all  the  land  of  his  forefathers ; 
and  all  around  the  prison,  where  suftering  was  at  work,  lay 
u  city,  where  men  are  tallung  at  onoe  of  pleasure 
%  of  love  and  crime — the  city  where  laughter  vsaa 
L  with  weeping — the  city  where  embraces  and  accusor 
tions  met— the  city  where  man  amused  and  guillotined  each 
fjthei;!  Of  all  the  broad  domains  of  his  fathers  he  had  not 
even  to  himself  the  narrow  space  he  walked  on,  and  it  would 
have  been  more  easy  for  him  to  enter  into-Paradise  than  to 
leave  this  place,  for  there  was  hut  one  gate  open  from  the 
prison  for  hiia — and  that  was  death  !  From  the  platform  he 
could  see  nothing  but  the  sky,  and  he  did  not  try  to  see  any- 
thing more.  Sometimes  he  heard  the  cries  of  water-carriers  and 
itinerant  vendors  as  tbeypassed  in  the  neighboaring  streets ;  he 
heard  the  distant  sound  of  carriages  rolling  along  upon  the  pave- 
ment ;  he  heard  the  voices  of  happy  unfettered  men  to  whom  life 
is  sweet,  and  who  look  upon  the  sun  whenever  they  like — all 
those  clamorous  cries  that  spring  from  the  breasts  of  the  free, 
and  the  bird-like  tones  of  tlie  children  of  the  people,  passing  down 
below,  whistling  as  they  went  by,  and  stopping  to  buy  a.  cake 
at  the  comer  of  the  street.  But  all  these  sounds,  this  happi- 
ness, were  like  a  mockery  to  the  poor  child,  robbed,  betrayed, 
and  a  captive,  and  made  him  feel  his  misery  the  more;  these 
confused  and  indistinct  murmurs  of  the  great  city  brought  less 


...Google 


230  LOUIS   THE   SEVENTEENTH.  [BOOK  14, 

Improved  Diet 

amusement  thaa  uneasineaa.  The  stirring  life  without  was 
like  the  voice  of  aa  enemy  menacing  him,  after  having  per- 
Beciited  his  father  and  mother.  And  yet,  for  nearly  three  yeara 
the  little  prisoner  had  not  had  30  much  pleasure.  The  air  he 
breathed  revived  the  slight  remains  of  life  and  warmth  in  his 
breast ;  nature  was  not  an  accomplice  in  the  guilt  of  mauMnd. 
He  was  soou  obliged  to  go  in  again.  I  know  aot  whether  the 
vaj  of  sunshiae  that  had  fallen  on  that  poor  young  head  had 
refreshed  the  idea  it  once  cherished ;  whether  the  breeae  of 
Heaven,  inhaled  by  that  parched  breast,  hod  restored  a  feeling 
of  youth  to  his  heart ;  but  as  the  child  went  down,  he  stood 
still  before  the  door  on  the  third  floor,  which  he  had  not 
observed  as  he  ascended  the  stairs,  and  pressing  the  arm  of  hia 
conductor  he  leaned  against  the  wall,  turning  upon  the  door 
a  look  at  once  most  mournful  and  most  eager.  Laurent  drew 
him  away,  in  order  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  recollec- 
tions that  crowded  thick  upon  his  mind.  The  child  turned 
round  again  and  again,  to  repeat  his  farewell  to  the  door, 
which  in  his  fancy  doubtless  still  divided  hira  from  his  mother, 
and  he  was  pursued  by  that  painful  feeling  even  into  his  own 
room.  His  meagre  supper  was  brought  to  him  immediately, 
but  he  scarcely  touched  it  with  hand  or  lip.  He  was  silent  as 
usual,  but  his  glance  .seemed  ever  wistfully  consulting  tha 
eyes  of  his  keeper,  who  soon  retired,  leaving  him  to  the  weary 
solitude  of  his  imprisoned  situation,  and  the  anguish  of  his 

I  mentioned  his  supper.  The  catastrophe  of  the  9th 
Thermidor  had  modified  tho  regulation  fare  of  the  prisoners ; 
with  respect  to  this,  the  decree  of  the  23nd  September,  1793, 
was  to  be  still  observed, — a  plate  of  vegetables  for  breakfast, 
broth,  boiled  meat,  and  one  other  dish  for  dinner,  and  two 
dishes  for  supper.  It  is  true  that  tliia  was  food  suiSoiently 
abundant,  but  how  was  it  dressed  ?  On  what  sort  of  crockery 
served  up  ;  and  with  what  kind  of  knife  and  fork  was  it  to  bo 
eaten  ?    Henry  IV. 'a  wah,  of  the  "  ohioken  iii  the  pot"  to  tlie 
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meanest  of  bis  sulyecte,  v»s  not  to  be  realised  for  the  last  of 
his  cliildien ' 

Notmthstinding  th  care  a  had  been  taken  of  him, 
oer  since  tlie  arnval      L  «  h    young  Prince  remaiced 

tvessneij  ■weak    anl       a  y  silent.     His  features 

btiil  hoie  that  eJipre&si       a  m  d  and  energetic,  which 

\  uuid  seem  to  haie  b  n  h  pn  i  1  characteristic  of  his 
i«i:,ient  race  but  if  m  observer  matched  his  face  for  any  time, 
he  nas  struck  mth  the  unvarying  languor  of  his  eyes  and 
mouth  Solitude  was  completing  the  work  which  ill-usage 
hid  begun 

However,  Laurent  obtained  leave  several  times  to  take 
him  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower.  One  day,  about  noon,  before 
his  dinner,  a  regiment  happened  to  pass  bjr,  with  their  drums 
and  music  The  child  did  not  know, — did  not  now  know  what 
it  was  I  He  pressed  his  keeper's  arm  nervously  with  one  hand, 
while  the  other  was  raised,  as  if  to  malte  a  sign  for  him  to 
listen.  The  drums  had  left  oiF  beating  near  Saint  Elizabeth, 
and  the  bond  was  playing  alone  when  the  regiment  passed 
the  Temple ;  the  child  started,  his  counteaance  grew  ammated, 
and  brightened  little  by  little.  Alaa !  it  was  the  first  har- 
monious sound  he  had  heard  for  years  !  But  this  pleasure  was 
of  short  duration,  and  in  a  few  moments  was  quite  lost  amid 
the  confused  murmurs  of  the  city. 

Another  time,  when,  with  his  keeper  and  the  municipal  on 
duty,  he  was  again  enjoying  a  few  moments  of  liberty  on  the 
top  of  the  tower,  the  Prince's  eyes  were  not  fixed  on  the  sky  as 
they  almost  always  were  ;  they  were  turned  upon  the  ground, 
that  is,  upon  the  platform  and  battlements.  At  first  his 
companions  could  aot  make  out  what  he  was  looking  for,  so 
small  and  unobservable  was  wliat  he  sought.  The  objects  of 
his  search  were  some  poor,  sorry  little  yellow  flowers,  spring- 
ing up  accidentally,  unfavoured  by  any  depth  of  soil,  and 
dragging  on  a  miserable  semblance  of  existence  in  the  cracks 
of  the  stones.     These  flowers,   withering  like    himself,  and 
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The  prisoners  bouquet. 

almost  as  unfortunate,  wanted  earth,  sometimes  moisture, — but 
jet  thej  lived  on !  The  Prinee  gathered  them  up  with  an 
eager  hand,  trying  to  mate  them  into  a  bouquet,  a  difficult 
task,  so  short  and  slight  were  tlieir  stalks.  Flowers  !  his  early 
pleasure]  Alas!  like  himself,  how  faded  !  Music  and  flowers, 
his  two  great  delights  at  Vcraaillea  and  the  Tuileries,  of  which 
he  had  found  a  wan  and  dim  reflection  on  the  tower  of  a 
prison!  With  infinite  patience  and  attention  he  collected 
these  blades  of  grass  and  fiowei-s,  and  made  them  up  like  a 
bouquet,  which  he  was  careful  to  carry  away  with  him  wheu  the 
time  for  hia  going  in  arrived.  As  in  going  down  Blairs  he 
drew  near  the  room  on  the  threshold  of  which,  as  \Ye  have 
said,  he  had  stood  still  on  the  day  of  his  first  promenade,  he 
directed  all  his  little  remaining  strength  to  slacken  the  pace 
of  his  keeper,  and  maJie  him  stop  quite  still  when  they  found 
themselves  opposite  to  the  door.  "  Thou  art  mistaking  the 
door,  Charles,"  cried  tie  municipal,  who  was  walking  behind 
them.  "  No,  I  am  not  mistaking  it,"  rephed  the  child  softly, 
as,  conducted  by  hia  keeper,  he  entered  his  cell,  pensive  and 
pre-occupied.  These  were  the  only  words  that  escaped  him 
in  the  course  of  that  day.  Do  not  imagine  that  his  little  col- 
lection of  flowers  became  an  amusement  to  him  in  bis  solitude ; 
he  had  dropped  them  all  on  the  threshold  of  the  door  where 
he  had  stood  still  for  a  moment.  I  tell  the  simple  fact— I  add 
no  word  of  commendation ;  there  are  some  tender  and  delical« 
feelings  which  cannot  be  touched  upon  mtliout  profaning  them. 

Poor  child  !  he  kcew  tliat  his  father  was  no  more  ;  but  his 
mother,  his  aunt,  his  sister — where  were  they  ?  He  may  have 
thought  them  near  him  still. 

And  yet,  in  that  prison,  there  was  only  his  sister  who  was 
not  either  a  stranger  or  an  enerny  to  him.  The  look  and  the 
blessing  of  his  mother,  which  he  vainly  sought,  could  never 
more  reach  him  save  from  heaven ;  and  be  was  denied  even 
the  melancholy  consolation  of  receiving  from  his  sister  those 
last  caresses  which  his  mother,  when  she  left  the  Temple  for 
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the  Conciergerie,  had  pressed  on  her  daughter's  brow,  as  the 
only  inheritance  she  had  to  shore  between  her  two  children. 

The  prospects  of  the  men  in  power  were  growing  more  and 
more  gloomy.  The  higher  classes  had  been  levelled  by  the 
guillotine ;  but  the  middle  class  of  men  was  now  coming 
forward,  ready  to  fight  for  existence.  Becoming  more  and  more 
numerous,  the  friends  of  publio  tranquillity  tvere  attempting  a, 
return  to  monarchy.  The  name  of  Louis  XVII.  was  whispered 
about— a  word  of  hope  to  the  ears  of  the  oppressed,  of  defiance 
to  the  oppressor.  Nothing  therefore  was  talked  about  but 
conspitacies  perhaps  the  poor  child  conspired  himself,  with  his 
puson  bars  and  bolts,  his  iron  doora;  he  did  conspire,  alone 
md  m  silence  with  patience  and  resionation 


the  same  courage  and  enei^j  with  ouiaehes.     But  this  is  a 
question  of  sovereignty,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  deeply  studied. 
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Let  the  comrnitteea,  then,  take  into  consideration  whether  we 
shall  not  do  well  to  eject  far  from  us,  not  only  these  scions  of 
rojalty,  but  alsotlie  whole  of  that  infernal  familj- of  Capet,  with 
all  who  adhere  to  them.  We  have,  so  to  spealt,  two  separate 
nations  in  France — the  rojalL'ite  and  the  republicans.  You  will 
have  neither  peace  nor  security  as  long  as  one  of  those  natioua 
has  the  power  of  agitating  and  tormenting  tlie  country  " 

Duhem's  proposal  remained,  and  could  but  remam,  without 
result,  30  much  was  the  fear  of  a  continuance  of  anur&h3  at 
Paris  balanced  by  that  of  putting  a  powerful  weapon  into  the 
hands  of  foreign  powers.  The  leaders  of  the  committees,  wn- 
shaoliled  by  either  of  these  fears,  hoped  soon  to  iveit  both 
dangers  at  once,  and  watched  viith  an  eager  eye  the  gradual 
wasting  of  a  life,  for  which  opposite  parties  were  anxiously 
contending  in  the  face  of  day,  while  they  were  noiselessly  and 
leisurely  extinguishing  the  spark  in  the  dark  vault  of  a  pnson. 

Laurent  exerted  himself  in  vain  to  destroy  this  peinicioua 
influence;  but  what  could  he  do  ?  Himself  constantly  watched, 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  follow  the  impulse  of  hb  good  \Mshes, 
and  the  feeling  of  interest  inspired  by  his  young  pnioner 

The  excessive  slavery  to  which  he  was  condemned  hj  bis 
functions  began  also  to  he  wearisome  to  him,  and  it  was  not 
without  a  feeling  of  profound  ennui  and  tender  regret  that  he 
thought  of  his  deserted  garden  and  forsaken  club. 

He  had  already  complained  several  times  to  the  commis- 
saries of  this  slavish  restraint,  which  had  in  the  end  conquered 
Simon  (who,  however,  was  not  alone),  and  which  would 
certainly  wear  him  out  at  last,  unless  government  would  come 
to  his  assistance,  and  give  him  a  colleague  to  relieve  him  in 
his  incessant  duties  as  overseer.  Strange,  indeed !  the  child  was 
still  struggling  against  the  solitude  and  inaction  which  had 
conquered  two  grown  men  ! 

Towards  the  middle  of  October,  Laurent  addressed  himself 
directly  to  the  committee  ;  and  he  had  soon  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  his  request  granted. 


...Coogic 


BOOK  FIFIEKNTH. 


GOMIN,  COLLEAGUE  OP  LAURENT. 


18th   Brujiaise— 9tii  Gekmhsai,   3hd  Teas 
(8ia  NovBMBEB,  1791— 29th  Makch,  1195), 


HomiDHtion  of  Gorain — His  tiography — His  BantimentB  on  entering  tha 
tower — His  first  commnnioation  with.  Louis  XVIL — Details  concern- 
ing- the  interior  arrangements  of  tlia  Templa — Flowers  given  to  the 
Prince — The  sententious  Delboy — Pirst  words  of  the  child-King  to 
Gomin — Courageous  article  in  a  newspaper — Protest  of  the  committee 
of  public  welfare — Diplomatic  step  in  fatour  of  the  prisoners  in  the 
Temple — Deliberations  of  the  Convention,  as  to  their  fate — Cruel  ex- 
pression of  municipal  Cazeaux — Tlie  child's  flrmness  of  disposition — 
His  iraprosement  in  health  checked — CommisBarj  Lbtous  and  the 
lith  lif  tyrants — Cards  given  to  the  joung  King— Debierne  the  toy- 
man—The child's  health,  grows  worse — Eeport  of  the  council-genei^ 
of  the  Commune  to  the  committee  of  general  safety — Conunitiee 
appointed  to  examine  the  Prince — Statement  of  Hormand  (member 
for  La  Meose)— Appreciation  of  this  statfimenf — No  unprovemeni  is 
made  in  tJie  Temple  regulations— Affectionate  attentions  of  Gomin — A 
dove  at  the  Temple. — The  child's  thoughts  always  turned  to  his 
mother — Sinister  foreboding  of  municipal  Colbt — Laurent  leave*  tha 
Temple. 

Br  a  decision  of  tlie  IStli  Brumaire,  3rd  year  (Saturday, 
8th  Kovembcr,  1704),  "The  committee  of  general  safety 
on  the  presentation  of  the  administrative  committee  of  police, 
adopts  and  selects  citizen  Gomitt  to  be  attached  to  the  Temple 
guard,  and  directs  the  section  of  police  to  summon  him  to  hia 
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post,''*  Having  been  Bent  for  nest  day  to  tliia  latter  com- 
mittee the  new  agent  was  infonned  of  his  appointment  couched 
in  the  term?  ve  1  a  e  me  t  oned  He  isl  ed  t  e  c  e 
1  mae  f  b  t  he  s  made  to  le  ^t  nd  tl  ^t  1  e  1  I  not  tl  e 
powei  to  lel  s     ^ud  tl    t  he  mub    rei        to  his  post    mme- 


diately:  "The  carriage  is  waiting  for  you."  Gomm  got  into 
it  accordingly,  very  uneasy  at  the  unexpected  duties  laid  upon 
him,  but  leaving  no  object  of  fmiiety  behind  him ;  his  father 
and  mother  were  dead,  he  was  not  married,  and  he  had  no 
relations,  excepting  some  aunts,  who  were  then  absent  from 

■  Terms  of  Ihe  decree,  which,  bears  the  Bignntarea  of  Gamier  (of 
the  Auhe),  llathieu,  llammnd,  BentttboBe,  Eeubell,  Barras,  Moiimayon, 
And  IMverchtau 
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Paris.     Gomm  was  bum  on  the   17th  January,  1757.*     He 
was  the  son  of  an,  upholateiei  m  the  II    S      t  L  uia      Tl 
house  nheje  the  father  kept  hia  shop     nd     h  th      h      m 
Bflriea  ot  the  Revolution  ■went  lor  the      n  t    t  d    pi 

site  to  the  church  of  Saint  Louis  and       w  b         tl      n  ml 
88.     Gomm  was  not  at  fiist  aware  to  a  h  t  mfl  1       w  I 

his  nomination,  in  his  own  noighbonrhood  he  enjo\ed  the 
reputation  of  being  a  mild,  quiet  man,  having  notl  t  e  m 
mend  him  to  those  in  power,  to  whom  Iiis  m  d  rat  sent 
ments  could  only  have  rendered  Mm  an  object  of  su  p 

He  learned  afterwards  that  M.  le  Marquis  din  1  who 
had  resided  in  the  He  Saint-Louis,  and  who  wa  p  rs  nally 
acquainted  with  him,  had,  by  means  of  certain  inti  gue^,  prete  d 
ingtobe  patriotic,  which  he  had  succeeding  in  forming  andcanj- 
hig  oa  with  considerable  art,  contributed  strongly  to  an  appoint- 
ment which  was  favourable  to  the  royalist  party. 

I  enter  into  these  detfdls  because  I  am  anxious  to  make 
my  readers  acqiiainted  with  this  man,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  a  number  of  interesting  anecdotes  connected  with  the 
latter  part  of  the  Dauphin'3  life,  in  many  of  which  he  had 
some  share.  He  was  a  man  of  straightforward  character  and 
prudent  disposition,  who,  lieneath  the  official  reserve  india- 
penaable  to  his  duties,  concealed  a  loyal  heart,  timid  it  is  true, 
but  of  exquisite  sensibility.  I  imew  him  very  well  in  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  and  that  man,  who  liad  grown  old  amid  tho 
storms  of  faction,  preserved,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  the  memoiy 
and  activity  he  possessed  at  thirty.  He  had  seen  all  his 
political  illusions  vanish,  as  is  usually  the  case :  and  as  they 
gradually  disappeared  tlie  impressions  of  the  earlier  part  of  his 
career  revived  more  strongly,  accompanied  by  their  tardy  regrets 
and  melancholy  reminiscences.  The  intense  feeling  of  curi- 
osity which  at  first  induced  me  to  seelc  him  out,  soon  turned 
to  real  affection  when  1  came  to  know  him  better,      I  felt,  as 

■  He  died  at  Pontoise,  nih  JaiiH.iiy.  1841. 
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I  listeued  to  him,  how  much  he  had  suffered,  and  attached 
myself  to  him  cordially  ;  and  my  sentiments  towards  him  were 
amply  repaid  by  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  me,  in  revealing 
to  me  all  the  old  troubles  that  had  once  preyed  upon  his  mind, 
and  laying  open  his  conscience  to  my  view. 

And  here  I  will  give  a  transcript  of  his  inward  Btruggles, 
his  moral  reflections,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment :  "  Being 
forced  to  obey,"  he  said  to  me,  "  I  accepted  the  office,  but  not 
in  the  calm  and  natural  tone  of  a  heart  at  ease.  Oh,  no !  the 
secret  fear  and  silent  uneasiness  lest  some  evil  should  result 
to  myself  from  it  agitated  my  mind.  In  fact,  the  siglit  of  a 
scaffold  near  at  hand  for  me  produced  the  effect  I  state.  I 
was  afraid,  and  I  obeyed. 

"  I  had  a  great  feeling  of  pity  for  that  family, — for  those 
children,  I  knew  the  virtue  of  the  elder  members,  the  inno- 
cence of  the  younger,  the  misfortunes  of  all;  and  a  stmggls 
arose  in  my  mind  to  conceal  from  myself  the  fact,  that  I 
myself  both  could  and  ought  to  help  them. 

"Thus  I  was  quite  unable  to  regulate  my  thoughts  and 
feelings,  so  as  to  expr^a  them  freely  before  God  and  my 
conscience 

"  fetill,  fear  did  not  always  conte  in  the  way  to  prevent  my 
better  judgment  and  harden  my  lieart,  I  was  prudent,  but 
I  was  yet  a  man  I  should  have  become  suspected  if  I  had 
been  tiiought  capable  of  domg  good  ;  but  I  should  have  been 
a  monatei  m  my  own  e\es,  if  I  had  not  paid  my  unfortunate 
charge  every  attention  not  incompatible  with  my  office. 

"  Oh !  why  did  Heaven  give  me  a  nature  so  much  disposed 
to  compassionate  suffering,  and  such  inadequate  means  of  doing 
good  ?  The*  love  I  cherished  in  my  lieart  grew  to  be  a  fund 
of  anguish  ;  for  pity  without  beneficence  is  a  cruel  trial  indeed. 

"  1  have  felt  regret,  almost  remorse  ;  it  has  increased  with 
time,  for  the  further  removed  we  are  from  the  period  of  the 
Revolution,  the  more  sensibly  do  we  feel  its  odious  character. 
God,  in  His  mercy,  has  been  pleased  to  grant  that  this  regret 
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iSestiiiioiiii  of  (piomin 


-  Monsieur  do  Beaiieliesne, 
'  Nottiing  can  be  more  troo  tlian  what  you  Itnvo  just  written,  as  to , 
last  ifioments  of  tlie  Daupliin,  his  cooversatinns.and  hiedeatii.    Ytia, 
'  also  exactly  rendered  all  my  sentiments,  and  I  thank  yoii  for  fr 
1  iill  my  lirarl.     Rpf;pivp  tlio  assurance  of  my  respect  and  gratitndfi. 

"I  have  Uifi  lioJUitir  to  lie. 
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GoDiin's  accession  to  office, 

should  be  of  service  to  me.  He  gave  me  fifty  years  on  earth, 
after  the  death  of  my  dear  and  innocent  prisoner,  that  I  might 
appear  before  him  absolved  by  the  very  duration  of  my  regret.'' 

Such  were  the  sentiments  I  read  in  the  heart,  or  caught 
from  the  lips  of  the  good  and  gentle -hearted  Gomin.  He 
himself,  after  he  had  been  made  acquainted  with  all  that  part 
of  this  work  which  was  borrowed  from  his  reminiscences  of  the 
past,  thankod  me,  not  only  for  the  correctness  with  which  I  had 
lelited  them,  but  also  for  the  justness  douo  to  him  throughout.* 
Aiid  now  I  hope  my  reader,  to  whom  Gomin  is  no  longer  a 
stranger,  will  be  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the  agitation  of  hia 
imnd  on  repairing,  9th  November,  1794,  from  the  section  of 
police  to  the  state  prison  of  the  Temple.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  an  agent,  who  observed  silence  the  whole  way.  He 
pieaented  himself  with  his  warrant  ta  the  commissary,  who 
noted  bis  entrance  on  the  registrar,  as  well  as  to  Laurent,  who 
received  him  as  his  assistant.  It  was  night,  and  the  two 
iteepers  went  up  stairs  together,  accompanied  by  the  commis- 
sary (named  Buisson,  the  younger),  to  see  the  prisoner, 

Gomin  was  much  agitated  at  ascending  for  the  first  time 
that  staircase,  down  which  the  King  had  passed  to  the  scaf- 
fold, and  the  at  sight  of  those  doora  and  gates  of  iron,  stlU 
closed  upon  his  orphan  children.  I  will  say  nothing  here  of 
his  first  visit  to  Madame  Eoyale ;  the  numerous  details  given 
me  by  Gomin  and  Lasne,  respecting  the  captivity  of  that 
Princess,  will  find  room  hereafter.  When  they  reached  the 
second  floor,  the  first  room  of  which,  as  I  have  said,  was 
used  as  an  ante-rooni,  Laurent  asked  his  colleague  if  he  had 
ever  seen  the  Prince  Eojal  before.  "  I  have  never  seen 
him,"  replied  Gomin.  "  In  that  case,"  said  Laurent,  "  it  will 
be  some  time  before  he  will  say  a  word  to  you,"  They  then 
opened  the  door  of  the  second  room,  which  had  been  Clfery's 
bed-chamber.     On  an  iron  bedstead,  placed  in  the  corner  to  tlia 

•  We  give  oppofliffi  a  fco-simile  of  tlie  testimony  of  Gomin, 
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left,  lay  the  rojal  child.  At  the  noise  made  by  the  first 
entrance  of  the  visiture,  he  raised  his  little  head,  which  was 
covered  with  a  white  cotton  night-cap.  The  fiMt  eight  of  him 
was  melancholy  enough  to  rend  one's  heart :  the  leaden  hue  of 
his  complexion,  and  his  languid  appearance,  betrayed  his  long 
sufferings ;  his  face  was  well  filled  out,  and  his  eye  very  bright, 
but  in  his  features,  and  even  in  the  brilliancy  of  his  glance, 
there  was,  as  it  were,  the  seal  of  suffering  and  death,  impressed 
by  the  bodily  ajid  mental  agony  he  had  endured.  After  cast- 
ing a  look  round  the  room,  the  keepers  withdrew. 

Gomin  established  himself  on  the  ground-floor,  with  Lau 
rent.  Their  chamber,  as  I  have  said,  was  called  the  council- 
room,  and  there  were  three  beds  in  it,  one  for  Laurent,  one  for 
Gomin,  and  the  third  for  the  member  of  the  civic  committee, 
sent  alternately  from  every  section  in  Paris  to  the  Temple, 
in  order  to  perform  the  duties  of  commissary  there  for  twenty- 
four  hours. 

The  following  is  the  manner  in  which  the  installation  of 
the  municipal  officer  was  performed  at  that  period.  Arriving 
at  noon,  he  received  from  him  whom  he  replaced,  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  committees  of  the  Coavenlion,  respecting  the  duties 
he  would  have  to  perform  in  the  guardianship  of  botli  prisoners, 
as  well  as  the  injunction  not  to  let  the  brother  and  sister  meet, 
or  take  their  walk  at  the  same  time. 

When  the  last  commissary  was  gone,  and  the  keepers  had 
taken  the  new  one  to  see  the  prisoners,  a  note  was  made  in  the 
register  of  the  Temple  of  the  transaction,  which  was  signed 
by  the  person  entering  upon  the  office. 

All  the  keys  of  the  tower  were  kept  shut  up  in  a  cupboard 
in  the  council-room.  This  cupboard  had  two  locks  of  different 
sizes,  to  which  each  keeper  had  one  key.  Thus,  one  depended 
on  the  other,  and  the  turnkey  on  both. 

Since  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.,  the  garrison  of  the  Temple 
had  consisted  of  one  hundred  aaid  ninety-four  men  of  the 
National  Guard,  and  fourteen  of  the  artillery  of  Paris. 
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In  order  to  have  always  haif  the  men  on  duty,  the  keepers 
never  gave  tickets  of  leave  for  more  than  half  the  number. 
No  one  could  go  either  out  or  in  without  a  ticket  signed  bj 
both  the  keepers. 

Beside  the  Natioiml  Ghiard  appointed  to  this  post,  there 
were  four  or  five  gendarmes.  Every  evening  the  keepers  dis- 
patched a  bulletin  of  all  that  had  passed  in  the  preceding  twenty- 
four  hours  to  the  committee  of  general  safety,  section  of  police. 

The  i^pointment  of  Gomin  as  assistant  was  of  great  service 
to  Laurent,  who,  till  that  period,  had  been  almost  as  much  * 
slave  as  Simon,  and  had  been  obliged  to  give  up  his  tastes  and 
habits ;  the  arrival  of  a  colleague  afforded  him  an  occasional 
opportunity  of  reluming  to  hisiiowera  and  his  club,  but  in  other 
respects  it  made  little  difference  in  the  established  order  of 
things.  The  routine  of  the  day  continued  just  as  it  was  be- 
fore. About  nine  o'clock  every  morning  the  two  keepers  and 
the  commissary  usually  went  up  together  into  the  Dauphin's 
rooTQ,  accompanied  by  Gourlet.  The  latter  dressed  the  Prince, 
and  while  the  child  was  at  breakfast,  made  his  bed  and  swept 
the  room,  in  presence  of  his  superiors. 

The  breakfast,  consisting  of  a  cup  of  milk,  or  of  fruit,  was 
brought  in  by  Cavon,  the  kitchen  assistant. 

When  the  room  was  arranged,  and  he  had  taken  his  break- 
fast, the  Prince  was  left  alone  until  dinner-time,  that  is,  about 
two  o'clock.  The  keepers  then  went  up  again,  accompaoied  by 
the  new  civic  commissary.  The  dinner  consisted  of  soup,  a 
small  piece  of  boiled  meat,  and  a  plate  of  dry  vegetables, 
usudjy  lentils.  The  child  was  then  left  alone  till  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

When  the  evening  came,  one  of  the  keepers,  generally 
Gomin,  went  up  with  Caron  or  Gourlet,  to  light  the  lamp 
which  was  placed  in  the  front  room,  and  which  lighted  the  bed- 
room through  a  glass  window. 

Supper  was  brought  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  the  same 
with  the  dinner,  except  that  there  was  no  boiled  meat. 
11  L 
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After  this  the  child  waa  put  to  bed,  and  left  alone  until 
nine  o'clock  next  morning.  It  will  be  seen  that,  if  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Temple  were  not  sensibly  modified,  the  daily 
routine  at  least  had  been  much  simplified  since  the  9th 
Thermidor. 

And  day  after  day  passed  in  this  manner:  the  monotony 
and  cruel  uniformity  being  varied  only  by  some  slight  occur- 
rences and  trifling  episodes,  which  we  will  now  relate  from 
authentic  sources.* 

Gomin,  as  we  have  seen,  had  not  wished  for  the  office 
^ven  him,  and  his  appointment  took  him  by  surprise ;  but 
he  was  muoh  more  distressed  when  he  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  accurately  in  what  condition  the  royal  orphan  was. 
Having  been  admitted  to  his  room  in  the  evening,  he  bad  been 
unable,  at  his  first  visit,  to  form  any  clear  idea  of  his  real  state, 
but  the  nest  day  it  overpowered  him.  Laurent  told  him, 
notwithstanding,  that  he  himself  had  found  him  in  a  much 
more  shocking  condition.  Gomin,  had  be  been  master  of  his 
own  proceedings,  would  have  tendered  bis  resignation ;  but  hia 
fear,  that  by  this  very  step  he  might  become  a  suspected 
person,  retained  him  in  a  situation  wliere  he  was  forced  to  see 
so  much  evil,  and  where  he  was  able  to  do  so  little  good. 

When  the  commissary  happened  to  be  a  good  sort  of  man, 
the  keepers  always  obtained  from  him  some  little  concession 
in  favour  of  the  prisoners ;  for  instance,  they  would  tell  him 
it  was  customary  for  them  to  vrallt  upon  the  platform,  or  they 
would  pass  a  little  time  with  young  Capet  in  the  afternoon. 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  Gomin,  having  learned  that  the 
child  had  always  had  an  affection  for  flowers,  on  the  third  day 
of  his  entrance  upon  offce,  Slst  Erumaire,  8rd  year  (Tuesday, 
11th  November,  1794),  took  advantage  of  the  good  nature  of 
the  municipal  on  duty  (named  Bresson,  No.  1  Hue  Montorgueil), 

•  The  notes  from  ivliich  these  anecdotes  were  compiled  wci'o  given  me 
by  Gomir,  ndioee  memorj  beiug  veij  exact  in  the  main,  can  onlj  have 
erred,  if  at  all,  with  respect  to  the  chronological  order. 
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commissary,  named  Delboy  (residing  No.  145  Rue  de  la 
Lune).  His  manner  was  blunt,  and  his  speech  brief.  He 
had  everything  opened  for  his  examination  with  almost  brutal 
dispatch,  but  under  this  disagreeable  and  arrogant  outside 
there  was  soon  visible  a  certain  elevation  of  sentiment,  which 
very  greatly  astonished  the  keepers  and  the  prisoner.  "  Why 
this  bad  food?  If  they  were  at  the  Tuileries  we  might  indeed 
contend  against  their  having  any  food  ;  but  here,  in  our  own 
hands,  we  should  show  clemency  towards  them — the  nation  ia 
generous!  Why  exclude  the  light?  Under  the  reign  of 
equality  the  sun  shines  for  all,  and  they  ought  to  be  allowed 
their  share  of  it.  Why  prevent  them  from  seeing  each  other 
under  the  reign  of  fraternity  ?" 

At  this  last  exclamation  the  Prince  had  opened  his  eyes 
very  wide,  and  he  watched  every  motion  of  the   vehement 
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visitor,  whose  expressions  were  so  strong  a  contrast  to  his 
manners.  "  Would  you  not  like,  my  boy, — would  you  not  be 
very  glad  to  go  and  play  with  your  sister?  I  don't  see  why 
the  nation  should  recollect  your  origin  if  you  forget  it  yourself." 
Then,  turning  towards  Laurent  and  Gomin,  he  went  on :  "  It 
is  not  his  fault  that  he  is  the  son  of  his  father— he  is  nothing 
now  but  an  unfortunate  child,  therefore  do  not  be  hard  upon 
him;  the  unfortimate  belong  to  humanity,  and  the  couatry  is 
the  mother  of  all  her  children." 

And  when,  in  the  course  of  .dinner,  the  coaversation  turned 
upon  preventive  arrests :  "  There  are  some  people  who  are  not 
suspected,"  exclaimed  the  sententious  commissary,  "for  they  catt 
do  nothing  hut  mischief;  there  are  others  who  are  hypocrites, 
and  do  mischief  without  making  any  aoise  about  it — stich 
were  the  inventors  of  the  air-gun  !  " 

He  was  absent  almost  the  whole  evening.  Next  day,  as 
he  tflok  leave  of  the  two  keepers,  he  said  to  tbem,  "  How  shall 
we  meet  again?  We  follow  paths  which  do  not  cross  each 
other;  hut  it  is  all  the  same,  for  good  patriots  can  always  find 
one  another  out  again ;  men  of  mind  change  their  opinions — 
warm-hearted  men  preserve  tjieir  feelings.  We  are  not  Sep- 
tembrists :  greeting  and  fraternity !  " 

Nothing  can  gi\e  an  idea  of  the  effect  produced  upon  the 
men  in  offli'e  at  the  Temple  by  the  appearance  of  this  strange 
commissary,  who  had  the  manners  of  a  sans-cidotte  with  the 
feelings  ol  tme  chivalry,  a  Irind  of  rough  philanthropist,  im- 
bued m  some  degree  with  the  cynicism  of  a  Diogenes,  and  a 
little  of  the  charity  of  a  F^nelon;  who  seemed  to  reverence 
power,  whether  of  God  oi  man,  to  honour  weakness  as  much 
as  stiength,  and  misfortune  aa  well  as  merit. 

Evei  on  the  watch  fo)  favourable  opportunities  to  improve 
the  btite  of  his  captue  charge,  Gomin  preferred  a  request  on 
tliat  day,  that  the  lamp,  which  partially  illuminated  the  Dau^ 
phin's  loom  should  be  lighted  at  twilight,  a  thing  which  had 
been  long  neglected,  and  which  the  child  was  very  anxious 
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about.  From  that  timo  forth  it  was  always  lighted  at 
nightfall. 

It  haci  been  expressly  forbidden  to  allow  of  any  meeting 
taking  place  between  the  children  of  Louis  XVI.  Mathieu  had 
signified  this  prohibition  in  the  most  formal  manner.  For  this 
reason  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  philanthropic  observationa 
of  the  philosophising  Delboy.  Since  their  sepai^Uon  on  the  8rd 
July,  and  their  being  confronted  together  on  the  7th  October, 
1793,  Madame  Boyale  had  not  once  seen  her  brother.  How- 
ever, on  the  3rd  Ftimaire,  3rd  year  (3:irJ  November,  1794), 
she  caught  sight  of  him  on  the  stairs  at  the  moment  when  she 
was  returning  to  her  room  with  Laurent,  and  whon  Gomin, 
accompanied  by  the  commissary  on  duty  (named  Alavoine), 
was  coming  out  of  the  Dauphin's  room,  bringing  the  child, 
whom  he  was  taking  up  to  walk  on  the  terrace  ;  but  she  was 
not  allowed  to  embrace  him,  or  even  to  speak  to  him. 

Lauri-nt's  prediction  wts  justified  by  the  event.  From 
the  tim.e  of  Gomia'a  entrance  into  the  Temple,  although  days 
and  days  had  passed  since  then,  he  had  been  unable  to  obtain 
a  single  word  yet  from  his  prisoner.  The  poor  child  had 
bome  so  much  cruelty  from  mankind  that  he  feared  the  whole 
species  :  his  new  keeper  tiied  to  reconcile  him  with  the  world. 
Accustomed  to  penetrate  with  sympathising  kindness  into  the 
hidden  things  of  that  lamentable  destiny,  he  did  not,  alas !  do 
for  him  all  he  might  have  wished  to  do,  but  at  least  he  did 
all  he  could.  Little  by  little,  therefore,  the  child  began  to 
view  him  with  less  uneasiness,  and  at  last  he  became  quite 
communicative.  The  flrst  word  that  escaped  his  lips  was  an 
expression  of  gratitude:  it  was  always  a  heartfelt  sensation 
that  loosed  his  tongue.  "  It  was  you  who  gave  me  some 
flowers^I  have  not  foi^otten  it,"  said  he,  in  a  tone  of  gratitude, 
and  with  eyes  of  winning  softne^. 

From  the  time  of  I^ureut's  arrival,  and  particularly  since 
Gomiu  had  entered  the  Temple,  a  faint  colour  had  begmi  to 
suffuse  his  cheeks,  and  restora  a  little  ot  that  smUing  beauty 
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which  briglitens  the  hrow  of  youth.  One  would  have  thought 
that  the  poor  young  Prince's  heart  was  about  to  expand  to 
hope,  just  as  his  friends  began  to  hope  for  him  again. 

The  "  Courrier  JJniversel "  of  the  6th  Frimaire,  3rd  year 
(26th  November,  1794),  a  paper  edited  by  NicoUe,  Berlin  tlie 
elder,  and  Poiyade,  contained  the  foUowiug  lines,  which  were 
copied  into  all  the  periodical  papers  of  the  period  : — 

'■  The  son  of  Louis  XVI.  will  also  profit  by  the  revolution 
of  the  9th  Thermidor.  It  is  well  known  that  this  child  had 
been  abandoned  to  the  care  of  Simon,  the  shoemaker,  a  worthy 
myrmidon  of  Robespierre's,  in  whose  punishment  he  was  a 
sharer.  Tho  committee  of  general  safety  being  of  opinion  that 
a  human  being  ought  not  to  be  degraded  below  the  level  of 
humanity,  because  he  happens  to  be  bom  the  eon  of  a  king,  hag 
just  appointed  three  commissaries,  men  of  probity  and  intelli- 
gence, to  replace  the  late  Simon.  Two  of  these  are  chained  with 
the  education  of  the  orphan,  and  the  third  is  to  take  care  that 
he  be  not,  as  in  former  times,  deprived  of  the  necessaries 
of  life." 

This  bold  article,  composed  with  the  idea  of  reviving  the 
hopes  of  the  royalist  party,  caused  a  panic  in  the  camp  of  the 
men  in  authority ;  they  dispatched  a  warrant  to  bring  before 
them  the  three  editora  of  tho  "  Courrier  Universel,"  and,  in 
thesittingof  the  Convention  of  the  i9th  PVimaire  (2ad  Decem- 
ber), Mflthieu,  member  of  the  committee  of  general  safety,  read 
the  foUowmg  report : — 

'  Oitizpns !  I  come,  in  the  name  of  the  committee  of 
general  sattty,  to  give  a  most  formal  denial  to  tho  calumnious 
and  rojahot  article  inserted  a  few  days  ago  in  some  public 
papers,  and  copied  with  a  sort  of  ostentation,  to  say  the  least, 
extremely  reprehensible.  Tlie  committee  is  therein  represented 
as  hsMiig  piovided  tutors  for  the  children  of  Capet,  confined 
m  the  Temple,  and  as  having  shown  a  degree  of  cave  almost 
paternal  to  secure  their  existence  and  education. 

"  Hliu  la  the  article  and  the  journal,  of  which  the  other  pe 
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Repovt  of  Ihe  commiltco. 

riodicals  have  onlj  been  the  too  docile  echoes."  Then,  having 
read  those  lines  which  we  have  mentioned,  out  of  the  "  Courtier 
Vniversel,"  he  added ; 

"  The  first  duty  of  the  committee,  in  ori^er  to  discard  this 
fable  of  royalty,  is  to  present  to  the  Convention  a  simple 
account  of  all  the  measures  taken  by  them  to  ensure  the  proper 
fulfilment  of  the  Temple  service,  and  the  guard  kept  over  the 
tyrant's  children. 

"  At  the  period  of  ihe  9th  Thermidor,  a  new  keeper  had 
been  appointed  to  tlie  Temple  by  the  committee  of  public 
welfare.  Since  then  the  committee  of  general  safety  have 
deemed  a  single  keeper  not  enough.  A  citizen  of  tried  repub- 
lican principles  was  demanded  accordingly  from  the  admimstra- 
tive  commission  of  police  of  Paris.  One  having  been  named 
by  this  latter  body,  he  was  attached  to  the  first  to  fulfil  that 
duty ;  and  as  in  the  eyes  of  prejudiced  and  suspicious  men, 
the  permanent  residence  of  two  individuals  together,  holding 
the  same  appointment,  might  suggest  the  idea  that  they  would 
in  time  become  seduced  from  their  duty,  in  order  to  complete 
and  ensure  the  safe  confinement  of  the  tyrant's  children,  the 
c  mnu        d         d    b      e     7  d  y  one  of  the  civic 

eomm  gh  n      f  P    is,  should  furnish 

a  m  n  b  p        m  d  there  for  twenty 

f  ti  th  rmanently  remain 

nab 

to  deprive  the  fabulous  recital  of  all  appearance  of  truth,  and 
the  malevolence  of  others  of  all  pretext  for  complaint  or  com- 
tnolion. 

"  The  committee  of  general  safety  has  consulted  with  the 
military  committee  on  matters  concerning  the  military  service 
of  the  post.  It  has  been  visited  by  several  representatives, 
and  both  committees  have  satisfied  themselves  that  the  duties 
are  performed  with  care  and  punctuality. 

"  By  this  Btatemeat  it  will  be  seen  that  t^  committee  of 
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general  safety  liaa  had  no  other  viev7  than  to  arrange  the 
groundwork  of  a  duty  which  has  been  committed  to  their 
charge ;  and  that  any  idea  of  hettering  the  condition  of  Capet's 
children,  or  giving  them  tutors,  was  completely  foreign  to  their 
intentions.  The  commitfeea  and  the  Conveatioii  know  how 
to  take  the  heads  of  kings,  but  they  know  not  how  their 
children  are  brought  up. 

"  If  royalty  sought  to  raise  her  voice  she  would  he  crushed 
immediately.  The  committee,  in  order  to  put  such  a  thing 
out  of  the  minds  of  the  friends  of  public  order,  and  prevent 
conspiracies,  which  too  frequently  result  from  the  weakness  of 
governmente,  declares  that,  under  these  circumstances,  they 
have  taken  measures  against  the  guilty ;  and  that,  faithful  to 
their  piinciples,  they  will  know  how  to  make  the  laws  and  the 
government  respected,  and  prevent  them  from  exciting  any 
(;erfidiou3  pity  for  the  last  remains  of  our  tyrant's  race, — an 
orphan  child  for  whom  it  would  seem  that  a  brilliant  destiny 
is  imagined  by  speculative  persona. 

"  It  is  now  several  days  since  a  report  haa  been  in  drcula- 
tion,  that  the  repudiated  assignats  were  beginning  to  re-assume 
thmr  credit ;  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  give  them  a  kind  of 
value  in  public  opinion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  these 
reports,— some  referring  to  those  offshoots  of  an  abhorred  race, 
others  to  promissoiy  notes  withdravro  from  circulation, — are 
intended  to  contribute  to  the  same  object,  and  afford  mutual 
support  to  each  other.  By  this  means  the  public  spirit  was 
relaxed,  and  public  opinion  began  to  fluctuate ;  but,  in  spite  of 
all  such  manceuvres  and  schoining,  national  credit  will  be 
strengthened  on  the  most  solid  basis,  public  tranquillity  main- 
tained, and  the  son  of  Capet,  as  well  as  the  assignats  bearing 
his  efSgy,  will  continue  to  be  repudiated."* 

Not  a  voice    was    raised  in  the  "free"  Convention  in 

•  "  Sfonitear  Vxieersel,"  of  the  I4lh  Primalre,  3td  jtar  of  tie  Jfe- 

pnWie  (4th  December,  17U4). 
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defence  of  two  unliappj  and  innocent  children.  Several  depu- 
ties, who  had  been  proscribed  on  the  31st  May,  had  indeed 
some  time  before  resumed  their  seats  in  the  Convention :  hut 
the  cmelfy  of  Mathieu'a  langu^e  met  with  a  cowardly  ac- 
quiescence in  their  silence. 

We  have  thought  it  incumhent  upon  us  to  give  the  whole 
of  this  important  document,  because  it  appears  to  us  to  convey 
a  correct  idea  of  the  young  King's  real  position,  subsequent  to 
the  9th  Thermidor.  EobEspierre'a  successors,  as  will  be  seen, 
had  no  more  intention  of  opening  the  gates  of  the  Temple  than 
he  had  himself.  The  leaders  of  the  Kevolution  were  indeed 
changed,  but  not  the  path  they  pursued.  The  new  dictators 
were  continually  agitated  by  the  same  terrors,  and  hauiited  in 
their  omnipotence  by  the  vision  of  royally  enshrined  in  the 
form  of  a  child.  All  that  breathed  beneath  their  iron  sway 
seemed,  in  their  eyes,  to  be  conspiring  against  them;  every 
word,  every  writing,  every  motion  which  indicated  some  slight 
remains  of  life  in  the  social  body,  was  constantly  brought 
before  their  anxiou's  scrubny.  Twenty-six  day?  after  Matlneu's 
report,  Duhem  in  his  turn  denounced,  before  the  national 
tribunal,  a  work  which  had  just  come  out,  under  the  title  of 
"  The  French  Spectator,  during  the  Eevolutionaiy  Government," 
and  which  expressed  a  wish  that  the  people  should  be  indi- 
vidually consulted  as  to  the  constitution  of  1793.  "  One  of 
two  things,"  said  the  author;  "either  the  majority  of  the  nation 
Kfor  the  republic  or  against  it.  If,  as  we  may  presume,  it  bo 
in  its  fivonr  jou  gi\e  the  very  imjortant  proof  to  the  whole  of 
iuiope  that  \ou  have  been  only  following  the  wishes  of  the 
nation  and  have  been  lut  the  oigans  of  its  will  If  against 
it  the  Gonvention  have  only  to  rej  roach  themselves  .with 
ha  T  g  fallen  into  a  mistaVe  the  m  le  excusable  because  it 
ong  nated  in  populai  enthusnsm  an  I  a  certain  sublimity  of 
idea  And  t hoy  will  win  for  tbetn'ielves  jet  gie  t^i  glory  by 
giving  up  their  own  pruate  opinions  as  ^=a  \  fice  t  the  wishes 
of  the  nation,  with  which  thejr  will  thus  have  made  themselves 
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occ[uaiHted."  Duhem,  who  hg4  ealied  Louis  XVI.  the  greatest 
of  tmWrs,  and  who,  in  consequence  of  his  hatred  to  the  name, 
regarded  the  royal  hlood  of  his  son  as  the  greatest  im^nable 
disgrace,  did  not  fail  to  see  in  this  composition  an  able  method 
of  overthrowing  the  constitution,  by  means  of  the  people, 
which  must  have  originated  in  the  imagination  of  a  rojalist. 
This  denunciation  not  only  resulted  in  the  author  of  the 
pamphlet,*  being  called  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  hut 
it  also  gave  rise  to  very  animated  debates  in  the  Convention. 
Lequinio,  deputy  for  Morbihau,  who,  when  he  voted  foa:  the 
Eing's  death,  had  expressed  his  regret  that  the  safety  of  the 
state  did  not  admit  of  his  being  condemned  to  the  galleys  for 
life,  sprang  to  the  tribune,  and  exclaimed : 

"  For  some  days  past  it  must  have  been  manifest  to  every 
one,  that  the  perfidious  designs  of  royalist  and  evil-disposed 
persons  have  been  resuming  their  former  activity.  You  never 
will  silence  the  royalists  until  you  deprive  them  of  their 
remaining  hope.  I  mean  the  last  descendant  of  the  corrupt 
race  of  tyrants  now  at  the  Temple.  I  demand  that  your 
government  committees  take  measures,  and  propose  the  proper 
means,  for  pui^ng  the  soil  of  liberty  from  the  sole  vestige  of 
royalty  remaining  upon  it."f 

The  demand  of  Lequinio  was  sent  to  the  committees. 
The  opinions  of  these  latter,  as  we  have  said,  were  divided 
upon  this  grave  question,  which  the  more  astute — (is  that  the 
word  we  should  use  ?)— were  in  great  hopes  of  decidiug  with 
time,  the  accomplice  of  death ;  but,  in  the  sitting  of  the  Iflth 
Nivsose,  3rd  year  (8th  January,  1796),  Barras  having  made 
a  motion,  to  celebrate  by  a  fete  the  anciveraaiy  of  the  day  on 
which    "the  last  tyrant-king  had    expiated  the  crimes  with 

*  M.  de  Lacroii:  ex-professor  at  the  Lyeeuni,  who  pleadaJ  liia  own 
cause  with  talent,  and  was  acquitted. 

+  Sitting  of  the  Convention  of  the  8th  NlvSse,  3rd  year  (Sunday, 
28th  December,  I7&1). — "  Mtmitcnr  Vnccentl,''  10th  Hivdse,  3r<l  jeoi 
(3Uth  UeiKinber,  iwi). 
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lalLipo  ton    ffuregnponera 

wliich  he  had  stained  hi'^  chai  »i"lei  upon,  tfae  BcafEild,''  a 
merabor  of  tlie  Convention  whose  name  la  not  mentioned  in 
the  "  Moniteuf"  took  adiantage  ot  the  exci  ement  produced 
in  the  Assembly  b^  tlie  lemiii  si  of  Bairai  to  le^iest  that  the 
report  of  the  committees  on  the  farailj  of  Capet  should  be  read 
on  the  day  after  the  f6te.     TliiB  measuie  also  was  clamorously 


While  parties  at  home  were  m  commotion  around  the  prison 
of  the  child-king,  foreign  princes,  allied  to  him  by  blood,  and 
friends  at  heai't,  jvere  making  every  effort  to  deliver  him  from 
the  miseries  heaped  upon  him.  - 

Spain  demanded  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners  in  the 
Temple,  as  the  preliminary  condition  of  peace,  and  their  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  tepubligan  government.  It  was  stated 
that,  not  only  his  Catholic  majesty,  but  also  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, would  never  consent  to  any  connection  with  the  French 
repablic,  until  they  h^d  obtained  satisfaction  on  a  point,  based 
on  the  strongest  sentiments  of  nature. 

Tuscany  was  negocutmg  for  the  same  object.  The  com- 
mittee o£  genejal  safety  tound  themselves  much  embarrassed; 
they  abstained  fiom  all  leply,  and  recommended  the  same 
reserve  to  then  en\oys  "Too  much  hurry  might  be  con- 
sidered as  a  species  ol  advance,  and  a  great  nation  should  nevei 
make  such  where  her  existence  is  threatened." 

This  haughty  behaviour  to  foreigners  may  be  seen  in  all 
the  public  acts  of  the  period.  The  revolutionary  government, 
cruel  and  pitiless  at  home,  displayed  something  of  the  Eoman 
pride  and  roughness  in  their  conduct  towards  the  enemy. 
Simonin,  a  government  commissary,  who  had  been  sent  to 
Madrid  to  treat  for  an  eschange  of  prisoners,  had  Ibtened  to 
the  following  proposals,  which  he  transmitted  to  the  gcveniment. 

"  The  King  of  Spain  is  disposed  to  treat  of  peace  on  the 
following  terms  :  1. — Spam  will  recognise  the  French  re- 
public. 3. — France  will  give  up  the  children  of  Louis  XVI.  to 
his  Catholic  Majesty.     3rd. — The  French  provinces  bordering 
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Bepoit  as  to  the  joung  King. 

Oil  Spain  wil]  form  an  independent  statfi  for  the  son  of  Louis 
XVI.,  whicii  he  will  govern  as  King  of  Navarre." 

The  committee  of  puUic  ■welfare  immediately  recalled  that 
agent  in  the  following  terms :  "  Simonin  to  be  recalled  in- 
stantly ;  he  compromises  the  dignity  of  the  French  people." 

The  unguarded  step  of  the  King  of  Spain  was  thus  in- 
jurious to  tlie  son  of  liouia  XVI.,  instead  of  serving  him  ;  it 
raarshalled  the  feeling  of  national  pride  on  the  side  of  the  Re- 
volution, and  furnished  a  plausible  exuse  for  a  cruel  refusal. 

The  committees  of  public  welfare,  general  .safety,  and  legis- 
lation, united,  kept  their  engagement  to  bring  before  the  Con- 
nhdP  d  (aJaiy  ) 

d  ti  h  ec  L  qui  d 

m  h  ra  1.  wi  g     p 

1  la  th 


to— 


pb 


h  band     h  bai    h 

edgpiBp  d)o  A 

w     h  m  h  tred 

geance,  aud  war  ?  Will  it  not  be  giving  all  cowardly  d 
of  their  country  a  rallying  point  and  head  ?  If  the  course  of 
events  or  the  success  of  our  arms  had  brought  into  your  hands 
the  son  and  heir  of  your  last  monarch,  what  would  you  have 
done  with  this  offshoot  of  royalty  ?  Would  you  have  given  him 
back  to  his  friends  ?  No,  certainly  not !  (Cries  of  '  No  !  No !' 
from  all  aides,)  An  enemy  is  much  less  dangerous  when  he 
is  in  our  own  power  than  when  he  passes  into  the  hands  of 
thoaa  who  support  his  cause,  or  wlio  have  joined  his  party. 
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Report  a^  to  Ihc  young  KinR. 

Suppose  Capet's  heir  to  be  among  oar  enemies,  jou  would  very 
soon  hear  that  he  was  present  at  eyery  point  where  oMr  i^jons 
meet  ivith  foes  to  fight ;  even  when  lie  had  ceaaed  to  exist,  he 
lYould  be  said  to  have  been  discovered  in  every  direction,  and 
a  chimerjcalfancyof  this  sort  would  alone  suffice  for  a  long  time 
to  nuree  the  guilty  hopM  of  Frenchmen,  who  are  traitors  to 
their  country.  Whether  this  last  remaining  representative  of 
Capet  be  banished  or  kept  in  confinement,  calumnj  will  always 
seek  to  hlaclien  your  motives  of  action ;  it  may  just  as  plausibly 
be  said,  that  you  are  preserving  the  life  of  these  scions  of 
royalty  va  older  to  rai'se  the  thione  of  France  once  more,  as 
that  you  are  gmng  them  up  into  the  bands  of  your  enemies  to 
piovide  them  with  another  weapon  to  use  against  the  republic. 
Follow,  theiefore,  the  path  prescribed  by  wisdom  aud  onGrgy, 
Wisdom  commands  you  to  have  confidence  in  youraelves,  and 
enetgy  demands  that  you  stuke  down  every  foe  to  liberty.  Tell 
your  fellow  citizens  that  the  revolution  of  the  9th  Thermidor 
was  effected  to  strengthen  the  republic,  by  eatablisbing  it  on 
the  immorial  basis  of  every  vutue  On  reason,  therefore,  as 
well  as  on  public  interest,  is  founded  the  advice  of  your  com 
mittees  There  is  hut  little  danger  in  keeping  these  members 
of  the  Capet  family  in  confinement,  and  there  would  be  much 
to  b(  aiprehended  weie  they  to  be  set  at  liberty.  The  ex- 
pulsion of  fyrante  lias  almost  ilwais  led  the  way  to  their  sub- 
sequent restoration,  and  had  Eome  imprisoned  the  Tarquins 
she  would  have  had  no  occasion  to  fight  against  them." 

The  advice  of  the  government  was  unhesitatingly  adopted. 
All  the  ablest  members,  of  tlie  committees  were  awaie  that  the 
Convention  had  thus  voted  for  the  Dauphin's  death. 

Laurent  and  Goiuin  learned  this  decision  from  the  news- 
papers, which,  although  it  secured  them,  the  continuance  of 
theif  situations,  was  veiy  little  satisfactory  to  thera,  both 
having  enough  without  it  to  live  upon,  and  both  finding  them- 
selves in  a  position  they  had  not  wished  for;  one  had  accepted 
it  to  avoid  displeasing  Barras,  the  other  not  to  compromise 
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A  day's  ^linngp. 

himself — the  former  held  it  from  uffection,  the  latter   from 

Days  passed  over  their  heads  and  that  of  their  prisoner 
without  hringing  any  new  incident.  A  few  domiciliary  visits, 
which  were  things  of  too  frequent  occurrence  to  excite  much 
attention,  had  been  the  sole  interruptions  to  the  monotony  of 
their  existence. 

On  the  6th  Pluvifise,  3rd  year  (Sunday,  25th  January,  1795), 
the  weather  was  very  stormy  ;  the  wind  swept  violently  down 
the  chimneys  of  the  upper  floors,  and  the  rooms  appropriated 
to  the  brother  and  sister  were  filled  with  thick  smoke.  "  It 
is  better  for  them  to  feel  cold  thaa  to  he  stifled,"  was  Laurent's 
remark,  and  the  fires  were  accordingly  put  out.  "  If  the 
citizen  commiasaty  has  no  objection,"  added  Gomin,  "  might 
we  not  bring  the  little  boy  down,  for  to-day,  into  the  room 
where  we  are  ourselves?"  "I  have  no  objection,"  replied 
Caneaux.  And  for  the  first  time  since  his  imprisonment, 
the  orphan  was  allowed  to  sit  down  elsewhere  than  in  his 
dungeon.  He  passed  half  of  the  day  in  the  council-room,  and 
dined  with  the  trimnviiate  appointed  to  guaid  him  Children 
aie  fond  of  chanffe  and  the  unfortunate  no  less  so  thus 
the  descendant  of  monaichs  possessed  m  himself  a  double 
mcentue  to  cnjDyra(,nt  being  Ja^ouied  -is  he  was.  with  an  op 
portunity  of  shanng  the  meal  of  his  jniJeis  At  firit  he 
behaved  with  that  tranquil  eeieml}  whn,b  thioughout  his 
micfoitunet)  had  constantly  sunounded  him  like  a  halo  of 
light  Nothing  18  =io  pleasing  to  me  in  the  demeanour  of  a 
suffeung  cieatuie,  as  that  quiet  steadfistnGss  of  mind  that 
brave  frmknesi  and  imvaijiiig  mildness  which  seem  like  a 
foreshadowing  of  future  existence  amoug  the  spirits  of  the  just 
made  perfect 

Seeiug  him  thus  composed,  Uazeaux  said ;  "  You  told  me 
he  was  very  ill,  but  he  does  not  seem  so.  Was  it  to  excite  an 
interest  in  him,  tjiat  you  have  represented  him  as  almost  dying  ?" 
"Not  dying,"  replied  Gondn;  "but,  whatever  you  may  say 
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Energy  of  Laurent. 

citiKen,  this  chiM  is  not  at  all  well."  "  Oh,  he  is  well  enough ; 
there  are  so  many  children  worth  much  more  thaa  he  who  are 
worse  in  health !  There  are  so  many  who  die  that  are  more 
necessary  to  the  world!"  The  Dauphin  turned  his  fallen 
countenance  aside,  and  looked  vaguely  at  the  wall,  as  if  trying 
to  escape  from  those  with  whom  he  was.  Gomin  was  silent. 
Laurent  came  to  the  assistajice,  not  oqIj  of  hia  colleague,  of 
wliose  weakness  he  felt  ashamed,  but  also  of  his  poor  prisoner, 
whose  calm  and  resigned  attitude  distressed  him.  "  It  is  true 
that  the  child  is  a  little  better  than  he  was,  but  his  knees  and 
wrists  are  much  swollen,  and  he  suffers  a  great  deal  with  them ; 
if  he  makes  no  complaint  it  is  because  he  is  brave,  and  feels 
that  he  is  a  man;  don't  you,  M.  Charles?"  he  added,  looking 
at  him,  with  an  expression  that  seemed  to  say :  "  Come,  come, 
do  not  fret  yourself;  you  know  that  I  am  here,  and  that  I  love 
you." 

Ob  hearing  this  last  expression — "M  Charles'  old  Ca- 
zeaux  knitted  his  thick  brows.  "  I  thoi^ht  the  woid  Monsieur 
was  no  longer  French,"  said  he.  "  If  it  be  hut  little  m  use  '' 
replied  Laurent,  "  the  hand  of  the  people  had  not  I  imagine 
erased  it  from  the  dictionary,"  "The  woid  which  is  dia 
placed  everywhere,  is  more  than  itnpropei  here  returned  the 
municipal ;  "  what  name,  then,  would  you  le'iervo  t)r  tjiints, 
if  you  give  that  of  Monsieur  to  an  infant  like  that"  '  I 
gave  it  without  attaching  any  importance  to  it  replied  Lau 
rent,  sensible  of  the  danger  attending  the  prolongation  of  such 
a  subject.  The  dispute  was  over  for  the  time  hut  between 
these  two  men,  one  of  whom  was  of  a  lofty  nature  and  the 
other  of  mean  undewtandiag,  there  was  something  more  serious 
than  a  disagreement  as  to  forms — two  principles  were  at  vaiiance' 
The  Girondist,  Laurent,  was  desirous  ta  secure  the  triumph  of 
liberty  without  laying  aside  the  forms  of  refined  civilisation  ; 
while  the  Jacobin,  Cazeaux,  was  disturbed  by  the  mere  shadow 
of  the  past,  ansious  that  barbaristn  should  sweep  away  even  the 
politeness  of  ancient  times  beneath  its  avalanche  of  terror. 
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BrutalkjofCazeaiia. 

Thia  little  discussion  took  place  just  as  tbey  sat  down  to 
(linner.  The  dinner  was  the  best  the  prisoner  had  seen  since 
the  new  dietary  system  had  been  applied  t^  the  Temple  as  well  as 
to  the  other  priaona.  He  was  quietly  eating  his  share  with 
Borne  relish,  before  the  virulent  outburst  of  the  municipal ;  but 
from  that  moment,  notwithstanding  the  encouraging  glancea  of 
Laurent  and  Gomin,  he  was  present,  indeed,  at  his  masters' 
dinner,  but  he  was  quite  inactive,  and  refused  everything 
offered  to  him.  A  cake,  covered  with  a  crust  of  powdered 
sugar,  a  rare  dainty,  which  he  had  not  seen  for  a  very  long 
time,  found  him  cold  and  insensible  to  its  appearance ;  he  even 
affected  not  to  pay  any  attention  to  it.  Sometimes  he  would 
nibble  at  a  little  crust  of  bread,  and  sometimes,  leaning  against 
the  back  of  his  chair,  his  eyes  would  wander  over  the  furniture, 
or  towards  the  windows.  The  commissai'j  observed  his  pro- 
ceedings. "If  he  ia  too  sulky  to  take  anything,"  said  he, 
"  how  is  it  you  allow  such  conduct,  citizens  ?  As  he  won't 
eat  here,  he  might  have  been  loft  to  swallow  smoke  above- 
stairs." 

The  keepers  tried  to  escjise  their  young  guest,  by  saying 
he  never  ate  much.  "  At  least,  then,  he  must  drink."  resumed 
Cazeaus;  "and  drinlt  to  the  welfare  of  the  repnlulic;"  and 
with  these  words,  he  poured  some  wine  into  the  chOd'a  glass. 
A  useless  proceeding  :  the  latter  deigned  to  look  neither  at  the 
glass  nor  at  the  bottle.  "  It  is  said  that  Simon  used  to  he 
rough  to  him  sometimes.  I  dare  say  he  was,  if,"'  continued 
Caaeaux,  "your  Monsieur  Cbarles  waa  the  same  with  him 
that  he  is  just  now.  I  must  confess,  citizens,  there  is  no  amount 
of  patience  that  could  hold  out  against  such  a  phlegmatic 
temper.     How  can  you  put  up  with  such  whims  ?" 

The  meal  was  over.  The  child's  glass  was  untouched,  but 
the  bottles  bad  been  drained  by  the  commissary  and  keepers. 
The  former,  a  little  calmed  by  the  satisfaction  of  his  appe? 
tite  and  the  transporting  charms  of  coffee  and  brandy,  had 
left  off  directing  his  attacks  against  little  Capet.     But  still,  in 
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order  to  aniwei  his  being  quite  safe  irom  them  tlie  feprpeig 
thouglit  jt  Lest  to  mako  him  go  up  again  to  his  rncm  whpio 
thpie  was  neiLhei  fare  nor  smoke  Grood  natared  Goaim  hdd 
sa^ed  a  piece  of  the  calie  which  he  laid  on  the  table  for  him 
Tvhen  he  withdiew 

Next  day,  the  bit  of  cake  ■was  still  whole ,  and  when  the 
keepei  good  natuiedly  reptoached  him  for  not  having  eaten  it> 
"  I  would  have  taken  it  ftom  yon  with  gteat  pleaauie  '  eaid 
he ,  "  but  that  maw  hid  cut  it,  and  it  came  from  hia  dinnei , 
and  I  will  tike  nothmg  fiom  him,  this  no  more  than  hii 
wmc  I  I  had  the=(e  details  Irom  Gcmins  own  mouth,  and 
I  giYo  them  exactly  as  I  received  them  Befoie  they  be  con 
demned  as  puenle,  it  should  be  remembered  that  we  are  epeak 
ing  of  a  child  who  for  six  months  liad  endured  the  shocliing 
tyranny  of  Simon ;  for  seven  more  had  been  subjected  to 
solitary  imprisonment,  more  trying  still;  and,  after  suffering  all 
this,  had  honest  indignation  enough  to  resent  an  affront,  and 
boldness  enough  to  repulse  it. 

The  contact  with  this  demagogue  commissary  had,  more- 
oTer,  left  a  deepimpe  sicnon  the  jo  ng  Priice  simign  Uion 
and  two  days  afterwarls  Gomm  was  painfuily  surpiispl  to 
hear  him  repeating  to  himself  m  &  low  tone  the  sientei  ccj 
"  There  are  so  many  who  die  that  tre  moie  n  ccssaij  to  the 
worldl"  Did  the  nnftitunite  little  one  st,e  m  th  bp  WLrda 
a  sort  of  anathema,  a  fatal  piopbecy  ?  Howe^e^  it  is  eertam 
that  from  that  day  1h  fe\er  increised  his  impic^ement  in 
healtli  was  checked,  and  the  s?velliugs  on  his  wrists  laA  knets 
grew  larger.  Struck  with  this  ncketty  tendency  his  kiepeia 
began  to  fear  he  would  become  crippled  from  miction  and 
therefore  begged  permission  to  til  e  him  into  the  garden  foi  i 
ittle  exercise,  but  they    oiild  not  obtain  it 

They  neglected  nothing  that  could  be  of  service  to  their  pri- 
soner, but,  before  they  could  effect  anytliing,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  good-will  of  the  commissary  on  duty  should  answer  to 
their  own ;  they  had  also  to  fear  denunciation,  with  which  thev 
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had  been  iiioie  than  onre  thieatened  by  several  subordinate 
agents  Foi  these  leaBOiis  tliey  Lould  not  venturo  upon  any 
Etep  cl  themsehes  lud  thpy  displayed  but  little  courage  in 
their  attentions,  unle'^a  they  were  at  leist  secure  of  the  assist- 
ance of  the  commissary, 

!□  order  to  save  tVie  child  from  a  solitude,  as  fatal  in 
its  effect  upon  his  mind  as  upon  his  body,  they  used  to 
bring  him  down  into  the  council-room  occasionally,  where  at 
least  he  was  able  to  find  some  little  amusement.  It  was  easy 
to  see  by  his  pre-occupied  and  timid  air,  the  first  day  thia 
favour  was  ^ain  granted  him,  that  the  recollection  of  Cazeaus 
■was  still  fresh  iu  his  mind.  Full  of  affection  for  his  keepers, 
especially  for  Gomin,  to  whom  he  now  willingly  confided  his 
troubles,  nothing  could  overcome  his  suspicious  aversion  for  all 
visitors  from  without,  whetlier  they  came  in  the  name  of  the 
Convention  or  in  that  of  the  municipality.  Whether  emissa- 
ries of  the  sovereign  people  or  of  tlie  Commune,  their  approach 
occasioned  him  the  most  acute  terror,  and  their  voices,  rougu, 
or  merely  imperious,  filled  him  with  apprehension.  Never 
could  thoy  extract  a  single  word  from  him.  More  than  once 
did  some  of  these  visitore  employ  entreaty  to  wring  from, 
him  a  reply,  but  he  looked  upon  them  with  a  fixed  eye,  and 
answered  not.  Others  often  had  recourse  to  menace,  but  for 
them  he  had  not  even  a  glance;  his  head  bowed  upon  his 
breast,  or  turned  aside,  had  no  expression  for  tiem  but  a 
silent  demoneti'ation  of  indifference  or  contempt ;  and  often, 
as  they  withdrew,  did  they  vent  their  wrath  in  furious  impreca- 
tions against  the  lion-cub,  who,  stricken  as  he  was,  and  exhausted 
by  the  hunter's  blows,  still  preserved  at  least  the  spirit  of  the 
royal  blood  that  flowed  from  his  wounds. 

I  can  appreciate  and  honour  those  men  who  embraced  the 
revolutionary  side  with  the  sole  view  of  benefitting  tlie  public, 
who  sought  to  keep  it  pure  from  all  excess,  and  who,  under  the 
very  axe  of  the  executioner,  still  believed  in  the  triumph  of 
liberty.     I  esteem  the  perfect  conviction  and  courage  which 
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Beem  to  atone  in  some  measure  for  injustice  and  cruelty. 
Such  pHlosopbera  may  indeed  have  deceived  themselves,  ia  all 
good  faith,  unwittingly  ;  but  what  shall  we  say  of  those  wretches 
whom  tliey  had  in  their  train, — thoagh  certainly  not  in  their 
pay, — and  whose  stupid  or  savage  instinct  corrupted  their 
principles  in  trying  to  explain  them  '  It  is  because  philosophy 
alone,  aud  opposed  to  religion,  is  no  sufficient  check  upon  the 
passions  of  the  mass ;  and  its  noblest  maxima  become  dan- 
gerous, brutal,  andsangmnary.wheatiansferredby  the  populace 
into  the  street. 

Oa  the  5th  Ventose,  3rd  year  [2Srd  February,  1795), 
there  appeared  at  the  Temple  a  commissary,  a  man  of  a  very 
full  habit,  with  a  short  neck,  and  very  red  in  the  face ;  his 
name  was  Lerous  (21  Rue  Vieille-Monnoyo) ;  he  was  one 
of  the  old  Terrorists,  still  regretting  the  incorruptible  Robes- 
pierre, and  hoping  to  see  the  "  eutrwls  of  the  last  priest 
strangling  the  last  king !"  As  soon  as  he  was  installed  he 
demanded  to  have  a  thorough  examination  made  of  the  whole 
building  of  the  Temple,  "I  came  here  once  when  the  tyrant 
was  alive,"  said  he,  "  but  I  was  not  able  to  see  anything  in 
detail,  and  I  want  to  know  how  the  plucked  wrens  look  in  their 
cages."  He  was  taken  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower,  and,  as  he 
went  down  again,  was  first  admitted  into  the  apartment  of 
Madame  Eojale.  Tiie  Princess  was  busy  sewing,  and  she  did 
not  lay  aside  her  work,  on  which  her  eyes  were  fjjced,  "Don't 
folks  get  up  here,  befoie  the  nation  ?"  exclaimed  Leroux  The 
rough  question  addrpssed  to  hei  ty  the  emiasarj  ot  tho  Com 
mune  mide  no  alteration  in  the  calm  dignified  demeanour  of 
the  jonng  gwl,  who  continued  her  woik  m  sileuLe,  Leious 
endeavouied  to  punish  her  ludiffereni-e  bj  attacking  the  fumi 
ture,  which  he  afieited  tti  examine  with  the  moat  mmute 
sciutiny  Maiie  Iheiese  paid  no  attention  to  these  inquisi 
tonal  proceedings  whi(,h  added  tD  the  annoyance  ot  the  sen^i 
tive  democrat,  who  muttered,  as  he  left  the  room,  '  bhe  is 
as  proud  as  the  Austrian!' 
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When  he  entered  the  Dauphin's  room,  there  was  no  sort  of 
injurioua  epitliet  he  did  not  make  use  of  in  speaking  of  him 
and  his  pareats.  The  expression,  "son  of  the  tyraiit,"  in, 
particular,  came  everj  moment  to  bis  lip,  and  was  uttered 
with  a  harahnesa  which  roused  even  poor  Gomia.  "  He  is  the 
sou  of  the  tyrant,  if  you  will,"  said  he,  "  but  he  is  not  the  leas 
ill  and  unfortunate."  "  Ill!"repliGd  Leronx;  "  what's  that  to 
ua?  Where's  the  harm?  Aro  sons  of  tyrants  not  to  he  ill, 
like  everybody  else  ?  Unfortunate,  aay  you?  As  to  that,  citizens, 
would  anybody  say  he  doa't  deserve  it?"  "He  did  not  deserve 
to  be  so  himself,"  said  Laurent;  "  he  bears  the  punishment  oi 
his  birth;  but,  to  be  just,  his  origin  is  no  fault  of  his."  "Your 
manners  are  terribly  relaxed,  my  friends,  for  republicans ! 
Ah !  it  is  no  fault  of  his  to  he  born  on  purpose  to  devour  the 
sweat  and  blood  of  the  people  t  It  ia  not  the  less  true  that 
monsters  should  be  smothered  in  the  cradle.  Let  the  Eevo- 
lution  alone,  and  there  will  soon  be  neither  poverty,  nor  mourn- 
ing, nor  slavery  on  earth!" 

His  companions  were  silent,  but  at  the  bottom  of  his  heart 
Gomin  replied  i  "  And  yet  when  I  see  a  poor  man  in  the 
street,  I  say  to  myself  it  ia  the  Revolution  that  put  those  rags 
on  his  back ;  when  I  see  a  child  in  mourning,  I  say  it  is  the 
Revolution  that  made  him  an  orphan;  when  I  see  a  church  in 
ruins,  I  say  it  is  the  Eevolution  that  has  expelled  our  God !" 

"  One  ia  very  comfortable  in  this  arm-chair,"  said  Leroux, 
who,  being  excessively  fat,  was  tired  with  his  exploring,  and 
had  taken  possession  of  the  most  roomy  piece  of  furniture  in 
the  apartment.  "  Shall  wo  remain  here  ?"  said  Laurent,  hasten- 
ing to  make  a  proposal,  which,  if  accepted,  would  be  a  change 
for  the  prisoner.  "  Very  willingly ;  but  we  must  have  wine  and 
cards." 

Cards  and  wine  -were  brought  accordingly;  cards  to  servo 
for  a  game  at  picquet,  and  wine  to  drink  to  the  death  of  tyi'ants. 
At  the  end  of  every  game  the  drinking  re-commenced.  When- 
ever Leroux  had  to  count  kings,  he  said:  "  Three  of  tyrants. 
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fourteen  of  tyrants,  or  congress  of  tyrants ;  it  is  the  only  game 
where  tyrants  are  worth  anything."  Then,  pursuing  his  insipid 
(est,  he  called  the  queen  "  citizeness,"  and  the  knave  "courtier," 
Poor  Gomin  had  not  aaked  to  stay  in  the  Prince's  room,  so 
much  did  he  fear  the  effect  the  manners  and  conversation 
of  the  Jacobin  commissary  might  produce  upon  his  invalid ;  hut 
he  saw  with  pleasure  that  the  child,  at  last,  had  not  only  got 
used  to  the  silly  expressions  of  the  demagogue  player,  but  was 
even  paying  a  considerable  degree  of  attention  to  the  game,  all 
his  good  wishes  being  in  favour  of  his  guardians.  The  little 
painted  figures  passing  through  their  hands  seemed  to  interest 
him,  mid  Gomin  resolved  to  procure  him  that  amusement  for 
himself. 

However,  the  games  he  had  lost  and  the  wine  he  had 
drunk  had  by  degrees  increased  Leroux's  bad  humour;  he  was 
one  of  those  cross-grained,  savage  beings,  who  are  rendered  pas- 
sionate and  ungovernable  by  wine  and  ill-humour;  the  rage  he 
had  worked  himself  into  destroyed  what  little  reason  he  ever  had, 
and  he  got  up,  swearing  and  storming,  tore  the  cards  to  pieces, 
and — drinking,  drinking,  drinlting  on — he  gave  utterance  to 
the  most  outrageous  frenzy  that  had  ever  yet  disturbed  the 
echoes  of  the  Temple.  The  child  looked  on  intently,  and 
trembled  in  every  limb.  At  last,  however,  the  keepers  suc- 
ceeded in  drawing  the  staggering  dnbbist  into  the  council-room, 
where  he  could  swallow  Ma  wine  at  his  leisure,  and  foi^et  his 
illluck. 

Once  more  I  must  ask  pardon  of  my  readers  for  I'epresent 
ing  things  as  they  were,  and  displaying  them  in.  their  shameful 
nudity.  These  details  are  sad,  and  vulgar,  and  disgraceful; 
hut  how  can  they  be  concealed  or  modified.  The  statue  loses 
in  height  when  the  pedestal  is  raised ! 

The  Dauphin's  room  was  peaceful  once  more ;  even  the 
remains  of  the  cai-ds  had  been  talton  away,  in  order  that  the 
storm  just  passed  might  leave  no  trace  of  its  fuiy  in  the  soli- 
tude it  had  disturbed. 
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But  next  day,  after  Leroux  was  gone,  the  royal  child  found 
two  large  packs  of  cards,  perfectly  new,  upon  his  table,  which 
the  kind  attention  of  Gomin  had  deposited  there  privately, 
when  the  new  commi'^sary  paid  his  Tisit  to  the  prisoner. 

Tery  soon,  however,  the  keepers  found  they  had  no  cause 
to  fear  this  municipal,  who,  on  the  contrary,  amply  atoned  for 
the  cruel  jests  of  his  predecessor.  His  name  was  Debiernei 
a  toy-man,  residing  at  the  sign  of  the  "  Maid  of  Orleans," 
in  the  Rue  d'Arcis.  Ho  was  an  excellent  man,  and,  from 
the  first,  showed  much  interest  in  the  Prince.  Not  only  did 
he  consent  to  a  walk  on  the  platform,  but,  of  his  own  accord, 
he  asked  to  spend  great  part  of  the  day  with  the  prisoner- 
Gomin  had  never  felt  so  much  at  ease  wilh  any  former  member 
of  tbe  civic  committees ;  Lis  habitual  timidity  gave  way  to  con- 
fidence, and  he  ventured  upon  a  few  words,  which,  being  eagerly 
seized  upon  by  Debieme,  led  to  unrestrained  confidence  on 
both  sides,  and  a  mutual  sympathy.  They  did  not  separate 
next  day  without  a  promise  of  meeting  again. 

Accordingly,  four  daya  afterwards  Debieme  returned  to 
the  Temple.  On  being  informed  that  some  one  was  asking 
for  him,  Gomin  went  to  tbe  quarters  of  Lienard,  the  steward, 
where,  in  such  circumstances,  the  keepers  were  allowed  a 
private  room  to  chat  freely  with  their  visitors.  Debierne,  with 
a  smiling  face,  produced  several  Httle  playthings  fortlie  Prince, 
among  others,  an  ivory  cnp-and-ball. 

He  brought,  too,  some  good  news,  which  encouraged  Gomin 
to  hope  that  there  would  soon  be  a  popular  movement,  and 
the  Prince  escape  to  La  Vendue,  "Matters  are  going  on 
well,"  said  Debieme  to  him ;  "  the  Vendeans,  who  were  in 
want  of  money,  have  just  had  some  notes  engraved,  payable 
at  the  royal  treasuty  after  the  peace,*      In  a  little  while  they 

•  In  tlie  noraenclalure  of  the  rojal  money  of  Franca  we  find  mention 
Blade — liutivetii  Louis  XVI.  and  Kapolaon— of :. 

"LmiiBXVII.  (1793—1795) 
"  The  luonelary  monnments  owmeeted  with  tlie  reign  of  Louie  XVII. 
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wili  be  worth  more  tban  aasignata!"    Gomin'skindheart^oponed 
to  tiia  hope  with  lively  joy,  mingled  with  terror. 


^Centl.      '       N°.^^/-        CI. 
I    D  E    P^  R    LE    RO  I. 

1  gBONpourlasoitune  is  CENTXIV.  »J 

i  fportttnt  intdrit  k  tjumrz  tt  demi  pour  ^f 

Scmty  hf/qu'au  remboiirfermnt  cjiitjei''^  -^ 

k  ^  tjfectmjur  h  trtfor  Koyait  alapaix^ 

«  loa  1.  'J  auvu//'^   CENT  LIV- 


Dehieriie  was  not  the  only  person  from  without  who  had 
communication  with  Gomin.  The  Marquis  de  Fenouii  had  a 
confidential  valet,  named  Doisy,  who,  from  time  to  time,  under 
pretence  of  long  acquaintance,  used  to  come  and  see  that  good 
man,  not  so  much  to  give  him  news  of  La  Vendfee  as  to  ask 
after  the  state  of  the  young  King. 

His  condition  had  become  very  distressing.  Since  the  day 
of  Cazeaux'u  visit,  6th  Pltivi6s6  (25th  January),  the  child  had 
appeared  to  be  absorbed  in  the  most  gloomy  melancholy ;  a 
mournful  atony  had  seized  upon  him.     It  was  very  difficult  to 

consist  of  Kasignatfl  of  100,  400,  SOO,  and  1,500  franca,  isanedby  the  heads 
of  tho  Catholic  and  rojal  acmies  of  La  Vendse,  as  oleo  notes  emanating  from 
tlie  sauio  Eourpc,  pajable  at  the  rojal  treasury." — "New  Jfumismatio 
ManunL."  bv  Burthfilemy,  page  75,  published  by  Horet. 
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draw  him  from  tho  chimney  comer,  and  induce  hiii.  to  go  up 
on  the  tower.  Hia  stieiigth  indeed  did  cot  admit  of  his 
walking,  and  more  than  once  Laurent  and  troiiin  earned  him 
iu  their  arms.  In  a  fen  dajs  the  disease  had  mide  a  most 
alarming  progress.  A  municipal  who  was  a  surgeon,  and  bad 
beea  employed  to  attend  the  joung  miihd,  made  a  itport  to 
the  council  of  the  Commune  and  the  littet  judged  it  expedient 
to  acquaint  the  authorities  Accordingh,  on  the  8th  Ventose 
(aeth  Februaiy),  seToral  civic  cotr.missaries  repaired  to  the  com, 
mitteeof  general  safety,  to  inform  them  of  "the  danger  to  tho 
prisoner's  life."  When  interrogated  as  to  the  nature  of  this 
danger,  the  municipal  oflcers  replied  that  little  Capet  had 
swellings  at  all  his  joints,  particularly  at  his  knees  ;  that  it  was 
impossihle  to  extract  a  word  from  hira,  and  that,  always  either 
sitJir^  or  in  a  recumbent  position,  he  steadily  refused  to  take 
any  sort  of  exercise. 

When  interrogated  as  to  the  lime  from  which  this  obstinate 
silence  and  systematic  inactivity  might  be  dated,  they  said 
ever  since  the  flth  October,  1763,  that  day  of  disgraceful 
memory,  when  Simon  had  induced  the  son  of  Marie-Antoinette 
to  Bign  the  horrible  mtertogatory  invented  ly  Hubert,  and 
compiled  as  is  said  by  Daiyon  This  was  not  strictly  speak- 
ing eoireet  The  unfortunite  child  might  indeed  have  felt 
regret  but  not  remoise  lor  haiiig  pit  lis  name  to  a  paper 
which  he  could  not  undeistand  but  wlich  from  his  natural 
suspicions  he  had  good  can  e  to  consider  on  leilectiou,  as  a 
veiy  alaimingcncim  tance  &tl!  even  if  from  that  time  forth 
his  countenance  I  ad  become  more  ■lericus  his  bearing  more 
sad  and  meUucholj  and  his  answers  d  oie  reserved  and  brief, 
he  had  not  at  least  quite  Ic^t  tl  e  use  of  all  language  ;  and,  as 
we  ha\e  sail  it  was  not  until  after  the  leigu  f  Simon,  and 
undei  the  lonely  and  hidden  ojprcssaon  of  tiie  municipals,  that 
the  victim  exhau  tel  with  so  niij  in&uits    had  resolved  to 

However  this  might  be    aftei  having  heard  the  cciinmis- 
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saries  of  the  municipality,  the  committee  of  general  safety 
directed  Harmand  (of  the  Mewse),  one  of  its  members,  who 
■was  attached  to  the  police  section  of  Paris,  fo  proceed  to  the 
Temple,  with  two  of  bis  colleagues,  and  satisfy  himself  as 
to  the  real  state  of  the  case,  and  make  out  a  detailed  report 
of  everything  relating  to  the  son  of  the  last  king.  This 
step  was  taken  nest  day,  on  the  6th  Ventfise  (Friday,  27th 
February). 

In  giving  the  account  left  ua  by  Harmand  of  his  visit  to  the 
Temple,  we  must  observe  that  the  draft  of  it  was  not  miide 
known  till  1814  at  a  time  when  Loins  XYIII  estiblished 
on  the  throne  had  ]nat  appointed  the  anthoi  prefect  tf  the 
Upper  Alps  Harmand  on  the  trial  of  Louis  XVI  m  the 
Convention,  had  \oted  fji  immediate  banishment  he  was  a 
good  kind  of  man  afoeto  violence  and  sanguinaiy  mewures 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  tentiments  e\ptesaed  in  his 
account  did  really  exist  at  the  time  m  his  heait  but  still  wt 
know  from  Gomm  who  nis  in  eje  witness  of  tlie  Msit  of  the 
S7th  Februaiy  1796  thtt  the  deputj  Haimand,  who  hid  lu^a 
boldness,  and  therefore  less  influence  than  his  two  companions, 
spoke  but  little  in  the  course  of  the  iatorview,  and  that  almost 
all  the  questions  he  attributes  to  himself  were  addressed  to  the 
young  prisoner  by  Mathieu,  author  of  the  report  made  to  the 
Convention  on  the  Slid  December  preceding,  and  who,  aa  we 
have  seen,  had  already  come  more  than  once  to  give  orders 
respecting  this  state-prison,  which  was  in  some  sort  placed 
under  his  special  charge. 

Besides,  it  is  easy  to  recognise  in  the  account  given  by 
Harmand, — of  the  kindness  and  attention  he  paid  to  the  "  only 
son  of  his  King,  his  King  himself," — that  his  language,  exag- 
gerated throughout,  bears  in  no  degree  the  colouring  of  the 
period,  and  that  his  political  opiijions  of  1814  had  had  con- 
siderable effect  on  his  narrative  of  1795.  This  precaution 
taken,  we  will  enter  the  Temple  with  bim. 

"  My  heart  had  flown  thither,"  he  says ;  "  but,  as  I  had  not 
11,  M 
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voted  for  tlie  IGng's  deatb,  and  the  prejudices  attached  to  the 
opposite  opinion  were  then  in  full  force,  I  deliberated  for  a  time  ; 
and  my  knowledge  of  the  place  not  allowing  me  to  doubt  that  if, 
oa  my  return  from  the  Temple,  1  made  a  report  favourable  to 
the  illustrious  priaoners,  I  should  be  heard  with  prejudice  on 
the  part  of  my  listeners,  injurious  to  the  captives  as  well  as 
to  myself — and  being  incapable  of  making  any  other— I  begged 
that  some  members  of  the  committee  should  be  granted  me  as 
colleagues, 

"  Messieurs  Mathieu  and  Keverchon  were  accordingly  ap- 
pointed, both  being  also  members  of  the  Convention,  and  I 
hope  that  what  I  am  about  to  say  will  give  no  offence  to  either 
of  them. 

"An  involuntary  want  of  memory  has  prevented  my  re" 
memberiiig  the  exact  date  of  our  visit  to  the  Temple ;  but  the 
following  are  the  facts ; 

"  "We  reached  the  doors,  whose  dreadful  bolt  shut  in  the 
no  e  t  so  — the  on  y  son — of  our  King,  our  King  himself 

The    key  grited  harshly  in  the  lock,  and  the  opening 

or  d  aj^l  ye)    o  o      view  a  small  and  very  clean  ante-room, 

th    0  0  he   fu  e  than  an  eaithenware  stove,  which  com- 

n    n   a  ed  w         1  e  next  room  by  an  opening  in  the  partition- 

11  <ml  wh  ch  cou  d  only  be  lighted  through  this  ante-room. 

T  e  commiss'w  es   ol  1  ua  that  this  precaution  bad  been  talcen 

u     der  no  to  lea  e  fire  in  the  way  of  a  child. 

This  other  room  was  that  of  the  Prince,  and  contained 
his  bed;  it  was  fastened  on  the  outside,  and  had  to  be  opened. 
This  display  of  keys  and  bolts  brought  a  sadness  to  the  mind, 
the  more  painful  because  reflection,  fer  from  dissipating,  did 
but  increase  it, 

"The  Prince  was  sitting  beside  a  little  sc[uare  table,  on 
which  were  scattered  a  good  many  playing-cards  ;  some  were 
bent  into  the  shape  of  boxes  and  trunks,  and  others  built  up  in 
castles.  He  ^vas  busy  with  Iheso  carda  when  we  went  in,  and 
he  did  not  cease  his  ocuupation. 
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"  He  was  dressed  in  a  new  coat,  like  a,  sailor's  jacket,  of 
elate- coloured  cloth.  His  head  ivas  baro  ;  the  room  clean  and 
■well-liglited.  The  bed  was  made  on  a  wooden-bedstead,  without 
curtains ;  the  bedding  and  linen  seemed  to  be  good  and 
handsome.  Hia  bed  was  behind  the  door,  to  the  left  of  the 
entrance  ;  further  on,  on  the  same  side,  was  another  bedstead 
without  bedding,  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  first;  a  closed  door 
between  tho  two  communicated  with  another  room  which  we 
did  not  see. 

"  The  commisaarips  told  us  that  this  bed*  had  been  that 
of  Simon,  a  cobbler,  who  had  beea  appointed  by  the  munici- 
pality of  Paris,  prior  to  the  death  of  Eobespierre,  to  wait 
upon  and  guard  the  young  Prince  in  his  room.  It  ia  hut  too 
well  known  with  what  atrocious  cruelty  that  monster  acquitted 
himself  of  both  duties. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  this  wretch  amused  himself  in  the 
most  cruel  manner  at  the  expense  of  his  prisoner's  sleep  ;  that 
without  any  regard  for  his  tender  age,  when  sleep  is  so  ne- 
cessary, he  would  call  him  up  several  times  in  the  night, 
shouting  to  him :  'Capet!  Capet!'  The  Prince  would  answer: 
'  Here  I  am,  Citizen.'  '  Come  neai'  me,  eo  that  I  may  touch 
you,'  replied  the  tiger,  and  the  lamb  drew  near  hira  accoi-d- 
ingly.  The  execrable  assassin  would  put  one  leg  out  of  bed, 
and  with  a  kick,  directed  as  far  as  he  could  reach,  he  woidd 
hurl  his  victim  to  the  ground,  crying  :  '  Go  to  bed,  wolf-cub !' 
Oh,  Heaven  !  will  Divine  vengeance  be  satisfied  with  the  life 
this  monster  forfeited  in  company  with  Eobespierre  ? 

"  This  has  been  stated  before  ;  but  I  relate  it  now  becatise 
the  eommissaries  gave  ns  an  account  which  makes  me  still 
shudder  whenever  I  think  of  it.  After  these  terrible  pre- 
liminaries, I  approached  the  Prince.     Our  movements  did  not 

•  "This  bed  bad  been  removed  a  long  time  before  ;  I  never  saw  it. 
Xnnrent,  and  some  otliwa  employed  about  the  Temple,  told  the  visitors 
that  Simon  liad  reully  slept  in  ilic  same  room  as  ilie  Piince,  and  showed 
them  the  place  ivlitre  his  bed  had  Btood ;  that  was  all."— GoMlN. 
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appear  to  make  any  impression  upon  him.  I  told  him  that  the 
government, — too  late  apprised  of  the  bad  state  of  his  health, 
and  of  his  refusal  to  take  air  and  exercise,  or  to  answer  the 
queationa  addressed  to  him  on  the  subject,  or  the  proposals 
made  to  him  of  taking  remedies  and  receiving  tlie  visits  of  a 
phjsioiaa, — had  sent  us  to  him  to  inform  ourselves  as  to  the 
facta,  and,  in  their  name,  to  renew  all  the  above-mentioned 
proposals ;  that  vpe  hoped  they  might  he  agreeable  to  bim,  hut 
that  we  should  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  adviee,  nay,  even 
to  rebuke,  if  he  persisted  in  silence  and  in  his  refusal  to  take 
exercise ;  that  we  were  authorised  to  procure  him  the  means 
of  extending  his  walks,  as  well  as  to  oiTer  him  any  objects  of 
amusement  or  diversion  that  he  might  wish  to  have,  and  that 
I  bogged  he  would  tell  me  if  this  were  agreeable  to  hini. 

"  While  I  was  thus  expressing  myself,  he  looked  fear- 
fully at  me,  without  changing  his  position,  and  listened  ap- 
parently with  the  greatest  attention,  but  not  one  word  did 
he  reply. 

"  1  then  repeated  my  offers,  as  if  I  thought  he  had 
not    heard    me,    particularising    them    something  aftor    this 

"  '  Perhaps  I  expressed  myself  ill,  or  yoa  did  not  understand 
me,  sir ;  but  I  havo  the  honour  to  ask  you  whether  you  would 
like  to  have  a  horse,  a  dog,  some  birds,  or  playthings  of  any 
kind;  one  or  more  companions  of  your  own  age,  whom  we  will 
present  to  you  for  your  approval  before  installing  them  with 
you.*  Would  you  like  now,  this  minute,  to  go  down  into  the 
garden  or  up  on  the  tower  ?  Would  you  like  to  have  some 
sugar-plums  or  cakes?'  &c.  In  vain  did  I  repeat  everything  I 
could  think  of  as  agreeable  to  his  age.  I  received  not  one 
word  in  reply,  not  oven  a  sign  or  a  gesture,  although  his  head 
was  turned  towards  me,  and  he  was  looking  at  me  with  a 
strange  fixedness  in  his  eyes,  which  expressed  the  utmost  in- 

"  Hot  a  amgla  word  of  this  was  anid." — QoMm. 
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"  I  tlien  thought  proper  fa  take  a  more  decided  tone,  aiid 
ventured  to  say  :  '  Sir,  obstinacy  like  this  at  your  age  is  a  fault 
■which  is  utterly  inexcusable ;  and  it  is  the  more  surprising  aa 
our  visit  is  evidently  intended  to  ameliorate  your  condition, 
and  give  you  attendance  and  proper  remedies  for  your  health. 
How  do  you  think  we  shall  be  able  to  do  this  if  you  still  refuse 
to  answer,  or  say  wliat  you  would  like  ?  Is  there  any  other 
way  we  can  propose  it?  Be  so  good  as  to  tell  us,  that  we  may 
do  so,'  Still  tho  same  fixed  look,  the  same  attention,  hut  not 
a  single  word. 

"  I  resumed  :  '  If  your  refusal  to  apeak,  sir,  compromised 
only  yourself,  we  should  wait, — not  without  distress,  but  more 
resignedly,— until  you  were  pleased  to  do  so,  because  we  shoiild 
conclude  ttat  your  situation  could  not  be  very  nncomfortabie  as 
you  did  not  care  to  change  it;  "but  you  do  not  belong  entirely  to 
yourself,  all  around  jou  are  responsible  for  your  person  and 
condition  Will  yo  i  compromise  them  ?  Will  you  compromise 
us  ?     Foi  what  an":  vei   can  we  give  the  govercment,  whose 

shall  end  by  commanding  you.'  Not  a  word,  and  still  the 
same  flsed  look 

"  I  was  in  deapau  and  so  were  my  colleagues ;  that  look, 
indeed,  had  snob  m  expression  of  resignation  and  indifference 
that  it  seemed  to  sav  What  is  it  to  me  ?  Complete  the 
sacrifice  I 

"  I  repeat  it  I  could  do  no  more ;  my  bosom  swelled  with 
grief,  and  I  was  ready  to  burst  into  tears  of  bitter  anguish; 
hut,  after  taking  i  few  turns  up  and  down  the  room,  I  reco- 
vered myself  so  fai  as  to  determine  upon  trying  the  effect  of 
command  which  I  did  accordingly,  stationing  myself  quite 
close  to  tho  Pimoe  at  his  right  hand,  saying :  '  Sir,  be  so  good 
aa  to  give  me  your  hand  I'  He  gave  it,  and  passing  mine 
along  it  to  the  shoulder,  I  felt  a  tumour  on  the  wrist,  and 
another  at  the  elbow.  It  seemed  that  these  tumours  were 
not  painful,    for  the    Prince    showed  no   sign   of  suffering. 
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'"  The'  other  hand,  sir.'  He  gave  it,  but  there  was  no  swelling 
upon  it.  '  Allow  me  also,  sir,  to  touch  your  legs  aad  knees.' 
He  rose  accordingly.  I  found  the  same  kind  of  enlai^e- 
ment  at  the  knees. 

"  Standing  thus,  the  young  Prince  had  the  appearance  of 
being  ricketty,  and  imperfectly  formed.  His  legs  and  thighs 
were  long  and  lean,  his  anas  the  same ;  his  bust  very  short, 
and  his  cheat  raised;  his  shoulders  high,  and  cramped  together; 
his  head  very  fine  in  all  the  details,  his  complexion  colourless; 
hut  clear ;  hia  hair  long  and  fine,  chesnut-colour,  very  well  kept, 
'  Now,  sir.  ho  good  enough  to  walk.'  He  did  so  immediately, 
going  towards  the  door  between  the  tw  b  1  and  imme- 
diately sat.  down  again.  '  Do  you  th  1  th  t  is  taking  proper 
exercise,  sir;  and  do  you  not  see  nth  th  1  nd,  that  this 
indolence  is  the  sole  cause  of  j         1  d  the  dangers 

with  which  you  are  threatened?  B  g  da  t  believe  in  our 
zeal  and  experience.  You  can  ha  n  h  p  f  gaining  your 
health  unless  you  submit  to  our  advice  and  requeets  ;  we  shall 
send  a  physician  to  you,  and  we  hope  you  will  answer  his 
questions.  Make  a  sign  at  least  that  you  make  no  objection.' 
Not  a  gesture,  not  a  word.  '  Sir,  bo  so  good  as  to  walk  again, 
and  for  a  little  longer  time.  Silence,  and  no  compliance.  He 
remained  upon  hia  seat,  with  his  elbowa  leaning  on  the  table  ; 
his  features  underweat  no  change,  displayed  not  the  slightest 
emotion,  and  there  was  no  more  surprise  in  hia  eyes  than  if 
we  had  not  been  there,  and  I  had  said  nothing.  My  col- 
leagues did  not  speak.  We  looked  at  each  other  in  astonishment, 
and  we  were  about  to  communicate  our  conclusions  to  each 
other,  when  the  Prince's  dinner  was  broi^ht  in. 

"Another  distressing  scene — it  is  necessary  to  have  wit- 
nessed it  to  form  any  idea  of  it ;  a  pot  of  red  clay  contained 
a  black  broth,  with  lentils ;  in  a  plate  of  the  same  material 
was  a  little  morsel  of  boiled  meat,  also  black  and  shrivelled, 

•  "Ab  I  havesiud,  there  was  onljona  bed  in  the  room."— GoiiiN. 
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the  quality  of  I  1  n  s  fti  e  1  la  Hy  these  appear- 
ances; a  se^oad  pi  te  filled  w  th  lentils  ind  a  third,  on 
which  were  s  s  che  nut  athe  burae  1  than  oaated  ;  a  metal 
spoon  and  fo  1  — n  kn  f  an  1  no  w  ne  TL  ommissary  told 
U8  this  was  by  o  le    of  tl  o    n     c  I  of  1     Co     nune, 

"  Such  was  the  i  ot    he  son  ot  L      g  XVI.,  the  heir 

of  sixty-six  monirohs  Suel  tl  e  fare  le  U  ed  for  the  inno- 
cent captive  !  Al  vhu  ould  co  ta  ti  hi  nselt  with  this  scene 
tefore  hb  eyes —  th  the  fact  ve  gh  ng  on  his  mind  tJiat  it 
was  the  son  of  a  I  ng  an  nn  ent  be  ng  forced  to  live  like  the 
most  miserahle  of  his  subjects  ? 

"■While  the  illustrious  prisoner  was  making  this  sordid 
meal,  my  colleagues  and  I  espressed  our  indignation  and 
astonishment  by  a  glance  at  the  commissaries  of  the  munici- 
pality, aad,  to  spare  them  our  well-merited  reproaches  in 
presence  of  the  Prince,  I  made  them  a  sign  to  come  out  into 
the  ante-chamher.  There  T?e  spoke  as  we  felt ;  they  repeated 
to  us  that  it  was  by  the  order  of  tlie  municipality,  and  had  been 
even  worse  before  their  time. 

"In  the  ant«-room  we  gave  orders  that  tliis  abominable 
state  of  tJiinga  should  he  changed  for  the  future,  and  that 
they  should  immediately  begin  to  add  some  little  delicacies 
to  his  dinner,  and  patticularly  fruit.  I  wished  some  gi-apes, 
which  were  then  rarities,  to  be  procured  for  him.  This  order 
having  been  given,  we  went  hack  into  the  room,  T!ie  Prince 
had  eaten  all  his  food.  I  aalied  him  if  he  were  satisfied 
with  his  dinner;  no  answer.  If  he  would  like  some  fruit; 
no  answer.  If  he  liked  grapes  ;  no  answer.  A  moment  after- 
wards the  grapes  arrived  ;  they  were  put  upon  the  table,  and 
he  ate  them  without  saying  anything.  'Would  you  like 
Bome  more?"     No  answer." 

"  After  this  we  could  no  longer  doubt  that  every  attempt 

•  "Something  wns  said  of  fruit  for  liis  dessert,  lint  no  grnpea  were 
sekcii  Sbr,  and  none  nere  brought ;  besides  wliich,  at  tliut  period,  none 
couiil  probably  Lave  been  found  in  (he  ndglibourliood." — Gomde. 
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on  oui  part  to  elicit  a  leply  would  be  uopiess  I  acquainted  him 
with  out  determination,  and  told  him  tint  it  Tsas  the  moie 
painful  to  «s  because  we  could  only  atttibute  his  silence  to 
oui  ha\mg  had  the  mi'^toitune  to  displease  him,  and  that  we 
should  piopoae  to  tlio  government  in  couseixuenee,  to  send 
some  cjmmis8ant,8  who  might  be  mote  agreeable  to  him. 
The  same  look,  hut  no  leplj  '  Do  you  wiah  us  tn  letire,  en  ' 
No  ans\ier 

"This  said,  we  nent  out  of  the  room  The  fli-st  door 
being  dosed,  we  lemamed  a  quartei  uf  an  houi  m  the  ante- 
room, inqmnng  from  each  other  nhat  ne  had  heard  and  seen, 
and  commanicating  the  reflections  ^.nd  observations  i\t  liad 
made  on  tlie  subject,  and  also  on  the  moial  and  physical  con- 
dition ot  the  Prince. 

'  From  the  accoimt  which  I  have  just  given — an  exact 
account  the  details  of  which  I  have  rathei  curtailed  thau 
extended— everyone  can,  and  doubtless  will,  make  the  same 
ohseivitions  and  reflections  with  oursehes,  and  theiefore  I 
will  nut  lepeat  them  I  have  stated  tlie  motives  to  which  the 
commHbanea  attributed  the  obstmate  silence  of  the  Prince. 
I  asked  them  in  the  ante  room  whether  this  silence  did 
really  date  from  tlie  day  on  which  he  had  been  forced,  by  the 
most  barbaious  violence,  to  sign  that  odious  and  absurd  deposi- 
tion ?     They  renewed  their  former  assertion  on  that  head.* 

"After  having  related  these  facts,  grievous  to  all  feeling 
hearts,  I  leave  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  observers  of 
human  nature.  Is  it  possible  that,  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 
a  child  could  form  such  a  deierraination  and  persist  in  it  ?  It 
certainly  admits  of  a  doubt ;  but  I  reply,  to  such  as  would 
doubt  or  deny,  by  stating  a  fact  and  bringing  forward  witnesses 
whom  I  point  out,  and  to  whom  they  may  have  recourse  for 
its  truth. 

■  "Vi'u  cjuld  have  mmle  no  each  assertion,  as  Laurent  did  not  enter 
tha  Temple  imlil  nine  months  after  tli«  scene  of  ihelthOdobeT,  179S,  and 
m^aelf  foiic  montlia  nJlei'  Laurent." — Gomin. 
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"  Be  that  as  it  may,  before  we  left  the  Prince's  ante- 
chamber my  colleagueaand  I  agreed  that — for  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  ivho  knew  not  of  it ;  of  the  Convention,  who,  to  say  the 
truth,  were  also  ignorant  of  it,  but  ought  to  have  known  it ;  for 
that  of  the  guilty  municipality  themselves,  who  knew  all,  and 
caused  all  these  evils — ive  agreed  that  we  ahould  confine  owr- 
selvea  to  the  ordering  of  provisional  measures,  to  he  taken 
immediately,  and  that  we  should  make  no  public  report,  but 
give  it  in  private  in  the  secret  committee  only.  This  was 
accordingly  done." 

In  this  account,  given  by  a  republican  of  his  visit  to  the 
tyrant's  boh,  the  sentiments  appear  to  be  th(«e  of  a  royalist, 
and  the  espressions  those  of  a  courtier.  The  reader  will  have 
tept  in  view  the  times  and  places;  he  will  also  have  felt,  on 
the  one  hand,  how  much  exaggeration,  and  on  the  other,  how 
much  short-coming,  there  is  in  this  act  of  the  Revolution,  drawn 
up  for  legitimist  readers.  But,  such  as  it  is,  this  paper 
seemed  to  me  too  interesting  not  to  be  given  at  length.  The 
real  situation  of  the  Prince  may  be  seen  through  this  royalist 
veil,  whicli  almost  goes  the  length  of  throwing  ajleur-de-lis  halo 
round  the  Convention.  Besides  the  errors  pointed  out  by 
Gomin  there  is  one  more  important  still,  which  it  is  our  duty 
to  indicate,  on  the  authority  of  this  same  valuable  witness ;  it 
is,  that  the  deputies  of  the  Convention  did  not  order  that  "  this 
abominable  state  of  things  should  be  changed  for  the  future." 
Notwithstanding  the  pretended  marks  of  kindness  heaped  upon 
the  prisoner,  his  condition  was  not  much  improved;  a  plate  of 
fruit  was  sometimes  added  to  his  meals,  but  the  general 
regulations  of  the  prison  remained  the  same. 

As  to  the  obstinate  silence  of  the  Prince  during  this  visit, 
wHch  the  narrator  has  made  out  more  remarkable  than  it  really 
was,  and  wliich  produced  no  actual  effect,  we  have  already  had 
occasion  to  state  our  own  opinions  on  the  subject.  But 
although  we  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  contend  against  the 
account   given  of  the  motive,  to   which  alone  the  inllesible 


...Google 


LOma    THE    SEVENTEENTH- 


resolution  of  the  young  prisoner  was  attributed,  we  may  say  that 
(hia  party,  this  meeting  of  the  commissariea  of  the  Commune 
and  of  the  Convention,  reminded  him  of  melancholy  scenes ; 
porliaps  of  that  in  which  they  had  made  au  abusive  use  of  some 
few  words,  wrung  from  his  ignorance,  by  converting  them  into 
poniards  directed  against  hia  mother.  These  kind  attentions 
and  good-natured  acta  of  his  enemies  mast  have  recalled  to  hia 
memory  the  fruit  and  liquor  lavished  upon  him  by  Simon,  in 
order  to  obt^n  the  signature  which  Daiyon  needed  to  complete 
bis  work,  and  Hubert  to  give  credit  to  hia  infamous  inventions, 
by  procuring  their  endorsement  from  the  innocence  of  a  child. 

The  unfortunate  boy,  as  we  have  aaid,  had  never  been  able 
to  look  without  aversion  and  terror  upon  any  member  of  the 
Convention  and  Commune,  with  tho  exception  of  some  few 
who  for  a  very  long  time  had  not  been  permitted  access  to  him. 
Convinced  by  long  experience  that  he  had  to  pay  a  hundred- 
fold for  any  little  consolation  hitherto  offered  to  him,  ha 
naturally  distrusted  the  cajoling  promisea  of  hia  visitors.  His 
MT  of  disdain  and  indifference  seemed  to  say ;  "  For  two  long 
yeai-3  you  have  beon  destroying  me,  and  what  are  your  caresses 
to  me  now'  Finish  the  ticnflcel  Of  the  whole  account 
gnen  ly  Harmand  this  litter  interpretation  i^  the  most 
piobable 

I  know  not  what  pissed  ra  the  secret  committee  when 
theCon\£ntionheaidthe  report  of  then  commission  whiJi  had 
been  dispatched  to  tlie  Temple — a  report  moat  assuiedly 
couched  in  veiy  different  teims  fiom  that  which  we  have  just 
given — but  it  was  followed  hi  no  favourable  auangementa  no 
hbeiil  oidei  was  given  no  phyjiciin  appointed  no  remedy 
emplojed  and  the  young  invalid  depiived  of  all  ^uctoui 
moved  clowly  but  suielj  towards  the  giave  M  llarmand 
aftenviids  declared  that,  haMug  been  sent  away  m  a  mis&iou, 
some  daya  after  hia  visit  to  the  tower,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
follow  up  the  execution  of  the  measures  he  had  recommended 
to  improve  the  atata  of  the  "child  Eing;"  but  if  he  actually  did 
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display  his  benevolent  intentions  on  that  subject  at  all  openly, 
it  was  very  natural  for  the  Convention  to  send  him  away  from 
Paris  at  that  period.  The  death  of  the  son  of  Louis  XYI.  was 
resolved  upon.  Indeed,  eYeii  though  he  had  liot  been  the  legiti- 
mate representative  of  royalty,  I  douht  whether  thia  child,  after 
so  many  misfortunes,  could  have  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  his 
enemies ;  it  belonged  to  the  principles  of  revolutionary  tyranny 
to  sacrifice,  without  any  examination,  those  whom  they  had 
nnjustly  oppressed. 

Still  full  of  hope  and  bright  illusions  as  to  the  future, 
Gomin  sov^ht  to  surroumd  -the  Dauphin,  not  with  pleasures — 
alas !  that  word  was  sUnck  out  for  ever  from  tJiat  miserable 
life! — but  with  increased  means  of  diversion.  His  pity  for 
the  victim  sooa  turned  to  affection,  and  that  affection,  which 
he  waa  obliged  to  keep  under  constant  restraint,  increased  con- 
tinually amid  the  silent  struggles  of  his  heart. 

Sometimes  he  would  go  to  the  Temple  library,  and  having 
chosen  some  book  which  he  thought  might  interest  the  child, 
would  give  it  to. him  open.  "I  beg  Monsieur  to  be  good 
enough  to  read."  And  the  child  would  begin  at  the  page 
pointed  out  to  him  witii  the  best  grace  in  the  world.  His 
isolation  and  sorrows,  the  privation  of  hooks  and  cessation  of 
atudy,  had  not  made  hira  forget  what  he  had  learned.  He  read 
very  distinctly  and  correctly,  holding  the  book  at  a  distance 
from  him  on  bis  lap  or  on  the  table.  It  was  genei-ally  a 
volume  of  Marmontel's  "  Contei  Moraum,"  or  the  "  Yeilleea 
du  Okdtean,"  or  the  "Histoire  de  France."  What  bitter 
reflections  must  have  been  suggested  to  the  mind  of  tliat 
unfortunate  child  by  readiHg  this  latter  work,  which  told  him 
of  the  gi-eatness  of  bis  country  and  of  his  race,  so  loag  united 
in  one  common  fate ! 

But,  one  day,  in  a  tale  of  Marmontel's,  I  know  not  wliich, 
he  met  with  an  anecdote  that  rivetted  his  attention,  and  inter- 
ested him  in  tho  highest  degree.  He  read  the  whole  stery 
eagerly  through  to  the  end.    Beginning  rather  in  a  melancholy 
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The  dave, 

way,  this  tale  concluded,  as  is  usually  the  case,  with  tho  de- 
liverance and  happiness  of  the  hero. 

Did  it  lead  the  child  to  think  of  his  own  destiny  ?  Did  his 
meeting  with  so  many  sorrows  at  his  very  first  outset  in  Hfe 
make  him  hope  that  he,  too,  the  hero  of  a  lamentable  story, 
might  one  day  live  to  see  better  times ! 

Already  forgetting  his  own  mbfortunes  in  presence  of  this 
imaginary  felici^,  the  poor  little  reader  began  to  smile  for  a 
moment  through  hia  tears,  like  an  'April  morning  of  varying 
rain  and  sunshine.  In  these  rare  moments  of  pleasure,  kis 
countenance  ivore  a  look  of  angelic  grace  and  sweetness;  a 
little  happiness  would  have  restored  to  him  all  the  beauty 
of  childhood. 

Several  divs  passed  away  ■  on  the  IVth  Ventoae  3rd  vear 
(Saturday  the  7th  Match)  the  worthy  Dehierne  tame  again  to 
seehis  Ttmple  ccmrade  and  sad  to  him  Just  look  heie  I 
ha\e  anothei  plaything  to  give  you  Sajmg  thi  he  half 
opened  his  coat  which  lapped  acio&s  ovei  his  Inast  and  a 
pretty  little  turtle  dove  put  out  its  head  Gomm  was  kas 
grafefu.1  foi  th  a  new  ittention  than  he  was  uneasy  at  it  as  il 
WIS  mcie  bkilj  to  compiomiae  him  than  the  former  and  might 
give  nse  to  some  trouHe  -MLh  an  ill  disposed  commibsan 
Having  no  confidence  m  the  one  on  duty  that  day  he  doter 
mined  to  keep  the  melancholy  bud  in  the  touncil  loom  until 
next  morning  ind  to  await  a  ■favourable  mcmentfor  takn  g  it  to 
Its  destination.  Next  day,  the  countenance  and  manners  of  the 
new  commissary  having  given  him  a  little  courage,  Gomin 
took  up  the  bird  at  the  dinner-hour,  and  put  it  into  the  tuiTet. 
The  Prince  took  hut  little  notice  of  it.  The  sight  of  a  poor 
bird,  a  prisoner  and  lonely  like  himself,  was  not  to  him  either 
an  amusement  or  a  comfort.  He  had  formerly  been  very  fomi 
of  animals,*  hut  since  hia  affection  for  the  little  bird  given 

»  Between  the  two  days  of  the  20tli  June,  and  the  10th  August,  the 
Dauphin,  whose  walks  they  had  been  oMiged  to  restrict,  luul  refleiyed  a 
present  intended  for  his  diversion  ;  it  was  a  little  hare,  which  hadheen 
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Strictnea?  of  regulaUnna. 

him  in  Simon's  time  had  dmwn  upon  him  a  veij  painful  scene, 
ihis  taste  had  disappeared ;  heaides  which,  the  gradual  decay 
of  his  strength  produced  indifference  acd  apathy  in  him., 
instead  ,pf  hia  former  lively  and  active  disposition.  The  turtle- 
dove did  not  Jive,  and  Gomin  was  not  sorry  for  it,  as  it  might 
have  caused  him  to  he  regarded  with  suspicion. 

One  day,  the  9Bth  Ventose  (Sunday,  ]5th  March),  this 
timid  but  generous  guardian,  as  he  was  accompauying  Debieme 
to  the  second  court-yard,  on  hia  way  out,  met  Lienard,  and 
their  conversatioa  turned  on  the  prisoners.  The  presence  of 
Debieme,  and  the  recollection  of  Delboy'a  remarks  respecting 
the  food  of  IjOuis  XVI.'s  children,  emboldened  Gomiu  to  say 
to  the  steward  :  "We  are  under  the  reign  of  eijuality,  why  do 
they  not  have  the  same  dinner  as  we  ?"  Lienard,  without  ex- 
pressing any  private  opinion,  replied  :  '■  There  is  a  regulation, 
and  I  must  follow  it;  I  have  mv  orders,  lilie  a  soldiei-."  ■' Yoa 
ai-e  nght  rotumed  Gomin  who  was  afiiil  of  Ijis  own  shadow 
and  wondeiLd  at  himself  foi  diring  to  hiziid  such  a  ques 
tion  Debieme  seeing  bis  uneasmesa  cime  to  his  as^istauLO 
and  added  lut  with  moie  eoaiage  "ion  are  ught  citizen 
Lienud  m  htary  discipline  fiibt  befoie  ever^thmg  else  what 
is  conscience  compared  to  a  regulation?  Ihen,  as  he  was 
going  away  with  Gomrn  1  tinnot  bear  those  people,"  he 
said  who  ha\e  the  legulaticn  ali\ays  in  tlieir  mouths,  and 
who  obej  what  man  his  put  on  papei  instead  of  what  God  has 
put  in  then  heaits      No    no    youi  old  vicar  of  the  Temple* 

wondfcrrullyiielitjaiied  tobeat  ihedrum  When  the  Marquis  daVillenenva 
Arifat— who  has  preserved  for  \m  this  sneodote — went  to  the  Taileriefl  to 
taJie  leave  of  the  rojal  family,  the  Daaphin  came  up  to  him  smiling,  and 
said  to  him  in  a  whisper :  "  I  know  jon  love  ns,"  and  then  showing  bira 
his  hare :  "  He  beats  the  dram  for  the  King.  My  hare  is  a  royalist,  but  do 
not  mention  it,  pray  1    The^  would  kill  him  for  me  !" 

•  Debierne  allniied  w  ths  viear  of  Iho  Temple,  named  La  Quesnoi, 
who,  after  having  taken  the  oath  to  the  civil  constitution  of  the  ohrgy, 
rutraeted  it  in  tbe  following  letter,  addressed  to  Bailly,  the  mayor  :— 
"lilt.  Mavor, 

' '  Led  astray  by  the  love  of  peace,  and  my  desire  of  remaining  among  a 
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was  the  rasM  for  me— in  the  time  when  there  vias  yet  a  God 
aiid  ciltircbes ! — he  did  n"t  think  he  had  done  enough  when  he 
obeyed  the  regulation ,  he  obeyed  the  rule,  and  retracted  the 
ciyil  oath  he  had  tjlten." 

Debieme  often  returned  to  the  Temple,  under  pretext  of 
seeing  Gomin,  his  pteteiiJed  relation.  The  latter  introduced 
him  by  that  title  to  the  council-room.  The  devotion  of  this 
worthy  man  remained  unknown  :  the  teuest  and  deepest  affec- 
tion is  not  always  that  which  makes  most  noise  and  show. 

The  keepers  and  the  commissary  did  not  feel  at  their  ease 
and  sure  of  one  another,  as  I  have  said,  unless  they  took  their 
nieasures  in  common.  Under  the  incessant  control  of  dark 
malevolence  union  was  strength  in  that  place  above  all  others. 
The  oommiasary  occasionally  absented  himself  ;  even  Laurent 
went  out  almost  every  evening,  moat  frequently  ta  attend  his 
club.  When  matters  had  been  arranged  in  this  way,  Gomin 
felt  himself  sufficiently  authorised  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his 
own  kind  heart ;  he  installed  himself  accordingly  in  the  child's 
room,  and  kept  him  company  till  snpper-time. 

Most  usually  he  played  with  him  at  draughts ;  the  poor 

flocli  who  are  dear  to  me,  and  for  whom  I  aliall  piiiserve  t1ic  most  tender 
affection  to  the  last  honr  of  iny  eiislenco,  I  was  so  nnfnrtunate  as  to  forsake 
those  true  principles  which  shoald  have  heen  my  guide,  by  taking  the  oath 
jjesoribed  to  ns  on   Sunday,  the  38fh  instant.    I  am  still  actuated  hj  tlio 
some  love  of  peace,  the  same  feeling  of  tenderness  and  affection  for  my 
floolc,  and  wouM  willingly  shed  the  very  hist  drop  of  my  blood,  were  it 
necessary,  in  order  to  prove  it-      The  sacrifice  of  conscience  and  religion  is 
the  oniy  one  we  are  never  permitted  to  make.    When  I  returned  to  mvsel^ 
I  bluslied  for  my  fonlt.   I  avow  it  liaiitally,  and  1  do  not  hesitnte  to  r^oin 
those  pastors  of  the  Charoh  from  whom  I  never  ought  to  liave  Eepura'ied. 
In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  I  have  the  honour,  sir,  of  announcing  to 
yon  tliat  I  have  this  day  saiemnly  retracted,  frma  the  pulpit,  llie  oath  I  had 
taken,  and  which  waG  iirmlj  abjured  by  the  cries  of  my  oonseience. 
(Signed)         "La  Q,(iesnoi," 
''I  certify  the  present  copy  to  be  exactly  conformable  to  (he 
original  deposiied  in  mj  office,  this  3rd  Fehaary,  1^91. 
"  Baiilt." 
(Arohivea  ol'the  HStel-de-Viile.) 
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little  fellow  did  not  understaud  the  game  at  all,  but  Ma  good- 
natured  adversary  alwaja  contrived  to  let  hha  win. 

Another  time  they  would  honour  Debierne'a  toys,  his 
elegant  cup-aud-ball,  a  wayward  and  punctilious  piece  of 
mechanism,  in  playing  which  neither  the  unskilful  ivill  of  the 
young  Prince  nor  the  unpractised  skill  of  the  professor  proved 
successful. 

Or  else,  if  the  child's  strength  was  equal  to  such  an  amuse- 
ment, they  went  up  to  the  garret  of  the  great  tower,  and  had  a 
game  at  shuttlecock  in  that  vast  chamber,  the  middle  of  which 
was  clear.  At  this  game,  the  young  invalid  defended  himself 
to  perfection;  his  glance  was  true,  his  hand  prompt;  liia  left 
hand  was  always  resting  on  his  hip,  grasping  hk  trousers, 
while  his  right  was  armed  with  tite  battledore. 

One  evening,  the  23nd  Ventfise,  3rd  year  (Friday,  IStli 
March,  1795),  being  alone  with  him, — Laurent  and  the  com- 
missary were  at  the  club, — Gcmin,  who  was  always  good-natured 
when  not  under  restraint,  sat  down  near  the  Prince,  and  pro- 
posed to  read  to  him,  or  to  play  at  draughts. 

The  child,  grateful  for  his  kindness,  looked  searohingly  at 
him,  as  if  trying  to  read  ia  his  eyos  how  far  it  would  eaiiy  him  m 
his  service  ;  and,  feeling  no  doubt  encouraged  by  his  -iftectionafe 
look,  he  rose,  and  softly  moved  towards  the  door,  still  keep- 
ing fixed  on  his  jailer  a  look  at  oaco  uiquiiing  and  sup- 
plicatory. 

"  You  know  very  well  that  cannnot  be, '  said  the  latter  to 
him,  very  much  disturbed  at  the  idea  which  had  occuiied  to 
the  youthful  prisoner,  and  distressed  that  he  m^ht  not  listen 
to  his  desire.  "  I  want  to  see  her  once  moie,'  said  the  poor 
child ;  "  let  me  see  her  before  I  die,  I  beseech  you !''  Gomin's 
heart  was  sorely  wrung  ;  he  took  the  Dauphin's  arm,  and  led 
him  hack  to  his  place.  The  child  threw  himself  on  his  bed,  or 
rather  he  fell  down  on  it  nearly  senseless,  and  remained  quite 
motionless.  It  seems  that,  deceived  and  restored  to  hope,  by 
the  behaviour  of  his  new  keeper,  he  had  felt  encouraged  to 
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believe  that  some  day,  if  quite  alone  with  him,  he  might  ask 
anything  from  his  good-will ;  and  this  evening  he  had  conceived 
to  he  the  most  favourable  opportunity  for  putting  the  plan  in 
execution,  that  had  perhaps  heen  many  days  formed  in  the 
depths  of  his  heart.  Thia  disappointment  was  so  much  the 
more  acute,  his  grief  so  much  tlie  more  hitter,  that  the  idea  he 
had  formed  to  himself  of  Gomin  assured  him  of  the  success  of 
his  filial  plot.  The  poor  guardian  was  quite  at  his  wit's  end,  not 
linowing  for  a  moment  what  he  could  possibly  do,  his  prisoner 
lying  motionless  and  colourless  before  him.  At  length  he  fait 
his  heart  heat,  and  saw  bis  eyes  open  again ;  consciousness  re- 
turned with  life,  and  with  consciousness  came  grief.  "It  is 
not  my  fault  if  I  give  yon  pain,"  said  his  accomplice  to  him,  in 
an  undertone, — yea,  an  accomplice,  but  he  recoiled  from  being 
BO  openly,  or  venturing  too  far, — "it  is  not  my  fault,  my  duty 
forbids  it;  say  that  you  forgive  mel"  The  child's  whole  soul 
broke  forth  in  cries  of  anguish.  "  M.  Charles,  don't  cry  so, 
thoy  will  hear  you !"  He  was  still  immediately,  and  as  Gomin 
continued  begging  to  be  forgiven,  a  large  tear  rolled  silently 
down  his  cheek.  He  laid  his  little  hand  on  the  shoulder  of 
his  keeper,  who,  bonding  over  the  bed,  pressed  his  other  hand 
between  his  own.  "  You  know  very  well  that  the  door  is  shut, 
and  even  were  it  open,  you  would  not  pass  through  it  if  you 
thought  your  doing  so  would  sentence  me  to  die :"  and  the  child 
slowly  shook  his  head,  and  opened  his  eyes,  which  spoke  the 
language  of  melancholy  resignation. 

This  sad  serenity,  this  calm  grief,  this  courageous  patience, 
had  won  Gomin's  heart,  as,  eventually,  they  had  g^ned  the 
affection  of  the  Tisons  and  the  Toulans  :  sympathy  always  in- 
spires those  who  approach  the  Bourbon  family  in  their  hour  of 
trouble. 

But  what  could  be  hoped  from  those  municipals  who, 
coming  to  the  tower  with  prejudices  and  hatred  most  invete- 
rate, only  passed  through  thft  satietuaiy  of  grief?  Their  revo- 
lutionary nature,   so  far  from  improving  in  those  few  hours 
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CoHol-s  prophecy. 

there,  led  them,  on  the  contrary,  to  exercise  with  arrogance, 
the  authority  fvitli  which  they  were  invested  for  a  day.  Almost 
every  one  of  them  assumed  the  air  of  a  tribune  or  a  consul. 
There  came  one  on  the  8rd  Germinal,  3rd  year  (Monday,  23rd 
March,  1795),  named  CoUot,  who  aped  the  prophet,  for,  after 
scrutinising  the  Dauphin's  eyes,  he  said,  with  doctoral  solemnity ; 
"That  child  has  not  ten  decades  to  live!"  And,  as  Laurent 
and  Gomin  were  alarmed  at  these  words,  on  account  of  the 
injurious  effect  they  might  have  on  the  invalid's  mind,  he  im- 
raediately  repeated,  with  atrocious  emphasis :  "I  tell  you,  citi- 
zens, he  will  he  imbecile  and  idiotic  before  six  decades,  if  he 
be  not  a  corpse !" 

At  this  fatal  imprecation,  which  the  municipal  pronounced 
as  his  adieu,  the  child's  look  remained  gentle,  and  there  came 
a  smile  to  his  lips  more  poignant  than  regret,  more  gloomy 
than  despair. 

Gomin's  voice  that  day  was  more  tender  than  ever  in 
speaking  to  him.  During  the  evening,  being  alone  ivith  him 
for  a  moment,  he  tried  to  efface  the  fatal  impression  left  on 
his  mind  by  the  melancholy  interview  of  the  morning.  The 
child,  as  he  listened,  seemed  striving  to  restrain  emotion  which 
ho  was  unable  to  master;  a  tear  sparkled  iti  bis  eyes,  and  from 
his  heart,  full  to  bursting,  these  words  escaped,  with  an  angelic 
sigh :  "  Yet  I  never  injured  anyone  I" 

When  obliged  to  leave  him  at  nightfall,  poor  Gomin  with, 
drew  with  a  bleeding  heart,  and  an  imagination  intensely 
alarmed  by  the  prophecy  of  Collot.  What !  must  this  young 
intelligence  decay :  this  youthful  heart  be  fettered  ?  What ! 
would  bot  the  gnsser  part  of  this  delightful  child  remain,  like 
the  clay  of  the  vase  whose  perfume  has  evaporated  ■*  No  '  all 
vill  not  perish  thus :  the  perfume  still  lemains  in  the  iuneieal 

Laurent  left  the  Temple  on  the  9th  Geimmil,  5rd  jeai 
(Sunday.  a9lh  March,  1795).  He  did  not  letire  m  tunse 
queiice  of  any  deposition  being  made  agaiust  him,  but  it  lus 
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own  request;  he  had  just  lost  his  mother  ^nd  fiimly  affairs 
required  his  presence  and  attention  eloenhpie  The  news  of 
Lis  retirement  created  a  kmd  of  sensation  m  the  Temple, 
where  he  waa  uni\eisaily  esteemed  Theie  had  >een  some 
ill-will  sTiown  against  Leflvie  foi  &ome  time,  and  his  opponents 
heing  anxious  for  him  to  leave,  tJiej  were  tlie  more  annoyed  at 
the  unexpected  departure  of  Laurent.  More  than  once  already 
several  persons,  mostly  helonging  to  the  police,  had  objected  to 
the  presence  of  a  restaurateur  in  the  inner  inclosure  of  the 
Temple,  However,  Gomin  succeeded  in  persuading  them  that 
it  was  rather  adyantageoiis  than  otherwise  to  keep  him ;  that 
many  National  Griiards,  who  would  otherwise  have  gone  out  to 
eat  and  drink,  procured  all  they  required  there,  and  that  the 
guard- house  was  less  deserted  in  consequence.  The  opposition 
■was  hushed. 

Laurent*  took  leare  of  his  colleague  and  the  young  Prince, 
who  pressed  his  hand,  and  saw  him  depart  with  a  feeling  of 
profound  regret. 

Laurent  had  begun  to  forgive  Mm  for  heing  the  son  of  a 
king,  and  the  child  to  forgive  Laurent  for  being  the  agent  of 
his  enemies.  The  jailer  and  the  prisoner  were  about  to  under- 
Btand  each  other ;  and  their  hearts  had  just  met  when  they 
were  forced  to  part. 


•  He  died  at  Cayenne. 
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llTH  Germinal,  Sun  Year  (Tur.srAY,  31st  March,  17051, 


itromhiatian  of  Lasne — Biographical  details — Hia  ineidklion  at  the 
Temple— First  visit  to  Louis  SVIL— Order  given  to  Gourlot— Good 
nndsi'sCandino;  between  Lasne  and  Gomin — Tlieir  care  of,  and  atten- 
tions (o,  the  Jitfle  prisoner — First  words  of  tlia  Danphiu  to  Losne — 
Wflllrs  on  tiie  platfovra — Music — Conversation — Palloj's  set  of  domi- 
noes— Louis  XVlL'fl  sword — frogi'ess  of  the  disease  more  and  more 

On  the  llth  Germiual  {Monday,  31st  March,  1795),  citizftn 
Etienne  Lasne,  the  new  superintendent  of  the  Temple  Guard, 
and  successor  to  Laurent,  arrived  at  the  tower.  He  had  been 
apprised  of  his  nomination  by  a  message  from  the  poKce,  and, 
as  he  did  not  immediately  obey  a  summons  which  was  in  fact 
an  order,  two  gendarmes  had  gone  to  take  him  from  his  resi- 
dence. Rue  Culture- Sainte-Catherine,  and  had  brought  him  at 
once  to  hia  post,  Lasne  was  a  house- ptunter ;  he  had  foi-merly 
been  in  the  French  Guards,  and  had  entered  the  National 
Guards  in  1789.  His  trade  had  made  liira  fcaown  in  hia  own 
neighbourhood,  and  it  was  as  much  in  conseqweuce  of  hia 
reputation  as  an  artist  as  of  hia  former  military  career  that  he 
was,  in  llQl,  appointed  captain  of  the  grenadiera  of  the  Petit- 
Saint-Antoine  battalion.  He  was  a  very  worthy  man,  who, 
thougli  he  had  not  perhaps  as  much  heart  as  Gomin,  had  more 
firmness.  Lasne'a  appointment  had  been  brought  about  by 
revolutionary  influence,  as  Gomin's  was  owing  to  royalist 
interest ;  but  hotli  the  one  and  the  other  belonged  to  the 
moderate  party.     Lasno  had  been  an-ested  on  the  9th  Thermi- 
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dor  hj  the  rebel  Gommirae,  and  set  at  liberty  by  tlie  National 
Convention.* 

As  I  was  very  anxious  to  l-now  everyone  capible  of  gmng 
me  mfoimation  respecting  the  life — so  little  lno«ii  and  so 
unfoitnnate — to  winch  I  had  \owed  to  lai^e  a  m  lest  and 
pious  monument  m  histoiy  I  e  ught  out  Lisne  s."^  I  hal 
Bought  out  O-omin  ind  as  I  had  wished  to  see  and  he^r  the 
three  pooi  women  by  who'ip  reooUectiona  I  was  enabled  to 
penetrate  into  the  hoisehold  of  Smion  and  thus  lecovei  the 
traces  of  cne  of  the  most  melancholy  episodes  almost  lest  m 
the  annals  of  the  Temple 

I  lecall  the  scene  w  th  emotion  even  now  I  &iw  Laane 
for  the  first  time  on  Fiiday  16th  Telm^ry  18J"  anl  the 
thought  that  I  was  about  to  enter  the  jiesence  o£  the  man  iiho 
had  performed  the  last  sad  duties  foi  thi,  sou  of  Loras  XVI , 
had  held  him  m  his  aims  as  he  e\pued  filled  my  mmd  with 
melancholy  feelings  Lasne  opened  the  dooi  foi  me  lumsell 
1  recognised  him  by  his  a^e  1  ii  heaiing,  his  geneiil  appeal 
ance — grave  and  'item  like  tl  ii  fa  man  who  hi^  oi  ce  mixed 
in  great  and  melam,holy  events  whioh  had  I&It  ineffaceable 
reminiscenceb  1  ehin  1  them      The  loom  nhtre  he  received  me 

•  E-ttraet  from  the  minntrt  of  ihe  National  Convention  8th  Themudor, 
2nd  year  of  the  JFtench  Eepuhlic  one  and  indivisible 
"The  National  Convention,  on  a  petition  Ironi  the  seGJion  of  the 
Bights  of  Man  bronght  fornord  by  a  member  detieea  that  citizen  Lasne, 
commandant  of  the  armed  force,  together  with  another  citizen  of  ihe  said 
Bcdaon,  and  citizen  Billot,  Heulenant  of  gendarmerie,  now  in  prison  on  an 
order  of  the  rebel  mnnicipalil^,  be  set  at  libertj ;  and  intmsts  the  execa- 
tionof  tJia  present  decree,  «hioh  is  not  to  be  printed,  to  the  two  oommitlees 
of  pnblio  welfare  and  general  safety. 

"  Examined  by  the  inspector, 

"  S.  E.  MotfNEL, 
"  Collated  with  the  oi'iginal  by  us,  seoretaiy  of  the  Kationnl  Conven- 
tion at  Paris,  llth  Tiietmidor,  Snd  year  of  the  Preneh  Republic, 
one  and  indivisible. 

"Bab. 

"Lb  ViHEDH  (of  the  Meurth  ",  Secretary." 
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WIS  adorned  with,  jiortraits  of  the  rojal  family,  several  bomg  of 
Loaia  XVII.  Lasne  was  five  feet  seven  inches  in  height,  thini 
and  very  upright,  as  old  eoldiera  always  are,  witJi  an  open 


couoteiiance,  and  expressing  himself  with  ease  and  some  little 
emphasis.*     At  this  period  he  was  iq  his  eightieth  year,  and 

•The life  of  Laene preaenta  gome pteulmr  cireumstanoei, «hiohaienot 
without  their  interest.  The  folloiving  ib  a  kagmfnt,  flhiJi  I  wiote  in  some 
degree  from  liia  dicfaMon. 

'*  I  was  horn  on  the  19th  Seplemher,  US'!,  at  Dampicrre-sur-Donbs, 
in  the  parish  of  Saint--Pierre,  jurisdiction  of  Besanjon.  My  father  was 
adjutant  in  the  regiment  of  La  Miirehe.  I  came  to  Paris  veiy  young,  and 
at  twelve  years  old  I  entered  the  depflt  of  the  regiment  of  French  guards, 
the  quarters  of  which  occupied  the  Ate  of  the  Ene  du  Helder  and  the  ChansBSe 
d'Antin,  oil  the  Boulevard  des  Italiens,  opposite  the  Pavilion  d'Hanovre. 


»  Google 


LOUIS    THE    SEVENTEENTH. 


looking  very  young  for  hia  great  age.  It  waa  only  \<y  degrees 
that  I  obtained  th.e  confidence  of  this  last  and  Bolemn  witness  of 
the  sufferings  of  the  Tomjile.  I  found  him  sparing  of  his  words 

Soma  yenrs  afterwarda  I  ente^d  the  grenadiers  of  Fourche's  cnniprniy, 
vnAer  Ihe  name  of  Carette,  which  was  that  of  ray  mother.  Marshal  Biran, 
out  colonel,  being  no  doubt  afrdid  that  my  name  of  Lasne'  might  subjeat 
me  to  unpleasant  jests,  which  would  have  obliged  me  to  nuaheath  my 
Bword  to  ill-purpose,  had  me  put  down  in  tJie  rolla  under  the  denomination 
of  Etienne  Lasne,  commonly  called  Carette.  Jokes,  as  is  welt  known, 
were  free\j  indulged  in  at  the  expense  of  the  !Frenoh  guards.  Some  called 
them  the  '  Pierrots,'*  because  of  their  great  buttona,  resomhling  those  of 
the  moimtebaukfl  oa  the  Boulevards ;  others  named  them  the  '  Ducks  of 
the  Maiae,'  ever  since  the  time  when,  being  repulsed  at  an  affair  on  the 
Mwne,  they  had  been  forced  to  throw  themselvefl  into  the  river. 

"I  never  quitted  Paris  but  once;  it  was  in  1779.  I  was  one-and- 
twenty.  The  Marquis  de  la  Moassaye,  my  lieutenant,  selected  me  to  accom- 
pany him  in  one  of  his  journeys  into  Britany.  He  had  left  me  some 
money  to  discharge  bis  pressing  debts  at  Paris ;  which  done,  I  set  oat  to 
join  hull  again.  When  I  had  got  as  fiir  as  within  two  leagues  of  Lauibnile, 
I  met  a  coach  with  the  livery  of  La  Moueiaye ;  the  coachman  asited  ma  if  I 
belonged  tj>  M.  le  Manjnia,  and  told  me  that  in  that  case  I  had  only  to 
Ibllow  the  carriage  and  I  slionld  find  the  oastle.  I  had  come  a  hundred 
leagues  on  foot,  and  willmgl; ;  but  these  two  last  leagues,  of  which  it  would 
have  been  so  simple  and  easy  io  spare  me  the  fatigue  by  letting  me  get  up 
behind  the  carriage,  were  more  tiying  to  me  than  all  the  rest  of  Ihe  way, 
I  bore  that  cursed  coachman  a  grudge  for  a  long  time,  because  of  hb  hard 
words  addressed  to  tha  reeking  brow  of  a  poor  wayfarer.  To  add  to  my 
ill-luck,  when  I  reached  the  gate  before  the  castle  tlie  porter  ban'ed  my 
passage,  and  told  me  he  had  orders  not  to  let  me  in.  It  was  in  vain  I  had 
recourse  to  the  name  of  M,  le  Marquis,  and  gave  his  orders  as  my  creden- 
tials,— all  was  useless,  and  the  porter  seemed  to  me  even  less  graoions  tJian 
the  coachman. 

"  I  sat  down  on  a  post,  my  mind  given  up  to  a  thousand  disagreeaUe 
conjectures,  and  I  waited  ansiously  till  Heaven  should  send  me  my  lieute- 
nant to  relieve  me  ti'om  this  nnpleasant  sort  of  guard.  At  length  I  caught 
sight  of  him ;  he  was  dressed  as  a  sportsman :  lie  appeared  very  ghtd  to 
see  me  agiuu,  but  said  his  mother  did  not  wish  me  to  enter  the  csstle. 
'You  are  to  go  inla  the  town,'  said  he  to  me;  'you will  find  yourself  a 
lodging  there  to  jour  liking,  and  I  will  give  you  twenty  sous  a  day.' 
'  Ho,  no,  lieutenant.  I  did  not  come  with  jou  on  tJiese  conditions  :  our 
serjeant-m^or,  Berlier,  did  not  give  me  leave  of  abseiico  to  be  an  expense 
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during  our  first  inteiview  and  I  T\a8  also  sparing  iu  my  C[iie3- 
tions.  But  when,  aftei  t  longei  acqumntance,  lie  saw  that  it 
vfas  no  vain  and  indifleient  LUiiosity  that  brought  me  to  him, 

to  you.  If  I  am  of  no  use  to  jou  here,  I  will  go  back  to  Paris,"  M.  do  !a 
Moiissaye  insisted  so  uiuch  on  it  tliat  I  was  forced  tu  yield.  I  lodged  at 
the  houBO  of  a,  M.  Delacroij,  at  Lamljalle, — tliey  ivera  good  times  then. 
For  twelve  sous  a  day  I  had  a  comfortable  lodging,  and  wns  excellently 
well  fed ;  and,  as  may  he  imagined,  I  did  not  keep  tlie  excess  of  the  tucnty 
stniE,  granted  me  hy  theiihevality  of  my  chief,  for  my  own  profit.  Besides, 
I  oned  it  to  his  protection  that  my  little  talent  a9  a  piunter  tmned  to 
account  there,  for  it  was  soon  called  into  requisition  by  several  of  Ms 
friends  in  their  smolte-dried  mansions.  His  nncle,  M.  de  la  Provof^, 
intrnsted  me  with  the  restoration  of  his  house,  the  woodwork  of  whioh 
had  been  painted  in  olire  oil  by  a  Eapliael  of  the  country.  Madame 
de  b  Mirondais  summoned  me  next,  and  tnj  punting  became  so  nninli  in 
Togue,  that  I  was  unable  alone  to  eatiidy  the  demands  which  reached  me 
from  all  parts,  and  was  obliged  to  have  a  country-fellow  to  grind  my 
colours  for  me. 

"Every  Sonday,  at  eleven  o'doot — and  the  old  men  of  Lanibelle  will 
remember  it  yet— 1  assisted  at  the  performance  of  mass,  in  unifomi.  I 
was  a  very  good-looking  fellow,  when  under  aims,  at  twenty ;  one  may  say 
that  when  one  is  eighty  years  cdd,  especially  when  one's  good  looks  and 
good  figure  have  brought  one  more  disagreeables  than  advuufages. 
The  two  EStife  (they  were  brothers)  saw,  not  without  vexation,  thatn 
JTiench  gnard,  standing  near  the  high  altar,  attracted  the  notice,  during 
service,  of  the  pretty  women  of  the  place,  and  their  ill-hnmour  was  not 
Slav  in  showing  itself.  One  winter  evening,  ooraiug  out  of  the  bouse  of 
M.  Blanchandin,  who  lived  at  tlie  Maltnul  gate,  I  met  them  together 
a  little  way  from  my  home ;  they  suddenly  stopped  and  stured,  as  if  |]icy 
wanted  to  bally  me.  I  stood  still  also,  waiting  apparently  for  the  hostile, 
words  of  which  then'  attitude  seemed  to  be  the  forerunner.  '  ^Vhen  you 
have  looked  long  enough  at  me,'  said  I  to  them,  'perhaps  you  will  S[>eak 
tome!'  They  drew  nearer:  I  drew  neai'er.  'It  is  pretended  you  are 
a  grenadier,'  said  one  of  them  to  me;  'but  that  is  a  joke  no  doubt; 
soldiers  do  not  assist  at  mass  I'  'If  you  are  a  cnpueliin  friar,'  said  the 
otlier,  'reHuna  your  frock  ;  and  if  yon  are  a  grenadier,  I  will  tear  off  your 
gienades.'  Yon  may  guess  the  fever  that  fired  my  head,  and  what  bitter 
words  were  prompted  hy  my  indignation.  One  of  them  raised  Iiis  stick. 
'  Are  yon  assassins  or  honest  men ! '  I  cried  ;  '  an  assasan  may  assault  a 
man  tliua,  but  an  honest  man  gives  his  adTeraory  time  to  get  a  sword.  1 
ask  you  for  five  minutes  to  go  and  bring  mine.'  I  ran  home,  armed  myself, 
and  went  hack  again.  One  of  the  E4tifs,  who  was  a  grenadier  in  tlio 
Xing's  regiment,  had  also  gone  to  fetch  his  sword,  but  he  was  very  long  in 
Tfitiirnine.     '1  wait  at  I'ai'iu,  bat  not  at  Liimballe,'  said  I  to  his  brutiier. 
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"  I  soon  saw  the  two  lUtifs  coming.  They  proposed  as  p.  clear  field,  a 
little  space  hollowed  OQt  like  a  tsnitel,  the  boitom  of  which  presented  in- 
deed a  smooth  and  fiat  surface,  hut  so  restricted  that  tliere  was  hnrdly 
elbow-room  enough.  I  do  not  know  what  sort  of  youiig-ranii's  vanity 
induced  me  to  accept  such  a,  field  of  battle ;  troe  it  had  the  advanti^e  of 
concealing  tlie  combatants  from  indiscreet  eyes,  but  it  had  also  the  alight 
inconvenience  of  dooming  one  of  them  to  almost  certiun  dcatli. 

"  We  were  in  the  month  of  Jauodryj  it  was  freezing  as  hard  as  a  stone; 
the  gronud  was  covered  with  bard,  deep  snow,  which  made  the  approach 
(o  the  hole  where  vre  were  to  fight  very  diffionlt.  SStif  wont  down  first ; 
lie  was,  according  ia  the  usual  custom,  without  his  coat  and  shirt,  present- 
ing his  breast  and  arms  quite  bare  to  the  icy  wind  that  was  blowiug.He  had 
three  or  four  scars  on  his  body,  and  seemed  to  display  them  with  pnde. 
I  had  followed  him  donn  into  the  hollow,  and,  to  get  my  coat  off  more 
easily,  I  stuck  my  sword  into  the  snow  before  me.  Although  I  bud  no 
lock  of  eouri^e,  was  a  pupil  of  M.  I<angucdoc,  seijeant  of  tbe  guards,  and 
had  carried  out  a  challenge  with  the  mn^tcr-of-anns  of  the  regiment  of 
Schombia-g,  I  frankly  confess  that  I  was  not  very  much  at  my  ease.  The 
ground,  and  there  being  no  witnesses,  made  me  uneasy ;  but  there  was  no 
way  of  drawing  back  now,  and  my  only  thought  was  how  best  to  get  rid  of 
the  hornet's  nest  into  which  I  had  fallen.  I  drew  m;  sword  out  of  the 
snow,  and  the  point  broke  off,  bnt  I  did  not  perceive  it^  and  I  stood  on  my 
guard.  We  fought  a  few  minutes,  and  suddenly  my  opponent's  brother, 
who  was  looking  on  at  the  stmggle  from  Ihe  top  of  the  hollow,  cried  out : 
'Take  care,  brother,  his  swoi^  is  broken!'  The  combat  ceased,  and  I 
asked  ten  minutes  to  have  my  sword  ground  down.  Ent  the  Arst  ardour 
of  the  B^tifs  was  gone, — the  weather  was  quite  enough  to  have  qncnched 
it, — and  ibey  soon  came  to  making  excuses.  From  that  time  foith  we 
were  good  friends,  and  my  pompoon-tufl  appeared  again  In  peace  and  ill  all 
its  splendour  next  Sunday  at  mass.  M.  le  Marquis  heard  of  the  afiair,  and, 
to  make  np  for  the  accident  to  my  sword,  he  was  so  kind  as  to  give  me 
his  own ;  bnt  I  Ivad  no  more  need  of  any  during  my  stgonm  in  Britany. 
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On  Wednesday,  6lh  September,  1837,  as  I  n 
to  Lasne'a  house,  who  had  been  ill,  I  met  him  U 
of  a  gleam  of  suushine  to  walk  on  the  quay  of  the  'lie  Saint- 

Hy  travels  ended  mask  better  than  they  had  begun,  and  I  returned  to 
Paris,  my  pookels  filled  aa  tbey  had  never  been  before. 

"  Exoejiting  on  tliat  occasion,  I  have  never  lost  sight  of  the  towers  of 
Hbtre-Dame,  and  you  eee,  sir,  that  I  have  ended  by  establishing  myself 
even  nearer  to  them, — we  may  aay,  almost  beneath  Iheir  shode.  I  lived 
thirty  yeaia  in  the  Eua  Gulture-Sdnte-Cathei'iue,  at  Ho.  J,  one  of  Madame 
Lamj's  three  honsea;  flien,  eigliteen  years  in  the  Hue  des  Carraes, 
No.  84 !  and  am  now  at  No,  14  S,ae  EegrnttiSre,  tny  third  establiahment, 
and  whioh  will  doubtless  be  my  last.  I  bought  this  hoaae  on  the  2iid 
June,  1829. 

"I  left  the  French  Kuatda  on  the  11th  May,  1782,  after  the  King's 
review  on  tlie  plain  of  Sablon,  the  day  when  ihe  execution  of  Desrues,  who 
had  been  broken  dive  on  the  wheel,  in  the  Flitce  de  Gr^ve,  iras)  the  only 
subject  of  conversation.  I  had  served  seventeen  years,  in  (he  coarse  of 
wliioli  I  had  successively  inhabited  the  depSt,  the  barrack  in  the  Eae 
Vertft,  tbatof  LaPfepini6re,and  finally  th,at of  L'Estrapade.  Whenlgot  my 
discharge,  ray  Eeijeant-mi(jai'  wished  me  well;  he  proposed  to  send  me  back 
to  the  dcpSI^  where  he  said  I  would  be  made  a  Serjeant,  but  I  was  im- 
patient io  be  a  citizen,  and  to  resume  ny  brush. 

"When  the  year  '88  eame,  I  was  obliged  to  assume  the  uniform  of 
the  National  Guard.  My  profession  as  a  house-painter  had  made  me  nell- 
known  in  my  neighbourhood ;  it  vas  also  known  that  I  was  an  old  soldier; 
and  the  voices  of  my  fellow-dtizens  riuaed  me,  in  '91,  to  Oie  rank  of 
oaplain  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  Petifc-Saint-Antouia  battalion. 

"I  was  wounded  at  the  Tuileries  on  the  20th  June,  on  the  terrace  at 
the  waler-side,  where  nij  battalion  was  atadonad.  About  that  period  I  had 
several  times  aa  opportunity  of  seeing  IL  llie  Dauphin,  and  certiuniy 
had  no  idea  that  that  unfortunate  young  Prince  would  one  day  expire  in 

"I  have  nothing  more  to  tell  you  of  my  residence  at  the  Temple, 
and  of  the  long  siriferinga  I  witnessed  there.  All  that  yon  have  written 
respecting  His  Majesty  Louis  XVII.'  is  most  strictly  true. 

"But  my  wardeiiship  was  not  over.  If  I  had  seen  tie  brother  expire, 
the  uster  was  living  still ;  she  was  living,  full  of  strength  and  courage. 
Madame  Eoyale  was  np  every  morning  at  five  o'clock  ;  she  was  dressed, 
her  hair  arranged,  the  ronm  swept  oat,  her  bed  made,  as  if  she  had 
had  hands  to  serve  her.     Her  resignation  and  apirit  wotb  quite  admirable. 

"I  never  went  into  her  room  without  knocking-. 

"Soon  after  she  was  exchanged,  and  she  went  away.  I  remained  a 
'  lu  sjeakiBg  of  Ilia  Daujihin,  Lame  always  «dd,  "His  Majealy.", 
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Louis,  where  he  iP&iJed  He  made  "iii  aypointrntiit  \  ith  ma 
for  the  next  morning  saTiug  Come  eaily  we  will  shut 
ourselves  in  togelhei  and  I  "ill  give  you  ill  the  information 
respecting  the  Icmple  that  can  he  inteie&tin^  to  you  To 
■whom  should  1  gi\e  my  confldGni'e  if  not  to  jou?  He  taith 
fuUj  kept  his -n Old  anl  m  this  first  comei^ition  oi  m  tl  use 
that  followed,  he  called  up  all  his  reminiscences  lor  my  heneSt 
and  acquainted  me  with  det'uls  which  only  he  could  have  fuj 
nished. 

One  day  I  liought  him  my  album  ind  begged  him  fo 
■write  ill  it,  mth  his  own  hand  the  ittestatijn  of  the  deatli  cl 
Iionis  XVII.  which  he  did  * 

At  this  period  he  leceived  a  Msit  from  G>mm  his  old 
colleague  of  the  Temple  tonei  whom  he  had  not  seen  i  i 
twenty  years  and  nhom  he  thought  tole  dead  Piovilence 
which  had  tliiown  one  valual  le  ■witness  ot  the  Dauphm  s  1  ^t 
sufferings  in  mj  waj  now  sent  rae  auothei  my  friendship  with 
■whom  was  to  he  yet  gieatei  and  my  connsL-tion  moie  useful 
still  for  the  «oik  I  had  undertalsen 

Lasnebeing,  as  we  have  seen,  brought  to  his  post  by  armed 


fortnight  or  three  weeks  longer  at  the  Temple,  to  give  in  my  accounts  to 
M.  Benezeoh,  minister  of  tlio  interior,  I  gava  into  his  charge  all  that 
bebnged  to  the  Temple  tower,  and  all  that  Jnid  been  left  there  by  tlie 
royal  femily ;  ho  came  there  one  day  hunself, 

"  I  returned  home  and  resumed  my  brush,  hoping  not  to  be  obliged  to 
leave  it  any  more ;  but  some  time  afterwards  I  was  informed  that  1  must 
go  back  to  the  Temple, — that  I  sliould  liave  to  guard  some  prisoners,  among 
others.  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  his  secretary  Wright,  and  hia  servant,  a  worthy 
French  nobleman,  who  spoke  Engliah  and  Dutoh  to  perfection,  and  pUjed 
hia  part  as  valet  admirably  well. 

"I have  told  you,  sir,  all  that  my  memory  reeajls  to  me;  there  are, 
donbtlesB,  many  infei'esting  elrcmnstances  wivioh  have  eacapad  me  noit, 
bat  the  little  I  give  you  has  at  least  the  merit  of  truth.  Many  temp- 
tations have  been  offered  me  to  induce  me  to  misrepresent  il,  hut  never 
mill  I  serve  as  a  Btepping-stone  for  an  imposture.  A  man  of  my  ngeoui^ht 
not  to  sell  himself,  for  he  might  not  have  time  to  redeem  himself." 

Lasne  died  at  Paiis  l^th  Aipril,  1841,  aged eighlj-four. 

»  We  ^ve  a  fao^wmile  opposite. 
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force,  was  received  and  installed  at  the  tower  by  hia  Ci 
and  Lacroix  (a  gavdener),  the  civic  commissary  on  duty,  who 
conducted  him  that  same  eTening  to  the  presence  of  the  cap- 
tive brother  and  sister.  The  stern  bearing  of  Lasne  made 
them  at  first  think  him  an  additional  enemy  sent  them  by  the 
municipality  and  committees,  but  in  cowrae  of  time  they 
changed  their  mind"!  with  respect  to  him 

Though  Lasne  h*d  the  ciie  of  the  childien  of  Louis  XVI 
in  common  with  Gomm  let  he  tool  peihipa  more  especial 
chirge  of  the  llauphm  ivbile  Cjomm  attended  particularlj  to 
Madame  Eo^ale  And  indeed  the  Princess  had  a  dtuded 
preference  for  Gomm  It  wis  he  who  b}  her  own  lei^uest, 
vids  appointed  tt  occompmy  her  t>  the  frontier  when  she  was 
6Pt  at  libcity  ind  m  i&14  she  appointed  him  porte)  to  the 
Chiteiu  of  Meulon 

The  new  l.eepei  Tiaa  teiiified  at  the  state  iii  whiih  he 
fiund  the  Dauibm  He  had  seen  the  roW  child  seveial 
timds  when  it  the  Tuilenea  lu  his  little  garden  oi  on  the 
terrace  ly  the  water  side  I  recognised  him  perfectly  «ell, ' 
swd  he  to  me  his  head  «as  not  changed  it  was  atiU  l&au 
tiful  and  just  aa  I  had  olscived  it  in  better  times  bit  his 
comple^.i3n  wao  dull  and  colourleas  his  shoulder?  high  his 
chest  coutiacted  Ins  arms  and  legs  (.maciated  and  weilt  and 
hia  light  knee  and  left  wii&t  wete  coveied  with  enormous 
tumours 

The  daj  aftei  ha  entiance  into  tlie  Temple  l~th  &trmi 
nd  (Wednesday  1st  April)  Laane  ivished  to  entei  ufoii  his 
duties  by  ahonmg  to  the  Pnnce  that  he  came  to  him  as  a 
ben<int  much  miie  thui  as  a  jailei  Gomin  accorlmgly  left 
to  him  the  care  he  dailj  took  to  -svash  the  child  comb  his  hair, 
and  biuoh  his  clothas.  Though  he  was  fughtened  at  the  first 
approach  of  a  person  whom  he  did  not  know,  the  child  still 
submitted  to  his  attentions,  and  examined  him  attentively,  but 
without  replying  to  his  questions  by  a  single  word. 

That  day,  at  the  diiiaer-hour,  (lourlet  went  up  into  the 
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tower  With  Lasne,  and  accoiding  to  established  ciT-tom  mide 
a  good  deal  of  noi^e  nith  his  large  keys,  as  he  turned  them  in 
the  locks,  and  by  shaking  the  bolts  Lasne's  orderly  but 
beue^olent  mmd  sim  an  objection  to  this  disturbince,  whicli 
was  enough  to  toimeiit  a  weak  heid  and  diseased  jmagination 
'  Why  do  jou  affeLt  to  mike  6u<.h  i  clatter"'  said  he  to 
Gourlct,  as  they  were  coining  out  of  Madame  Eoyile  s  (oom 
"  lou  ought  to  consider  what  an  impiession  it  must  pioduce 
on  the  mmds  of  these  children  '  Citizen,"  letumed  the 
keeppr  of  the  keys,  "  I  haye  been  ordeied  to  do  so  by  seveial 
commissanea ;  others,  like  yourself,  have  thought  it  useless, 
■which  malces  me  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference,'' 
"  I  did  not  come  here,"  said  the  keeper,  "  to  be  an  instrument 
of  terror.  I  desire  you  will  make  less  noise  for  the  future,  and 
put  some  oil  and  grease  to  these  bolts  and  hinges.  I  do  not 
see  the  necessity  either  of  closing  those  three  doors;  the  iron 
one  ia  useless." 

The  turnkey  conformed  to  Lasne's  directioiw  ;  but  the  very 
next  day,  13th  Genninal  (Thursday,  3nd  April),  the  commis- 
sary on  duty  (named  Lemi5tiyer  138  Eue  HonorC)  a'^ked  hira, 
as  he  left  the  room,  iihj  he  neglected  to  lork  ill  the  Inois 
"  Citizen  Lasne  deaiied  me  not  to  lock  them  lejlied  he 
"  The  doors  are  here  to  be  dosed  letumed  citizen  Lcni^taTei , 
"  you  must  conform  to  the  intentions  of  the  Commuue  and  the 
orders  of  the  Convention  Do  not  again  foiget  to  fasten  all 
the  bolts,  as  you  did  before  Lasne  who  was  present  said 
nothing;  he  had  peii.ei\od  that  to  urge  it  fmtliei  would  be 
useless,  and  would  only  conspiomise  him 

The  new  keeper  wis  not  long  m  finding  otit  that  the  rai-e 
of  bugs  had  not  entiiely  emiguted  from  the  tower,  noinith 
atanding  the  fierce  wai  waged  upon  them  by  Lament  All  the 
beds  were  taken  to  pieces  again  ind  wasliel  \Mth  lye,  and 
their  old  green  damask  cuitams  cleane  1  and  mendtd  f 
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Tlie  two  keepers  could  do  nothing  against  the  will  of  the 
commissaries,  but  they  arranged  together  to  give  each  other 
mutually  as  much  liberty  as  possible.  Thua  the  custom  estab- 
lished for  the  guard  of  the  keys,  which  rendered  each  keeper 
dependent  on  the  other,  was  laid  aside.  Kotwithstanding 
their  difference  of  disposition  and  humour,  or  rather,  perhaps, 
in  consequence  of  this  veiy  difference,  the  two  colleagues  lived 
in  the  most  perfect  harmony  together.  Tlieir  mutual  esteem 
made  their  chaise  more  easy,  and  allowed  them  more  inde- 
pendence ;  internal  discipline  became  less  severe  in  conse- 
quence :  they  had  a  mutual  understanding  when  to  relieve 
each  other,  and  to  contrive  by  turns  to  procure  a  little  leisure 
time.  But  they  always  acted  collectively  in  all  official  pro- 
ceedings, and  compiled  the  bulletin  they  sent  every  evening  to 
the  committee  of  general  safety  together.  "  I  signed  first," 
eaid  Gomin  to  me,  and  the  name  of  Lasne  always  followed,  as 
an  adjective  qualifying  my  name.-t 

They  often  joined  together  also  to  have  a  little  music. 
Gomin's  violin  bad  slumbered  long, — Lasne's  songs  woke  it 
once  more,  and  the  voice,  with  its  accompaniment,  frequently 
enlivened  the  dull  solitude  of  the  tower.  Though  their  talents 
were  but  very  moderate,  it  was  a  new  and  extremely  pleasant 
thing  to  the  prisoner  to  hear  a  few  notes  of  poor  music  some- 
times in  his  room. 

Poor  Gomin  played  but  indifferently  ob  his  violin;  but  he 
was  wonderfully  well  versed  in  the  history  of  his  art.  He 
remembered  the  names  of  some  mnsical  performers,  and  a  few 


"Viz., 
"For  taking  down  four  fonr-post  bedsleade  and  cleaning'  fhem 
on  account  of  bngs,  and  putting  up  two  bedsteads  for  C'liurles 
Capet  and  liis  siater,  and  (lie  other  two  for  the  coinmissories ; 

and  mending  tlie  gr«ett  damask  curtains. sef." 

"  That  is,  in  reading  it^  it  would  souud  like  GomiK  P&w— Goimn  the 
iSfl.— TaABSLAroit. 
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teclinical  words,  and  with,  their  assistance  he  considered  himself 
quite  a  connoisseur.  I  recollect  the  enthusiasm  with  which  be 
spoke  to  me  one  day  of  Corelli.  He  informed  me  how  thia 
great  master  had  given  to  the  violin,  and  then  to  the  violon- 
cello,— a  perfection  that  was  not  attained  till  a  later  time  by 
the  hautboy,  the  huating-hom,  and  bassoon.  He  knew  Han- 
del's life  by  heart,— that  Handel  who  played  with  new  fingers, 
the  unchanging  organ  of  our  churches,  and  the  progressive  piano 
of  our  drawing-rooms.  One  would  certainly  have  listened  with 
much  pleasure  to  tlie  orator,  if  the  artist  had  not  raised  his 
bow  at  every  member  of  a  phrase. 

However,  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  two  performera 
were  appreciated  with  lively  gratitude  fay  the  invalid  prince ; 
both  were  compassionate,  botli  did  him  good  with  their  com- 
bined musical  talents,  while  Lasne's  diapositioa  and  Gomia's 
kind  heart  yielded  additional  benefit. 

But,  notwitiistanding  all  his  attentions,  Laane  had  not 
been  able  to  extract  a  single  word  from  the  Dauphin  during 
three  weeks  that  he  had  been  at  the  Temple.  The  child, 
grave  and  sad  in  his  presence,  seemed  to  accept,  without  ap- 
preciating, his  care.  The  new-comer  was  treated  as  Laurent 
and  Gomiu  had  been ;  but  we  have  seen  that  the  silenoe  of 
the  royal  child  was  only  relative  ;  he  had  recovered  his  voice 
in  the  midst  of  tortures  to  tell  Simon  he  would  forgive  him ; 
he  had  recovered  it  in  his  gratitude  to  thank  Dr.  Naudin  for 
his  protection ;  he  had  recovered  it  at  length  by  Laurent's 
attentions  and  Gomin's  care;  and  lastly,  he  recovered  it  by 
Lasne's  good  ofBces,  whom,  contrary  to  his  usual  custom,  ha 
addressed  in  the  singular  number  {tu,  te,  toi, — thee  and  thou), 
and  treated  with  familiarity. 

From  that  time  Lasno  became  very  assiduous  in  hia  atten- 
tion to  him.  He  went  up  to  his  room  with  the  commis- 
sary on  duty  every  morning  between  eight  and  nine  o'clocli, 
and  scarcely  left  him  again  during  the  day,  except  for  the 
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purpose  of  talcing  his  meals.  After  supper,  according  to  es- 
tablished rule,  he  put  bjm  to  bed,  and  retired  till  iJie  next 
morning. 

He  neglected  nothing  to  procure  him  a  little  amusement; 
he  oftea  took  him  out  to  walk  for  an  hour  or  two  on  the  plat- 
form, according  to  the  weather.  The  child  held  him  by  the 
left  arm ;  he  walked  with  difficulty,  and  limped  as  he  went : 
Lasne  supported  him  as  he  best  could,  and  the  poor  child 
espresaed  his  gratitado  by  the  only  means  in  his  power — a 
look,  a  word,  a  gesture. 

"When  the  weather  was  bad,  the  keeper  played  at  cards  or 
IS  with  the  Dauphin,  and  so  it  was  that,  one  day,  as  he 
J  the  far  from  elegant  dominoes  which  they  used 
at  their  game,  he  reminded  him  of  the  present  which  the 
young  Prince  had  formerly  received  at  the  Tuileries,  at  a 
period  when  he  still  enjoyed  a  shadow  of  his  former  fortune, 
Lasne,  who  was  at  that  time  a  captain  in  the  National  Guard, 
had  witnessed  the  pleasure  of  the  King's  son  when,  on  the 
SJlst  May,  1791,  the  military  pupils  who  composed  that  little 
regiment  of  the  "  Eoyal  Dauphin,"  which  the  child  was  so  fond 
of  seeing  manceuvre,  came  to  present  their  colonel  with  a  set 
of  dominoes,  made  by  M.  Palloy,  of  a  block  of  marble  procured 
from  the  remains  of  the  Bastile.*  It  was  a  masterpiece  of 
art;  the  box  was  made  of  a  single  piece,  and  the  dominoes 
were  cut,  it  was  said,  out  of  the  jambs  which  adorned 
Delauney's  t  chimney-piece.  On  the  refers e  of  each  domino 
there  was  a  golden  letter,  and  all  the  letters  together  formed 
the  following  inscription  :  "  Vive  le  Roi  !  Vive  la  Sriwe  .'  £t 
M.  le  Dauphin!" 

•Madame  Campan  has  related  thia  iinecdotfl  in  her  " Memoires," 
Vol.  IL,  p.  137,  in  a  very  incomplete  and  incorrect  manner.  The  account 
pven  me  bj  Lasne  exactly  corresponds  with  that  given  bj  A.  J.  Gorsas  in  the 
"  Courrler  dea  83  Dipmienieais,"  of  theBBnd  M»J,  1791,  and  from  which 
Henin  in  his  "  Histoh-s  Numiimalique  de  in  RevoUtUon  Franjaise,"  p.  20, 
has  corrected  Ihe  version  of  Madame  Carapan. 

t  Gorsas,  "Coanier  i/es  S3  Deparlemeuts,"  Ho,  10. 
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A  gleam  of  pleasure  revived  in  the  heiit  of  the  young 
captive,  as  Lasne  recalled  to  his  mind  all  the  cii  cum  stances  of 
that  day.  "  When,"  said  he,  "  the  battalions  of  csActn,  jomed 
with  the  veterans,  reached  the  palace,  the  King  was  absent,  and 
you  were  in  your  garden.  The  children  SEtcrod  the  Tuileriea 
in  a  body ;  after  having  defiled  before  the  Queen,  they  repaired 
to  their  colonel's  garden.  They  there  performed  several 
manceuvres  ivith  admirable .  precision ;  and  thea  the  son  of 
M.  Pailoy,  at  the  head  of  the  deputation  of  cadets,  presented 
the  set  of  dominoes  to  you,  reciting  these  four  lines,  which 
were  written  in  letters  of  gold  on  ihe  bos  : 

" '  De  ces  affreus  cacliots,  la  terreiir  des  Franjais, 
Vous  coyez  lea  dlbiis  transform^s  ea  hocliets ; 
Puissent-iis,  en  servant  aux  jeux  de  votre  enfanoc, 
Du  peuple  vous  prouver  raraour  et  la  puissance  !' "" 

"After  this,  M.  Joly,  who  spoke  for  the  children,  addressed 
acom^Mraenttoyoa:' Some  young  FreTichmm,' h6  said,  'the 
future  supports  of  the  throne  that  is  destined  for  you,  and  which 
the  wisdom  of  your  father  Itaa  placed  under  the  uiiehangeabh 
empire  of  the  laws,  have  a  mvid  pleasure  in  presenting  you,  in  a 
body,  with  their  love,  respect,  and  homage.  The  offering  they 
make  you  is  but  of  slight  value,  but  each  has  added  that  of  his 
Tieavt-'  Madame  de  Soucy  then  passed  an  cnlogium  on  the 
present  that  had  been  made  you,  and  assured  the  deputation 
that  you  would  never  loci:  at  it  without  experiencing  a  lively 
feeling  of  gratitude.  'Oh!  that  is  vory  true!'  you  cried. 
They  made  you  observe  a  little  accident  that  had  occurred  to 
one  of  the  dominoes  :  '  It  is  of  no  consequence,'  you  replied; 
' I  shall' not  value  it  less!'  Afterwards  you  were  shown  the 
jiortrait  of  the  King,  engraved  on  the  consecrated  altar-stone  of 

•  "The  relics  of  thatftigbtfiil  hold,  the  terror  of  our  land. 

Behold,  Iransformajl  to  harmless  tojB,  to  grace  onr  Dauphln'a  hand  j 
May  thej,  while  at  your  childieh  play  they  speed  the  parsing  hour, 
E^ind  jouofthepei^le'slove,  and  of  the  people's  power." 
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The  Dauphin's  sivord. 

the  Bastile,  and  you  immediately  exclaimed ;  '  Ah  I  there  is 
my  papa-King!'  'Each  of  «a  cherished  him  in  his  Leavt,' 
said  M.  Joly ;  '  you  live,  like  him,  for  the  welfare  of  all,  aii3, 
like  bim,  you  will  he  the  idol  of  the  French  people.'  You 
tlien  approached  M.  Joly,  and  said  to  him  :  '  Sir,  I  heg  you  to 
thank  these  gentlemen  very  much  from  me  for  their  present, 
and  especially  for  going  through  the  es.ercise  so  well.'  The 
deputation  then  retired,  and  the  battalions  filed  off." 

These  reminiscences,  which  cast  a  reflected  light  from  his 
past  life  upon  the  child,  were  very  welcome ;  if  they  did  not 
calm  his  sufferings,  they  made  him  forget  them,  though  it  'wero 
tut  for  a  moment. 

While  Lasne  was  talking  ahout  the  dominoes,  and  re- 
peating the  inscription  they  hore,  the  child,  with  a  sickly 
smile,  in  which  there  was  a  little  gaiety  shaded  with  malice, 
pointed  with  his  hand  to  the  walls,  which  the  architect  Palloy — 
now  designated  the  patriot  Palloy! — had  built  or  heightened,  to 
strengthen  the  Temple  prison,  after  demolishing  that  of  the 
Baatilo ! 

A  gesture,  which  Laane  could  not  but  interpret,  vss  all 
the  indignatioa  with  which  the  conduct  of  Palloy  inspired  the 
child,  bat  he  was  never  weary  of  hearing  of  the  little  regiment 
he  had  loved  so  much.  A  last  flash  of  joy  lighted  up  his  lan- 
guid eyes  when  Lasne,  in  his  capacity  of  an  old  soldier,  told 
him  that  this  regiment  manccuvred  lilte  a  body  of  picked  men, 
aad  that,  a  little  later,  the  colonel  would  have  been  worthy  of 
the  regiment.  At  these  words  the  child  raised  his  head  again, 
aad  glancing  aside,  as  if  to  assure  himself  that  no  one  could 
hear  him;  "Did  you  see  me  with  my  sword?"  said  he  to  him. 
The  last  drops  of  that  heroic  blood,  transmitted  to  the  child 
from  his  ancestors,  had  gathered  round  the  heart  whose  throb- 
bings  were  so  soon  to  cease,  and,  inspiring  it  with  this  senti- 
ment, put  words  into  his  mouth  that  stirred  the  soldier- 
heart  of  Lasne,  He  did  in  fact  recollect  having  seen  tha 
Dauphin  with  his  little  sword  at  the  Tuileries,  and  his  answer 
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satisfied  the  child  on  that  head,  though  ho  was  still  anxious 
to  know  what  had  become  ot  it, 

Laane  thought  it  must  have  heeu  lost  or  hrokeii  on  the 
day  of  iho  10th  August      He  was  mislalieu,  the  sword  was 


not  lost.  The  crown  of  Louis  XVII.  v/as  not  home  to  Saiut- 
Deiiis  like  those  of  his  ancestors,*  for  his  was  not  of  tbis  world; 
but  his  sword  is  still  in  existence.  After  having  long  lain  in 
the  medal-eahinet  of  the  royal  lihrary,  it  was  sent,  in  1848,  to 
the  Artillery  Museum,t  where  it  may  still  be  seen,  with  its  agate 
handle  and  silver  hilt  set  with,  emeralds,  resting  in  a  seal-skin 

•  It  was  tbo  custom,  ivlien  a  King  of  Trance  died,  to  carry  liis  crown  to 
tho  abbey  of  Saint-Denis,  and  tbeie  to  lay  it  up  in  the  treasury  of  tha 
churoh. 

t  This  sword  wil!  doubtless  find  a  place  in  t]io  Sovereigns'  Museum, 
recently  founded  at  tbo  Louvre. 
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scabbard,  ricMy  ornamented,  iind  bearing  tbis  simple  in- 
Boriptioii :  "  Sword  of  the  son  of  Louis  XVI." — A  king  ivitiiout 
a  crown,  who  died,  and  had  no  tomb !  What  remains  of  the  son 
of  powerful  kings,  whose  only  battle  was  witJi  Simon,  whom  ha 
conquered  by  his  patience  ?  What — as  a  final  mockery,  decreed 
by  fate — but  a  sword ! 

When  the  sick  child  was  tired  of  converBation  the  keeper 
sang  him  some  little  airs  to  raise  his  spirits.  The  refrain 
of  the  opera  of  "Richard  Cteur- de-Lion"  always  made  him 


Et  frie  ct  froc, 
Quand  les  bceufa  Bont  deus  i  deus 
Le  labourage  en  "va  mieux."  • 

His  countenance  brightened  wlien  the  singer  uttered  liiat 
couplet  of  Sedfdne's : 


But  when  Lasne  went  on  to  a  revolutionary  song,  he  did 
not  appear  to  listen ;  or  he  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  a  slight 
pout  took  the  place  of  his  former  smile. 

A  circumstance  worthy  of  notice,  and  of  which  we  have  ^Tea 
more  than  one  proof,  is,  that  the  descendant  of  Henry  IV., 
wasting  away  in  captivity,  dying,  still  preserved  the  feeling  of 
his  origin,  and  of  his  royal  right.  And  this  right,  thrown  asids 
as  it  was,  yet  dangerous  still,  seemed  in  the  eyes  of  hia  op- 

*  "  And  KTg  and  Kag, 
And  tin  and  fa^, 
Oxen  going  two  and  two 
Carry  better  on  the  plough." 
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pressors  like  the  sword  of  Damocles  suspended  oyer  their 
heads. 

Time  passed  on:  the  disease  that  was  destroying  the  child, 
the  progress  of  which  had  at  first  heea  slow,  though  it  was 
always  advancing,  began  to  make  more  rapid  strides.  The  con- 
stitution of  Louis  XVII,,  undermined  by  his  long  sufferings, 
now  made  but  feeble  resistanco  to  the  inroads  of  a  malady 
becoming  more  and  more  formidable.     The  crisis  approached. 
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15th  T  lore al— 22nd  Pbairiai,,  Srd  Ykab 
(4in  Mat— 10th  June,  1795.) 

Eeportor  Gonimand  laane  to  the  coinraiftee  of  general  safefj — Desdult 
appointed  to  attend  npon  the  child — His  first  visit  and  preseriptiona 
— TheDaupMn  refuses  to  take  the  remedies — Lasne'e  entreaties — 
The  name  of  Louis  XVII.  in  every  one's  month — Political  anxieties 
of  the  Convention— Poland — Aiavming  sjmptomS  in  the  state  of  the 
Dauphin — Last  walks  npon  the  platform — The  birds  of  the  Temple 
tower — Harie-Therfeae  desires  to  nurse  her  hrother — Solieitafiona  of 
M.  Hue — The  Dauphin's  gratitude  to  M.  Desatilt — Ineffieiency  of  the 
ireatment — M.  Bellanger  takes  a  sketch  in  pencil  of  the  Dauphin- 
Death  of  Desfiult — Sumonr  spread  connected  with  this  death — MM.  Pel- 
letau  and  Dnmangin  take  his  place — Theit  opinion  as  to  the  state  of 
the  child — M.  Pelletan  remonstrates  with  a  mnnieipal — Expveasioas  of 
Louis  XVU. — The  invalid  conveyed  to  the  little  tower — Observations 
of  the  municipal  Hubert — Conversation  of  the  child  with  Gomiii — The 
last  night — Morning  of  the  30th  Praiiinl  (8th  June) — Ecstasy — Last 
words — Death — TliB  news  carried  to  the  committee  of  general  safety 
— Grwnin's  distress — Visit  of  the  members  of  the  committee — The 
Temple  guard  called  into  the  chamber  of  death — Autopsy :  minutes — 
Eeport  to  the  Convention — The  news  circulated  through  Paris — 
Begistration  of  decease— Burial  of  the  Danphiii— Escort^  and  funeral 


GoMiN  and  Lasne  thought  it  necessary  to  inform  the  govem- 
roent  of  the  melancholy  condition  of  their  prisoner,  and  wrote 
on  ilie  register :  "  Little  Capet  is  miweil."  No  notice  was 
taien  of  this 'account,  which  was  renewed  nest  day  in  more 
distinct  terms:  "Little  Capet  is  dangerously  ill."  Still  thero 
ivaa  on  word  from  beyond  the  walls.     "  We  must  knock  harder," 
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said  the  keepers  to  each  other,  and  they  added,  "  It  is  feared 
he  will  not  live,"  to  the  words,  "  dangerously  ill." 

At  length,  on  the  ITth  Florfel,  3rd  year  (Wednesday,  6th 
May,  1705),  three  days  after  the  first  report,  they  wore  ac- 
quainted with  a  decision  of  the  authorities,  appointing  M.  De- 
aaiilt  to  give  tlie  invalid  all  the  assistance  of  his  art,  and  he 
soon  arrived.  After  haviag  written  down  his  name  on  the 
legistet  he  wis  admitted  to  see  the  Prince  He  mad"  a  long 
and  very  attentu  e  exam  nation  of  that  unfortunate  child  asiked 
bim  many  questions  w  thout  being  able  to  ol  tain  in  answer, 
and  without  tjiving  any  opinion  as  to  his  state  befoie  the  com- 
miBsatiea  contented  himself  with  pre&cnbiug  a  decoctioi  of 
hoi  ^  ^^  ^^  taken  by  spoonfuls  every  half  hour  fiom  siv  o  clock 
in  the  moimng  till  e  ght  in  thti  e^eumj,  which  imounted  to 
half  a  bottle  a  daj 

M  Desault  did  not  pe  er\e  thp  same  s  leuce  out  of  the 
towel  he  ilil  not  disi^ise  the  fact  that  theie  had  been  too 
gteat  a  delay  iti  sending  him  to  the  cl  ild  He  consideied  him 
a&  attache  I  by  the  germ  of  the  same  scr  filous  affection  o£ 
wl  ich  ins  biothei  had  diei  at  Meudoa,  but  that  disease  had 
scarcely  Hid  its  sell  on  his  constitution  it  showed  itself  by 
no  violent  symptom  neitliei  by  olstmate  optliilmia  nor  great 
ukeis  n)i  chtonic  sw  11  n^s  of  the  j  ints  Ihe  tiue  d  sease 
of  whicli  this  child — with  his  stooping  figure  eai  thy  skin  and 
tottennggait  old  befoie  his  time — wis,  dying  was  e\hauslion ; 
marasmus,  which  had  reached  audi  a  point  as  to  leave  no  hope 
of  saving  him.  Desault  ventured  to  propose  to  the  authorities 
his  immediate  removal  to  the  country.  He  hoped  that  a 
healthy  air,  together  with  assiduous  treatment  and  constant 
care,  might  succeed  in  pi-olonging  his  life;  but,  as  may  readily 
be  supposed,  the  committees  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  this 
proposal. 

Desault  came  again  at  nine  o'clock  next  moming;  he  ex- 
amined the  patient  again,  and  made  no  change  in  the  pre- 
scription, escept  that,  in  addition  to  the  former,  he  ordered  the 
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tumours  to  be  rubbed  with  volatile  alkali.  As  he  was  about 
to  withdraw,  Gomin  aaked  him  whether  he  ought  not  to  try- 
to  make  the  child  walk  in  the  garden.  "And  how?"  said 
M.  Desault;  "every  movement  gives  him  pain.  He  cer- 
tainly do^  require  air,  hut  it  ia  couotry  air  he  needs !''  The 
friction  prescribed  was  performed  by  Lasae.  Louis-Charles 
piade  no  objection,  besides  which  he  would  not  have  been  able 
to  oppose  it;  but  it  was  much  leag  easy  to  persuade  him  to 
tate  the  potion  prescribed,  and  which  he  had  not  yet  con- 
sented to  taste.  Either  because  he  was  disgusted  with  life, 
or  because  he  was  afraid  of  poison,  he  remained  deaf  to  all 
his  keepere'  entreaties  on  the  subject.  On  the  first  day  he 
Steadily  refused  to  take  it.  It  was  in  vain  that  Gomin  several 
timea  drank  off  a  glass  of  that  potion  in  his  presence,  his  ex 
ample  proved  as  ineffectual  as  his  words,  and  he  gained  nothing 
by  it.  Next  day,  Lasne  renewed  his  solicitations.  "  Monsieur 
knows  very  well  that  I  desire  nothing  but  the  good  of  his 
health,  and  he  distresses  me  deeply  by  thus  refusing  to  take 
what  might  contribute  to  it.  I  entreat  him  as  a  favour  not  to 
give  me  tl  is  luse  of  grief."  And  as  Lasne,  while  speaking, 
be„i  to  fa  fe  the  potion  in  a  glass,  the  child  took  what 
he  oflerel  !  m  out  of  his  hands,  "You  have,  then,  taken 
an  oatl  tl  at  I  should  drink  it,"  said  ho  firmly ;  "  well,  give 
it  ue  I  1  /I  drink  it."  From  that  moment  be  eonfoi-med 
w  tl    loc  1  ty  to  whatever  was  required  of  lilm. 

Foreign  invasion  had  been  repelled  by  the  victorious  hand 
of  the  Eepublic,  and  the  wonderful  success  of  the  armies  had 
driven  back  the  foe  far  beyond  our  frontior.  But  though  the 
death  of  Eobespierre  had  put  an  end  to  the  Eeign  of  Terror, 
revolutionaty  agitation  still  continued.  slumbers  of  the 

Directory  were  disturbed  by  La  Veiide'e:  several  moderate 
members  of  the  Convention,  whose  hands  were  innocent  of  the 
blood  of  Louis  XVII,,  were  employed  in  carrying  on  a  negocia- 
tion  with  the  heads  of  the  Catholic  and  royal  army.  Charette, 
s  had  entirely  failed  him,  and  who  was  destitute 
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of  the  most  necessary  military  atores,  eagerly  closed  with  the 
overtures  made  to  him  by  the  committees  of  the  Convention; 
and  an  armistice  waa  concluded,  the  published  articles  of 
which  were — that  the  Vendfiana  should  be  allowed  the  free 
exercise  of  the  Catholic  religion;  that  the  sequestrationg 
iciposed  on  the  estates  of  the  insurgents  should  be  tahen  off; 
and  that  the  Eepublioau  government  should  re-imburse  notes  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  of  francs,  mostly  bearing  the  head 
of  Louis  XVII.,  which  had  been  signed  and  cireulated  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  royal  army. 

It  was  even  asserted  that  some  aeci-et  clauses  had  reference 
to  the  young  King's  being  given  up  to  the  armies  of  Bretagne 
and  La  Vendee,  and  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  CatJiolio 
religion  throughout  France.  It  may  be  imagined  how  warmly 
these  proposilions  were  contested  in  the  committees.  The 
cry  of  a  counter-revolution  wss  raised  on  all  sides.  The  in- 
surrection of  the  1st  Prairial,  9rd  year  (20th  May,  1795),  was 
organised,  and  armed  rioters  foreed  their  way  to  the  verj-  heart 
of  the  Convention,  demanding  "  Bread,  and  the  Constitution  of 
J  793."  Under  a  veil  of  moderation,  the  faction  which  had 
crushed  Robespierre  preserved  the  same  jealous  ambition,  the 
same  dark  despotism.  Being  better  acquainted  with  the  real 
situation  of  the  Chouans  and  Vehddans,  they  did  not  enter 
into  any  engagement  to  give  up  the  heir  to  the  crown  into 
their  hands,  and  had  no  serious  connection  whatever,  not- 
withstanding all  that  was  said,  with  Baron  de  Cormatin,  miyor- 
general  in  the  Catholic  royal  army  of  Britany,  who  was  directed 
to  go  to  Paris  for  the  pui-pose  of  trying  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  children  of  Louis  XVI  Yet  further  in  order  to  occupy 
men's  minds,  and  to  mal  e  a  diversicn  fiom  those  hopes  whith 
already  followed  the  phantom  of  roviltj  m  the  west  this 
sovereign  faction  inventel  and  hid  leppated  by  the  pen  of 
Mercier,  and  by  that  of  several  other  jouimlists  and  dep  ities, 
the  report  of  the  approacbn  g  nom  natnn  of  the  Daupbm  to 
the  throne  of  Poland.     This  report,  given  to  the  public  with  a 
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Vendee,  thea  to  Poland,  weie  the  geneial  salject  of  conyersa- 
tion.  Being  daily  brought  to  the  Temple  hy  the  civic  commis- 
saries and  the  national  guard  on  duty,  they  gave  rise  to  most 
extraordinary  interpretations  and  diversities  of  opinion,  among 
which  was  that  of  tie  royal  orphan's  esoaping  from  the  Temple. 
One  day  the  commandant  of  the  post  asked  to  see  little  Capet. 
"The  National  Guard  piBtects  the  Temple,"  said  he,  "and  I 
miah  to  see  whom  it  is  we  are  guarding."  Lasne,  Gomin,  and 
the  commissaxy  did  not  know  what  private  interest  might  he 
concealed  under  these  words  of  the  ofBcer,  and  did  not  comply 
with  his  demand,  as  they  had  no  orders  for  doing  so. 

Another  time  (6th  Prairial,  3rd  year;  Monday,  SBth  May, 
17fi5),  Huyot,  a  shipwright,  the  commissary  on  duty,  said,  as 
be  entered  the  tower,  "I  am  come  to  pay  my  court  to  the  King 
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of  Poland."  The  austere  countenance  of  Lasna  relaxed  at 
the  ironical  tone  of  this  singular  courtier.  "  If  be  is  King  of 
Poland,"  said  he,  "  I  do  not  understand  why  the  Vendeans  are 
fightiBg."  "  It  is  but  too  well  understood,  citizens,"  replied 
the  commissary;  "their  cause  is  that  of  their  hearths  and  of 
their  altars,  of  their  country  and  of  their  God ! — hut  it  is  an 
anti-constitutional,  anti-republican  cause;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  make  any  treaty  nith  them." 

Yet  all  the  while  he  waa  represented  as  the  living  standard 
of  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  while  throughout  the  provinces 
feme  had  raised  him  to  the  throne  of  Louis  XIV.,  or  banished 
him  to  bear  the  sceptre  of  Sobieaki, — the  young  descendant  of 
the  kings  of  France  was  doomed  to  misery  and  suffering  on 
the  pallet  of  a  prison. 

The  progress  of  the  disease  was  shown  by  very  alarming 
symptoms,  his  weakness  was  excessive,  his  keepers  could 
scarcely  drag  him  to  the  top  of  the  tower,  the  walking  hurt 
his  tender  feet,  and  at  every  step  he  stopped  to  press  the  arm 
of  Lasne  vrith  both  hands  upon  his  breast,  as  if  he  felt  hia 
heart  ainldng  within  him. 

At  last  he  suffered  so  much  that  it  was  no  longer  possible 
for  him  to  walk,  and  his  keeper  carried  him  about,  sometimes 
on  the  platform,  and  sometimes  in  the  little  tower  adjoining 
the  large  one,  wjiere  the  royal  family  had  lived  at  first.  But 
the  slight  improvement  to  his  health  occasioned  by  the  change 
of  air  scarcely  compensated  for  the  pain  which  his  fatigue  gave 
him. 

On  the  battlement  of  the  platform  nearest  the  left  turret, 
the  rain  had,  by  perseverance  through  ages,  hollowed  out  a  kind 
of  basin.  The  water  that  fell  remained  there  for  several  days ; 
and  as,  during  the  spring  of  1795,  storms  were  of  frequent 
occurrence,  this  little  sheet  of  water  was  kept  constantly  sup- 
plied. Whenever  the  ehOd  was  brought  out  upon  the  platform 
he  saw  a  little  troop  of  sparrows,  which  used  to  come  to  drink 
and  bathe  in  this  reservoir.     At  flrat  they  flew  away  at  his 
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approacli,  but,  from  being  accustomed  to  see  him  walliing 
quietly  there  every  day,  they  had  at  last  grown  more  familiar, 
and  did  not  spread  their  wings  for  flight  till  he  came  up  quite 
close  to  tliem,.  They  were  always  the  same,  he  knew  them  by 
sight,  and  perhaps  like  himself  they  were  inhabitants  of 
that  ancient  pile.  He  called  thera  kk  birds ;  and  his  Srst 
actioa,  when  the  door  into  the  terrace  was  opened,  was  to  look 
tflwards  tliat  side, — and  the  sparrows  were  always  there.  As 
the  Prince  passed  they  rose  in  the  air  for  an  instant,  wheeled 
about,  and  alighted  again  as  soon  as  he  was  gone  by.  The 
child,  leaning  heavily  on  his  keeper's  left  arm,  or  rather 
hanging  upon  it,  with  his  back  against  the  wall,  would  remain 
motionless  a  long  time  together,  looking  at  his  birds.  He  saw 
them  come  and  go,  dip  their  beaks  in  the  water,  then  their 
breasts,  and  then  their  wings,  and  then  shake  their  plumage 
dry;  and  the  poor  little  invalid  pressed  the  arm.  of  his  guide 
with  a  gesture  that  seemed  to  say — "  Alas !  I  cannot  do  as 
much !  "  Then  he  would  like  to  see  them  nearer,  aud,  still  with 
the  help  of  his  guide,  would  advance  a  few  paces  closer,  then  a, 
few  more,  till  at  last  he  came  so  close  tiiat,  by'fetretchiug  out 
his  arm,  he  could  have  touched  them.  This  was  his  greatest 
amusement.  From  this  platform,  enclosed  between  the  battle- 
ments and  the  roof  of  the  great  tower,  he  could  see  nothing 
but  the  sky,  and  we  can  easily  understand  that  he  could  not 
be  indifferent  to  these  little  creatures;  he  delighted  so  much 
in  their  chirping,  and  he  must  have  envied  (hem  their  wings 
so  heartily  i 

As  her  brother's  state  grew  more  and  more  alarming,  the 
affection  of  Madame  Eoyale  for  him  increased.  One  might 
have  said  that  she  guessed  his  danger.  She  was  continually 
questioning  the  keepers  and  commissaries,  without  being  able 
to  obtain  anything  from  them  but  vague  words,  which,  though 
intended  to  re-assure  her,  only  alarmed  her  the  more.  Her 
entreaties  to  sec  her  brother,  and  to  be  allowed  to  nurse  him, 
were  always  refused. 
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On  hearing  of  the  ci  tied  state  of  thti  Dauphin  M  Hue, 
in  person,  earnestly  entietted  thp  committee  d  general  safety 
for  permission  to  shut  himself  up  m  thi,  tower  Viith  the  child 
of  his  old  master;  but  this  geotlenian,  who  hod  had  the  glory 
of  being  mentioned  by  name  in  the  rojal  will  was  not  able  to 
obtain  the  comfort  of  closing  the  ejes  of  the  martyrs  eon. 
His  request  was  denied  on  pretpuce  that  his  attendance  would 
be  useless,  as  M.  Desault  >i&ited  the  child  daily  and  the  com- 
missaries never  left  him 

Alas !  M.  Desault  — who  bad  desired  a  bttle  chtiige  of  air 
for  him,  without  being  able  to  g^in  hi',  point, — wh^t  tould  he 
do  for  his  patient?  "What  could  the  commisaariea  do?— tlie  best 
iutentioned  of  whom,— only  serving  one  day,  and  being  besides 
condemned  to  follow  the  instractiona  of  the  committees, — were 
not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  authorise  any  measure  of 
permanent  benefit?  I  say  nothing  of  the  keepera— they  were 
worthy  men,  certainly, — but  their  good-will  and  compassionate 
zeal  were  trammelled  at  every  st«p  by  the  fear  of  becoming 
suspected  and  thrown  into  prison.  Though  the  members  of 
tlie  committee  of  general  safety  were  changed  every  month, 
they  never  departed  from  the  rules  laid  down  by  their 
predecessors,  and  adopted  the  system  which  Mathiea  had 
announced  to  the  tribune  of  the  Convention,  "to  remain 
averse  to  all  ideas  of  bettering  the  captivity  of  the  chUdren 
of  Capet." 

Meantime  the  bare  prescriptions  ordered  by  M.  JDesault,  to 
acquit  his  conscience  of  his  duty,  had  beea  followed  for  a  whole 
fortnight  without  producing  much  improvement;  often  the 
rubbing  had  more  effect  on  the  keeper's  skin  than  on  that  of 
the  invalid.  Still  a  moral  improvement  was  taldng  place 
in  the  mind  of  the  royal  child.  He  was  touched  by  the 
lively  interest  displayed  by  his  physician,  who  never  failed 
to  visit  him  at  nine  o'clock  every  morning.  He  seemed 
pleased  with  the  attention  he  paid  him,  and  ended  by  placing 
entire   coiifidence  in  him.     Gratitude  loc^ened  his  tongue; 
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btttfJity  and  iusult  lu<l  failel  to  extoit  a  muimui  lutluiid 
tiP^trabnt  restoicd  his  speti-h  he  hal  no  woids  foi  anger  but 
he  fuund  them  to  evpreos  his  thai  Ks  M  Desiult  piolonged 
h  b  \isit  as  much  as  \\as  consistent  with  his  other  business  — 
01  luther  as  long  as  the  ofiiceia  of  the  mumcipahty  would 
permit  When  thej  announced  the  clost,  of  the  ^wit  tho 
child  imftilling  to  lej,  them  to  allow  a  1  o^er  time  held 
badt  M  Desault  by  the  skiit  of  hia  coit  The  secret  aym 
pathy  that  bound  the  dd  phjsicuii  and  the  young  mvahd 
tigethei  betiayed  itself  almost  involuntaiily  the  latter 
slowed  it  plainly  enough  in  his  look  his  gestuie  his  obe 
diencfi  tlie  formei  in  his  caie  his  attPntion^  even  in  his 
anxiety  The  prmoner  doultless  thought  of  his  jhjsicnn  as 
1  3  ptsener  — the  ph\3ician  of  the  pnsoner  as  one  doomed 
t  lie  Tnice  whea  he  had  left  the  Temjli'  the  ^ood  and 
kind-hearted  Desault  was  obliged  to  retire  to  hia  own  house,  so 
much  was  he  hurt  by  the  affecting  sight  of  that  deserted  child, 
whom  he  could  not  tend,  whom  he  could  not  cure,  and  yet 
who  seemed,  as  it  were,  crying  to  Mm  for  help !  The  child 
appealed  to  Mm  by  his  affection — the  invalid  attracted  him  by 
his  suffering — and  Uie  old  man,  the  physician,  had  only  teara 
to  offer  in  reply ! 

On  the  iOth  Prairial  (39th  May),  M.  Desault  came  as 
usual  at  nine  o'clock ;  tlie  invalid's  condition  remained  the 
same,  and  no  change  was  ordered  in  the  treatment. 

Ou  the  11th  Pi-airial  (30th  May),  acommissary  on  duty, 
named  Bi-euillard,  who  kuew  M.  Desault,  said  to  him,  as  he 
wunt  dowQ  stairs  after  the  visit :  "  The  child  will  die,  won't 
Le?"  "I  fear  so;  but  there  may  be  pei-soiia  in  the  world 
who  hope  it,"  replied  M.  Desault,  These  were  the  last  words 
tlie  physician  ever  uttered  in  the  Temple  tower;  and,  though 
he  spoke  m  a  low  tone,  they  were  heai-d  by  Gomin,  who  was 
following  Breuillai-d. 

On  the  12  Prairial  (3ist  May),  the  commissary  on  duty, 
when  he  came   at  nine  o'clock,  said   he  would  wait  for  the 


...Google 


310  LOUIS    THE    SEVENTEENTH.  LWOK  17. 

'        '      —~~~         "~~    Thepuvlrail.  ""^      —       —  - 

phy        D    n  th      I  Id's  room,  and  was  admitted  into  it  ao- 

d  gly  Tl  mmjaaary  was  M.  Bellanger,  an  artist,  and 
f  m  ly  cal  n  t  a  Uat  to  Motiskur,  residing  at  No.  21  Fau- 
b  P        n     e      He  was  a  worthy  man,  and  tbe  misfor- 

t  f  h     b  n  ta  tors  had  not— in  those  dark  times,  Alas  ! 

aln     t  a  pt      ! — destroyed  the  truthful  devotion  of  his 

h  t  M  D  a  It  did  not  arrive.  M.  Bellanger,  who  had 
L  o  ht  a  1  tf  1  full  of  his  sketches  with  him,  asked  the 
p  f  h    1 1   d  drawing,  and  then,  without  waiting  for  an 

an  w  hi  d  d  did  not  come,  the  artist  opened  his  port- 
f  1  anl  p  d  t  before  the  chiH  a  eyes  At  first  Letuined 
0       tlep  ui    lesUj   then  he  acemed  inteiooted  stopping 

a  1     ^  t  ea  h  sheet,  and  when  he  got  to  the  end  he 

began  it  a'-iin 

This  appealed  to  mitigate  his  aufienngs  and  to  divert 
his  mmd  m  some  degree  fiom  the  grief  occisioned  ly  the 
aljseni.e  of  his  physician  The  artist  often  had  to  giye  him 
explanations  of  the  difterent  suhjects  m  his  collection  at 
first  the  child  had  remained  silent  but  by  degrees  he  littened 
with  moie  attention  to  M  Bel]anf,ei,  and  ended  at  last  by 
even  answering  his  questions  As  he  took  the  book  a^am 
from  his  hinds  M  Bellinger  aaid  to  him  1  should  leiy 
much  ha\e  liked  Sii  to  Liiry  another  sketcli  ^way  with 
me  lut  I  do  not  wish  to  do  so  if  it  le  displeasing  to  yon  ' 
"  W  hat  si  Ltch  '  said  the  Dai  pSun  A  sketch  of  j  oui  lace 
it  would  be  1  great  pleasuie  to  me  if  it  did  not  tioablo  jou 
"  Would  It  be  a  pleasure  to  you "  said  the  child  and  a  most 
winning  smile  csmpleted  the  sentence  with  the  mute  acquies 
cence  he  ga\e  to  the  aitists  wish 

M  Bnilangei  took  a  sketch  in  penul  of  the  child  Kings 
prohle  and  it  was  fiom  tins  piotile  that  M  Beiumcnt, 
sculptor  a  few  davs  aftemarls  and  twenty  yeais  later  the 
royal  poicclam  manufactoij  at  Sevres  executed  the  busts  of 
Louis  X"\  II 

Un  the  Idth  Pianial  (1st  June)  M,  Desiulc  agam  failed 
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to  come.  The  keepers  wondered  at  his  absence,  and  the  poor 
little  invalid  was  much  distressed  at  it. 

The  commissary  on  duty  (M.  Benoiat,  No.  4  Fanhonrg 
Denis),  suggested  that  it  would  be  proper  to  send  to  the  phy- 
sician's house,  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  cause  of  so  long  aa 
absence.  Gomin  and  Lasne  had  not  yet  ventured  to  follow  this 
advice,  when,  nest  day,  M.  Beuoist  was  relieved  by  M.  Bidault 
(17  Rue  da  Bondi),  who,  heai'ing  M.  Desault's  name  mentioned 
as  he  came  in,  immediately  said :  "  You  must  not  expect  to  see 
him  any  more ;  he  died  yesterday,* 

♦  Thfl  "Monilenr"  of  the  BBth  Prairinl,  3rd  year  (4lli  Jrnio,  1705), 
devoted  to  him  tlie  following  neurological  article : 

"  Fi'ance  and  all  Earope  have  juat  lost  citizen  Desiuilt,  medical  oDicer, 
and  head  of  the  Hospice  de  I'Humanit^  who  bus  the  ficst  iu  fhe  practica], 
as  ill  the  instraetive  branches  of  the  art  he  professed.  His  norae  has 
long  been  eelebraied  in  all  coantries  nliere  sui^erj  is  held  in  honour,  and 
it  will  not  be  forgotten. 

"His  country  is  indebted  to  hini  ftir  immense  works  and  numeroiiB 
pupils.  At  this  moment  the  republic  has  not  an  army  of  nhich  the  most 
ekilfiil  medical  officers  »ere  not  pnpila  of  Desault. 

"  Such  was  tlie  superiority  of  this  great  surgeon  that  posterity — which 
has  begun,  AUs !  too  scon  for  him ! — will  certainly  call  him  a  great  num. 

"DesauU  was  an  excellent  citizen;  he  had  been  xwrseotited  by  our 
former  tjranls,  and  his  death  nas  caused  by  their  last  accomplicea.  The 
day  of  tJie  lat  Prairial  deterrauied  the  desperate  crisis  which  brought  him 
to  the  grave  at  tlie  age  of  iO,' 

"Tlte  following  lines  weva  inscribed  at  the  foot  of  his  busl^  bjonoof 
his  friends,  at  the  rery  moment  of  his  interment : 

"  Portes  da  temple  de  M6moire, 
Ouvrez-vousl  II  I'a  merits 
II  v^cut  assez  pour  sa  gloire, 
£t  trop  pen  pour  rhnmonitg."^ 

1  In  order  to  understand  this  Bllusion  to  the  pcisetutiona  safiered  by  DBsanlt, 
we  must  noiice  that,  or  Chautnette's  accosalion,  Ibis  illaEtiious  physicinn  liad  been 
au-esled  on  Ihe  HSih  May,  17S3,    At  Ilia  end  of  Qaee  days  be  was  set  at  iibetty, 

smee  hia  detenaoa  asMlled  melaneholj-  had  fiimk  upon  him,  which  increased  nidi 
thccalamidcsDflhaKflioliitJon.  During  Ihe  night  of  Uie29lh  Maybe  was  attached 
by  on  stauc  fever,  nbicli  earned  him  off  ou  the  lEt  Juac,  nSS,  at  the  age  of 
barely  01  years. 

»"  Oh,  open  Memory's  sacred  leniple-gale 
To  Mm  whose  vinuea  highest  honours  nlaim  [ 
WhUe  dl  latnenl  and  mouin  his  early  fale, 
Short  though  bis  life— he  Uved  eoougli  for  fame  I' 
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This  almost  sudden  death,  occurring  under  sudi  ciroum- 
Btances,  opened  a  vast  field  for  conjecture  ■  one  report — which 
must  seem  surirang  from  ts  a  dac  j  o  o  sjeai.  more 
correctly,  from    ts      fern  us  e —  as  as  f  1  ow      persona 

ventured  to  say   1  at      M   De  ault   ai  er  1  adn       tered 

a  slow  poiso     to  his  pa  e       hal  beea  hunae  f  po  so  ed  by 
those  who  had  u  t  t^a    d  the      me 

The  whole  life  of  M.  Desault,  noble  as  it  was,  defends  him 
sufficiently  from  such  a  calumny ;  but,  were  it  necessary  to  add 
material  proof  to  the  guarantee  of  his  virtue,  I  should  say  that 
the  mere  existence  of  Lasiie  and  Gomia  protests  strongly 
against  so  odious  a  falsehood  ;  for  I  affirm  that  1  have  heard 
fi-om  their  own  lips,  that  the  Prince  took  nothing  tliat  was  not 
tasted  by  either  one  or  the  otber,  previous  to  its  being  given  to 
him.  Other  imaginative  pei-sona  have  not  scrupled  to  assert 
that  M.  Desault  had  not  recognised  the  graceful,  healthy 
child-  whom  he  had  often  admired  in  better  times  and  in  ano- 
ther abode — in  the  poor  little  riuketty  invalid  of  the  Temple, 
and  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  his  having  expressed  his 
intention  of  acquainting  government  with  the  imposture  that 
the  physician  was  poisoned.  This  supposition  is  about  as 
con-ect  as  the  former.  M.  Desault,  who  had  attended  the 
royal  children  of  France  in  former  times,  never  doubted  that 
his  youBg  patient  was  the  Dauphin.  Not  only  did  he  recog- 
nise him  at  once  by  his  countenance,  but  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  him  to  attend  him  a  whole  week  without  becom 
ing  perfectly  convinced  of  his  identity. 

People  are  safe  in  romancing  about  the  dead  Aftei  1  a  ng 
interpreted  the  death  of  M.  Desault  as  best  agreed  w  th  then 
particular  interests,  they  sought  to  strengthen  the  fiame\sojk 
of  their  invention's  by  supporting  it  with  the  sudi  n  death  of 
M.  Choppart,  who,  as  they  said,  succeeded  M.  Desault  in  the 
care  of  tlie  royal  prisoner.  Well,  then,  we  reply  that  M.  Chop- 
part  never  made  his  appearance  at  the  Temple  tower  at  all; 
and  that  the  drugs  were  not  prepared  in  his  house,  but  at 
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M.  Rotert'a,  and  afterwarJa  at  M,  Baecoffe's,  apothecary,  who 
lived  nearly  opposite  the  Temple. 

There  was  no  note  found  among  M.  Desault'a  papers 
respecting  his  visits  to  the  Prince.  From  the  Slat  Maj,  the 
day  before  hia  death,  till  the  5th  June,  no  relief  from  beyond 
the  walls  reached  the  prisoner,  and  we  have  seen  what  assist- 
ance he  could  have  from  within.  Hig  poor  keepers  could  offer 
him  nothing  but  their  pity,  and  that  checked  by  the  constant 
eupei-visioa  of  a  commissary,  who  wag  almost  always  either 
timid  or  positively  unfavourable. 

At  last,  on  the  17th  Prairial,  3rd  year  (Friday,  5th  June, 
1795),  M.  Pelletan,  head  surgeon  of  the  Giund  Hoapico  de 
I'Hnmanite,  was  desired  by  the  committee  of  general  safety  to 
continue  the  medical  tie-itment  of  Capet's  son 

M.  Pelletan  repa  led  to  the  towei  at  5  o  clotk  p  m 

"  I  found  the  child  says  he  lu  ao  diaties3mg  i  tonditi  n 
that  I  earnestly  enheated  to  be  alloived  tne  co  opt  ration  of 
another  member  of  the  pufes'ion  who  might  ea^e  me  of  a 
burthen  that  I  did  not  hke  to  ben  ilone   * 

All  the  resouioes  of  science  all  the  sedulonanesa  of  cum 
passion  every  instinct  of  pty  hal  1  em  thwartel  bi.foiehuid 
by  systematic  calculation  ani  the  door  was  only  opened  to 
physicians  when  the  disease  was  past  remedy. 

The  poor  child  bowed  his  drooping  head  like  a  young  plant 
deprived  of  air,  and  whose  tender  root  ia  being  gnawed  away 
by  an  unseen  but  mortal  foe,  StiU  the  escesa  of  hia  misery 
had  not  exhausted  hia  resignation.  There  was  no  sign  of 
resentment  in  his  sunken  eye,  or  on  hia  waated  cheek;  he 
suffered  without  a  murmur,  he  pined  away  without  complain- 
ing: the  plant  was  dying  on  its  stem,  but,  though  its  brilliant 
hues  were  gone,  it  still  retained  its  grateful  perfume. 

Amid  the  agonising  tortures  of  the  disease,  which  troubled 
hia  souses,  which  fettered  and  racked  hia  linibs,  he  often 

•  LcUor  of  11.  Pullctan  to  M.  l'uiija.:f;;ii,  May,  1SI7. 
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raised  liis  eyes  to  Heaven,  ss  if  he  would  saj ;  "  Tiiy  will.  Oh 
Lord  be  done '" 

I    m      t    tt  mpt       t    f        th    t  1   t     f  a  f     t 
1       11        1  d      Ik        I  t  too      111   w     m 

aa         t    t         y         d    tl  d  th  t   t  t      th    t 

eaa  n  th  t  tl  II         1  th       fh      f  m       b       t!        m 

fm       d        mdftl         mmtal      B      thd 
f   m  th        d       y  -ul     1  ts    n  th  t  b  ttl    b  t      n 

If        1  d    tl     th  t     t      gl       1    h        1  lid  mp  11  1 

m     fu  t  t    t  I  f      y  U8  th  t  t  t    1 

tw    y        t    d  y    p  tl        11  p  mg     f  bf    t        p   1     1    t 
nti    t  fil  i    ty     oc    d  d      Of    11  tl     d      df  1      tn 

tdlythg  f         Itaiymkd  dbl 

th  tlwtPbpnw  Ijanmtat  f 

C  11    th    C  p    d  tl     L        P    1    m    t         1 

th         ff  Id    f  L  \VI     t    d     b     d    th  t    f  tl     1     I 

BtL       th      mlti  htv      d     Kid  JIT 

E  ^1     1         te  t  d  hm    If      tl     m  ti        g  tl       1  H  f 

111    ly  t  re      Wl    t     d   ta        th  h  t  tl 

det  in  the  Tower  of  London  and  the  tiagedy  of  the  lumple 
tower ! 

How  simple  and  common  a  thing  the  assassination  of  the 
sons  of  Edward  was,  whfin  compared  with  the  slow  torments  of 
tlieson  of  Louis  XVI  '  and  when  we  think  of  Simon  Tjirel 
seems  worthy  of  regret ' 

The  ph^&ician — sent  foi  forms  sake  to  attend  the  djing 
child  as  aa  ad\  Dcate  it,  given  by  law  to  a  crimmil  conde  uned 
beforehand — yentuied  notwithstandmg  to  act  witli  as  m  ich 
zeal  m  fivoui  of  the  descendant  of  kings  as  he  would  ha^e 
shown  to  the  lowest  eon  of  the  people  He  e\en  went  ?o  far 
as  to  bhme  the  oflicers  of  the  municipility  foi  not  hivmg 
removed  the  Hind  which  obstructed  the  1 1,1 1  an]  tie 
numeious  lolts  the  noise  of  which  nevei  failel  to  i  mii  1 
the  victim  both  of  his  uuhappy  oiphan  conditioa  and  his  iate 
as  a  captive.  That  sound,  which  always  caused  him  an  mvolun- 
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tary  shudder,  etill  disturbed  him  in  the  last  mournful  scene  of 
his  unpamlleled  tortures.  M.  Pelletan  said  authoritatively  to 
M.  Thory,  the  municipal  on  duty  :  "  If  you  will  not  taie  these 
holts  and  casing3  away  at  ocee,  at  least  you  can  make  no 
objection  to  our  carrying  the  child  into  another  room,  for  I 
e  sent  here  to  take  charge  of  him."  The  Prince 
g  disturbed  by  these  words,  spoken  as  they  were  with  great 
,  made  a  sign  to  the  physician  to  come  nearer. 
" Speak  lower,  I  beg  of  you,"  said  he  ;  "I  am  afraid  they  will 
heii  you  upstairs  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  for  them  to  know 
thit  I  am  lit  as  it  \\ould  gi\e  them  much  uneasiness."  The 
commissarj  either  because  he  was  himself  disposed  to  make  thia 
ccnceSBion  oi  because  he  nas  induced  to  do  so  by  the  influence 
of  a  generous  ^oice  yielded  nithout  making  any  opposition  to 
the  jhjsiLians  demand  and  all  prepared  to  remove  the  prisoner 
11  to  the  rcom  m  the  little  tower  which  had  formerly  served 
a-,  a  sitting  loom  for  M  Diithelemy.  The  child  looked  on, 
wl  lie  tlie  neceasarv  anan^ements  for  this  removal  were  being 
made  nith  a  mingled  expression  of  distrust  and  satisfaction. 
He  was  earned  into  the  room  in  Gomin's  arms,  the  child's 
hand  le'Jting  on  Ins  shoulder  The  poor  little  boy  suffered  a 
git  ■it  deal  duting  theiem<val  and  at  first  there  was  nothing  to 
comp  nsate  him  foi  this  increase  of  pain,  for  hts  eyes  were 
merely  sensible  of  a  radiant  light,  the  very  brightness  of 
^hich  pie\entcd  his  seeing  anything  distinctly;  all  objects 
aiound  him  wpie  mingled  together  in  a  confused  mass.  But  a 
moment  afteiwaids  he  was  v^cll  rewarded  for  this  passing 
agsiavation  of  his  suffeiings  he  found  himself  in  an  airy  room, 
Vith  a  large  window  free  trim  bars  and  obstructions,*  and  deco- 
rated with  large  Vrhite  curtains,  through  which  the  sky  and  the 

■  Thepdie  of  the  Temple  tower  was  entirely  isolated ;  but  on  that  side 
which  was  called  the  litile  tower  side  tlie  windows  looked  out  on  the  oourt- 
jarda  and  the  ohnpel.  In  one  of  these  eourt-janlB  was  a  guard,  oalicil  the 
ctiapel  guard,  which  was  !ippt  up  dui'ing  the  son's  impviisuuiatat  aa  it  hud 
been  during  that  of  his  fall]er. 
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sun  could  be  seen, — the  sky  and  the  sun  I  the  bright  rays  of 
a  pure  sun  coming  in  at  the  open  window ! — what  a  sight  for  a 
child  so  long  buried  in  a  dungeon  I 

By  degrees  the  fresh  air  blew  upon  his  burning  head  and 
reached  his  labouring  breast;  tbe  expression  of  his  countenance 
changed  :  distrust  left  his  fece,  now  lighted  «p  by  a  ray  of  life. 
He  opened  his  eyes  wide,  to  look  about  his  new  abode;  and 
then,  a  moment  after,  he  turned  them  on  Gomin  with  a  look 
full  of  gratitude  and  affection.  To  know  how  sweet  it  ia  to 
live,  one  must  first  have  languished  almost  dead  with  misery 
for  two  whole  years ! 

M,  Pelletan  had.  made  no  change  in  the  treatment  pre- 
scribed by  M,  Desault,  and  which  was  simply  a  decoction  of 
hops,  and  friction ;  all  that  he  had  been  able  to  effect  was  to 
obtain  a  little  air  for  his  patient,  and  a  little  light  for  his 
almost  sightless  eyes.  Nothing  more  could  be  gained  for  him 
from  human  a^t,  and  he  could  give  him  but  a  I'ay  of  sunlight 
as  his  last  boon  on  earth  1 

And  yet,  was  this  comfort  really  a  boon  ?  "With  air  and 
light  came  back  a  httle  life,  and  vith  life  came  the  power  of 
thought ;  of  thought,  which  must  have  lecalled  his  sharpest 
Bufferings  and  the  most  cruel  tniths ,  thought,  bringing  back 
BO  many  recollections,  and  so  many  fears  1 

From  eight  o'clock  at  night  till  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  child  remained  as  usual  alone,  according  to  the  rules  laid 

On  the  6th  June,  Lasne,  went  up  into  his  room  tirst; 
he  rubbed  his  right  knee  and  his  left  wrist,  and  gave 
him  a  spoonful  of  mistuie  without  his  making  any  oppo- 
sition. Seeing  him  so  well  disposed,  and  believing  him  to  be 
really  better,  Lasne  took  him  up  At  eight  o'clock  Pelletan 
arrived  ;  he  felt  his  pulse  e\aLnined  his  tumours,  and  made  ao 
alteration  in  the  i  lesciiption  he  merely  said  to  the  child : 
"  Are  you  glad  to  bo  m  this  loom  ^ '  "  Oh,  yes  !  very  glad  !" 
replied  the  Dauphin,  in  a  weak  voice,  with  a  sad  but  sweet  smile, 
that  went  to  tlie  hearts  of  those  to  whom  he  was  spcnkidg. 
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At  about  two  o'clock  Gomin  came  up  with  the  dinner,  and, 
with  liim,  tbe  new  civio  commissary,  named  Ilebert.  The 
child,  propped  up  by  hia  bolster,  took  a  little  soup,  and  then, 
as  if  wearied  by  the  exertion,  lay  down  again,  after  puttiog  a 
few  cherries  on  his  bed,  which  from  time  to  time  hia  feeble 
hand  sought  for  and  conveyed  to  his  lips.  Citizen  H&ert 
(he  was  not  unworthy  of  his  name),  addressing  himself  to 
Gomin  said :  "  Ah,  but  citizen,  you  must  show  me  your  order 
for  moving  the  wolf-cub."  "We  have  no  written  order," 
replied  the  guardian ;  "  but  the  physician,  whom  you  will  see 
to-morrow  morning,  will  tell  you  we  only  acted  in  obedience  to 
hia  orders."  "  And  how  long,"  returned  Hcbert,  in  a  loud 
voice,  "  have  the  students  in  surgery  governed  the  republic  ? 
You  must  ask  for  aa  order  from  the  committee ;  do  you  under- 
stand rae  ?"  On  hearing  this  rough  menace,  the  child  let  fall 
his  cherries,  and  withdrew  his  debile  hand  slowly  beneath  the 
bed-clothes.  The  happiness  of  having  a  well-lighted  room 
and  a  little  fresh  air  was  too  great  to  be  unmingled  with 


Night  came  again, — sad,  silent  night  1  in  which  the  timid, 
dying  hoy  was  left  a  prey  to  his  miserable  thoughts  and  solitary 
sufferings.  Who  can  tell  how  much  he  endured  through  that 
long  night,  while  eager  hands  and  hateful  tongues  seemed 
contending  with  him  for  the  very  couch  on  which  the  light  of 
life  was  waning  fast  away  ? 

Nest  day  M,  Pelletan  learned  tliat  the  government  had 
acceded  to  his  request  for  a  colleague  in  the  sad  charge  that 
Lad  been  intrusted  to  him.  M.  Dumangin,  head  physician  of 
the  Hopital  de  TUnite,  niade  his  appearance  at  his  house  on 
the  movning  of  the  lOth  Prairial  (Sunday,  7th  June),  with  the 
official  dispatch  sent  him  by  the  committee  of  public  safety. 
They  repaired  together  immediately  to  the  tower. 

On  their  arrival  there  they  heard  that  the  child,  whose 
weakness  was  excessive,  had  had  a  fainting  fit  (after  the 
friction,  and  the  usual  potion),  which  had  occasioned  fears  ta 
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be  entertained  that  his  end  wag  approaching.  He  was  a  little 
recovered,  however,  wJien  the  physicians  went  up  at  about  nine 
o'cloclt,  accompanied  by  Hubert,  who  stood  silent,  and  seemed 
embarrassed  during  the  viait.  Unable  to  contend,  with  an 
ever-increasing  exhaustion,  they  perceived  there  was  no  longer 
any  hope  of  reviving  an  existence  worn  out  by  so  much  suf- 
fering, and  that,  henceforward,  all  that  their  art  could  effect 
would  be  to  soften  the  last  stage  of  this  lamentable  disease. 
They  expressed  great  astonishment  at  the  solitary  state  in 
which  the  child  was  left  during  the  night  and  part  of  the  day, 
and,  as  the  keepers  returned  for  answer  that  they  were  only 
following  the  rules  which  had  been  rigorously  laid  down,  the 
physicians  strongly  insisted  in  their  bulletin  on  the  necessity 
of  giving  poor  little  Capet  a  nurse.*  The  committee  of 
general  safety  made  a  decree  next  day  to  authorise  the  phy- 
sicians to  place  some  woman,  whom  they  were  themselves  to 
select,  in  attendance  on  the  child's  sickbed.f  This  permission 
came  very  late — so  late  that  the  very  same  day  the  committee 
of  general  security  had  to  make  another  decree,  which,  we 
shall  sec,  annulled  the  first,  then,  Alas  !  of  no  avail !  j; 

The  physicians  allowed  the  child,  whose  throat  was  on 
fire,  a  glass  of  sugar-and-water,  if  he  asked  again  for  drink, 
and  withdrew  with  a  feeling  of  melancholy  impotence.  M. 
Pelletan's  opinion  was,  that  the  young  Prince  would  not  live 
over  the  next  day;  M.  Dumangiu  thought  the  closing  scene 
not  quite  so  near. 

It  was  agreed  between  them  that  M.  Pelletan  should  visit 
tlie  child  again  at  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  M. 
Dumangin  at  eleven. 

Hai'dly  had  the  physicians  crossed  the  threshold  when  the 

"  See,  in  the  JuBlifioalory  Pjpers,  No.  VIII.  {Article  5  of  tlie  enume- 
ralion  of  facts,  tending  to  pnivo  l!'-*  llie  heart  of  his  Moji±Bty  Luais  XVU. 
was  really  preserved), 

t  Ibid.,  Article  C 

j/iiU,  Article  7. 
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tongue  of  Hubert  became  loosened,  anil  he  broke  forth  into  the 
following  sudden  exclamation,  trausmitted  to  us  by  the  teepera : 
"I  say,  citizens,  Marat  was  doctor  to  the  body-guard  of  Capet 
d'Artois ;  but  he  was  a  good  friend  to  the  people  for  aJ!  that !" 

Whea  Gomin  went  up  stairs  again  at  aupper-time,  he  was 
very  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  invalid  a  little  better;  his 
complexion  seemed  clearer,  his  eyes  brighter,  his  voice  stronger. 
"  Is  it  you?"  he  smd  at  once  to  his  guardian,  with  a  gesture  of 
pleasure.  "  Well,  yoti  are  not  suffering  ao  much,"  said  Gomin. 
"  Not  so  much,"  said  tho  cliild.  "  You  owe  that  to  this  room  ; 
the  air  circulates  freely  here  at  least,  and  the  light  enters : 
the  physicians  come  to  see  you,  and  all  this  should  comfort 
yoR  a  little."  He  looked  up  at  his  heepcr  with  a  glance  of 
grievous  affliction.  The  eye,  so  clear  a  moment  before, 
dimmed,  and  then  sparkled  suddenly  again  with  a  bright  flash 
of  light ;  a  large  tear  had  fallen  from  it,  and  was  rolling  down 
his  cheek.  Gomin  asked  him  kindly  what  was  the  matter* 
"Always  alone!"  he  replied;  "my  dear  mother  remains  in 
the  other  tower!" 

Thus  we  see  that  all  the  wavmtli  and  tenderness  that 
unfortunate  child  had  left  in  his  heart,  were  bound  up  with  the 
idea  of  his  absent  mother.  Filial  love  had  survived  all  else  ; 
that  love  was  as  strong  as  his  will,  as  profound  as  Ilia  soul. 
"  Love,"  the  Bible  tells  us,  '■  is  ati-onger  than  death."  When- 
ever reflection  overcame  the  feeling  of  his  sufferings,  every 
other  thought  gave  way,  while  his  sorely  tried  Iieart  held 
sweet  communion  with  the  adored  image  of  his  mother. 

Gomin  resumed :  "  That's  true ;  you  are  alone,  and  it  ia 
very  dull ;  but  yon  have  not  hero  before  you,  as  ia  the  case 
elsewhere,  the  sight  of  so  many  wicked  men,  and  the  example 
of  so  many  crimes."  "  Oh,  I  see  enough  of  them,"  he  mur- 
mured ;  "  but,"  added  he,  fixing  his  eyes  on  his  keeper,  and 
laying  his  hand  on  his  arm,  "  I  see  some  good  people,  too, 
and  they  prevent  my  being  angry  with  those  who  are  cot  so." 
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The  lust  day. 

On  this,  Gomin  said  to  him  :  "  N ,*  whom  you  have 

often  seen  here  as  commissary,  has  been  arrested,  and  is  now 
in  prison."  "  I  am  sorry  for  it,"  said  the  Prince  ;  "  is  he 
here  ?"  "  No,  somewhere  else ;  at  La  Force,  in  the  Faubourg 
Saint- Antoine."  An  ordinai-y  spirit  would  have  deemed  itself 
avenged,  but  he  Iiad  the  raagnonimity  to  pity  his  pi^rseeutor. 
He  paused  a  long  while,  and  then  added,  thoughtfully :  "  I 
am  very  sorry ;  for  don't  you  see  he  is  more  unfortunate 
than  me,  for  he  deserves  his  misfortune!"  These  words,  so 
very  simple,  and  withal  so  nobly  wise,  must  doubtless  seem 
surprising  in  the  mouth  of  a  child  of  barely  ten  years  old  I 
Yet  they  are  given  exactly  as  he  uttered  tliem;  and  it  ivas 
not  merely  the  words  that  struck  his  companion  most,  but 
the  genuine,  simple,  touching  tone  in  which  they  wei-e  spoken ; 
80  true  is  it  that  there  is  a  sort  of  precocious  wisdom  given 
by  distress,  or,  to  speat  in  a  more  Christian  spirit,  a  sort  of 
inspiration  that  Heaven  grants  to  those  who  suffer  and  are 
about  to  die ! 

Night  came — his  last  night! — which  the  rogiilationa  of  the 
prison  condemned  him  to  pass  once  more  in  solitude,  with 
suffering,  hia  old  companion,  only  at  his  side.  This  time  at 
least,  however,  death  too  stood  at  his  pillow.  It  was  Lasne 
again  who  first  entered  his  room,  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock  on  Monday,  8th  June.  Gomin  has  acknowledged  to 
us,  that  for  several  days  he  had  not  dared  to  go  up  first,  fearing 
that  he  might  fmd  the  sacrifice  complete. 

The  physicians  came,  each  at  his  appointed  hour.  The 
child  was  up  when  Pelletan  visited  him  at  eight  o'clock.  Lasue 
had  thought  him  better  than  he  was  the  day  before,  but  the 
physician's  account  proved  to  him  but  too  clearly  his  mistake 
The  interview  was  short.  Feeling  his  legs  very  heavy,  the 
young  invahd  of  his  own  accord  soon  asked  to  lie  down, 

•  NotwithslandinK  nil  his  eflbils,  Gomin,  who  rememberecl  the  fiiet 
perfentlj  well,  couiii  not  recolWt  the  moniciparB  name  ;  mid  the  regiatera 
ot  the  jail  have  also  fiiiledtogive  us  this  piece  of  information. 
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Ho  was  in  bed  when  Dnmnngm  came  in,  at  nearly  eleven 
o'clock.  The  child  received  him  with  tliat  iuvariable  mild- 
ness which  he  preserved  tlirougli  all  his  sufferings,  and  to 
which  that  physician  hus  borne  witness.* 

The  two  bulletins,  which  left  the  Temple  at  eleven  oVlock, 
gave  notice  of  symptoms  aJummg  fot  the  life  of  the  nnnhd 

When  M.  Dumangin  witbdrew,  Gomin  took  Lasne'9  pUca 
in  the  Dauphin'a  room ;  he  SJt  down  neai  hi&  bed,  but  did  not 
speak  lest  he  should  fatigue  hira 

The  Prince  never  began  a  conveiaation,  and  theiefore  said 
nothing  either,  but  he  looked  upon  hia  keepet  with  t  glance 
of  the  deepest  melancholy.  "  How  unhappy  I  am  to  see  you 
suffering  so  much,"  said  Gomin  '  Tike  comfnit,  said  the 
child,  "  I  shall  not  suffer  always !''  Gomin  knelt  down,  tliat 
he  might  be  nearer  to  him.  The  child  took  his  hand,  and 
pressed  it  to  his  lips.  The  pious  heart  of  Gomiu  prompted 
an  ardent  prayer — one  of  those  prajera  that  misery  wrings  from 
man,  and  love  souda  up  to  God.  The  child  did  not  let  go 
the  faithful  hand  that  still  remained  to  him,  and  raised  his 
eyea  to  heaven  while  Gomin  prayed  for  him.  It  is  not  possible 
to  describe  how  truly  holy  and  angelic  was  this  last  infantine 
look. 

It  may  he  asked,  perhaps,  what  were  the  last  words  of  the 
dying  boy;  for  the  reader  knoivs  those  of  his  father,  who,  from 
the  scaffold,  which  his  virtues  transformed  to  a  throne,  bestowed 
his  pardon  upon  his  murderers  below.  He  knows  those  of  hia 
mother,  that  heroic  queen,  who,  impatient  to  leave  the  earth, 
where  she  had  endured  so  much,  begged  the  headsman  to  be 
quick.  He  knows  those  of  his  aunt,  that  truly  Christian  virgin, 
who  when  they  removed  her  dress  in  order  to  strike  more  easily, 
besought,  with  a  supplicating  eye,  in  the  name  of  decency,  that 
they  would  cover  her  bosom.  And  now,  shall  I  venture  to  repeat 
the  last  words  of  the  orphan  ?     They  have  been  related  to  mo 

*  Letter  from  M,  Domangin  to  M.  Pelletan;  Saint-Prix,  lat  May, 
18ir. 
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\>j  tliose  who  received  his  last  breath,  and  I  will  faithfully  in- 
scribe them  in  this  royal  "  Book  of  Martyrs." 

Gomin,  seeing  the  child  calm,  motionless,  and  mute,  said 
to  him  :  "  I  hope  you  are  notin  pain,  just  now  ?"  "  Oh !  yes  I 
I  am  sfOl  in  pain,  but  not  nearly  so  much — the  music  is  so 
beautiful !" 

Now,  tliere  was  no  music  to  be  heard,  either  in  the  tower  or 
anywhere  near ;  no  sound  from  without  could  reach  the  room 
where  the  young  mariyr  lay,  expiring.  Gomin,  astonished,  said  to 
him;  "Fromwhat  direction  do  you  hear  this  music?"  "From 
above!''  "Is  it  long  that  you  have  beard  it?"  "Since  you 
knelt  down.  Do  you  not  hear  it  ?  Listen !  Listen  !"  And 
the  child,  with  a  nervous  motion,  raised  his  faltering  hand,  as 
he  opened  his  large  eyes,  illuminated  by  ecstatic  delight.  Hia 
pooi:  keeper,  unwilling  to  destroy  this  last  sweet  illusion,  ap- 
peared to  listen  also,  with  the  pious  desire  of  hearing  what  could 
not  possibly  be  hoard. 

After  a  few  minutes  of  attention,  the  child  again  started, 
hia  eyes  sparkled,  and  he  cried  out,  in  intense  rapture : 
"  From  amongst  alE  the  -voices,  I  have  distinguished  that  of  my 
mother !" 

That  word,  as  it  left  the  orphan's  lip,  seemed  to  relieve 
tim  from  all  suffering;  hia  knitted  brow  relaxed,  and  his  look 
1  gl  ted  up  w  th  that  calm  brightness,  given  by  the  certainty  of 
del  verance  or  of  victory.  Hia  eye  iixed  on  an  invisible  object 
— 1  3  ea  at  eative  to  the  far  distant  sound  of  one  of  those 
concerts  that  human  ear  hath  never  heard — a  new  existence 
Beemed  to  I  eak  in  upon  his  young  soul. 

A  moment  after  the  brightness  of  that  gleam  was  gone  ;  hia 
arms  were  crossed  upon  hia  breast,  and  an  expression  of  sad 
discouragement  was  visible  in  his  countenance.  Gomin  looked 
elose  at  him,  and  followed  all  hia  motions  with  a  troubled  eye. 
The  child's  breathing  was  not  more  powerful,  but  hia  eye  was 
wandering,  slowly  and  confusedly,  and  from  time  to  time  it  was 
turned  towards  the  window.    Gomin  asked  him  what  so  in- 
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Deaili  of  Louis  XVIt, 

terested  him  in  that  direction?  The  child  looked  at  his  keeper  a 
few  moments,  and  then,  as  if  he  had  not  understood  the  ques- 
tion, though  it  was  asked  him  agaia,  made  no  reply. 

Lasne  came  upstairs  again  to  relieve  Gomin,  and  the  latter 
wentout  of  the  room,  his  heart  very  heavy,  but  not  more  uneasy 
than  he  had  been  the  day  before,  for  he  did  not  even  yet  anti- 
cipate so  sudden  a  close.  Laane  sat  down  nearthe  bed,  andtba 
Prince  looked  at  him  long,  with  a  fixed  and  dreamy  eye.  Oa 
his  making  a  slight  movement,  Lasne  asked  him  how  he  felt, 
and  whathg  would  like,  "Do  you  think  my  sister  couldhavo 
heard  the  music  ?"  said  the  child ;  "  how  much  good  it  would 
have  done  her  !"  Lasne  could  not  answer.  The  anguished 
glance  of  the  dying  boy  turned  eagerly  and  piercingly  towards 
the  window.  An  exclamation  of  joy  escaped  bis  lips — then  he 
sflid,  looking  at  his  keeper:  "I  have  something  to  tell  you!" 
Lasne  came  close  to  him  and  took  his  hand  ;  the  prisoner's  little 
head  leaned  on  the  keeper's  breast — who  listened,  but  in  vain ! 
All  was  said !  God  had  spared  the  young  martyr  hia  last 
mortal  convulsion  of  anguish,  God  liad  kept  to  Himself  the 
knowledge  of  his  last  thought.  Lasne  put  his  hand  on  the 
child's  heart.  The  heart  of  Louis  XVII.  had  ceased  to  beat: 
the  hour  was  a  quarter  past  two,  p.m. 

Lasue  acijuainted  Gomin  and  Damont,  the  commissaiy  on 
duty,  with  the  event,  and  they  instantly  repaired  to  the  chamber 
of  death.  The  poor  little  royal  corpse  was  carried  from  the 
room  into  thit  where  he  had  suffered  so  long — where  for  two 
yeai-s  lei  in  er  ceased  to  suffer.  From  this  royal  apart- 
ment tl  e  iatl  e  h  d  gone  to  the  scaffold,  and  thence  the  son 
must  pass  to  the  b  1-ground.  The  remains  were  laid  out 
on  the  bed  a  d  tl  e  bors  of  the  apartment  were  set  open — 
doors  wh  ch  1  ad  en  amed  closed  ever  since  the  RevoJution 
had  seized  on  a  child,  thou  full  of  vigour,  and  grace,  and  life, 
and  health ! 

Concealing  tlie  agitation  and  sorrow  he  felt,  beneath  an 
aspect  of  cold  indifference,  Gomin  repaired  to  the  committee  of 
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AfBicUoa  ot  Gomin. 

general  safety  ;  there  he  saw  M.  Gauthier,  one  of  the  members, 
ivho  said  to  him :  "  You  did  -very  right  to  talse  cbaige  of  this 
message  yourself,  and  promptly  ;  but,  notwithstanding  yom  dili 
gence,  it  has  arrived  too  late,  and  the  sitting  is  o^ei  The 
report  cannot  he  made  to-day  to  the  National  Comentioii 
Keep  the  news  secret  till  to-monow,  and  till  I  ha\e  taken  all 
proper  measures.  I  will  send  M  Bouiguignon,  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  committee  of  geneial  safely,  to  the  Temple, 
in  order  to  convince  himself  of  the  truth  of  youi  dcclara 
tion." 

M.  Bourguignon  followed  Gomm  to  the  to  cr  accorl'  Jy 
He  verified  the  event,  and  renewed  the  e  1  nr  at  o  of  1  eej  g 
it  secret,  and  of  carrying  on  tte  service  as    b  al 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  supj  er  wis  p  epared  for 
,'  little  Capet."  Cai-on  brought  it,  and  t  on  n  p  offe  d  to 
take  it  upstaii-s  himself.  But  he  went  up  w  thout  the  suppei 
alone,  a  prey  to  afflictioa  the  most  piofo  nd  Th  s  gief 
which  he  had  suppressed  for  five  liours  befo  e  tl  e  i  lie 
broke  out  into  weeping  when  he  found  1  m  elf  hea  de  the 
lifeless  body  of  Louis  XVII,  Never  d  d  tl  e  n  press  o 
made  by  this  spectacle  fade  from  his  memo  y  oi  f  o  n  h  s 
heart ;  it  was  still  fresh  there  when  II  ew  tl  e  good  old 
man  in  the  last  years  of  his  life.  He  sa  d  to  me  at  the  age 
of  eighty  (if  these  are  iiot  exactly  his  very  wo  ds  I  ci  say 
positively  that  they  are  the  purport  of  wl  at  1  e  la.  \)  1  had 
the  courage  to  go  upstaii's  again,  and  re-enter  Ins  room.  After 
closing  the  door  carefully  behind  me,  I  timidly  raised  the 
covering,  and  gazed  upon  him,  and  my  heart  filled  with 
ead  and  tender  thoughts.  The  lines  which  pain  had  drawn 
on  his  forehead  and  on  his  cheeks  had  disappeared;  the 
beautiful  curves  of  hia  mouth  had  resumed  their  sweet  look  of 
repose.  His  eyes,  which  suffering  had  half-closed,  were  open 
now,  and  shone  as  pure  as  the  blae  Heaven,  One  would 
have  said  his  last  look  liad  rested  on  some  beloved  form  !  Hia 
beautiful  fair  hair,   which  had  no'  been  cut  for  two  months. 
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Gnmins  narrolive. 

fell  like  a  frame  around  his  face,  which  I  had  never  seen 
so  culm.  His  expression  was  smiling  ;  it  wore  the  chai-acter 
which  it  must  have  presented  in  his  happier  dajB. 

"  It  ivas  03  if,  now  that  men  could  do  more  against  him, 
the  calmness  of  his  countenance  had  retnrned  of  itself,  and 
that  the  moral  grace  and  candour  of  his  heart  shone  forth  in 
his  face. 

"  There  he  lies,  still  and  mute,  his  short  life  and  his  long 
triiOs  over !  Why  did  I  not  pass  more  time  with  him  in 
his  prison?  Now  it  seema  to  me  that  I  was  wrong  not  to 
have  had  more  courage. 

"  He  is  dead,  and  I  can  make  him  no  oompeiisation  ;  there 
lies  his  poor  hody,  that  suffered  so  much.  "Where  is  his  young 
p'  "t  tb  t  ff  -ed  even  mere  '  Oh  my  God  '  if  Tho  irt 
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and  clear.  I  tlrew  near  the  little  basin — the  water  was  dried 
up,  and  the  birds  were  flown. 

"I  know  not  how  or  why  the  idea,  of  the  coronation  of  kings 
then  crossed  my  mind  and  agitated  my  heart,  but  so  it  mas.  At 
that  time  of  mourning  I  involuntarily  remembered  the  birds 
which,  at  the  joyous  hour  of  enthronement,  are  liberated,  to  wing 
their  course  through  the  cathedral  at  Eeiras  ;  and,  suddenly,  in 
the  fever  of  my  grief,  something  sftemed  to  tell  me,  that  they 
too  mere  the  birds  of  a  coronation,  and  that  the  child  had  just 
been  crowned !" 

At  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  SlstPrairial  (9th  June),  four 
membersoftheoommitteeof  general  safety  came  to  the  tower,  to 
make  sure  that  the  Prince  was  really  dead.  When  they  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  death-chamber  by  Lasne  and  Damont,  they 
affected  the  greatest  indifference :  "  The  event  is  not  of  the 
least  importance,"  repeated  they,  several  times  over;  "tie 
police  commissary  of  the  section  will  come  and  receive  the  de- 
claration of  the  decease  ;  he  will  acknowledge  it,  and  proceed 
to  tho  interment  without  any  ceremony ;  and  tlio  committee 
will  give  the  necessary  directions." 

As  hej  vithdrew,  some  ofllccrs  of  the  Temple  guard  asked 
to  3  e  e  remains  of  little  Capet.  Damont  having  observed 
t!  a  1  e  gu  rd  would  not  permit  tlie  bier  to  pass  without  de- 
ma  1  ng  ts  being  opened,  the  deputies  decided  that  the  officers 
and  non  commissioned  otBcers  of  the  guard  going  off  duty, 
toge  1  h  those  coming  on,  should  be  all  invited  to  assure 

th   n    1    ^  of  the  child's  death. 

C  en  Darlot  (residing  at  335  Rue  Mich  el- Peltier,  Temple 
se  n)  1  e  civic  commissary  who  was  to  relieve  Damont,  soon 
arrived  to  take  his  turn  of  duly.  He  was  followed  by  MM. 
Bigot  and  Bouc[uet,  his  comrades,  whose  duties  as  commissaries 
did  not  require  their  attendance  before  the  next  day  and 
the  day  after,  but  who  had  now  been  summoned  on  ex.tra- 
ordinary  duty ;  their  comrade  Damont,  also,  who  entered  the 
Temple  on  the  20th  Prairial^  (8th  June),  did  not  withdraw 
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Identification  of  llic  body. 

Oil  their  ai'rivai ;  he  remained  during  the  visit  be  had  invited, 
and  all  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
guard  having  been  assembled  in  the  room  where  the  body 
lay,  he  aslied  thorn  if  they  recognised  it  as  that  of  the 
ex-Dauphin,  son  of  the  last  King  of  France.  All  those 
who  had  seen  the  young  Prince  at  the  Tuileries,  or  at  the 
Temple  (and  moat  of  them  had),  bore  witness  to  its  being 
the  body  of  Louis  XVII.  "When  they  were  come  down 
into  the  cotmcil-room,  Dariot  drew  up  the  minutes  of  this 
attestation,  which  was  signed  by  a  score  of  persona.  Among 
them  appear  the  citizens : 

Bourgeois,  commaudant,  section  of  Fidelity, 

Lucas,  adjutant,  ditto. 

Hiitreaux,  captain,  ditto. 

SSguin,  lieutenant,  section  of  Droits  de  I'HommG, 

Normand,  second-lieutenant,  section  of  I'Homme  Avm6. 

Vuillaume,  seqeant,  section  Des  Arois. 

Damont.l     . 


ot,  ditto,  section  of  Droits  de  VHommo. 
;,  ditto,  section  of  Fidelity. 
These  minutes  were  inserted  in  the  journal  of  the  Temple 
tower,  which  was  afterwards  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
minister  of  the  interior.* 

During  this  visit,  the  surgeons  intrusted  with  the  autopsy 
arrived  at  the  outer  gate  of  the  Temple.     These  were  Duman- 

•  "The  minisUr  of  tlie  interior  declares  IhaiciliBenLasne,  keeperat 
tlio  Temple,  transmitted  to  him  four  registers,  on  one  of  ivliieh  are  two 
SMiIed  bands,  inclosin;;  a  cese  with  papers,  all  relating;  to  the  defeulion 
of  the  ex-King  and  Queen,  of  Elizabeth,  and  of  the  eoii  and  daughter  of  the 
Baidex-Elug  and  Queen.  Also  a  Utile  sealed  pockety  of  di  which  ho 
releuEes  the  said  citizen  Lnsoe. 

"  Also  ho  has  given  him  two  copper  seals,  one  of  tlie  old  municipality, 
and  one  ot  the  commisawy-keepers  of  the  Temple. 

"Pttils,  0th  Germiiud,  4th  yeai'  of  the  Fi-enoh  Eepublio. 

•'  CUAMPAGNEUS,  Chief  of  the  Tmt  Division," 
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Tbe  uulniisy, 

gin,  head  jiliysician  of  the  Hospice  do  I.'Unit^ ;  Pelleteu,  head 
surgeon  of  the  Grand  Hospice  dc  L'Huinaiiite ;  Jeaiiroy,  profes- 
sor  ill  the  medical  schools  of  Paris ;  and  Lassus,  professor  of 
legal  medicine  at  the  Ecole  de  Saute  of  Paria.  The  two  last 
ivere  selected  by  Dumangin  and  Pelletan,  because  of  the  connec- 
tion formerly  of  M.  Lassus  with  Mesdames  de  France,  acd  of 
M,  Jeanroy  with  the  House  of  Lorraine,*  which  gave  a  pecu- 
liar weight  to  their  signature.  Gomin  received  them  in  the 
council-room,  and  detained  them  until  the  National  Guard, 
descending  from  the  second-floor,  entered  to  sign  the  minutes 
prepared  by  Darlot.  This  done,  Lasno,  Darlot,  and  Bouquet, 
went  np  again  immediately,  with  the  surgeons,  and  intro- 
duced them  into  the  apartment  of  Louis  XVII,,  whom  they 
at  first  examined  as  he  lay  on  his  death-bed;  but  M.  Jeanroy, 
observing  that  the  dim  light  of  this  room  was  but  little  fa- 
voiirable  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  mission,  the  com- 
missaries prepared  a  table  in  the  first  room,  near  the  window, 
on  which  the  corpse  laid,  and  the  surgeons  began  their  melan- 
choly operation-t 

"  Lelter  from  M.  Diimniigin  to  M,  Pelletan,  previously  quoted. 

*  The  following  ia  tho  report : 

"  Eeporb  of  the  esaminittion  of  tlie  body  of  tlie  son  of  rx>uis  Capet, 
mode  at  the  Temple  tower,  nt  three  o'dlock,  A.U,,  tliis  aist  Prairial.' 

"We,  the  nndersignecl,  Jean-Baptiste-Efejpnie  Dumangin,  lifad-physi- 
eian  of  the  Grand  Hospice  de  I/Unite,  and  rhilippe-JeanPellelnn,  head-sur- 
geon of  the  Hospice  de  L'Huninnit6,  assisteil  by  oitisens  Nicolas  Jeanroy, 
professor  in  the  medical  schools  of  runs,  and  Ficrro  Lassus,  professor  of  legal 
medicine  in  theEcoiede  Snnt^  of  Paris,  nbom  we  associated  with  oarselves 
inohedienco  to  a  decree  of  the  committee  of  general  safety  of  the  National 
Convention,  dated  yesterday,  and  signed  Itci'going,  president ;  Courtois, 
Gouthier,  Pierre  Gujomiird ;  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  together  to 
examine  tlie  body  of  the  son  of  the  late  LouisUapet,  and  verifying  its  state, 
have  noted  as  fullowa : 

"Having  all  four  arrived  at  eleven  o'eloek,A.M.,  at  the  outer  gate  of  the 
Temple,  we  were  received  there  by  the  commissaries,  who  ndmitled  ns  into 
tlio  towel'.     On  altaming  the  secoud-lloor,  we  found  on  a  bed,  in  the  second 

*  The  dale  of  the  year  ia  uot  to  be  found  in  any  pari  of  (bis  report. 
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"WhiLtliPse  tlimgi  \^cn,  passing  at  the  Temple  Achillc 
S^^estre    the  deputy  from  lie  et  "V  iJaiaP  who  h<il  \oted  for 

a  suite  of  ronnii  thers  the  denil  boJy  of  a  child  spparently  about  ten 
jcars  old  winch  the  commtsaniics  declnred  to  be  that  of  ihp  sou  )f  ihe 
late  Ion  s  Capet  and  which  two  of  our  nunabet  reoosmaed  as  that  of 
iho  child  the;  had  been  atteodrng  tor  several  dnja  Said  cemm  seines 
declared  to  us  that  this iJiild had  expired  atabotrt  three  ocloft  Pit,  the 
day  before :  on  which  we  proceeded  to  seek  for  tlie  aigna  of  death,  which 
wo  found  in  ihe  general  paleness  and  coldness  of  the  enijre  body,  the 
sKffliess  ot  the  limbs,  the  dimness  of  ihe  ejes,  the  livid  spots  common 
in  the  skin  of  a  corpse,  and,  above  all,  by  decay  having  commenced  in  the 
stomach,  Ihescrotum,  and  the  inside  of  the  thtgbs. 

''  Before  proceeding  to  open  the  body,  we  remarkod  a  general  want  of 
fleeh.chnraoteristio  of  marasmus,  and  the  stomach  was  very  much  diutended 
and  swollen.  On  (ho  inner  side  of  tho  right  knee  we  observed  atiimour, 
the  skin  not  discoiourcd,  and  on  the  os  radius,  near  the  wrist  on  his  left 
side,  another  smaller  lunioor.  That  on  the  knee  contained  nearly  two 
ounces  oftt  greyish  matter,  puriforra  and  lymphatic,  between  tho  perlo^tiim 
and  the  mascles ;  that  on  the  wrist  contained  matter  d  the  same  nature^ 
Irat  thicker. 

"  When  the  stomach  was  opened,  there  escaped  more  than  a  pint  of 
Inrbnlent  serum,  yellowish,  and  very  fetid;  the  intestines  were  swollen, 
pale,  and  adhei'ing  to  each  other,  as  well  as  to  the  sides  of  this  cavity ;  they 
were  covered  with  agreat  quantity  of  tubercles,  of  various  sizes,  and  which, 
when  opened,  were  found  lo  contain  the  same  matter  as  in  the  external 
deposits  of  the  knee  and  wrist. 

"  The  inteslines,  when  laid  open  to  their  full  extent,  were  very  healtliy 
inside,  and  contained  hut  a  very  small  quantity  of  bilious  mailer.  The 
stomach  was  in  exactly  the  same  state  ;  it  adhered  to  all  the  neighbouring 
parts,  was  pale  externally,  and  covered  with  small  lymphatic  tulwrcles,  similar 
to  those  on  the  surface  of  the  intestines ;  ita  internal  membrane  was  in  a 
healthy  state,  as  were  also  the  pylories  and  (esophagus  i  the  liver  adhered, 
on  its  convex  side,  to  the  diaphragm,  and,  on  its  concave  dde,  to  the  viscera 
which  it  covers ;  its  substance  was  in  a  healthy  condition,  its  size  the  same 
ns  is  ordinarily  the  case,  and  the  vesicle  of  the  gali  moderately  full  of  bile 
of  a  dark  green  colour.  The  spleen,  the  pancreas,  the  reins,  and  the 
bladder  were  in  a  healiliy  slate ;  the  epiploon  and  the  mesentery,  deslitulo 
of  fat,  were  found  covered  with  lymphatic  tubercles,  like  those  we  liavejuat 
mentioned.  Similar  tumours  were  stattered  over  the  thickness  of  the 
jeritonenm  covering  the  inner  lace  of  the  diaphragm ;  tiiia  muscle  was  in 
a  healthy  eondilion. 

"  The  lungs  adhered  throughout  their  surface  to  tho  pleura,  tho  dia- 
phragm, and  tiie  pericardium ;  their  subslauce  was  heallhj,  and  without 
tubercles ;  there  were  some  nbont  the  trachea  and  the  (esophagus  only. 
^HiB  ^erioardiuui  contained  the  usual  quantity  of  serosity;  the  heail  was 
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the  death  of  Louis  XVI.,  and  who  had  said,  in  speaking  of  the 
Daupbin  (13th  April,  1794):  "  This  child  wUl never  attain  his 
majority!"  made  the  following  report  to  the  National  Con- 
tention, in  the  name  of  the  committee  of  general  safety  ; 

"  Citizens. — For  some  time  past  the  son  of  Capet  had  been 
troubled  with  swellings  on  the  right  knee  and  left  wrist ;  on 
tho  15th  Floreal  his  pain  increased,  the  invalid  lost  his  ap- 
jietite,  and  was  attacked  bj  fever.  The  celebrated  Deaault, 
medical- officer,  was  appointed  to  see  and  attend  him,  as  we 
were  convinced,  by  his  talents  and  probity,  that  he  would  not 
foil  to  exercise  that  care  which  is  due  to  humanity. 

palp,  bnt  in  a  nafnrol  alate.  The  broiii  and  ita  dependant  parts  mere  in 
most  peifeot  completeneaa.i 

"All  tbe  disordei's  oEtthieli  we  have  just  giren  the  deiails  are  evidently 
the  effects  of  a  scrofiilnuG  tendency,  wliieh  has  long  lieen  in  existence,  and 
to  which  we  shonld  atti'ilmte  the  death  of  the  child. 

"  This  report  was  made  and  closed  at  Paris,  in  the  above-mentioned 
place,  by  Iho  uadersignel     t  half      tfur  h  mdd         d 

"J.  E  E.  Dtimangin,  P       P  N     ea 

This  report  whs  tomp  m 

following  declaration : 

' '  I  the  nndersigned, 
honour,  member  of  the  roj  en 

medicine,  further  certify  t 

iineoflbesocketsof  the  eyes,  iii  order  to  anatomise  the  sltuU  in  the  dis- 
Mction  of  the  body  of  the  son  of  Loais  XVI..  as  I  had  been  ordered  to  do, 
I  replaced  the  scalp  on  the  skull,  and  covered  it  witb  a  few  strips  of  E-kln, 
vhich  I  had  separated  from  it,  and  which  I  sewed  ti^ther ;  lastly,  that  I 
wrapped  up  the  head  entire  in  a  cloth  or  handkerchief,  or  perhaps  a  cotton 
cap,  lixed  below  the  skin  or  nape  of  the  neck,  as  is  done  in  similar  cases. 
All  this  will  be  found,  if  it  be  true  tliat  it  has  not  been  destroyed  by 
putrefaction  i  bnt  at  any  rate  the  scalp  of  the  skaH  mill  certiunly  be  found, 
wrapped  up  in  the  remains  of  these  otolhs  or  cotton  cap. 

"Paris,  17th  August,  1817."  (Signed)        "Pellbtan,"- 

»  "OM  M.  Jennroy,"  add  I.Bsne  to  ine,"aaserlM_  IhM,  in  more  than  thrty 


^  M.  Pcl1?tau  siihaequently  iledai^,  that  durini^  the  operatjon  of  dLasectioJi,  he 
put  Bskle  the  Dauphin's  heait,  and  ennied  ii  away,  thai  ho  might  hayc  thia  aad  and 
moumfulceJic  of  the  child-king  to  conTey  lo  tho  luyatfamil;.  (See  the  polemio 
diicuasioo  on  lliia  subjcbl,  Document  No.  VIII.) 
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"  Still  the  disease  assumed  a  very  serious  character.  On 
the  16th  of  this  month  Dosault  died,  and  the  committee  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead  citizen  Pelletan,  a  well-known  medical 
mail,  and  citizen  Dumangin,  head-physician  to  the  Hoapice  de 
L'Unite,  as  hia  coadjutor.  Their  bulletin  of  yesterday,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  A.M.,  announced  symptoms  which  gave  causo  of  alarm 
for  the  life  of  the  invalid,  and,  at  a  quarter-past  two,  p.m.,  we 
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•  Sitting  of  the  2Iat  Pranial,  see  Monilsur  Uaneisel,  of  tlie23rd 
Prairml,  3rd  yeav  (llth  June,  1795), 

f  On  the  brenat  of  an  old  n&v^  officer,  shot  itt  Quiberon,  was  fouiitl  a, 
lockef,  in  which  there  vias  a  rose,  dried  up,  and  almost  reduced  to  powder ; 
on  the  reverse  was  this  inscription  :  "GivenliyMoiisetgaear  the  Dauphin, 
Pai-is,  lEt  August,  1700." 
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repulsed  her.  Her  oriea  and  aobs  brought  Barques,  the  porter, 
and  a  gendarme,  who  sslted  the  unfortunate  woman  what  she 
wanted?  "I  want  to  see  him  again,"  she  said;  "  I  want  to 
see  the  deai-  child  again,  who  made  me  sit  down  in  his  little 
garden  at  the  Tuileries."  And  when  Dai-ques  told  her  no  one 
could  enter.  "  People  are  always  allowed  to  go  to  the  dead," 
she  exclaimed,  sohbing;  "  I  want  to  lay  the  flowers  he  gava 
me  in  his  eofBn !"  Some  compassionate  people  drew  Ler  away. 
Out  of  the  Temple,  every  one  knew  the  event ;  there 
was  but  one  person  who  was  not  aware  of  it,  and  she  was 
within  the  tower!  It  was  now  reserved  for  Madame  Eoyalo  to 
learn,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  the  deaths  of  her  mother,  her 
aunt,  and  her  brother.  The  latter  wag  lying  dead  a  few  steps 
from  her,  in  the  very  room  beneath  her  own,  and  his  sister 
tnewit  not.  At  eighto'clock  in  the  evening,  Gomin,  who  had 
not  seen  the  Princess  since  the  morning  of  the  day  before,  came 
into  her  room,  together  with  Darlot  and  Caron,  hringing  her 
supper.  Madame  was  sitting,  as  usual,  on  the  sofa  against 
the  window;  she  was  writing,  .ind  had  a  hook  open  before 
her :  it  was  a  volume  of  Voltaire's  "  Theatre,"  and  she  was 
copying  the  tragedy  of  Zaire.  I  have  in  my  possession  the 
first  two  acts  of  that  tragedy,  copied  in  the  fastness  of  the 
Temple  by  the  young  Mavie-Thferese.  How  is  it  possible  to 
read  without  emotion  the  following  lines,  traced  by  such  a 
hand,  in  such  a  place,  on  such  a  day? 

"  Mft  fllle,  tendre  objet  de  mes  demiSres  peines, 
Songe  aumoins,songe«u  sa»g  qui  coule  dans  tes  veines; 
C'est  le  sang  de  vingt  rois,  tous  Chr&tiens  comme  ntoi, 
C'est  le  sang  des  martyrs  !"* 

Madame  did  not  address  the  commissaries,  whose  manner, 
apparently  cold  and  reserved,  betrayed  no  emotion  ;  to  make 

"  •'  Oh !  ilioa,  the  tender  cniise  of  this  mj  anxious  pnrting  pains, 

My  daughter!  think,  Oh,  thinli,  what  blood  ia  flowing  in  tliy  vwdb  t 
Tlie  blood  it  is  of  twenty  kings,  all  Christian  kings,  like  me, 
Hie  blood  of  martyrs,  &c." 
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Still  more  sure,  the  good-hearted  Gomin  had  that  day  avoided 
her  glance. 

On  t\ie  aand  Prairial  (Wednestlay,  10th  June),  at  sis 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  citiaen  Dusser,  police  commisaary, 
accompanied  by  citizens  Arnoult  and  Goddet,  civic  comniis- 
sariea  of  the  Temple  section,  presented  himself  at  the  tower  of 
the  Temple,  in  ovder,  conformably  with  a  decree  issued  by  the 
council  of  general  safety,  to  proceed  to  the  official  verification  of 
the  decease  of  tho  unfortunate  little  Capet,  and  the  interment 
of  his  remains. 

They  went  up  with  the  keepers  to  the  second  story  of  the 
tower.  A  ray  of  sunshine  gleamed  through  the  window,  and 
felt  on  the  blood-stained  sheet  which  covered  the  remains  of  the 
descendant  of  Louis  XIV.,  now  stretched  on  a  wooden  bedstead, 
\vithout  any  mattiass.  The  sheet  being  removed,  the  victim 
was  seen  by  the  new  commissaries,  bearing  the  traces  left  by 
the  professional  men ;  the  scalpel  of  science  had  mutilated  that 
body,  already  disfigured  by  suffering,  but  it  had  respected  the 
pale  emaciated  face,  on  which  an  expression  of  indescribable 
calmness  and  purity  had  succeeded  to  that  of  pain.  His  li£is,  so 
far  from  being  contracted  by  death,  wore  the  appearance  of 
mildness  and  serenity ;  his  eyes,  not  closed  by  mortal  hand,  had 
closed  of  themselves ;  or  rather,  one  might  have  said,  that  since 
the  fatal  couch  had  been  deserted  by  man,  an  anget  had 
breathed  on  that  little  head,  which,  youthful  and  delicate  as  it 
was,  had  yet  homo  the  crown  of  thoras  like  the  rest  of  hia 
family. 

The  mortuary  register  was  drawn  up :  this  paper,  which 
has  been  up  to  the  present  day*  so  little  known  that  its  exist- 
ence might  have  been  denied,  seems  to  us  sufficiently  inter- 
esting to  be  reproduced  here.* 

After  having  signed  this  document  in  the  next  room,  the 

•  We  discovered  it  in  ilie  Archives  of  tlie  natel-de-Ville,  in  No.  S3 
of  the  register  of  the  police  etunniissnricE,  Temple  aictiun.  The  only 
register  of  decense  hilbtrlo  piLblisIied,   is  dated  on  the  2Ith  Prairiiil; 
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coromissioners  again,  approached  the  fatal  couch.  I  know  not 
what  sentiments  may  have  been  awakened  in  their  minds  by  a 
spectacle  so  extraordinarily  mournful,  but  they  looked  on  it 
for  some  time,  mute  and  motionless. 

At  length,  breaking  this  long  silence  :  "  Is  not  all  ready  ?" 
asked  one  of  tbem.  "  What  is  the  man  that  was  sent  for 
about?"  "I  am  waiting,"  replied  a  deep  voice  from  the 
shadowed  part  of  the  room ;  it  was  that  of  the  man  employed 
in  iotermeats,  who  was  standing  near  the  door,  with  a  coffin 
under  his  arm. 

"  Come  nearer,  and  let  us  make  haste."  A.ud  the  under- 
taker put  down  his  hoards  on  the  floor.  He  took  the  body  of 
the  royal  orphan,  and  laid  it  naked  in  tlie  bier,  for  he  who  had 
been  cradled  in  puiTple  had  not  a  winding-sheet  in  which  to  be 
interred.  "  Stop,  here's  something  to  put  under  his  head," 
eaid  tJie  youngest  commissaiy,  presenting  his  handkei-chief; 
and  his  colleagues  looked  on  him  with  a  dubious  glance,  as- 
tonished at  his  weakness,  perhaps  at  Ms  boldness  and  reverence 
for  the  dead.  This  example  gave  encouragement  to  the  good- 
natured  Lasne,  who  hastened  to  bring  a.  sheet  to  serve  as 

its  last  liuea  prove  that  tho  ono  wo  give  from  the  autograph  sei'ved  as  its 

"  Municipality  of  Paiis. 
"Efigister  of  decease,  SiJ  year, 

"  24th  Prairml,  3rd  jear  of  the  Kepublio, 
"E«giBter  oftJie  decease  of  Louis-Chules  Capet,  on  tlio  BOth  iiistniit, 
at  tluree  o'clock.  P.m.,  ngeil  ten  years  and  two  monlliB,  native  of  VersaillcE, 
deportment  of  Stine-et-Oise,  residbsr  at  Paris,  in  the  Temple  tower,  son 
of  Louis  Capet,  last  £ing  of  the  French,  and  of  Mai'ie-Antoinette-Jos^pho- 
Jeanne  of  Austria,  on  the  declaration  made  by  Etienne  Lasne,  aged  thirty- 
nine,  gnardian  at  the  Temple,  residing,  Rne  et  Section  Droits  da 
PHcmme, — this  declarant  says  ho  ia  a  neighbijar ;  and  by  Ecnri  Bigot; 
aged  fifty-seven,  a  clerk,  Ho.  61  Vielle  Eue  du  Temple,— this  dccktrant  says 
he  is  a  friend.  See  tho  certificate  of  Dusser,  police  commissary,  of  tlia 
22nd  instant. 

"Laske,  SiGOT,  KoBiM,  Puhjio  Officer." 
(Archives  of  tlie  H6tel.de-ViUe.) 
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a  shTOiid— I  would  say,  a  royal  mantle — for  tbia  last  King 
of  the  monarchy;  for  it  is  only  in  tbia  indigent  and  humi- 
liating mnding-eheet  that  his  corse  will  appear  in  history.  And 
the  fir  planks  were  fastened  down  with  four  naila,  while  the 
sound  of  the  hammer  on  the  coffin  of  the  child  shook  the  floor 
of  the  old  room,  and  awoke  the  slumbering  echoes  in  the  feudal 
tower. 

The  bier  was  taken  down  into  the  first  court,  laid  upon 
truasels,  and  covered  with  a  hlaek  cloth.  As  they  loft  the 
threshold  of  the  deserted  room,  where  so  much  unknown  siiffBr- 
ing  had  passed  away,  poor  Gomin  said  to  Gourlct,  who  was 
walking  behind  the  othere :  "  Yon  have  no  need  to  shut  the 
iron  door  now  \"  He  was  right,  the  prisoner  wiis  free — the 
prison  was  to  remain  mournful  and  silent — human  depravity 
had  done  its  work,  and  retired ! 

It  was  seven  o'clock  when  the  police  comraissary  ordered 
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the  sboulders  of  four  men,  who  relieved  each  other  tivo  at  a 
time ;  it  was  preceded  by  sis  or  eight  men,  headed  by  a  setjeant- 
Duaser  walked  behind,  ivith  Lasiie  and  the  civic  commissary 
before-mentioned ;  Damont,  who  ivaa  on  duty  the  day  of  the 
death,  20th  Prairial ;  Dailot,  on  duty  the  3 1st ;  Guerin,  the  33nd ; 
a.nd  Bigot,  who  was  to  have  been  so  nest  day.  With  them  were 
also  Goddet,  Biard,  and  Arnoult,  whom,  the  Temple  sectioa  had 
appointed  to  assist  Dusser  in  making  the  official  report  of  the 
decease,  and  superintending  the  interment.  Then  came  six  or 
eight  more  men  and  a  corporal.  They  proceeded  along  the  streets 
of  La  Corderie,  Bretagne,  Pont-aux-Choux,  Saint- Sebastien, 
Popincourt,  and  Basfi-oid,  and  entered  the  cemetery  of  Saiute- 
Mai^uerito  by  the  Eue  Saint- Bernard.  The  procession  was 
accompanied  a  long  way  by  the  crowd,  and  a  great  number  of 
persons  followed  it  even  ta  the  cemeiery.  Those  few  soldiere 
round  a  little  bier  attracted  the  attention  of  the  public,  and 
called  forth  questions  all  along  their  way.  In  particular,  there 
■was  a  marked  movement  of  interest  in  a  numerous  group  that 
had  formed  at  the  corner  of  the  Boulevard  and  the  Eue  Pont- 
aux-Choux,  and  which  was  mainly  composed  of  women.  The 
name  of  "Little  Capet,"  and  the  more  popular  title  of  Dauphin, 
spread  from  lip  to  lip,  with  exclamations  of  pity  and  compassion. 
Further  on,  in  the  Eue  Popincourt,  a  few  children  of  the  com- 
mon people,  in  rags,  took  off  their  caps,  in  token  of  respect  and 
sympathy,  before  this  coffin,  that  contained  a  child  who  had 
died  poorer  than  they  themselves  were  to  live. 

The  procession  entered  the  cemetery  of  Sain te -Marguerite, 
not  by  the  church,  as  some  accounts  assert,  but  by  the  old  gate 
of  the  cemetery.  The  interment  was  made  in  the  corner,  on 
the  left,  at  a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  feet  from  the  enclosure 
wall,  and  at  an  equal  distance  from  a  small  house,  which  sub- 
sequently served  as  a  class-room  for  a  Christian  school.  The 
grave  was  filled  up — no  mound  marked  its  place — the  soil  was 
restored  to  its  former  level — and  not  even  a  trace  remained  of 
tile  interment!    Not  till  then  did  the  commissaries  of  police 


...Coogic 


LAST    DAYS — AGONY BEATH. 


and  the  municipality  withdraw.  They  departed  by  the  same 
gate  of  the  cemeteiv  and  entered  the  house  opposite  the  church, 
to  draw  up  the  declaiabon  of  interment.  It  was  nearly  nine 
o'clock,  and  still  daylight  The  air  was  clear,  and  the  aureola 
of  luminous  \apoui  that  cronned  that  lovely  evening,  seemed 
delaying  tmd  ptolonging  the  farewell  of  tlie  sun. 

Two  sentinels  were  posted,  one  in  the  cemeteiy,  and  one  at 
the  entrance -gate,  to  prevent  any  person  from  attempting  to 
carry  off  the  body  of  Louis  XVII.  This  precaution  was  taken 
foe  two  or  three  nighta. 
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THE  CEMETERY  OF  SAINTE-MARGUERITE. 

TEIDAY,    IOtII  SlAIiCH,    1837. 


Kte  of  ihe  Darphin's  grsve  :  ilisputra  ou  tliiit  Bubjeet^— Letter  of  Abbe 
Eajnuud— I«w  of  the  iTtli  and  ISlh  Januarj,  1816~EoyiJ  edict- 
Letter  from  the  minister  of  genera!  police — Letter  from  the  prefect  of 
police — Depnsidon  of  the  gaidener  at  the  Laxembom'g— IMErencea  of 
opinion ;  doubt;  the  rojal  edict  is  not  carried  out — Pilgrimage  to  the 
cemeterj  of  Sainte-Mwguerite — Eeflectione. 


Fob  twenty  years  we  have  been  making  constant  incmiry  into 
eTerjthing  that  related  to  the  life  ajid  death  of  the  Dauphin, 
Bon  of  Louis  XVI.  Providence  vouchsafed  to  preserve  the 
Uvea  of  two  old  men  who  have  tlirown  a  gieat  deal  of  light  on 
oTir  investigations  and  who  ha\e  Inrniahed  ua  as  it  were,  with 
houily  bulletma  of  his  list  illness  We  would  wish  to  be 
enahlel  to  point  out  with  eqail  pitnitiion  the  turf  that  now 
covers  hio  moital  lemains  Unfortunately  however,  the  in- 
telligence which  was  our  guide  in  the  Temple  tower  foils  us 
when  we  come  to  the  cemetery  Almost  all  the  accounts  hitherto 
considered  as  genuine,  assert  that  tho  remains  of  the  young 
Prince  were  interred  in  the  common  trench.  Yet  Lasne 
always  affii-med  the  contrary  to  me,  with  the  emphasis  of  an 
honest  man,  who  has  very  distinctly  seen  all  that  he  has  seen, 
and  feels  himself  entitled  to  correct  an  erroneous  assertion. 
Ho  has  assured  me  that  the  coffin  of  Louia-Oharles  was  kid  in 
a  grave  by  itself,  at  a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  feet  from  the 
iiiclosure  End  from  the  school-house. 

Inwhatever  way  he  was  buried,  however.^br  himself,  or  in 
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re, — the  spot  at  least  is  exactly  and  indisputablj' 
known.  But  has  it  always  inclosed  the  burden  intrusted  to 
it?  This  is  the  question  that  arises,  and  we  cannot  answer  it 
with  eertaiaty. 

In  this  trying  perplexity,  it  becomes  our  duty  simply  to 
place  before  ouv  readers  the  various  information  we  have  re- 
ceived on  the  subject,  and  in  the  order  in  whioh  it  was  collected. 

The  first  document  that  reached  us  contradicting  the  decla- 
ration of  Lasne,  that  the  young  King  had  been  buried  in  a  grave 
by  himself,  was  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  us  in  the  year 
1837,  hy  the  Abbe  Eajnaud,  who  had  been  curate  of  Sainte- 
Margnerite  ever  since  1803  : 

"  Paris,  Tth  November,  I83T. 

"  Tou  do  me  the  honour  of  applying  to  me  for  information 
concerning  the  interment  of  Louis  XVII,  in  the  cemetery  of 
Sainte-Mai^erite,  Having  been  appointed  curate  of  this 
parish, — which  I  have  never  quitted  since, — in  the  year 
1803,  I  then  became  acijuainted  with  Pierre  Betrancourt,  com- 
monly called  Valentin,  who  had  been  sexton  here  from  twenty 
to  thirty  years,  and  with  the  herein  named  Decouflet,  for  a  long 
time  beadle  of  the  Quinze-Vingts.  The  details  which  I  am  about 
to  transmit  to  you,  were  given  me  by  these  two  persons,  whose 
testimony  deserves  credit  on  account  of  their  known  probity 
and  piety.  They  both  declared  to  mo,  that  the  Dauphin  was 
buried  in  the  common  trench,*  that  for  one  or  two  nights,  the 
cemetery  was  watched  by  the  police  and  by  the  militaiy ;  but 
that,  on  the  third  night,  being  relieved  from  their  presence, 
they  had  made  search  for  the  coffin,  and  easily  recognised  it 
by  a  mark  they  had  made  on  it  with  chalk  ;^  but  that,  in  order 

•  The  large  grave  into  which  the  victims  of  the  Eevolntion  were  cast. 
Abb£  Rajnaud  iAmiBtaken  in  making  Decouflet  afelloiF-wiirkman  of  Valen- 
tin'k.  It  will  be  seen  Inter  that  Decouflet  wss  not  present  at  ittheint^ment. 

f  DeconSet's  widow  siud  to  me,  that,  in  order  to  find  the  coffin  more 
eneily.  Valentin  perhapi  had  left  Ecme  sj)3i%  between  those  which  hail  been 
kid  there  bafiiro  and  those  which  followed  it.  (Mifjht  it  not  Lave  been 
tliie  precaution  tliat  gavo  rise  to  the  iilea  of  a  fiepai'ate  grave  ?) 
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to  make  still  more  sure,  they  had  raised  one  of  tho  boards  which 
had  been  badly  nailed  down,  and  had  seen  a  ohild's  head,  the 
ekull  of  which  had  been  opened  ;*  that  they  had  dug  another 
grave  beneath  the  cemetery  gate  that  looks  upon  the  chapel  of 
Saint-Vincent-de-Paul,  and  had  there  depoaited  the  young 
Prince's  coffin,  after  having  made  a  Maltese  cross  with  laths  of 
■wood  on  the  upper  plank  of  the  said  coffin, 

"I  repeat  that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  these  two 
persona  for  many  years,  and  never  entertained  a  doubt  of  their 
account  being  perfectly  true  ;  it  was  given,  besides,  at  a  period 
when  they  could  have  no  interested  motive  for  mis-tatement. 

"  Decouflet,  beadle  of  the  Quinze-Vingts,  died  on  the  4th 
October,  1824.  I  remember  that,  seven  or  eight  years  before, 
when  there  was  some  talk  of  digging  up  the  cemetery  to  search, 
M.  Quinet,  tho  worthy  vicar  of  Quinze-Vingts,  who  died  some 
years  ago  vicar  of  Saint-Ambroise,  had  Decouflet  called  to 
him,  and  said,  gravely  and  solemnly  :  '  Well  now,  Decouflet, 
it  is  no  jesting  matter  ;  mind  what  testimony  you  give,  for  you 
will  certainly  be  thrown  into  a  dungeon  if  you  do  not  speak  the 
trath.' 

"  '  I  have  said  it  for  these  twenty  years,  M.  le  Cure,  and  the 
search  they  are  going  to  make  will  prove  it.' 

"As  to  Valentin,  he  died  before  the  Eestoration,|  but  he 
was  so  firmly  convinced  that  a  time  would  como  when  a  search 
would  be  made  for  the  remains  of  the  royal  child,  that,  some 
hours  before  his  death,  he  said  to  his  wife  ;  '  One  day  jou  will 

*  I  mnarked  to  Deoouflet's  widoir,  that,  after  the  dissection,  Ihe 
bhild'B  head  hiul  be«it  covered  up  with  bandages,  which  reached  beWthe 
chin,  and  that,  thererore,  it  eould  not  have  been  passible  to  see  that  tho 
Bknllhttd  been  opened.  "Oh!  sir,"  replied  aho,  "the  cloth  ninat  have 
been  stained  nith  blood ;  besides,  perhapi  Valentin  lifted  it  ofE"  It  will  be 
observed  that  Deconflet's  widow  always  said  perhaps  ;  she  knew  nothing 
except  from  Decouflet,  who  liad  heard  nothing  except  from  Valendn. 

t  On  the  1th  June,  180D,  the  body  of  Pierre  B&lrancourt,  aged  wstj- 
two  jears,  of  No.  37  Eue  Saint-Bernard,  was  brought  to  the  church  of 
Siuiite-Marguerite. 
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receive  sometliing  handsome,  and  be  liappj ;  when  they  find  the 
Daupiin  again,  they  will  reward  me  in  yon  !' 

"  Thia,  sir,  is  the  infonnatioii  I  have  received  from  the 
fountain-head.  I  hasten  to  transmit  it  to  you,  because  you 
take  an  iatorest  in  it ;  but  I  also  transmit  it  with  confidence, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  of  unimpeaehable  veracity. 

"With  respect  to  the  measure  which  at  the  time  pre- 
vented the  search  ordered  hy  Louis  XVIII.,  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  motive  which  prompted  it.  It  was,  I  believe,  in  March  or 
April,  1818;  M.  Decazes,  minister  of  police,  bad  directed 
M,  Angles,  prefect  of  police,  to  institute  an  inquest,  in  order  to 
discover  the  remains  of  the  young  King.  The  day  had  been 
fixed  for  that  ceremony,  and  notice  had  been  giveu  to  M. 
Dubois,  vicar  of  Sainte-Marguerite.  We  were  all  there  at  the 
appointed  hour,  with  alb,  and  stole,  and  surplice,  and  the  cross 
at  our  head,  waiting  for  the  delegate  of  the  minister  of  police, 
who  was  to  preside  over  this  inquest.  He  never  came.  After 
several  hours'  waiting,  we  received  a  message  from  M.  Angles, 
stating  that  it  was  expedient  to  defer  this  operation.  We  were 
vexed  at  the  order ;  poor  Decouflet  himself  was  much  disap- 
pointed, for  the  moment  was  just  approaching  when  he  was  to 
see  his  assertions  verified  ind  his  zeal  rewarded.  It  appears 
that  some  witn  s  f   1     burial  did  not  exactly  agree  as  to 

the  spot  wh  u  T  d    aud  perhaps  the  decision  which 

uullifiea  the     fC         f    1  al  order  is  to  be  attributed  en- 

tirely to  theii  n  d  y  pmions.  But  no  one  couM  have 
been  better  nf  m  d  a  la  subject  than  Valentin  and  De- 
couflet, who  had  never  lelt  the  place,  and  their  testimony  ought 
to  have  been  l^tened  to. 

"Eainaub,  Curate." 

Prior  to  the  royal  order  mentioned  by  M.  Eaynaud,  the 
two  Chambers  had,  on  the  motion  of  Chateaubriand,  inserted, 
on  the  17th  and  18th  January,  1816,  a  clause  in  the  following 
terms,  in  a  law  relating  to  the  expiatory  measui-es  of  the  31st 
January  :— 
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"  "^~~  Monumcms  decreed,  "  ^~ 

"  There  shall  also  be  a  monument  erected,  in  the  name  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  nation,  to  the  memory  of  Louis  XVII., 
of  the  Queen,  Marie  Antoinette,  and  of  Madame  Elizabeth."* 

It  was  with  the  intention  of  canning  out  this  law  that  the 
King,  Louis  XVIII.,  gave  orders  for  search  to  be  made  after 

•  In  consequoniie  of  iJiia,  two  royal  ordinances,  dated  19th  Januniy  and 
lith  February,  1816,  prescribed  tlie  completion  of  tbo  church  of  La 
Madelme,  in  the  Panbonrg  Saint-HonoiS,  in  order  to  the  placing  there  of 
the  expiatory  monuments  voted  by  the  Chambers.  Lemot,  a  celebrated 
soulptor,  waa  intrusted  with  the  axeeution  of  Louis  XVII.'s  maasoleum. 

Ou  the  8th  Jnne  lollowiog,  the  anniversary  of  that  Prince's  death, 
Tiolier,  engraver-general  of  coins,  presented  to  Louis  XVJIL  and  the 
royal  foniily  tno  medals,  struck  at  the  Hdiel-de-Faris,  and  consecrated  to 
the  memory  of  the  royal  child.  On  the  ground  of  each  is  the  portrait  of  the 
joung  King,  with  this  iBBcription  ;  "LOTiOT.  STII.  D,  a.  FRANC.  ET  NAT. 
BEX."  On  the  reverse  of  one  is  the  fatal  dale  »hich  made  him  at  once  an 
orphan  and  a  Kmg:  "xxi  januakii.  MDCCluaaLiII,'"  entwined  with  a 
martyr's  palm  and  cypress ;  on  the  reverse  of  tJie  other  medal  is  repi'e- 
Bentedally  broken  by  the  storm,  with  the  legend :  "OEcmiT  utflos," 
and  this  m&riptiol         TIIL  JCNII  MDCCXCV." 

soma  biographers  have  made  mention  of  an  inscription  composed  liy 
M  Belloo  f  r  the  mauaoleum  of  Lcuis  XVIL  Wa  give  it  here  a  place  j 
thi.  monu  n  nt   ^  af  ns\  er  executed  : 

Memoriie.  et.  cineribvs 

LTJDOVICJ.  XVII 

parentibvs  sanctissimis 

infando    finere     orbatvm 

nillas   non    ^rimnas    pcrpessvm 

in   ipiio   fere   vitie    limine   mors,  svstvlil 

die   Till   Jiniu  an   M   Dec   I.KSXXT 

Vuit  annie.  X.  mensibvs  ii  diebrs.  ZU 

Lvdovjci  B    sviii 

fratni    filio    dvlcissimo 

BC  svpra.  ietatis    modvnu  pientisstmo 

Stive  an  ma  innoeens 

qvce   ce^    avrevm    Gallite    =idvs 

bcato  spatiaiis.  polo 

rolens.  Iianc    painam.  domvmque    Boibonidvni 

plucido   Ivmine.  intietor 
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tJie  mortal  remains  of  the  Eing,  liia  nephew,  in  the  month  of 
February,  1816.  A  few  daja  afterwards,  the  minister  o£ 
general  police  wrote  as  follows  to  M,  Angles,  prefect  of  police  '• 

Paris,  1st  March,  1816. 
"  Monsieur  le  Comte, 

"  His  Majesty,  by  his  ordinance  of  the  14th  Fehruaiy,  has 
decided  on  the  site  to  he  occupied  by  the  religious  monument 
that  is  to  he  erected  to  the  memory  of  Louis  XYII. 

"  It  is  now  essential,  and  I  have  already  called  your  sxten 
tion  to  this  subject,  to  discover  the  precious  remains  of  that 
illustrious  victim  of  the  Revolution,  It  is  well  known  that  the 
young  King  was  interred  in  the  cemetery  of  Sainte  Marguerite, 
Fauhout^  Saint- Antoino,  in  presence  of  two  civic  commisaaiies 
and  the  police  commissary  of  the  Temple  section,  on  the  8th 
June,  1795. 

"  The  young  King  is  to  be  laid  in  Sdnt-Dems  I  desue 
you  will  give  me  an  account  of  the  exact  measuies  you  have 
taken  in  order  to  attain  this  end,  and  of  their  results 

"  It  will  be  essential,  if  the  precaution  has  not  ilieidy  been 
taken,  to  summon  the  commissaries  and  othei  peibons  who 
must  have  been  present  at  the  burial. 

"Accept,  &e., 

"  C.  Deoazes, 
"  The  minister  of  general  police." 

The  prefect  of  police  answered  the  minister  as  follows : 

"  Paris,  1st  Jime,  1S16. 
"  Monsieur  le  Comte, 
"  On  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter,  I  directed  two  police 
Petit  and  Simon,  to  gain,  in  the  first 


instance,  all  the  information  he  was  capable  of  giving  on  the 
subject  from  M.  Dusser,  ex-commissary  of  the  Temple  section, 
■who  "Kas  present  iu  that  capacity  at  the  interment  of  the  young 
monuch. 
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Locaiily  of  the  grave. 

"  The  result  of  the  informalion  obtained  from  him  hj  the 
commissaiies  was,  tliat  Voiain,  now  an  old  man.  of  seventy-five, 
and  an  inmate  of  the  Hospice  de  Bicgtre,  was,  at  the  period  of 
the  death  of  Louis  XVII.,  guide  to  the  funeral  processiojis 
of  the  parish  of  Sainte-Marguerite,  in  the  cemetery  of  which 
the  Prince  was  interred,  and  that,  consecLuently,  he  might  he 
able  to  furnish  them  with  information  respecting  the  exact 
spot. 

"  MM.  Simon  and  Petit  interrogated  this  man  accord- 
ingly, and  drew  from  Hm  some  details,  which  put  them  ia  the 
way  of  establishing  a  system  of  regular  information.  He  as- 
serted that,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  that  melmeiiuiy 
ceremony,  he  had  dug  a  single  grave,  in  which  the  bod^  of  the 
King  was  laid  ;  and  having  gone  to  the  cemetery  acwmpamed 
b     ]V  M    S  dp         he  traced  out  a  space  of  gtound 

h  wh  b  a  p  b  is  feet,  the  Kmg's  coftin  should, 
dmg  m  b         nd      ade  of  white  wood,  and  having  at 

h     h    d  and  r  D,  which  he  bad  written  with 

T  mm       n  saw  Bureau,  gate-keeper  of  the 

aid  w  gbt  years  ;  he  afiirmed  that,  on  the 

m  m    g  795,  Voisin  bad  asked  bim  for  a 

cofB  g       ai       bat  in  the  course  of  the  day  he 

had  learned  that  it  was  for  the  Prince,  then  called  the  Dauphin. 
He  states  that  Voisin  had  not  dug  any  private  grave,  and  that 
the  minutes  of  tbo  burial  in  the  common  trench  were  written 
in  the  parochial  residence. 

"  Pursuing  their  inquiries,  the  commissaries  learned  from 
the  present  vicar  of  Sainte-Mai^uerite  that  a  grave  digger, 
named  Betrancourt,  commonly  called  Valentm,  whose  widow 
was  still  alive,  had  taken  the  body  of  the  young  Prince  out  of 
the  common  trench,  and  had  interred  it  in  a  grave  by  itself. 

"  The  widow  of  this  man  was  asked  if  she  could  give  any 
information  respecting  the  exact  spot  of  the  burial,  by  confirm- 
ing what  the  vicar  had  said ;  she  directed  them  to  a  friend  of 
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her  deceased  husband,  named  Decouflet,  beadle  of  the  pariah 
of  Quinze-Vingts,  to  whom  they  addressed  tiieir  inquiries ;  he 
declared  that  Betrancourt,  commonly  called  Valentin,  had 
once,  while  he  was  digging  a  grave  in  the  cemetery  of  Sainte- 
Mai^erite,  in  the  year  1802,  directed  big  attention  to  a  place 
near  the  pillar  on  the  left  of  the  church,  from  which  he  re- 
moved about  two  feet  of  earth  ;  this  laid  hare  a  etone  of  tha 
foundation  ivaU  of  the  church,  ob  which  was  a  cross,  Bfetrdn- 
court  added,  that  some  day  there  would  be  a  moaument  raised 
there,  '  For,'  said  he,  '  the  Dauphin's  eolHn  lies  beneath.' 

"  From  all  the  information  obtained  from  these  different 
persons,  and  inserted  in  the  minutes  drawn  up  by  the  commis- 
saries, it  appears  that,  on  the  24th  Prairial,  §rd  year  (13th 
Tune  1795)"  the  mcrtal  remains  of  his  Majesty  Lous  M  IJ 
inclosed  m  a  coffin  ot  white  wood  four  iett  and  a  half  lo 
length  were  cainec!  fiom  the  Temple  to  the  Lometeiy  o£ 
&ai  ite  Maiguerite  at  about  nin?  o  clocL.  at  night  and  laid  in 
the  gieat  common  tioi  ch  that  t!  e  n  nutes  of  tl  is  ceiem  j 
weie  drawn  up  at  tl  e  jaiochial  rea  de  ce  by  M  Gille  then  a 
police  commissaiy  that  it  is  piolable  the  lody  vii*,  lomoved 
fioii  the  common  treni-h  that  this  operation  wa^  peiformed 
n  secret  m  the  CO  irse  o  ii«  san  e  night  or  of  the  nest  by 
^  oisin  0  Valentn  it  by  the  latter  that  the  ashes  cf  tha 
JO  ig  Ivin^  lepose  beneath  the  left  pillat  of  the  chiicb  dooi 
03  no  enters  the  cemetery  if  b>  the  formei  that  the  gra^a 
where  he  was  laid  alone  may  be  found  within  the  space  desig- 
nated by  Voisin,  to  the  left  of  the  cross  that  rises  in  the  middle 
of  the  cemetery,  as  seen  by  a  person  having  his  back  to  the 
church, 

"  The  commissaries  who  have  made  the  inquest  incline  to 

-  It  was  on  tha  SSiid  Prairial  (lOtli  Juue),  lliat  the  fiineral  took  place, 
and  not  on  the  Stii  June,  as  lias  becin  juRt  before  stated  in  the  letter  of  the 
minister  of  police,  nor  on  the  24th  Pi'airial,  aa  it  is  here  asserted  by  the 
prefect  of  police.  Errors  in  the  dates  oiten  occur,  even  in  ofBoial  doen- 
nicnts.  When  accounts  ore  contradictory,  it  reqwtes  aome  trouble  to 
arrive  at  the  truth. 
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LocaliljofHiogrn^e. 

the  belief  tliat,  if  the  remains  of  the  young  King  have  not  been 
confounded  with  other  dead  hodies,  they  are  most  probably  in 
the  place  pointed  out  by  widow  Betraiicourt,  or  Valentin,  and 
Decouflet. 

"  The  above  are  the  measures  taken  by  me,  in  order  to 
carry  out  your  excellency's  viewB,  and  obey  his  Majesty's 
wishes  ;  and  such  tho  state  of  the  researches,  and  the  results 
they  have  produced,  in  furtherance  of  the  efforts  to  recover  the 
mortal  remains  of  that  unfortunate  young  King,  Louis  XVII.* 

"  I  beg  jour  excellency  to  aecopt,  &c. 

"  CoMTE  Akgles. 
"  The  minister  of  state,  prefect  of  police." 

•Although  the  above  letter  of  the  prefect  of  police  repeats  eiaotlj  all 
tJie  inftmnation  obtained  foe  Wm  by  Ma  eommiBSaries,  we  think  it  expe- 
dient to  give  the  whole  of  their  reoort,  in  order  tJiat  none  of  Uio  documents 
concerning  this  melancholj  affair  may  be  wanting. 

"Eeplj  respecting  the  precious  remains  ofLoaiB  XVII. 
"  To  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State,  Prefect  of  Police. 
"  Monaejgiieur, 

"By  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  you  directed  us  to 
proceed  to  an  osaminatjon  of  MM.  Dusser  (ex-poljee  commissarj),  Voisin, 
and  others,  which  might  lead  to  the  discovery  of  the  remains  of  the  ua- 
fbrlonate  joiuig  monarcli,  Louis  XVII.,  who  died  at  tlie  Temple  in  the 
year  IWfi. 

"Having  been  honoured  with  so  important  a  mission,  wohfiva  neglected 
nothing  that  could  contribute  to  its  success ;  though  we  cannot  venture 
to  fliitter  ourselves  that  our  discoveries  nill  ultimately  satisfy  the  just 
impatience  of  ill!  good  Frenchmen. 

"In  order  to  follow  the  course  prescribed  by  jonr  Eieellency,  we  re- 
pared  in  flK  first  instacce  to  M.  Dussor,  ex-police  commissary  of  the 
Temple  section,  who  had  conducted  the  interment ;  ailer  which  we  sought 
out  the  reaidenoa  of  MM.  Biard  and  Goddet,  civic  cwnmissaries  of  the 
same  section,  ivho  had  been  his  assistants ;  and  lastly  we  inten'ogated 
Voisin,  who,  in  his  capacity  of  guide  to' the  funeval  processions,  had  been 
occupied  in  all  the  matter-of-fact  operations  of  this  sad  ceremony. 

"M.  Dasaer  states  that  he  gave  a  more  striking  character  to  (he 
funeral  procession  than  was  consistent  with  his  own  personal  safety,  and 
that,  contrary  to  the  directions  of  the  authorities,  be  had  a  separate 
grave  dag ;  yet  he  afBrmg  at  thesome  Ijme  that  he  could  not  at  all  pcjnt 
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Tiius,  as  is  proved  bj  this  letter  and  the  minutes,  of  which 
it  contains  tke  import,  even  those  who  witnessed  the  interment 

out  even  wlieroaboiita  the  said  grave  nss  opened.  IIoiv  are  ne  to  recon- 
cile this  want  of  memory  witli  the  feelings  M.  Duaaer  must  have  had  to 
induce  him  ta  perform  for  the  King's  ante  a  duty  tvhich,  according^  to  his 
own  acconnt,  migfht  have  endangered  his  life  ? 

"  Voiain,  an  old  man  of  seventj-five,  now  an  inhabitant  of  Uie  Hospice 
de  BieStre,  declares  that  it  was  he  who  caused  the  procesaioD  to  pass  out 
by  the  great  gate,  instead  of  the  iittle  one,  as  wa^  wished ;  that,  on  its 
reaching  tlie  cemetery  of  Sainte-Marguerite,  the  body  was  hud  by  him  in 
a  separate  grave  which  he  had  dug  with  hia  own  hands  that  morning ; 
and,  liaving  been  talcen  to  the  cemetery,  he  traced  out  for  as  a  space  of 
ground  about  ten  feet  long  hy  twelve  broad,  within  winch,  by  hisaccount, 
the  young  King's  coffin  lies,  at  a  depth  of  sis  feet,  mode  of  white  wood  and 
having  the  letter  D  at  the  head  and  feet,  written  on  it  by  himself  with 
charcoal. 

"  The  gate-beepcr  of  the  cemetery,  Bureau,  who  has  filled  that  situa- 
tion for  twenty-eight  years,  asserted  that  Voisin  came  lu  him  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  June  1795,  to  ask  him  for  a  coffin  for  a  young  giil, 
and  tliatheprovided  him  with  one,  of  four  feet  and  a-half  in  length ;  that, 
in  the  coarse  of  the  day,  he  had  reason  to  feel  convinced  it  naa  dcatined  to 
receive  the  young  Prince,  who  was  then  called  the  Dauphin ;  that  iha 
procession  arrived  at  nearly  nine  o'clock  that  evening,  and  he  made  it 
pass  throngh  the  church ;  that  they  went  and  laid  the  body  in  the  common 
trench ;  that  he  saw  this  himself;  that  there  were  no  separate  graves  dug 
then,  and  that  it  was  even  espresely  prohibited  to  open  any  at  that  lime  j 
that  the  minutes  of  the  burial  were  drawn  up  afterwards  in  the  parochial 
residcnni  by  (Jille,  tlien  policc'commtssary  of  the  Montreuil  section,  and 
eigntid  by  M.  Dusser  and  other  fimctionanes  both  civic  and  military. 

"Avery  animated  discussion  arose  in  our  presencei  at  the  cemetery, 
between  Voisin  and  the  aaid  Bureau :  both  became  exceedingly  warm  on 
the  subject ;  the  former  maintainmg  that  he  had  dug  a  aeparate  grave  in 
the  pkee  he  pointed  out,  and  the  other  denying  that  he  had,  or  ever 
could  by  any  possibility  have  done  so. 

"  We  put  an  end  to  the  debate  by  sending  Voisin  away,  and  went  with 
Bureau  to  the  house  of  the  v'wai  of  Sainle-Morguerite,  who,  according  to 
the  gate-keeper,  had  been  inSjrmed  as  to  the  particular  spot  in  the  ceme- 
tei7  where  the  body  of  Louis  XVIL  had  been  laid,  after  it  bad  been 
privately  withdrawn  from  the  common  trench. 

"The  vicar  laid  us  he  had  collected  eome  intelligence  with  respect 
to  this  affair,  of  which  he  had  spoken  to  the  King,  Madame  la  Buchessa 
d'AngoulSme  and  Madame  la  Marquise  de  Tourzel ;  and  he  suggested  to 
us  that  a  gravedigger,  surnamed  Valentin,  who  had  been  dead  several 
years,  had  withdrawn  the  body  of  the  young  Frlnee  from  the  common 
trench,  and  had  buried  it  in  a  particular  spot,  which  he  hoped  to  KCOgniM 
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of  the  month  of  June,  1795,  were  far  from  agreeing  in  their 
account  of  the  transaotion  in  March,  1816.    Voiain  and  Duaser 

again  ;  and  iliat  he  shonld  wait  for  orders  from  hiu  superiors  to  make  such 
use  of  these  data  as  miglit  he  jiiilged  expedient. 

' '  Wa  could  not  neglect  tliis  intelligeneo,  and  we  therefore  examined 
the  widow  of  the  gravedigger,  Tiene  Bfittaneourt,  Bumamed  Valentin, 
who  had  been  firmly  atfached  to  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons,  and  was  a  man 
of  prudence  and  courage,  and  quite  capable  of  exposing  himself  to  danger, 
rather  than  enter  the  joung  Prince's  remains  to  ba  so  shamefully  oon- 
ftionded  with  the  other  dead  bodies. 

"According  to  the  declaration  of  B^traiicourt's  widow,  her  husband 
had  collided  to  her  that,  on  'Che  same  night  in  which  he  was  buried,  or 
on  the  next  (she  is  not  sure  which),  he  had  removed  the  body  of  the 
young  monarch,  and  laid  it  in  a  grave  dug  partly  m  the  foundation 
irall  and  partly  in  the  cemetery,  to  the  left  of  the  church  door,  on  the 
same  side  with  the  sacrament  j  altar,  but  that  her  husband  had  not 
Bhown  her  the  esict  spot ;  that  there  was  but  one  man  to  whom  he  had 
pointed  it  out,  and  that  this  man  was  named  Decouflet,  beadle  of  the 
parish  of  the  Quinze-Vingts. 

"  We  rcpmred  to  the  house  of  Decouflet,  and  asked  him  to  aeoompany 
ua  to  the  cemetery  of  Sainte-Marguerite ;  there  he  declared  to  us  that 
he  hail  formerly  been  porter  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Antoine,  that  his  atfach- 
ment  to  tlie  Bourbon  family  and  his  ayoeatioiis  had  connected  him  on 
terms  of  intimacy  with  the  late  BStraneourti  that,  being  with  him  in 
the  cemetery  one  day,  in  March,  1803,  his&iendbeingat  worlsinthegrave 
of  the  lale  M.  Colin,  sohooimaster  of  Picpns,  dug  away  about  two  feet  of 
earth  near  that  grare,  along  the  pillar  of  the  church-door,  to  the  left  as 
yon  enter  the  cemetery,  and  thus  laid  liare  a  stone  of  the  foundation-wall 
of  about  a  Soot  and  a-half  square ;  that  he  pointed  out  to  him  a  cross  on 
the  surface  of  two  or  tluree  inches  in  length,  which  looked  aa  if  it  had  been 
made  with  a  liammer;  and  that  he  then  said  to  him:  "You  see  this 
place  ;  they  will  raise  a  monument  here  some  day,  lor  the  Dauphin's 
cofiio  lies  beneath."  He  added  that  he  had  taken  it  cot  from  the  common 
tfench,  and  had  placed  it  in  that  spot.  M.  Decouflet  does  not  exactly 
recollect  whether  it  was  done  on  the  night  of  the  bnrial,  or  on  the  next 
night ;  Ibat  bis  friend  recommended  him  not  to  tell  anyone  about  it  for  Iha 
sake  of  their  own  security,  and  that  ho  did  not  mention  it  until  after  the 
return  of  his  Majesty,  Louis  XVIIL 

"  The  result  of  oor  inqotties,  inserted  in  the  sulgoined  report  is,  that 
on  the  a^th  PrairiiJ,  3rd  year  (12th  June,  UOS),  tlie  mratal  remains  of 
his  Mnjesty,  Louis  XVII.,  inclosed  in  a  coffin  of  white-wood,  four  feet  in 
lenclh,  weie  conveyed  from  the  Temple  to  the  cemefery  of  Sainte-Mar- 
guerite, at  nearly  nine  o'clock  in  tiie  evening,  and  laid  in  the  great 
common  trench ;  that  the  minutes  of  the  said  ceremony  were  drawn  up 
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affirmed,  as  did  Lasoe,  that  a  separate  grave  had  been  selectod ; 
Bureau,  Valentin,  aiad  all  the  other  witnesses  point  out  the 
a  trench.* 


by  Oille,  then  poHce-ootomissarj  of  the  Montwdl  seetion,  conjointly  with 
M.  DiiBser  and  other  functionariea,  at  the  parochial  residence ;  that  it 
Bppenra  probable  that  the  hody  was  withdrawn  ftom  the  common  trench ; 
tliat  tliis  operation  was  psrformed  in  secret  on  that  night  or  the  neit ; 
thatthislaatrervicaofa  dutiful  subject  was  rendered  to  the  young  monarch 
by  file  late  B^trancourt  or  by  Voisin :  that  if  by  Betrancoorl,  Ihe  spot 
consecrated  to  receive  the  reliea  of  Louis  XYII.  is  lieneatb  the  pillar  of 
the  church  door,  on  the  lell  as  you  enter  the  cemetery ;  that  if  by  Voisin, 
the  separate  grave  may  he  discovered  irithin  the  space  he  pointed  out  on 
the  left  of  the  cross  erected  in  Uie  middle  of  the  cemetery,  the  church 
heing  at  the  back  of  the  spectator;  that,  notwithstanding,  it  is  more 
prolmble  that  the  grave  was  dug  hy  Bfetrancom't,  for  tliat  the  opinions  of 
the  man,  toj;;ether  with  his  devodon  to  tlie  Bourbon  family,  might  have 
prompted  him  to  this  generous  deed ;  that  M.  Dnsser  scarcely  coutd,  under 
the  oircumstaneeB  in  which  he  acted,  venture  to  act  openly  m  the  pi'enence 
of  a  great  number  of  persons,  so  as  to  have  the  hody  of  the  young  monarch 
laid  in  a  aeparole  grave ;  thi;t  1'  this  step  had  taken  place,  as  he  affirms, 
ill  public,  there  would  have  been  witnessei  enough  in  the  last  two  years 
who  would  have  joined  in  proving  so  desirable  a  oircutnstanoe. 

"  We  incline  to  think  that  if  the  remains  of  ihe  yonng  King  have  not 
been  confounded  with  those  of  the  other  dead  bodies,  they  will  probably 
be  found  in  the  place  pointed  out  by  Uecouflet  and  the  widow  Bitrancourt  i 
but,  should  no  trace  of  them  be  discovered  in  the  latter  spot,  tlien  (he 
assertion  of  Voisin  should  be  verified. 

"  MM.  Biard  and  Goddetcouid  not  be  consulted,  because  the  former  died 
at  hia  residence  Eue  Chariot ;  a  d  th  t  tt  h  e  son  keeps  a  cute 
m  the  Rue  Itivoli,  has  retu^d  to  Lo   I  P    y  su   Enre. 

"These,  Monseignenr,  are  the  co    1  t    h  h  we  have  arrived, 

after  the  reiterated  efforts  we  ha      m  d  ou    reception  of  your 

"If  we  have  not  sncceededing  gp  f  f  erring  discernment, 
al  least  it  is  enough  for  ns  to  have  be  hi  d  f    d  play  oitr  anxiety  to 

please  jou,  and  our  devotedncsa  tot!        on     fam  ly    fthe  Bourbons. 
' '  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,, 
"  Simon. 
"  Petit. 
"  The  poltce-cominissaries  of  the  Hetel-dc-Ville  and  lemple  districts. 
"  Paris,  ISth  March  1816." 
•  At  the  period  of  the  Restoration,  M.  Dusser  claimed  to  be  bad  in 
remembrance  Sw  his  conduct  on  this  occasion.    We  think  it  e:!pedient  lo 
reproduce,  in  this  place,  the  petition  addressed  by  him  to  the  Toyal  govorn- 
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This  is  not  all ;  some  voices  were  raised,  saying  that  the 
proceaaioa  and  obsequies  of  Louis  XVII.,  in  the  cemetery  of 

laeni  in  NoTemljer,  1811;  it  givcB  ua  some  details  reiatire  to  the  Dauphin's 
funeral,  but  we  must  observe  that  tliia  document  ought  to  bo  read  wilh 
caution,  ns  it  tiears  some  analogy  to  the  report  of  Haimand  (of  the  Meuao). 
If  this  latter  had  a  prefecture  to  lieep,  the  otlier  had  fhe  situation  of  a 
police-eomniissary  to  gain,  and  the  private  yievis  of  the  petitioner  eierciso 
a  retro-aetive  inHuence  on  the  account  given  by  the  official  witness  of  the 
obsequies  of  the  Prince.     The  paper  is  an  follows : 

"ArcHveaoftlieHotel-de-Ville,  ease  for  applicaKons  E>r  the 

situation  of  pDlice-commissiir;. 

"Extract  of  a  memoir  from  M.  Dusser  to  be  included  in  the  wganizataon 

of  the  police  force,  Hovember,  1811. 

1  1 

"  On  the  91th  Prairial,  3  d  j  ar   I  w     oommandel  by  h  ra  ttee 

of  general  safety  to  repair  t  th  '''  pi  tawcr,  in  d  to  t  t 
officially  the  decease  of  th  y  g  d  oeent  vietini  h  h  d  ]  t 
expired.  I  was  also  direct  dlo  rapen  i  d  hie  burial  at  th  m  t  y  f 
Sninte-Marguerite,  Fouboug  S     t  A  to   e. 

"This  mournful  oerem    y  1  ad    tt  acted      great  cone  f  p    pl 

before  the  palaoe^te  of  th   T  mpl        d  tw     wished  that  th   b  dy  fth 
unfortunate  child  should  pass  out  without  any  ceremony  by      1  ttl    d 
which  opened  int«  the  Temple  inelosure.  I  alone  opposed  th      m  eemly 
measure,  and  the  tiineral,  in  consequence,  went  out  by  th    gr    t  g  t 
The  compassion  and  sorrow  of  the  public,  which  it  liad  bee  bj    t 

to  avoid,  were  depicted  in  every  face ;  but,  as  I  had  foreseen,  there  was  no 
disturbance  at  aU. 

"  When  we  reached  the  place  of  burial,  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  order 
that  the  child  should  be  interred  in  a  separate  grave,  and  not  in  the  com- 
mon trench ;  and  this  order  was  put  in  execution,  in  presence  of  MM, 
Biard  and  Goddel,  members  of  the  civic  oommittea  of  the  Temple  section, 
who  were  under  the  dominion  of  the  same  sentiments  with  myself. 
That  very  evening  I  was  sent  for  by  the  committee  of  general  safety, 
to  give  an  account  of  ray  oonduot.  Most  of  the  members  of  the  said 
committee  were  furious  against  me.  The  severest  measures  were  proposed 
— tlmt  is  to  say,  my  arrest  as  a  royalist,  and  arraignment  before  fhe  revo- 
lutionary tribunal ;  bnt,  fortunately  for  mo  Louis,  member  the  Baa-Rliin 
with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  having  undertalien  mj  defence  and  quieted  his 
colleagues,  I  was  sent  back  to  my  post,  with  injunctions  to  beliave  far 
ditferenti  J  fbr  the  future,  under  pain  of  rigorous  punishment." 

Pierre  Dusser,  police-commissary  of  the  Tompio  division,  aisth  muni- 
cipal circuit  of  Palis,  was  called  upon,  in  that  capacity,  to  give  an  official 
report  of  the  death  of  Pichcgru  in  1801.  Ho  was  at  that  time  18  years 
old,  and  lived  at  Ko.  SO  Boulevard  du  Temple. 
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CharpeDtier's  atscouiit  of  Ihc  grave, 

SainW-Mai^erite,  were  only  a  feint,  and  that  bis  remains  were 
really  buried  at  the  foot  of  the  tewer  where  his  deplorahle 
destiny  was  fulfilled. 

Then  came  another  deposition,  which  claahed  strangely 
with  all  the  preceding  assertions.  On  the  11th  June,  1816, 
M.  Louis-Antoine  Charpentier,  head  gardener  of  the  Lusem- 
boui^  palaoe,  presented  himself  at  the  prefecture  of  police,  in 
oonsec[uence  of  a  eummona  to  that  effect,  and  there  made  the 
following  declaration : 

"On  the  25th  Prairial,  3rd  year,  at  about  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  a  person  made  his  appearance  at  my  residence, 
having  been  sent  from  the  revolutionary  committee  of  tho 
Luxembourg  section,  and  desired  me  to  repair  to  the  committee 
instantly,  which  I  did;  there  a  member  gave  me  orders  to 
return  the  same  night  at  ten  o'clock,  and  to  bring  two  of  my 
workmen  with  me,  as  well  as  a  pick-ase  and  a  shovel.*  At- the 
appointed  hour  we  were  all  three  at  the  committee,  where, 
after  having  waited  till  eleven  o'clock,  a  member  with  his  scarf 
on,  without  giving  us  any  explanation,  made  us  get  into  a 
hackney-coach,  which  took  us  to  the  end  of  the  Rue  du  Jardin- 
deS'Plantea  ;  there  he  told  us  to  alight  and  accompany  him  on 
foot  as  far  as  the  cemetery  of  Olamart,  still  keeping  perfectly 
silent.  Here  I  ought  to  observe  that  the  whole  proceeding 
seemed  wrapped  in  impenetrable  mystery.  The  carriage  in 
which  we  left  the  committee  was  neither  preceded  nor  followed 
by  any  escort  whatsoever. 

"  When  we  reached  the  cemetery  (it  was  half  past  eleven 
o'clock),  the  person  under  whose  guidance  we  had  started  first 
sent  away  a  man  who  had  opened  the  gate  for  us,  and  appeared 

•  The  two  workmen  were  termce-raakers,  ani  their  names ; 
iBt,  Churlea,  between  60  .ind  60  years  of  age,  living  at  Gros-'iaillou. 
Slid,  Le  Boux,  aged  65  or  66  jears,  reaidin?  in  the  Rue  MouiFelard. 
M.  Charpentier  was  never  at:qualnted  with  them,  in  any  way,  at  all  mora 
Biaot  and  ciroumstantiaL 

(Taken,  from  the  Aruhivea  of  the  Prefecture  of  Police.) 
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to  have  his  dwelling  in  the  eemetery.  He  then  bade  us,  1 
mean  the  two  workmen  and  myself,  come  forward  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  entrance,  to  a  distance  of  only  eight  or  ten  feet. 
Then  he  toM  us  that  we  were  to  dig  a  grave  at  that  place, 
three  feet  wide  by  six  long,  and  six  feet  deep.  We  conformed 
to  these  directions,  at  least  as  to  the  width,  but  as  two  work- 
men could  not  work  together  in  a  space  of  six  feet  we  were 
obliged  to  give  the  grave  a  length  of  eight  feet.  At  length 
we  reached  a  depth  of  about  sis  or  eight  feet,  when  wo 
heard  the  sound  of  a  carriage  arriving.  At  the  same  moment 
we  were  desired  to  leave  off  working,  the  cemetery  gate  waa 
opened,  and  we  saw  three  members  of  the  revolutionary  com- 
mittee, wearing  their  scarfs,  like  the  one  with  whom  we  had 
come,  alight.  We  could  each  observe  at  the  same  time  a 
cofBn,  of  about  eight  or  ten  inches  wide,  and  four  and  a-half 
feet  long,  which  the  members  of  the  committee,  with  the 
assistajice  of  the  coachman,  lifted  out  themselves,  and  laid 
down  at  the  "    h       m       y     f  ch  I  and  my 

workmen  mere  f  h   b  n  I  gt       d      H  we ver,  shortly 

aftei^mtds  we  Hid  1  d   to  observe 

that,  during  t  1    f  bs  h       ffin  had  been 

let  dowtt  mt      h  d     1  d    ver  with  five 

01  SIX  inches    f        1       "ft  Id        d  to  fill  up  the 

graTe,  and,  wh       1       j  ra  mpl       to  rample  on  the 

surface  with  all  mh'Rcotddfml  ese  directions, 
that  the  objec  Id         lea         f  j    sible,  all  trace 

of  the  soil  having  been  newly  turned  up  in  that  place. 

"  All  being  now  over  as  far  as  we  were  concerned,  we  were 
most  strictly  enjoined  to  be  silent  respecting  the  operation  in 
which  we  had  taken  a  sliare.  We  were  even  told,  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  whichever  of  us  should  commit  the  least  indiscretion 
would  ceitainly  be  sought  out  and  punished  Lastly,  an  assig- 
nat  for  ten  francs  was  given  to  each  of  my  workmen ;  as  for  me, 
1  was  promised  a  reward,  which  I  took  care,  for  many  reasons, 
not  to  demand,  especially  after  hearing  one  of  the  members  of 
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Charpentier'!  narralive. 

the  committee  say,  laughing,  'Little  Capet  will  huve  a  long 
waj  to  go  f  0  find  li'a  family  f^ain ' ' 

When  he  wis  inteirogated  as  ta  'fthethei  I  f  hid  not 
foimetij  perceived  the  importance  and  mteiest  of  such  i 
decKration  so  neirly  toiicbiug  the  loval  familv  of  the  Bour 
boiis  and  whether  he  had  ever  taken  any  stcja  with  thiit 
object  Ch<irpentier  replied  that  towwds  the  month  of  Decern 
tier  iai4  he  hai  spoken  of  it  to  Madame  li  M-irjuis  \e 
&0UOT  who  was  to  have  mentioned  it  to  hei  Roval  Hi^hi  ess 
Madame  la  Duchesae  dAigouleme  hut  thit  amce  then  he 
bad  h  aid       m        h    t  t    th  t      b  1 1   th    m    tl     f 


Other  testimonies  arrived,    some  agreeing  with   that    of 
B^trancourt'a  widow  and  Decoiiflet,f  and  others  denying  all 

*  Madame  Dernault  reeuled  at  tliat  tims  in  the  Hue  Neuve-Sainte- 
Genevi&ve. 

+  We  will  now  give  a  fragment  of  a  letter  whiiih  appears  to  ua  to  be 
stamped  with  a  eertniii  character  of  truth : 

"  To  his  Exeellercy  Monaeigneur  le   Comte  Decazes,   aeorttarj   of 
state  aiid  minister  of  the  dqmrtment  of  general  police. 
"  MOBSBIGKEUB, 

"On  the  9tli  Januttiy,  1804  (other iviae  the  18th  NivSae,  12th  year  of 
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\am  ro  U      1    tl     Com  e  Decazes 

idei  of  &  ibstitution  Tlie  disj  its  leUieiiMI^I  Buieau  and 
Dqssbi  le  commenced  tte  Utter  bavm^  on  hia  side  Voisin 
an  I  Lasnc  and  the  foimei  the  ludisputalle  suppoit  of  an  in- 
variable regtdition  Uncertainly  having  heen  thus  increased 
by  so  many  vaiious  and  contradictory  reports  the  lutlioritios 
weie  completely  confounded  and  the  intended  seaich  did  not 
take  place. 

Uie  Tepubllo),  I  was  haying  a  stone  pnt  over  my  father's  grave  in  the 
uemeterj  of  Sainte-Marguei'ite. 

"The  common,  grovedigger  came  up  to  me,  and  I  entered  into  con- 
versation with  hiia ;  first,  touching  the  smul)  eiKe  of  the  cemeterj  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  tx)die9  depoalled  tliere;  and  oHertvarda, 
respecting  tJie  vicis^tudes  of  humiw  affairs.  The  man  conliilentl;  declared 
to  me  that  tlie  DaupMu  (he  applied  that  term  himself)  bad  been  privately 
bnried  Ihere ;  that  his  body,  which  boil  been  put  into  the  common  trench, 
had  l>een  withdraaii  irom  it  by  night,  and  eubsequently  laid  fay  itself  in 
the  ground,  at  a  short  instance  ftom  ihe  spot  upon  which  we  weie  then 
standing. 

"  This  aoooont  redoubled  my  interest  and  attention.  I  questioned  liira 
as  to  ihe  exact  place  ivhere  he  thought  the  bod;  of  Ills  Mi^esty  liad  been 
laid,  and  he  showed  it  me  with  the  shovel  he  h»d  in  his  hand.  It  ivas  on 
my  left,  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  from  ray  father' s  grave;  that  is  to  say,  due 
west,  as  I  was  fecuig  the  north. 

"  Not  content  wiih  this  explanation,  I  took  him  ki  the  ground  he  had 
pointed  out  to  me,  and  there  be  again  affirmed  that  this  sacred  deposit 
would  be  ftsind,  the  feet  turned  towards  the  north,  within  a  circle  of  from 
Iwenty-Gve  to  itirty  feet. 

"  According  to  thia  gravedigger,  tlie  common  trench,  ivhere  the  body 
bod  lain  for  several  days,  had  a.direction  due  north  and  soulli,  and  ran 
along  the  wall  at  the  bottom  of  the  cemetery,  on  the  left  of  the  entraiiee- 
gate,  fi'om  which  it  was  about  thirty  feet  distant. 

"Further,  according  to  his  account,  it  is  cert^n  that  (he  person 
intru&fcd  with  this  removal  (and  I  suspected  it  was  himself,  because  he 
was  veiy  reserved  in  his  conversation,  not  being  acijnainfed  wiUi  me)  had 
effieoled  if  secretly,  and  to  avert  all  suspicion  had  taken  the  precaution  of 
flattening  down  tile  little  mound  of  earth  usually  seen  on  all  the  others,  for 
it  was  level  wilJi  the  ground  in  the  entire  ext^mt. 

"  The  man,  whose  name  I  ha\-e  never  known,  told  his  story  with  such 
an  air  of  tmth  that  it  entirely  convinced  me. 

"  It  is  with  a  firm  helief  that  the  body  of  the  unfortunate  Prince  must 
be  in  the  place  above-mentioned  that  I  aak  your  Excellency's  permission  to 
enter  the  cemetery  of  Sainte-Marguente,  and,  if  time  has  respected  the 
grave  of  my  father,  I  am  positive,  I)y  pinjjiug  myself  in  tie  same  position 
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It  is  Hot  our  buaiiiesa  ftither  to  praise  or  to  Uame  the 
gover  ment  of  that  period  io  the  lecis'o  vph'  h  annulled  the 
effe  t  of  the  royal  o  ler  The  contidence  vai  no  louht  si  aken 
by  the  coutnd  oi^  state  iietin»  but  peri  aps  these  o  gl  t  not 
to  have  had  tl  e  effe  t  of  tl  va  t  ng  (he  r  zeal  a  d  p  event  ng 
the  r  tulfil  e  t  ot  a  d  y  I  a  n  of  op  c  on  that  sa  afaotof  y 
resul  a  would  ha  e  bee  a  a  ed  fay  folloiv  g  the  di  ec  o  3 
g  ve  by  \  0  fe  n  or  ra  1  e  by  i  ten  1  ng  to  the  le  la  t  on 
made  \y  Vale  tn  just  before  h  s  de  h  onl  re  ened  by 
Decouflet  n  prese  ce  of  the  au  ho  t  es  whom  1  e  read  ly 
accepted  as  judges  of  h  a  e  dence  It  appears  to  me  that 
tlie  e  8  no  1  a  ity  of  p\i  is  b  1  ty  between  the  mj  ster  ous  see  e 
of  Glamait  and  the  ofi  al  ee  en  o  y  of  fea  te  Ma  gue  to 
between  the  ipse  dtxit  of  Charpentier  and  his  persona!  opinions 
— solely  founded  on  a  word,  perhaps  ill- understood  or  indistinctly 
heard — and  the  depositions  of  so  many  persons  who  had  seen 
with  their  own  eyes  the  mortal  remains  of  the  Dauphin  placed 
in  a  coffin,  and  this  same  coffin  conveyed  from  tbo  Temple 
tower  to  the  cemetery  of  the  Faubourg  Saint-Antoine.  As  it  has 
been  proved  to  me  that  the  royal  child  died  in  tlie  Temple, 
so  it  has  been  ei^ually  demonstrated  that  liis  corpse,  wrapped 
in  a  winding-sheet,  was  placed  in  a  coffin ;  that  this  coffin  was 
neither  re-opened  nor  changed,  hut  that  it  and  its  contents  were 


I  eliail,  on  tho  instant,  be  enabled  to  point  out  the  exact  spot  (Jiown  me  by 

"I  have  tlie  honour  (o  be.  Sea., 

"  PiBON  DuCtOS  DE  VAtMEB, 
"Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  No.  \2  Kue  liufiiiut. 
"Piiria,20  June.  18ie." 
To  this  letter  is  appended  this  official  note : 

"  Tlie  miniflter  of  general  police  has  the  honour  of  submitting  to  M. 
the  prefect  of  police  aletter  from  one  M.  Pinon  Duclos  de  Valmer,  relating 
to  the  place  where  the  remains  of  the  joungand  unfortunate  Louis  XVIL 
nere  buried;  hs  is  requested  to  make  use  of  this  docutoont  If  he  thinks  it 
ceable. 
"This  Mth  June,  1816." 
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really  buried  in  the  CBmetery  of  Sainte  Maiguprite,  and  in  the 
place  we  have  designated.  All  the  statements  a^ree  ■nith 
respect  to  the  primitive  resting-place ;  they  are  only  at  van 
ance  in  reference  to  the  removal  which  the  two  gra'sediggers 
pretended  to  have  effected.  The  plan  on  the  ne\t  page  givea 
these  various  indications. 

The  above  is  all  the  infonaation  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
respecting  the  interment  of  Louis-Charles  of  France. 

Few  inhahitants  of  the  centre  of  Paris  are  acquainted  with 
the  church  and  cemetery  of  Sainte-Marguerite.  Before  T  turned 
my  attention  to  the  drama  which  forms  the  subject  of  this 
work,  I  was  even  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  a  parish  bearing 
Bueh  a  name  in  Paris.  The  first  time  1  visited  it,  Friday,  the 
lOch  March,  1837, — being  desirous  of  seeing  the  place  where 
th  1  of  the  last  royal  victim  lay, — was,  as  I  remember, 
f  th  e  fine  days  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  which 
nature  her  crown  of  youth  and  gladness.  The 
i    1        hi    population  of  the  town,  leaving  their  heated  winter 

m  throngiag  the  Boulevards,  to  enjoy  the  genial  in- 

fl  f  the  sun.     The  youth  of  our  drawing-rooms,  weary  of 

bnih'uit  1  mps  and  lighted  rooms,  were  seeking  ta  recover,  by 
h  g  f  r,  that  fresh  bloom  of  their  spring-time,  endangered, 
ad  11  b  t  faded,  by  late  hours  and  amusements.  Filled  with 
m  lai  h  1>  thoughts  I  passed  rapidly  by  those  idle  sons  of 
eft  th  th  1  appy  of  this  life,  who,  in  the  midst  of  their  gay 
w  Ik  1  1  o  idea  that  the  man  who  hastened  past  them  was 
b  unl  a  m  u     'ul  pilgrimage:   the  subjects  of  my  con- 

temp  w       w   hin  myself. 

F  m  h  E  du  Temple  to  the  church  of  Sdnte-Mar- 
g  I  J  as     1       foot  along  the  very  same  route  taken  by 

th  f  al  D  ply  intent  oil  my  subject,  I  pictured  to 
mj    If    1       1  emony,  as  Laane  had  described  it  to  me, 

i  h  !  1  f  hat  ten  years'  story  unfolded  itself  once 
m  ;  the  life,  so  short,  and  yet  so  long;  the 

ood  f   m  \  e  ■saillea  to  this  obscure  churchyard,  so  mpid  and 
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1  readied  the  front  of  the  church,  and  recognised 
s  places  exactly  as  they  had  been  pointed  out  to  me ; 


thi    g 


1  pyh  hmhp 

S  P  P  m,  g 

surprise  I  found  was  not  locked.  I  entered  the  cemet^rj  accoi'd- 
ingly,  and  treading  softly  on  tho  turf  that  covered  so  many  heads 
and  bodies,  severed  by  the  scaffold  knife,  I  went  straight  to  the 
place  that  had  been  deseribed  to  me  :  there  I  stood,  my  clasped 
hands  resting  on  my  stick,  my  ej'ps  fixed  on  the  ground,  plunged 
in  the  deepest  musing.  Oh  I  it  is  notin  the  power  of  language 
frozen  by  philosophy  to  analyse  that  sacred  and  mysterious  charm 
that  binds  us  to  a  mournful  recollection,  that  affords  even  a 
pleasure  amidst  painful  feehngs,  and  rendera  dear  to  us  the 
most  trivial  circumstance,  the  most  minute  detail,  relating  to 
the  affections  of  the  soul.  I  was  unable  to  stir;  a  labouring 
man,  advanced  in  age,  opened  the  door  of  the  charnel-house, 
and  came  up  to  me.  "  It  is  heie,  is  it  nof"  I  said  to  hxm, 
striking  the  turf  beneath  my  teet  mth  my  eaiie,  and  he,  not 
understanding  these  words  at  all,  nor  my  piesenct.  in  that 
place,  asked  me  what  I  wanted  "  I  was  biought  here  by  a 
motive  of  piety,"  I  replied  ;  "  I  am  perfoimmg  a  duty  ot  lo\e  ' 
''  Then,  sir,  it  must  be  a  love  that  goes  a  long  way  hack,"  said 
he,  incredulously ;  "  for  by  your  age  you  could  not  have  had 
anyone  but  a  grandfather  in  this  cemetery.  The  most  recent 
monument  here  is  older  than  you  are."      "  The  person  in  re- 
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membraiice  of  ■whom  I  came,"  I  replied,  "never  had  a  monu- 
ment :  not  even  in  this  place  would  wicked  men  allow  him  a 
name  !"  The  man  understood  me  then,  ftnd  the  expression  of 
his  features  suddenly  changed :  he  took  oS  his  hat,  looked 
respectfully  at  me,  and  said :  "  Yes,  sir,  it  is  indeed  there 
that  Lotus  XVII.,  King  of  France,  is  resting.  I  beg  jour 
paidon,  not  to  have  guessed  your  moaning  sooner;  but,  in  the 
course  of  the  thirty  years  that  I  have  been  employed  about  the 
p<»riah  church,  I  have  never  seen  anyone  brought  hither  by  tlio 
feeling  thtt  prompted  your  comiag." 

Entering  into  confidential  and  sympathetic  conversation 
with  the  old  man,  I  spoke  to  him  of  the  conduct  of  the  two 
gia\ediggers,  but  he  had  heard  only  very  vague  reports  on  that 
subject  he  did  not  seem  to  believe  that  the  body  had  been 
lemoved  fiom  one  place  to  another,  and  he  alway  brought  me 
back  to  the  spot  of  earth  where  ho  had  first  accosted  me,  re- 
peating :  "  It  is  there — it  is  indeed  there !" 

My  Prince  !  the  mournful  but  beloved  subject  of  this  work, 
thou  knowest  with  what  pious  love  and  conscientious  fidelity 
1  have  collected  the  almost  obliterated  traces  of  thy  sufferings 
and  death.  I  wish  to  complete  my  work  by  raising  a  simple 
Btone  over  the  place  where  thou  wert  laid :  our  children  will 
not  pass  it  by  without  giving  thymemory  a  tear.  Ifl  have  beeu 
prevented  doing  more  thou  wilt  forgive  me  for  it,  for  often  have 
I  cried  :  "  Whore  are  the  foi^otten  relics  of  the  son  of  Louis 
XVI.?  Has  the  earth  that  received  them  devoured  all,  to  the 
last  fr^inent  of  a  bone  ?  There,  beside  thee,  hath  been  cast 
many  an  unknown  victim,  martyred  for  bis  birth,  his  honour, 
religion,  or  wealth,  and  dying  obscurely  as  he  had  lived  unosten- 
tatiously and  simply.  Hath  time  reduced  all  alike  to  dust  ? 
Hath  it  mingled  them  with  the  dust  of  that  pious  and  heroic 
generation,  whose  remains,  foi^otten  by  mec,  are  now  covered 
with  rank  grass? 

Nothing  is  more  sadly  affecting  than  the  appearance  of 
a.  deserted  ohorohyard,     Alas  I  in  the  whirlpool  we  hihabit. 
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scarcely  do  we  notice  iie  numbers  of  those  who  fall  beside  ua  ; 

with  more  reison  then  do  we  fread  with  indifference  upon  the 

fifty  years  since 

d  he  living  know 

h  m  "tt  up  and  cover 

g  T      e,  not  a  human 

as  g  ears;  no  little 

p    h  ad     to  m       d      A  few  trees  are 

an     t  would  not  be 

w  h       p  m  Beneath  this 

spot  the  generations  of  tlie  past  succeeded  eacli  other  rapidly; 

for  in  this  narrow  world  our  struggle  for  room  ends  not  even 

with  ouv  life,  and  the  dead  are  moved  aside  to  make  way  for 

the  dcEid. 

How  often  ia  this  fatal  spot — amid  ruined  tomhs  and  shrubs 
unpruned,  and  all  but  choked  with  briars  and  nettles — how 
often  did  I  repeat  that  terrible  and  too  familiar  question : 
"Capet,  where  are  you?  Get  up!"  and  I  went,  musing  and 
sad,  from  the  one  to  the  other  of  the  two  graves  that  the 
gravediggers  had  asserted  they  had  made,  and  in  thought 
collected  thence  the  mournful  remains  of  royalty,  to  be  borne 
with  pomp  to  Saint-Denis,  Then  again  I  was  overpowered 
by  the  stem  reality,  and  I  began  to  rogi-et  that  royal  order, 
given  aa  it  were  merely  for  shame's  sake,  and  not  enforced, 
from  a  sort  of  indifference  as  to  its  results.  The  men  in 
power  did  not  sufSciently  consider  what  they  owed  of  conso- 
lation t«  the  Dauphin's  sister.  That  holy  child  of  Louis  XVI., 
faithful  in  misfortune  as  misfortune  was  constant  with  her,  was 
unable,  from  insufficient  or  contradictory  information,  to  breathe 
one  of  the  prayers,  and  drop  one  of  those  tears,  that  she  had 
always  ready  in  sympathy  with  the  unfortunate,  on  the  ground 
that  bad  received  the  remains  of  her  brother. 

It  seemed  as  if  France  had  agreed  unanimously  to  forget 
this  cemetery,  and  yet, — Boyaity,  of  thirteen  hundred  years'  es- 
iotence,  that  begau'st  at  Beims,  it  was  here  that  thou  wert 
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lost!  Heie  that  ■nhile  thy  dust  was  bein^  s^.atttre'J  out 
of  thj  tombs  elsewherL  the  jtungest  bpidii  of  thy  stock 
crumbled  into  eaith  But  thy  tombs  femply  oi  defacpd,  bear 
witness  still  to  tliy  Itimer  presence  and  tliy  actions  may  be 
read  in  story  and  the  foim  of  thy  coftins  be  seen  at  bant 
Denis  Nothing  has  lemamed  of  this  child  Lotaiojal  lot 
not  a  buiialbtone'  Hen  en,  th^t  destmed  not  thit  youthful 
1  eal  to  any  great  design  gavt,  it,  notwithstanding  a  counsellor 

—  n  f  t  ne  In  closing  his  career  thus  eail>  the  will  of 
(  0 !  as  1  ot  to  jmtify  the  name  of  liing  m  him  but  He 
m  le  hm  I  eat  the  hardest  adversity  that  could  ennoble  the 

ame  of  a  clill  If  otheis  need  coi!C[ueetfi  and  Mctoriea  to 
gu  mu  a1  famt  m  stoiy  this  ebild  has  well  won  his  by 
s  ffer  g  !  ke  a  maityi — his  birth  and  deatii  would  liave  en 
s  d  t  without  "ies  I  doubt  not  that  his  misfortunes  will 
sume  diy  gne  him  i  place  in  oui  annals  when  they  aie  once 
repeated  by  some  \oicp  moie  populai  thin  mine  Still  it  has 
seemed  to  me  that  by  ddmittinj  me  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
mysteiies  ot  that  last  long  illness,  Providence  laid  on  me  tlie 
task  of  collecting  all  the  accounts  of  it  remaining,  God  often 
gives  a  mission  to  the  meanest  and  the  weakest.  One  ought 
not  to  consider  one's  powers  when  fulfilling  a  conscientious  duty. 
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MARIB-THERESE  LEAVES  THE  TEMPLE. 


Gomin's  aceonnt  oF  the  dsngliter  of  Louis  XVL— DeranndB  and  petition* 
for  the  liberation  of  Mnrie-Tli^rJse :  re-scfion  iii  public  opinion— Tlie 
condition  of  tlie  Princess  is  improved— Negooiation a  of  Austria  for 
the  reoovecy  of  Ma<kme  Roynle— Deliberations  in  the  Convention— 
A  decree  passed- Official  notes  exchanged— Madame  de  Chanfcreina 
at  the  Temple— The  Princess  hears  of  the  deaths  of  her  family- 
Walks  in  the  garden— Tiie  Temple  goat— Demonstrations  of  ajinpafhj: 
IL  and  Madame  Hue— Mndame's  mode  of  passing  the  day  at  the 
Temple — Meadnmes  de  Tourzel — Madame  de  Maokau— Counter-stroke 
of  ibo  13th  Vendemiaire  at  the  Temple— Lemaitre  condemned  to 
death — Marie-Th^rtse  eiamined — Severe  orders — The  negociatlons 
jjtoeeed  with  Au^cia — M.  Cavletti — Decree  of  the  Executive  Directory 
npon  the  exchange  of  Marie-Tber6se  for  the  prisoners  in  Austria — M. 
Btnezech  at  the  Temple — The  Directory  decides  that  Mad^ne  shall 
travel  incognito — Preparatjons  for  the  departure — Conversation  of  M. 
Bfenezech  with  M.  Hue — Madame  leaves  the  Temple — Madame  de 
Souey  !  M.  Michain  and  Gomin — Marie-Tli&-ase'a  travelling  journal, 
written  by  herself— Madame  at  Huningue — The  Hstel  da  Corbeau — 
Final  negociations — M.  Baoher  and  Baron  de  Degelniann — Mndame's 
farewell  to  Huningue  :  her  nords  on  leaving  France — M.  Eeber — 
The  Prince  of  Gavre— The  esohiuige— Marle-Thferftse  at  BqeIh— 
Her  arrival  at  Vienna— Presents  of  the  Emperor  to  the  Swiss  author- 
ities— Pi'esent  of  Madame  Eojale  to  Gomin. 

After  the  death  of  Madame  Elizabeth,  Marie-ThSrese  con- 
tinued to  occupy  the  apartments,  on  the  third  floor  of  t.he  toDier, 
that  had  belonged  to  her  aant  and  mother.  Nothing  had  been 
altered  in  her  room,  the  description  of  which  we  have  givea 
in  the  first  volume,  pages  365  to  367. 
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"The  evening  of  mj  arriral  at  the  Temple,"  aaid  Gomin, 
"  Laurent  took  me  to  see  the  prisoners.  I  will  not  speak  of 
what  I  felt,  when  for  the  iirst  time  I  went  np  the  staire, 
impeded  by  so  many  wickets.  When  we  reached  the  second- 
floor,  before  an  iron  door,  '  There  ia  the  brother,'  said  Lau- 
rent tome;  'it  used  to  be  their  father's  room,'  After  thia 
visit  we  ascended  to  the  third  story,  and,  as  before,  found  our 
way  blocked  hy  an  iron  door ;  '  Here  is  the  sister  ;  it  used  to 
be  their  mother's  room.'  We  went  in  :  Madame  was  sitting, 
on  the  6ofa,  against  the  window,  and  seemed  busied  with 
sewing  or  embroidery ;  she  diiJ  not  raise  her  eyes.  Laurent 
presented  me  as  his  colleague ;  hut  she  answered  not  a 
word. 

"I  bowed  low  as  I  withdrew,  and  I  have  since  learned 
that  this  departure  from  the  custom  of  the  place  had  made 
the  Princess  take  notice  of  me  from  tlie  very  first.  On  subse- 
quent days,  when  I  saw  her  again,  I  remained  before  her, 
keeping  a  respectful  silence,  and  I  do  not  know  any  occasion 
when  I  addressed  her  first  During  the  two  or  three  first  days 
of  Ejy  instalment  there  she  did  not  speak  to  me ;  but  I 
thought  I  observed  that  she  examined  me  attentively,  and,  as 
I  was  afterirarda  a  witiiess  of  the  marvellous  quickness  she  dis- 
played in  discovering  the  political  opinions  of  certain  com- 
missaries, I  have  HO  doubt  that  her  glance  soon  penetrated 
my  heart  too,  and  discerned  its  sentiments.  A  bold  step  I 
took  entirely  won  for  me  her  good  graces.  As  1  was  always 
the  last  to  leave  her  apartment — 'having  acquired  the  habit  of 
closing  the  door  myself — one  morning,  when  Laurent  and  the 
civic  comraissary  were  already  on  tlje  staircase,  and  had  their 
backs  turned,  1  gave  Madame  some  paper  and  a  pencil,  be^ng 
her  to  write  down  anything  she  wished  to  have.  She  answered 
me  for  the  first  time ;  '  Sorae  chemises,  and  some  matches. 

"  By  this  means  I  succeeded  in  doing  her  some  little  ser- 
vice. When  times  grew  gentler,  the  pencil  was  rendered  less 
necessary.      The  Princess  did  not  speak  to  me   before   the 
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i,  fearful  of  causing  me  to  be  suspected  ;  but  while 
I  was  going  out  after  them,  Madame  came  c[uickly  behind 
the  door,  and  spoke  a  few  words  to  me.  It  was  in  this 
manner  that  I  learned  she  had  neither  shoes  nor  stockings 
left.  Laurent  and  I  had  not  perceived  it,  because  Madame 
always  took  care  to  keep  her  dress  down,  so  aa  to  hide  her 
feet.  There  seemed  to  be  a  favourable  opportunity  for  sup- 
plying this  irant  that  same  day.  We  had,  as  civic  com- 
missary, a  man  whose  good  inteutioaa  I  had  already  noticed. 
It  was  Armand  (a  lemonade- seller,  keeping  a  caf^,  which  bore 
his  name,  on  the  Boulevard  da  Temple).  We  arranged  with 
him,  my  colleague  and  I,  to  present  our  request  to  the  committee 
of  general  safety.  Both  our  demands  were  granted  ;  a  packet 
containing  a  dozen  pair  of  stockings  was  sent  us,  and  a  person 
came  with  a  basketful  of  shoes  from  a  shoemaker,  whose 
shop  was  situated  near  Sainte-Eiisabeth :  Madame  selected  one 
pair,  but,  being  encouraged  by  me,  she  took  a  second.  After- 
wards, when  Lasne  was  my  colleague,  we  had  a  little  more 
liberty.  We  were  allowed  to  show  more  consideration  and 
deference  to  the  Princess ;  but  it  may  readily  be  conceived 
how  much  reserve  and  prudence  were  necessary  for  the  part 
we  had  to  play ;  and  our  own  good  dispositions  were  of  necessity 
subjected  to  what  we  supposed  were  the  sentiments  entertained 
by  the  commissaries.  Some  among  them  were  worthy  people 
enough,  but  there  were  also  some  of  a,  hateful  cynicism,  who 
indulged  themselves  by  addressing  the  Princes  as  '  Thou,'  and 
speaking  brutally  to  her. 

"  Madame  has  told  me  that  one  of  these  latter  said  to  her : 
'  Hast  thou  any  water  ?  '  '  I  do  not  Imow.'  '  And  who  should 
know?  Go  and  see.'  Madame  habitually  gave  no  answer ;  she 
was  always  in  her  place,  calm  and  silent,  and  frequently  her 
imposing  nir  checked  the  insult  oa  a  municipal's  Ups.  There 
were  some  among  them  who  took  advantage  of  each  little  cir- 
cumstance that  occurred  to  aggravate  her  situation.  Tlius  one 
day  they  decided  to  take  from  her  the  flint  and  eteel,  with  the 
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aid  of  wHoh  she  procured  for  herself  two  things  so  precious 
to  a  captive — fire  and  l^ht."* 

[Oue  of  her  most  painful  recollections  was  that  of  the 
nightly  rounds  made  by  the  commissaries  throughout  the  tower. 
The  gloomy  sound  of  the  bolts  being  drawn,  and  the  threatening 
voice  rer[uiring  the  door  of  her  room  to  be  opened  iu  the  middle 
of  the  night,  had  left  a  painful  impression  on  her  mind.  It 
was  after  one  of  these  visits  that,  having  no  friendly  ear  to 
which  to  confide  her  feelings,  she  expressed  them  in  some  lines 
of  poetry  the  original  copy  of  which  is  in  our  possession,  and 
which  have  the  merit  of  showing  the  serenity,  unmixed  with 
titterness,  preserved  by  the  young  captive  amid  her  trials.] 

"  Madame  knew  nothing  of  the  events  that  had  deprived 
her  of  her  most  beloved  relations.  Her  young  brother,  whose 
last  sigh  had  not  reached  her,  was  often  the  subject  of  her 
inquiries.     The  vague  answers  she  received  were  not  such  aa 

■"  Commune  of  Fai-is, 

"  Ist  Thermidor,  3nd  year  of  the  Repiiblk,  one,  inilivisiblc,  and 

imperishable  (IStliJuly,  1191). 

"This  day,  1st  'ttermidor,  vie,  the  members  of  the  Commune  guard  of 

ti)e  Teniple,  olwerved  that  in  one  of  the  apartmentH  occupied  by  tlie  tyrant's 

daughter  ihere  had  been  a,  very  eonsidernble  fire,  of  which  we  asked  the 

cause ;  she  replied  that,  having  oecasion  to  wash  her  leet,  she  had  li};hted 

this  fire  to  heat  the  water  for  that  purpose.    Observing  tfl  her  that  a  chair 

had  been  barnt  from  being  too  near  the  stove,  she  replied  tliat  tliat  had 

been  done  a  long  time  :  asking  her  by  what  means  she  had  lighted  the  said 

fire,  she  replied,  with  a  tiuder-boi  and  its  appendages. 

"After  this  conversation  we  tliought  it  expedient  to  take  away  from 
her  the  said  articles  for  the  present,  and  to  refer  immediately  to  the  citizen 
national  agent,  for  him  to  decide  as  he  judges  best  as  to  whether  the  same 
be  restored  to  her  or  not. 

"In  conaequence  whereof  we  beg  tlie  citizen  national  agent  to  give 
his  opinion  immediately,  if  poseible,  and  to  acquaint  us  with  liia  dxicision  in 
the  course  of  the  day, 

'■  Simon, 

■'  LKLlliVHB, 

"Lecleuc. 
"  Members  of  the  Temple  Council," 
(Arobives  de  rHdlel-do-Ville.) 
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GoiiJn's  iisiTiiii-e. 

to  ra-asBure  her  entirely.     '  Provided  they  make  a  good  man  of 
him,'  sli6  said  one  day,  '  tbat  is  all  1  ask !  ' 

"  Moreover,  Madame's  health  had  not  suffered  from  her 
long  captivity  ;  she  liad  become  thoroughly  developed,  as  vtell 
in  hody  as  in  mind,  under  the  breath  of  misfortune ;  her  height 
■was  good  ;  her  features,  which  had  been  extremely  delicate  in 
childhood ,  had  formed  into  beauty  ;  her  eyes  were  lar^e,  and  her 
hair  had  turned  chesnut  colour  instead  of  flasen,  which  it  had 
formerly  been.  Though  women  as  well  as  men  then  wore 
their  hair  cropped  {a  la  Titits)  she  had  kept  hers  long :  she 


wore  it,  without  powdei 
puce-coloured  silk — it  wai 
was  a  handkerchief,  tied 


knot  behind  ;  her  dress  was  of 
the  only  one  she  had ;  her  head-dress 
rosette  in  front.     The  effect  of 


this  niglige  was  enhanced  by  the  charm  of  early  youth,  to 


gravity  had  been  given  by  i 


which  an  air  of  impress) 
fortune." 

These  words  of  Gomin  supply  the  void  occasioned  by  the 
modest  silence  preserved  by  the  daughter  of  Louis  XVI.,  re- 
specting her  own  private  affairs.  "  Madame  Royale,"  says  tlie 
Marquis  de  Pastoret,*  "  has  applied  only  a  few  pages  to 
her  prison  recollections,  and  those  few  pages  equal  the  most 
pious  and  touching  portions  of  the  writings  of  the  Church. 
So  early  an  orphan,  perhaps  already  condemned  to  death,  she 
says  nothing  but  what  she  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of  con- 
cerning the  conduct  of  others ;  she  excuses,  or  omits  to  mention, 
all  that  relates  to  herself,  and  if  the  indignation  of  her  heart 
does  sometimes  rise  higher  tlian  her  will,  it  is  when  the 
miseries  of  her  mother,  or  the  mortal  decay  of  her  brother,  was 
the  subjects  of  her  pen.  We  must  remember  that  this  inter- 
esting composition  was  written  by  her  feeble  hand  at  sixteen 
years  of  age,  without  the  knowledge  of  her  jailers,  in  a  prison 
where  she  had  neither  fire  nor  light,  and  was  allowed  scarcely 
any  sleep." 

•  "  Notice  sur  Xarie-Thirese  de  France."     Valon,  1862, 
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Ee-flclit>n  of  pabUl^  opinion. 

Some  time  prior  to  the  death  of  Louis  XVII.  voices  had 
been  raised  in  favour  of  the  impriaoned  son  and  daughter  of 
Louis  XTI.  "A  Word  for  Two  IiidividuaU  that  no  one  Thinks 
about,  and  yet  who  micst  be  Thought  about  some  time,"  was  tho 
title  of  a  pamphlet  *  that  was  eagerly  sought  after  by  every 
generous  heart. 

Charette,  as  we  have  said,  had  signed  a  treaty  on  the  17th 
January,  in  the  little  chateau  of  La  Jaunaie,  near  Nantes,  the 
secret  clauses  of  which  stipulated  for  the  giving  up  of  the 
young  King  and  the  Princess,  his  sister,  into  his  hands.  The 
republican  government  had  pretended  to  comply  with  these 
conditions,  otily  desiring  tliat  tlie  children  of  Louis  XVI. 
should  not  be  given  vip  until  the  13th  June,  1795  ;  but  the 
ti-eaty  of  La  Jaunaie  could  only  be,  and  really  was,  nothing  but 
a  truce,  which  the  bad  faith  of  the  revolutionary  government 
employed  to  serve  its  own  ends  I 

The  honour  of  continuing  the  uiiflnishecl  work  of  Chavette 
was  claimed  by  the  press.  MM.  de  Beaulieu  and  Midland 
(_the  latter  under  the  name  of  M.  d'Alhins)  had  published 
several  writings  on  the  treatment  to  which  the  unfortunate 
children  of  Louis  XVI.  were  exposed,  and  these  productions 
being  widely  cireulated  had  excited  some  compassionate  feeling 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  These  honourable  writers  made 
another  appeal  to  all  generois  hearts,  in  favour  of  what  yet 
remained  of  the  blood  of  Louis  XVI. ;  the  former,  in  a 
"Memoir  addressed  to  the  Kation,"-!-  and  the  latter,  in  a 
pftmphlet  entitled,  "The  Opinion  of  a  FrenchmaR,";  suc- 
ceeded in  calling  forth  the  sympathy  of  many  persons,  and 
this  feeling  was  strengthened  by  the  sa^J  death  of  Louis  XVII. 

•With  this  motto;  "MUerh  luaurrere  dma;"  Paris,  3rd  JME  of 
the  Kepliblic  :  signal  G.  V.  (Peiitain). 

+  "Pam  Marie- rherese  de  Boarbtm,  fille  de  Loids  XVJ."  Pans, 
1795, 

I  "Ju.  la  diteadoii  (fe  Marii-ThMse  de  Bearbon.Jilte  de  Louii  XVI., 
ei-deii.wl  roi  des  Froniais."     Paris,  UBS. 
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This  re-action  in  public  opinion  was  displayed  in  an  act  of 
imp  itauce  on  the  lOth  Prairiil  Srd  year  (18th  June  1785), 
ten  days  after  the  death  of  the  Dauphm  a  depntation  from  the 
ity  of  Oilems  piesented  itself  at  the  hai  of  the  Loinen 
tion  to  pet  ticn  foi  the  liheiition  of  M*ne  Theiese  Charlotte 
tie  Bourbon  ■'' 

The  words  pioncuncedbj  thw  deputation  were  ei  hoed  far 
and  new  opinicns  at  Paiia  weie  pretty  generally  m  their 
favour  an!  public  pit>  raised  its  ^oice  loud  enough  to  be 
heaid  witJnn  the  Temple  w^lla  Feeling  themsblves  btcoiiiled 
from  witlicut  the  towei  keepers  addies&ed  various  lepoits  to 

•  The  petition  was  eouclied  in  Oie  folloning  terras  : 

"  Cidzen  RepreKentatives, 

"  While  jon  have  burst  the  homls  of  Bo  many  unhappy  persons,  victims 
of  a  dark  anii  cruel  policy,  a  child  of  miefortune — deprived  of  every  comfort 
and  support,  oondemncd  to  ceaseless  weeping',  and  having  to  deplore  the 
loss  of  all  she  held  most  dear — the  daughter  of  Louis  XVL,  is  languishing 
still  nithin  a  horrible  prison.  An  orphan  so  early,  so  early  stuped  in  so 
much  sorrow  and  miserf,  how  sadly  has  slie  not  expiated  the  misfortune  of 
her  iltnstrious  birth !  Alas !  who  would  not  take  pity  on  sucli  Eorrow  and 
trooble,  on  her  youth  and  innocence  1 

"How  that  the  roioe  of  humanity  may  at  length  he  Jiecrd  in  this 
place  without  dread  of  ihe  assassin's  dagger  or  the  headsman's  ase,  we 
have  coma  to  petition  for  her  liberation,  and  that  she  may  be  conveyed  to 
her  relations;  for  who  among  you  would  he  willing  to  condemn  her  to 
remain  in  a  place  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  her  family !  la  not  her 
liberation  demanded  by  every  law  of  jusfjee  and  humanity?  And  what 
objection  could  he  rwsed  to  it,  ei'en  by  distrust  the  moat  restless  and 
suspicions  ? 

' '  Come  and  enrround  the  dungeon  pile  1  Come  in  pious  procession.  Oh  I 
ye  Frenchmen  !  all  who  can  feel  for  misfortune,  and  all  who  have  received 
fiiYours  from  that  ill-starred  house  1  Come,  and  mingling  your  teurs  with 
ours,  let  us  rmae  our  suppliant  hands  to  praj  for  the  speedy  release  of  that 
young  and  innocent  creature !  Our  voices  will  be  heard— you  will  proohiiin 
her  free,  citizen  representatives,  and  all  Europe  will  applaud  jour  decision, 
and  Ihe  day  will  be  a  day  of  joy  and  gladness  to  ua  and  to  the  whole  of 
France. 

"ROZTEK,  sen.,  Sihgelb,    Tkemblat,  Piliatke,  Lefevkb, 
CujA0Tins,     PoKOHEn,  Vai.lf,t,       Gibbon,    Cosib, 
PonER  BE  Mbksam," 
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the  comm  ttee  of  geieial  satety  demanding  better  food  fur 
the  daughtei  of  Luuis  \\I  i  ore  saitxlle  clothing  and  i 
few  books  chosen  Iv  heroelf  T3  e  said  committee  bj  a  de 
CIS  on  ot  the  id  Wessilor  Srd  year  (20th  June  1795) 
directed  the  commission  ot  publ  c  rehet  to  attend  to  these 
diSeient  iiqieits  aadfiither  to  give  in  a  monthly  leport  of 
iilateier  miglit  la^e  leen  lone  m  execution  of  this  decree* 
On  being  Qtoimed  of  this  dei.io  on  Lienard  made  out  a  note 
of  all  tie  articles  demandel  for  the  use  of  MaiieThSieae 
and  \Mtlout  dtlaj  conieyed  it  to  the  commission  ot  relief 
This  note  neither  enteied  enough  into  deta  1  noi  was  it 
BuSiciently  complete  and  besides  it  v-ia  not  signed  by  the 
commissai-ies  ippomte  I  to  the  guardiinsh  p  cf  the  Temjlef 

•      L  Lertj  — Eqin!  tj 
TleCommssonofluU     Rel  ef 

"2nd  MeBsiilor,  3rd  year  of  the  French  Repubho,  one  aiil  indivisible 

"TheooniniitteB  of  general  safety, 

"Having  looked  into  the  reporls  roaiio  bj  the  comr  asar  ee  appo  nted 
to  the  gunrdianship  of  the  Temple,  respeoling  the  nrtiolea  that  m  „1 1  be 
required  by  the  daoghter  of  Louis  Capet : 

"The  conunittee  of  general  safety  decrees,  that  the  eomn  as  on  of 
pnblic  relL-f  shall  continue  to  be  authorised  to  procuie  tie  artclea  de 
tnanilcd  by  the  daughter  of  Louis  Capet  foi'  her  nmintenai  c  i  that  si  e 
be  Ukenrise  supplied  with  hooka  for  !ier  own  use. 

"The said  eomniission  will  gise  m  a  monthlj  account  of  ivliafeTet  may 
have  been  done  by  it  in  e-ieoution  of  tbia  present  decree,  as  well  of  those 
relating  to  the  Temple  priBoners. 

"  BouDin,  L.  B.  GBBBTOir,  T  Fkotebb,  C.  Alexakihie, 

HiSABEAU,   BERCOViK,    I.OMONT. 

"Eepresenlatiiea  of  the  people,  and  members  of  the 
committee  of  general  safetj." 
"An  exact  copy. 
"Debnicau." 


+  "  Libel  tj~Ecinality. 

"  Paris,  Bth  Mesfiidor,  3rd  year  of  the  French  repiblic,  one  and  indivisible. 

"  The  Commission  of  Public  Belief  to  tlie  citizen  eommissaries  of  the 

Temple. 
"  The  committee  of  general  safety,  by  a  decree  of  the  2nd  histant,  has 
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"  The  letter  received  by  us  on  this  subject,  on  the  5th  Messidor 
(23i:d  June,  1795),  from  M.  Dernicau,  president  of  the  com- 
miasion,"  said  Gomin  to  me,  "  seemed  to  imply, — as  did  alao 
the  espressiOGS  reported  by  Li^nard, — ^that  we  might  allow 
ourselves  some  latitude  in  our  demands.  It  was  our  duty  to 
consult  the  Princesa,  but  as  she  ivas  always  extremely  re- 
served in  expressing  her  wishes,  we  thought  wo  would  double 
the  number  of  articles  she  requested  for  her  toilet.  Her  sur- 
prise and  pleasure  were  great  when  she  found  they  had 
granted  her  more  than  she  had  hoped  for,  and  uo  doubt 
more  than,  she  desired,*  Cleanliness,  if  not  luxury  in  dress, 
now  became  an  inmate  of  her  dwelling." 

directed  us  fo  procure  for  the  dangWer  of  Louis  Cnpefc  tlie  articles  you 
have  demanded  from  Ihe  said  committee. 

"  This  morning  an  account  oE  said  avticlea  was  preaenied  to  ua  by 
citiaen  Li&nard,  but  williout  jour  signatures.  Wo  deaire  you  will  give 
in  to  ua  a  detailed  statement  of  whatever  articles  of  food  and  clotliing,  or 
hooks,  you  consider  should  be  provided,  tiiat  we  may  be  enabled  to  see  that 
they  be  jilaoed  at  your  dispoaal. 

"  This  slatemenf,  so  signed  by  you,  citizens,  is  a  neeesaary  preliminary 
to  onr.  carrying  out  the  decree  of  the  committee  of  general  safety,  which 
enters  into  no  details. 

"Dkrnicau." 

•  The  list  of  the  articles  hrouglit  to  the  Temple  is  ns  follows  : 

Two  morning- dresses  ot  coloured  taffeta. 

Two  mommg-dresses  of  nankeen  and  cotton,  lined  with  Florence 
tafieta. 

Six  pairs  of  coloured  silk  sfockinga. 

Six  pairs  of  shoes. 

Two  dozen  cliemises,  superfine  Holland  clotb. 

A  green  silk  dress,  and  a  linen  ditto. 

Besides  the  new  articles,  we  had  everything  mended  that  was  capable 
of  being  bo,  and  in  particular  sii  white  flannel  dressing-gowns,  that 
Madame  used  to  wear  in  the  morning  ; — 

This  was  not  all,  her  instruction  and  amusement  were  atteudtd  to,  ua  is 
proved  by  tho  following  document : — 

"  Office  of  Civic  Hospices  of  Paria. 

"  Liberty — Equality. 

"Paris,  15th  Thermidor,  Srd  year  of  the  ^French  Republic, 

one  and  indivisible. 

"The  eoramisBion  of  public  relief  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the 
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B  had  beeu  entered  into  with  the  ConTentional 
government  by  Aastria,  in  order  to  obtain  posaessiou  of  Madame, 
who  was  so  closely  connected  by  ties  of  relationship  with  the 
imperial  family.  The  Austrian  ministry  proposed  a  sum  of 
two  millions  as  her  ransom,  but  this  offer  was  rejected  by  tha 
committees  of  public  welfare  and  general  safety,  who,  on  the 
one  band,  that  they  might  not  appear  to  be  submitting  entirely 
to  public  opinion,  and,  on  the  other,  that  they  might  give  & 
revolutionary  character  to  the  measure  they  felt  obliged  to 
take,  thought  it  necessary  to  impose  a  verj'  differeut  condition 
on  the  liberation  of  Marie-Therese- Charlotte.  On  the  ISth 
MessidoT,  3rd  year  (30th  June,  1795).  Treilhard,  in  the  name 
of  the  above  committees,  expressed  himself  as  follows  in  the 
tribune  of  the  Convention  : 

"  The  triumphs  of  the  French  people,  the  hope  of  all  en- 
lightened men,  the  opinion  of  the  whole  world,  give  sanction 
to  the  republic : . .  .it  would  be  ridiculous  to  doubt  the  firmness 
its  foundatioD.  The  moment  is  therefore  come  when  it  may 
be  proper  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  daughter  of  the  last 
King  of  the  French., ..The  detention  of  this  family,  was  an 
perativo  duty,  and  the  safety  of  the  state  demanded  it;. ..but  now 
you  are  too  strong  to  require  the  continuance  of  so  rigorous  a 
measure... .Your  committees  therefore  propose  an  act  of  huma- 
nity as  the  reparation  of  a  great  injustice.  By  the  blackeal 
and  most  hateful  treachery,  a  minister  of  the  republic  and  some 
representatives  of  the  people  have  been  betrayed  to  a  hostile 
power,  and  this  same  power,  violating  the  law  of  nations,  has 
arrested  some  of  our  citizens,  who  were  invested  with  the 
sacred  of  characters — that  of  ambassadors...  .By  tliis  exch 

•Jlisioire  de  France,'  by  Vell«y,  and  the  '  Mondst,'  bj  Fontenelle,  from 
oltiziiii  Dambreville,  iecpcr  of  the  liiernrj  depflt,  Rna  Mai'c,  Maison 
Montmorenoj,  nhioh  have  been  iilaoeJ  «t  their  disposal  by  the  otan. 
missionera  ol  public  inetriictiun  for  the  use  of  the  daughter  of  the  late  Louia 
Capet, 

TothiBparcdwereiidcledmimeiieneils,  paper,  Indian  iiik,  and  brushes 
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we  give  up  a  right  to  put  a  stop  to  itLittstice...,It  will  be  for  tha 
government  of  Vienna  to  take  these  circumstances  seriously 
iato  couaideration,  and  decide  between  their  attachment  to  ties 
of  blood,  and  tlie  desire  of  prolonging  an  odious  and  usele^ 
revenge. 

'  It  has  not  appeared  to  us  that  this  affair  should  become 
a  subject  of  uegocialion ;  it  will  be  enough  for  you  to  enter  into 
mutual  explanations,  and  the  French  generals  shall  be  directed 
to  transmit  your  decision  to  the  generals  of  the  Austrian 
forces."* 

The  draught  of  a  decree,  in  accordance  with  this  speech,  was 
presented  hy  the  reporter,  and  adopted  in  tlie  same  aitting-t 

•  "jtfDn!(«<r,"oftIielothMeSBidor,  3rd  year  {Si'd  July,  10)5). 
t "  The  diwee  directing  that  the  dnngliter  of  the  lust  King  of  the  French 
be  given  up  to  Austria,  when  the  representativeB  of  the  people,  and  other 
ned  hj  order  of  the  latter  government,  ate  set  at  liberty. 


"  I2th  Measiiior,   3rd  jear  (30th  June,  1795)  of  the  Eepublio,  o 
indlriaible. 

"The  National  Convention,  allec  hearing  the  reports  of  their  com- 
mittees of  public  welfaie  and  general  suTety,  decloi'es  that,  at  the  same 
moment  when  the  five  representatives  of  the  people,  the  minister,  tho 
French  ambaaaadors,  the  principal  prisoners  given  np  to  the  Prince  of 
Cobiirg  by  DumonrieE;  the  poslraaster  Dronet,  taken  prisoner  on  the 
frontiers  of  Flanders;  and  the  ambassadors,  Maret  and  S^monriOe,  arrested 
by  the  Anstrians  in  Bal  j ;  together  nith  the  persons  of  their  suite,  given  np 
to  Austria,  or  arrested  and  detained  by  Iiot  orders,  are  restored  to  liberty, 
and  have  reached  the  bordei^  of  the  territory  of  the  repoblio,  the  daughter 
of  the  last  King  of  the  IVench  will  be  given  into  the  hands  of  the  person 
liepnted  by  tlie  Aasttjan  govenmient  to  receive  her,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  Boarbon  family  now  detained  ii>  France,  will  also  be  at  liberty  to 
quit  the  territory  of  the  republic. 

"The  National  Convention  orders  the  committee  of  public  welfare,  (o 
take  aU  the  measures  that  may  be  judged  e^edient  for  the  notiScation  and 
Kteontion  of  this  present  decree. 

■'  The  National  Convention  decrees  that  this  report  bo  printed,  distri- 
buted, and  inserted  in  tlie  ■  BuUetia.' 

(Examined,  and  signed)        "  Ehjubault. 
(Compared,  and  signed) 
"J.  B.  LOTIVET,  from  the  Lojret,  President, 
"Mabiette,  and  J.  DEteCLOi,  Secrctaiies." 
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extending  the  excLaage  to  the  pri&oneio  of  wat  ot  both 
nations  * 

*  Tliis  docnment  was  conceived  in  the  following  ternil ; 

"MyAulio  eounoilof  war  has  ^ven  me  an  acconiit  of  jour  report  of 
tiie  laih  inatMif,  and  of  the  paper  tranamiited  to  General  Stein  by  General 
Piohegru,  relating  to  the  Princess  Marie-Thirfae,  wj  conain,  daughter  of 
lonis  XVI,  and  to  the  other  Princessea  of  the  Bourbon  family.  Under 
any  other  circumstances,  the  conditions  on  which  the  liberty  of  the  meia- 
hers  of  that  unhappy  fiunily  stJIl  renmning  in  France  ia  made  to  depend, 
would  ceriaiBJy  have  been  inadmissable ;  bat,  as  it  is  but  too  true  that, 
said  the  violent  catastrophes  succeeding  one  another  in  the  rreneh  Kevo- 
Intion,  I  onght  to  consult  nothing  but  my  tend  affect'  n  f  my  cousin, 
and  the  inteteat  I  take  in  the  Fiinces  and  1  n  esse  f  tb  Bourbon 
femily,  and  thinking  only  of  the  dangers  with    1    h  th  y  oatantly 

snrcoonded,  my  intention  is  that  you  should  let  th  F  n  h  n  1  know- 
that  I  am  willing,  on  the  wkile,   to  accede  t     !     p    pos  t        he  lias 

"  But  there  ia  anotlier  proposition  that  I  si  ould  n  d  ]  dient  to 
add  to  that  contained  in  the  paper  transmitted  t  G  n  1  St  and  its 
object  ia  to  eSeot  an  exchange  of  tlie  numei'ous  prisoners  of  war  on  each 
side,  which,  notnithatanding  my  reiterated  demands,  lias,  as  yet,  met  with 
an  obathiate  refusal. 

"  How  careful  soever — notwithstanding  tlie  far  from  mild  treatment  of 
my  soldiers,  now  prisoners  in  France — 1  have  ordered  my  people  to  be  of 
the  French  prisoners  in  my  dominions ;  though  they  are  settled  in  provinces 
where  provisions  are  sbnndant,  are  regalarly  p^d  in  the  coin  of  the  realm, 
and  are  supplied  with  erary  assistance  demfuided  by  religion  and  humanity, 
and  due  to  misfortune ;  they  must  yet  esperience  many  trials  inseparable 
from  th«r  condition;  to  which  ia  added  the  feeling  that  they  are  aban- 
doned in  adistant  land  by  those  for  whom  they  fought ;  that  they  may  never 
more  look  upon  their  own  family ;  that  they  are  panished  for  their  want  of 
succesB,  and  the  chances  of  battle ;  and  that  their  condition  as  prisonera, 
which  till  now  has  been  considered  as  an  additional  claim  on  the  interest 
of  those  for  whom  they  aacrificed  themselvea,  seems,  in  thdr  case,  to  be 
but  a  motive  for  the  ingi'atitude  of  their  country. 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  liave  this  forgetfiilness  of  the  law  of  nations,  that 
perpetuates  the  captivity  of  so  many  unfortunate  victims  of  wai',  laid  to  my 
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Tho  first  overtures  for  this  negociation  were  made  at  Basle, 
m  the  month  of  Angast;  it  was  carried  on  slowly  and  with 

clia]-ge ;  and  with  much,  greater  reasoit  afill  nhould  I  Iry  every  raeana  tn 
set  free  mj  fiuthful  soldiers,  now  diitaiii«d  in  a  country  where  it  mast  be 
seen  that  the;  are  likely  to  expei'ience  iti  a  yet  greater  extent,  the  troubles 
from  whicli  tho  inhabitimts  themselTes  have  not  been  able  to  escape. 

"You  will  give  me  in  an  account,  without  delay,  of  the  answer  you  re- 
ceive on  tliis  itnbjeet.  in  order  tliat,  upon  your  doing  so,  detaiJed  nrrange- 
ments  mfty  be  entered  into  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  proposition  made  by 
General  Pichegru,  and  which,  as  I  imagine,  cannot  give  rise  to  any 
difficulty." 

This  note  of  the  Emperor  was  transmitlBd  to  Plchegru  by  General 
Clalrfail^  and  by  hira  transmitted  to  the  oommittees,  who,  alter  deliber- 
atinjt  upon  it,  directed  one  of  their  nnmbcr  to  frame  the  following  deoree  : 

"  The  comtnittee  of  public  tvelfare  of  the  National  Convention,  taking 
into  oonsideratlon  the  letter  of  titeneral  Plchegm,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  army  of  the  Moselle  and  the  Shine,  dated  the  23rd  instant,  respecting 
the  exeetition  of  a  decree  of  the  Kational  Convention  of  the  12th  Messidor 
last,  eoneerning  the  five  representatives  of  the  people,  the  minister,  tlie 
French  ambassadors,  and  the  persons  of  tlieir  suite,  given  up  to  Austria, 
or  arrested  and  detained  by  her  orders,  decrees  m  follows  i 

"Article  L 

"  Citizen  Bachec,  chief  secretaiy  and  interpreter  to  the  embassy  oF  the 
French  republic  in  Siiitzerland,  is  appointed  commissary,  to  negociate 
an  exchange  of  soldiers  in  the  serviee  of  the  French  republic,  made 
prisoners  of  war  by  the  Anstrians,  for  the  soldiers  in  the  senice  of  the 
Emperor  of  Aoatiia,  made  prisoners  of  war  by  the  troops  of  the  French 
republic. 

"Article  IL 

"  In  this  negocialion,  citizen  Baeher  will  aot  conformably  with  the 
i-uieslaid  downby  tlie  laws  ooneerning  the  eichanges  of  prisoners  of  war. 

"Article  III. 
"  He  will  make  a  formal  stipulation,  as  a  preliminary  condition,  and 
sine  qud  Bon,  that  the  five  representatives  of  tho  people,  tho  minister,  the 
French  ambassadors,  and  the  persons  of  their  suite  given  np  to  Austria,  or 
arrested  and  retiuned  by  her  orders,  be  immediately  restored  to  tlbeity, 
and  conveyed  to  Basle,  on  condition  that  the  French  government  Itare  the 
daughter  of  the  last  King  of  the  French  also  conveyed  to  Baele  at  the  sane 
time,  and  delivered  to  the  person  deputed  by  the  Austrian  government  to 
recdve  her ;  and  that  all  other  members  of  the  Bourbon  family,  now  de- 
tmned  In  France,  be  also  at  liberty  to  leave  the  territory  of  the  repHblio, 
the  whole  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  the  Convention  of  thu  ISth 
Uesddor  last" 
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Apiiointment  ot  Madame  BiKquec  lie  CliiiDlereiBe. 

many  difflculties  in  the  way.     Throughout  the  whole  time  that 


i 


N 


demand  tha  liberation  of  the  prisoner  in  the  Temple.  If  these 
various  steps  did  not  lead  to  any  immediata  results,  tliey  had  at 
least  tlie  effect  of  rendering  the  condition  of  the  young  oiphan 
a  little  more  supportable.  For  some  time  past  the  keepers 
had  been  allowed  to  let  her  go  down  into  the  garden.  Gomin 
presented  her  with  a  little  dog  which  had  been  left  with  him 
by  Laurent :  "  It  was  a  haii  bred  spaniel  he  told  mo  i  d 
and  very  ugly ;  his  name  waf.  as  i  ulgar  as  his  pprson  he  w  to 
called  Coco ;  but  his  gentleness  and  affectionate  natuie  maie 
up  for  all  these  faults,  and  Coco  had  tlie  honour  of  sometimes 
producing  for  his  miaties3  some  lelief  from  hei  afSicting 
thoughts.  He  kept  her  company  in  her  solitude,  and  iDllowed 
her  about  the  garden.  Madams's  captivity  was  no  longer  severe. 
For  once  that  I  turned  the  key  to  lock  her  door,  I  turned  it 
twice  to  unfasten  it,  tiiat  Madame  might  come  down.  During 
the  latter  months  she  might  freely  walk  about  the  garden. 
There  was  a  certain  tree  on  which  we  used  to  put  sometimes 
pears,  sometimes  apricots,  sometimes  peaches.  "  That  is  a 
very  nice  kind  of  tree,"  said  the  Princess  to  me,  one  day; 
"  coniplimeot  the  gardener  well  for  me  upon  its  productiveness." 
It  was  at  tliis  period  that,  on  a  demand  from  the  committee 
of  public  welfare,  it  was  decreed  that  a  woman  should  be  placed 
about  the  person  of  Marie- TherSse-Charlotte,  to  keep  her 
company,  and  wait  on  her.  Madame  Bocquet  de  Chantereine 
was  appointed.      She  was  a  very  well-educated  person,  who 
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The  Princess  learns  the  cstent  of  her  cabmily. 

understood  Latin,  spoke  Italian  estremely  well,  drew,  and 
played  on  tiie  harp.*  Her  sympathy  had  been  roused  by  the 
misfortunes  of  the  daughter  of  Louis  XVI.  Aa  soon  as  she 
learned  that  it  was  the  iotention  of  the  govemment  to  give  a 
companion  to  the  prisoner  in  the  Temple,  she  hastened  to 
address  a  letter  to  the  committees  which  decided  their  choice 
of  herself. 

Madame  had  heard  of  the  death  of  her  father,  but  she  did 
not  know  the  fate  of  her  mother  and  aunt,  and  she  thought 
liev  brother  still  suffering  fi-om  illness.  Madame  de  Chan- 
tereine  took  upon  herself  the  mournful  task  of  acquainting  her 
with  the  esteut  of  her  misfortune.  All  cruel  uncertainty, 
fearful  doubts,  and  terrible  suspicions  were  now  to  cease  in 
the  heart  of  the  poor  young  girl,  who,  till  then,  had  inter- 
rogated eyeryone  she  saw  in  yain.  At  length  she  had  met 
with  a  sympathising  woman,  who  was  to  let  her  know  the 
whole  truth.  "Madame  has  lost  both  her  parents  !  "  "  And 
my  brother?"  "You  have  no  brother,  now !  "  "And  my 
aunt  ?  "  "  Your  aunt  is  no  more !  "  "  What !  Elizabeth  too ! 
What  could  tliey  have  to  reproach  her  with  ?  "  Details  were 
given  to  her  amid  tears  and  sobs ;  and  thus,  at  a  single  stroke, 
Madame  heard  of  the  loss  of  all  she  loved  best.  The  wounds 
of  her  heart  now  formed  hut  one  great  wound,  and  all  her 
griefs  raei^ed  into  one  general  grief.  The  story  of  the  Temple 
was  summed  up  in  one  word,  and  the  last  cry  of  the  Passion 
escaped  her  lips :  "  It  is  finished  I  " 

Marie-Ther^se  knew  now  that  she  was  alone  upon  the 
earth.  She  who  had  had  courage  to  acquaint  her  with  her  perfect 
feolatioQ,  thought  herself  rewarded  by  the  honourof  sharing  her 
captivity  and  her  sorrow.  Confidential  intercourse  under  trials 
is  a  holy  tie.  Madame  de  Chantereine  did  everything  in  her 
I>ower  to  make  her  attendance  agreeable  to  the  young  Princess. 
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caprices  it  was  a  present  fiom  Madame  de  Chantfireme  The 
graceful  little  animal  which  Lasne  and  Gomin  both  liked  to 
tPnd  wa6  the  occasicn  (f  a  scrt  of  nvalry  between  the  two 
I  eppprs  Ihe  gcat  was  on  ■very  iamiliar  terms  ^ith  fi-orain ; 
It  woild  come  to  hira  and  display  its  attachment  to  Mm; 
whtre^s  it  pursued  Lasne,  md  ti  ed  to  hult  it  hini  with  its 
heai  ivith  all  H9  mi^ht      Ljsne  was,  imused  at  thi*!  at  first, 
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Lome  and  Ihe  goal. 

bat  became  rather  vexetl  at  it  when  lie  saw  tliat  Madame  had 
ohserred  the  instinct  and  antipathies  of  the  goat.  "  From 
that  time,"  said  Gomiu  to  me,  "  he  had  a  horror  of  the  poor 
animal,  and  it  waa  quite  VEun  for  LiSnard  and  me  to  joke  him 
on  the  subject."  "You  appear  to  be  irritated,"  said  Lienard 
to  him  one  day  ;  "  but  it  is  nothing  in  reality.  It  is  a  fable. 
I  assure  yon  if  La  Fontaine  were  still  alive  he  would  make 
one  at  your  expense,  entitled  the  goat  and  the  ass.* 

As  soon  as  the  news  spread  tliat  Marie-Thereee  walked  about 
freely  in  the  garden,  M.  Hue  hastened  to  hire  a  room  in  the 
Rotunda,  that  house  near  the  tower  of  which  we  spoke  in  the 
description  of  the  Temple,  and  which  was  the  nesu'est  point 
looking  into  the  inclosure  in  all  the  neighbourhood.  From 
the  windows  of  this  room,  on  the  highest  iloor,  it  was  possible 
to  see  Madame  Eoyale,  and  be  seen  by  her.  To  this  garret  the 
faithful  servant  of  the  late  liing  ascended  daily  to  look  on  the 

•  At  this  peiiod  tbere  was  a  song  published  on  the  dog  and  the  goat 
bronght  up  by  Marie-Th^r^M  in  the  Temple.  Of  tlie  tluee  Terees  of  tliis 
BonfT,  clmrjicterised  by  the  bad  tasla  of  the  time^  fiie  last  alone  deaerTes 

"  Vous,  qni,  toujours  61oign6s  d'elle, 
Sur  son  sort  n'avea  point  gemi, 
Ingi'itta,  lojez  son  chien  fiddle. 


II  0  paring^  su  m 

Dans  tee  fers  il  I'a  sn  charmer. 

Oui,  c'est  ainsi  qii'on  peut  hit  plitire, 

Et  voila  comme  on  doit  Vaimer."* 
This  soijg  (Oflj  be  found,  page  13,  in  the  "jidietm  de  Marie-Tliirise.- 
Chaylotte   de  Bourbon,-"    "  Atmanach  pour  f  Annie   1706,  etc.,"   by   M. 
d'Albins  (Miohaud),  Baale.at  Trairuesen,  bookseller,  1T06  (Parifl,  Gueffier), 
iu  ISmo.    Privately  prmtcd,  and  now  very  rare. 

I "  Oh  ye,  UEgfatcfcl,  fir  away, 

Wlio  heaie  no  Mgh  of  sad  rej^ecl. 
Behold  her  dog's  fidelity 
And  hlusli  for  your  deboaed  nejlcol. 
Ho  shored  her  mournful  hours  of  grief, 
And  cheered  the  lonely  prison-wall. 
Ah '.  tlios  may  friendship  bring  relief. 
And  Ibua  should  she  b«  loved  oE  all ! ' 
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daughter  of  bia  mastor.  Madame  Hue,  wbo  was  an  excellent 
musician,  went  thither  also,  together  with  Madame  Duguerre, 
a  professional  lady  from  Louvoie,  whom  she  accompanied  on 
the  harp,  at  ilie  hour  when  the  Princess  took  her  walic.* 

On  the  28th  Thermidor,  8i-d  year  (I5th  August,  1796), 
Marie-Th^rese'a  birth-daj,  the  garret-music  of  tlie  Eotundft 
couid  not  fail  to  make  itself  heard.  Madame  made  her  appear- 
ance in  the  garden,  and  walked  there  a  long  time,  that  she 
might  show  her  friends  how  sensible  she  was  of  the  mark  of 
interest  thej  bestowed  on  her.  But  the  recollections  brought 
to  her  mind  by  that  anniversary  made  her  weep.  "  I  was  walk- 
ing at  a  certain  distance  behind  her,"  said  Gomin  to  nie,  "and 
behind  Madame  de  Chantereine,  and  caught  hut  Htfle  of  their 
conversation  ;  hut  as  we  crossed  each  other  at  a  turn  in  the 
garden,  I  saw  Madame  wiping  her  eyes.  The  music,  and,  above 
all,  the  presence  of  Madame,  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  windows  of  the  E,ue  de  la  Corderie  were 
thronged  with  people.  This  singular  circumstance  was  brought 
to  the  ears  of  the  committee  of  public  wellare,  and  I  was  sent 

•  Among  other  songs,  Madnme  wns  enabled  to  hear  this  verse,  n'hicli 
announced  her  approaching  deliverance,  veij  distinetly ; 
"  Calme-ifli,  jeuiie  infortonfie ; 
Bientat  cea  pottea  Tont  s'ouvrir  ; 
BientSt,  de  tea  fera  dfelivife, 
D'un  del  pur  tu  pourrus  jouir. 
Mais  en  quittnnt  ce  lieu  iiineste, 
OCi  r^gna  le  denil  et  l'«ffiT>i, 
Souviena-toi,  dn  moine,  qu'il  j  reata 
Des  coiura  toujours  dignee  detoi  I  "i 
The  above  lines  are  by  IL  Lepilre,  munioipal  officer,  autlior  of  the  song 
on  "  Biliai  Piety,"  whbh  we  liave  given  at  page  15  of  this  volume. 

1 "  TJnbappj  maden,  calm  Uiy  woe, 
Soon  shall  o)*  Ihese  gales  of  steel ; 
Soon,  thy  bonds  unlooaed,  Ihou'it  go 
Wbere  purer  aties  bright  lifo  raveol. 
But  yet,  thoi^h  this  nbhorrid  pile 
May  never  claim  one  [aint  regret. 
Ah  !  reedlecl  the  hearts  the  white, 
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for  two  days  afterwards.  '  There  are  eoiicerte,  citizens  !  It 
is  an  actress  rehearsing  her  part! '  The  affeir  was  dropped, 
but  we  were  obliged  to  bid  adieu  to  songs  and  music." 

M.  Hue  had  also  been  privately  warned  by  goTerament, 
that  although  the  homage  he  had  already  paid  to  miflfortune 
would  be  passed  over,  an  end  must  be  put  to  such  a  demonstra- 
tion for  the  future.  On  the  35th  August,  Madame  came  down 
into  the  ^irden  as  she  had  done  on  the  dvf  of  the  As^^umption. 
She  thought,  no  doubt,  that  the  manifestation  that  had  been 
roide  on  the  Vugm  Maiy's  day  would  be  repeated  en  Saint 
Louis  s  day,  but  the  concert  did  not  take  place  She  seemed 
disturbed  at  thi-s  Being  afraid  that  she  might  attubute  this 
ceiisafioa  to  some  uufoitunate  eient  Lasne  let  her  Icnow, 
thiough  Madame  de  Chanteieine,  that  nothing  alaimmghad 
occurted  but  that  circumstances,  and  the  orders  of  the  com- 
mittee of  geneial  sateh,  had  pic^ented  a  concert  being  gives 
hei  that  day  Notwithstanding  this  untowaid  event,  M  Hue's 
visits  to  the  Rotunda  were  ai  liequent  as  evei  By  means  of 
one  of  tho-iC  signals  formeily  "gi  ed  upon,  which  she  recollected, 
he  informed  Madame  that  he  "^is  intrusted  with  a  letter  foi 
her;  it  was  from  Louis  XVIII.,  and  M.  Hue  succeeded  in 
introducing  it  into  the  Tower.  Mario-Th^rese  sent  him  oni* 
in  reply,  which  he  transmitted  to  the  King. 

Since  the  arrival  of  Madame  de  Chantereine,  Madame  had 

become,  not  more  busy  than  she  had  been  before  (for  the  young 

Princess  was  never  idle),  but  her  occupations  were  more  varied, 

Ih  ftthli  ttl  dfd  some 

1   f     &h  th    1   b  t    f  w  t  tb    m  m         in  the 

aJt  h        dwkddd  Bthbks  with 

whi  llhll         I       ddh       kdf  ral  otliers, 

wh   I  pi      d    t  1       dp     1— tl  Its    f  Ra   ne  and 

B  1  th  1  te  t  Mad  m  d  b^  on  d  f  M  dame  do 
M     t  b  1  d  by  h  ft!  1      vas  yet 

a  -a       f  m    1     g    f  h    p  Imy  t  f  m         1  y ;  and 

tdtothittotid  tmph        fppf^y  ai^d 
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greStness.  Alas !  her  illusions  fled  ivhen  she  laid  dawn  jier 
hook!  Sometimes,  her  penoil  in  her  hand,  she  ■went  down 
into  the  garden,  to  trace  the  outline  of  the  tower  where  she 
had  home  so  much.  Morning  and  evening  saw  her  at  prajer — 
and  this  was  the  only  religions  act  which  she  could  accomplish 
in  her  prison.  She  seemed  very  seBsible  of  ihe  attachment 
constantly  shown  her,  and  the  better  state  of  things  that  had 
succeeded  to  so  many  priyations.* 

Meanwhile  Madame  de  Tourzel  wbs  engaged  in  another 
negociation,  less  important  than  that  we  have  mentioned  before, 
but  in  which  she  took  a  lively  interest ;  the  aim  was,  to  obtain 
permission  for  herself  and  her  daughter  to  see  Madame  Eoyale. 
By  a  decision  of  the  committee  of  general  safety,  dated  the 
J  6th  Fructidor  (Wednesday,  2nd  September  1795),  this  favour 
was  granted  them  three  times  in  a  1      d   f     The  complete  form 

*  "Madame  seemed  bo  glad  to  lea  tf  tl  id  p  silk  dress  which 
she  had  been  always  mending  up,  a      t!     tmi    of  Robespierre. 

Her  toilet  now  nas  verf  gutlable ;  id  1  oom,  n  tl  morning,  she  wore 
a  dressing'gown  of  white  dimity,  tlie  st  f  th  day  h  was  in  a  nankeen 
drcBs;  on  Sunday  she  put  on  a  linen  one,  and  on  all  the  Boiemn  feasta  she 
adorned  herself  by  putting  on  a  green  silk  dress.  Her  beautiful  hMr, 
which  was  so  thick  Uiat  the  women  who  followed  the  fushion  of  the  period 
pretended  tliat  she  wore  a  wig,  floated  about  as  it  had  always  done,  in  a 
loose  and  graceful  neglige,  confined  by  a  ribbon,  or  sometimes  by  a  hand- 
kerchief fiistened  in  front. 

"GOMIN." 

f  On  hearing  of  Ihe  permission  to  enter  the  Temple  obtained  by 
Mesdames  de  Totirzel,  Baron  de  Maeknu  thought  of  procuring  the  same 
favour  for  his  mother — who  hadformerly  been  under-governess  to  Madame 
— knowing  how  much  she  would  value  it.  He  addressed  himself  on  the 
subject,  to  his  countryman,  Reiibell,  one  of  the  five  dbeotors,  who  willingly 
agreed  to  further  the  accoraplishnient  of  his  wishes.  M.  de  Mackan 
hastened  to  communicate  the  written  permission  he  had  just  received  to  his 
mother,  24th  Fruotidor,  3rd  year  (loth  September,  1795^  and,  without 
giving  her  any  eiplmiation,  let  her  have  the  pleasure  of  reading  it.  "  Oh  1 
Bij  sou!"  cried  she,  embracing  him  tenderly  r  "Oh!  my  son!  1  am  happy,, 
and  I  owe  it  ti>  you !"  Without  loss  of  time  she  repwred  to  the  Temple. 
Madame  bring  informed  of  her  arrival  yielded  to  her  own  impaljenoeto 
see  her,  and  was  in  her  arms  belor©  she  had  crossed  the  court-yard 
"  Madame  deMaekau,"  said  Gomin  to  me,  "who  was  very  old,  and  whose 
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of  this  decree  was  sent  tbem  the  next  morning.  "  1  aslted 
Gauthier"  (de  rAin),  says  Madame  Tourzel,  in  her  unpubhshed 
memoirs,  "  whether  Madame  was  aware  of  the  extent  of  her 
losses.  He  said  he  knew  nothing  at  all  about  it,  and  all  the 
way  from  the  committee, — which  was  held  at  the  H&tel  de 
Brioune, — to  the  Temple,  we  had  the  anxious  thought  on  our 
minds,  that  we  might,  perhaps,  have  to  inform  her  that  she 
had  lost  all  she  held  dear  on  eai-th, 

health  bad  been  considerably  injured  by  a  long  imprisonment,  seemed 
suffering,  nnd  could  sciircely  support  herself.  She  wanlad  to  excuse  herself 
Rir  not  having  been  able  to  get  to  the  tower,  before  the  Princess  came 
down.  '  How  so  ?'  cried  Madione,  wilh  a  hesrt-ftlt  accent,  '  hoiv  could 
I  delay  the  pleasure  of  embracing:  jou  a  siuKle  seeondJ'  'That  is  true,* 
replied  Madame  de  Mackan,  with  a  grateful  smile!  'Madame  has  come 
down  the  steps  much  faster  than  I  could  have  gone  up  them!'  '  It  is  three 
years,  a  month,  and  a  diiy,  since  I  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  you,' 
cried  the  Princess,  ^aln  embracing  ber  govetnesa ;  then  taking  her 
arm,  she  passed  it  under  her  own  nllh  grateChl  afiecUon,  and  thus  assisted 
her  to  walL  Madame  do  Mackau  bad  a  large  while  hat  in  her  hand ;  she 
Tiaa  trying  to  make  use  of  it  to  shade  herself  from  the  mm,  which  annoyed 
her  a  good  deal.  Madame  took  possession  of  the  hat,  jicid  it  up  with  the 
hand  she  bad  at  liberty,  and  tni'ued  it  against  the  sun,  so  that  Madame 
de  Mackau  should  not  sufter  from  it.  'Madame  is  too  good  to  me,' 
said  Madame  de  Mackan.-  'You  have  been  much  better  to  nie,'  replied 
Madame  ;  'I  could  never  repay  you  but  a  very  trivial  portion  of  the  eare 
yon  bestowed  on  me  in  my  childhood  1' 

"Talking  m  this  manner,  they  bad  made  several  steps  forward; 
r«naining  behind,  »jth  Lasne  and  the  rommiasai'y,  and  keeping  at  a  re- 
spectful distance,  I  nas  unable  to  hear  more.  Madame  led  hei  venerable 
visitor  to  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  nnd  made  her  dt  down  on  a  chair 
there  ;  but  either  because  Madame  de  Mackan,  being  indlnposed,  could  not 
bear  the  open  air,  of  the  overUoning  coiifldence  Ihat  Madame  desired  to 
bestow  on  her  governess  at  this,  their  first  interview,  was  disturbed  by  the 
presence  of  witnesses,  though  at  a  distance,  we  saw  her  go  up  to  her  apart- 
ment wiib  her  a  few  minutes  anerwarda." 

It  was  then  that  Marie- Th6r*se  revealed  herself  to  Madame  de  Mackau 
in  her  true  character.  Misfortune  had  fuled  foeilacelbe  signs  of  greatness 
witii  which  Heaven  bad  endowed  her.  With  what  happiness  and  pride  did 
the  old  governess  delightedly  repeat  to  her  children,  what  dignified  msjesty 
she  had  found  in  the  danghter  of  kings,  what  touching  frieiidship  in  her 
pupil  1  She  had  come  to  the  lower  lo  give  consolation  to  a  child,  and  she 
found  a  woman  of  fortitude  there;  she  had  come  to  preach  resignation  to 
hra,  and  she  ibund  an  example  to  follow.    "  Let  ns  weep,"  said  th^  royal 
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Madame  de  Toiirzei'a  nEurnlive. 

"  When  we  reached  the  Temple,  I  gave  in  my  permissica 
to  the  two  keepers,  and  aalced  to  eee  Madame  de  Chantereiiie 
in  private.  She  told  me  that  the  Princess  had  been  made 
acijuainted  with  her  misfortune,  and  waa  expecting  us.  Madame 
came  to  meet  us,  embraced  us  tenderly,  and  conducted  ks  to 
her  room,  where  we  mingled  our  tears  for  all  the  objects  of 
her  regret.  She  spoke  on  the  subject  without  intermission, 
and  gave  us  a  most  distressing  account  of  the  moment  of  her 

phan  bnt  not  for  my  parents  ;  their  lask  is  done,  and  they  have  re- 
d  tl  reward ;  tlie  crown  that  Ood  MmselF  has  now  placed  upon  their 
h    d  never  he  taken  from  them.      Let  us  pray,  not  for  them,  hut  for 

th  wh  occasioned  their  falL  As  for  myself,  these  years,  sad  as  (hey 
w  II  not  have  been  wLthoat  thair  use.     I  have  Iiad  time  to  reflect 

h  f  d,  and  with  my  own  heart,  and  I  am  stronger  lo  bear  trouble, 

I    m  f    f  om  oonroonding  those  wlio  have  deprived  me  of  all  I  loved  best 

tl  w  rid  with  tlie  French  nation  at  large.  I  should  doubtless  he 
d  1  ghted  to  leave  my  prison,  but  I  shonid  prefer  the  humblest  little  house 
m  F  an  Iii  all  the  hononrs  that  olsevihere  awLiit  a  princess  so  nnhappj  as 
nyaelf 

It  ident  that  the  heart  of  Marie-Tbgr^se  had  not  been  emhitlered 
by  tl  1  g  injustice  done  her  bj  mankind.  On  the  contrary,  misfortune 
and  m  d  tation  had  rwsed  her  above  the  vicissitudes  of  the  world,  though 
fate  had  still  in  reserve  trials,  frequent,  long,  unceasing',  but  wliich  never 
had  the  poner  to  touch  or  disturb  her. 

Mesdames  do  Tourzel  and  Madame  de  Maekau  saw  the  Princess  again, 
by  turns,  every  three  or  four  days,  lliat  is,  three  times  in  a  decade.  Thej 
usually  oarao  to  the  Temple  about  noon,  and  did  not  retire  till  seven  or 
flight  o'clock.  Thus,  independently  of  Madame  de  Chantereine,  Madame 
had  friends  to  dine  with  her  at  least  six  IJmes  every  decade.  It  was  in 
the  course  of  one  of  these  conversations,  wbieb  succeeded  each  other 
regularly  during  neart;  two  months,  that  Madame  de  Mackaa  found  ocon^ 
sion  to  appreciate  the  lilial  piety  of  Madame  Boyale.  There  was  a  rejiort 
at  that  lime,  which  appeared  to  have  some  foundation  in  truth,  that 
Madame  was  soon  to  repdr  to  Vienna,  for  the  purpose  of  espousing  the 
Archduke  Charles.  Hadame  do  Mackau  said  to  her  :  "  If  such  a  political 
measure  should  brmg  back  Madame  to  France,  I  should  rejoice  at  it," 
"Ah!"  replied  the  young  giri,  "  I  know  no  political  meiwure  but  the  last 
wishes  of  my  parents;  and  I  will  never  marry  anyone  but  the  Duke 
d'Angouleme  I" 

Marie. Th6r6se-Charlotfe  also  received  a  visit  from  her  nurse,  Madame 
Ii,iurcnt,  who  had  more  than  once  asked  permission  to  wait  upon  her  m 
the  Temple. 
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parting  with  tlie   King,  her  father,  who  had  loved  her  so 
fondly. 

"  At  her  first  entrance  into  the  Temple,  we  had  left  Jtadame 
weak  and  delicate,  and  now,  on  seeing  her  again,  after  three 
years  of  unexampled  misfortune,  we  wero  much  surprised  to 
find  her  tall,  iiandsome,  and  stout,  with  that  noble  bearing 
■which  distinguishes  her  poraon,  Pauline  and  I  were  struck 
with  her  lUienesa  in  feature  to  the  King,  the  Queen,  and  even 
to  Maflame  Elizabeth.  Heaven,  that  had  destined  her  to  be 
a  model  of  that  courage  wh-ich,  without  diminishing  trne 
delicacy  of  feeling,  enables  its  possessor  to  perform  great  actions, 
did  not  allow  her  to  sink  beneath  tlie  weight  of  so  many  sorrows, 
Madame  spoke  of  them  with  angelic  mildness,  and  we  could 
never  perceive  in  her  any  feeling  of  rancour  against  the  authors 
of  her  misfortunes.  Like  a  worthy  daughter  of  Louis  XVI., 
she  pitied  tb.e  French  people,  and  never  ceased  to  love  the 
country  where  she  had  been  so  unhappy.  On  my  saying  to 
her  that  I  wished  to  see  her  leave  France,  that  she  might  be 
delivered  from  her  frightful  capfivity,  she  replied,  with  an 
accent  of  grief :  '  It  is  some  comfort  for  me  to  live  in  a  country 
whose  soil  covers  the  remains  of  all  1  loved  most  dearly  in  the 
world ;'  and  then,  in  a  voice  of  piercing  sorrow,  she  added, 
bursting  into  tears  as  she  spoke  :  '  I  should  have  been  more 
happy  in  sharing  the  fate  of  my  parents,  than  in  living  to 
lament  tbeir  loss!' 

"  Madame  spoke  to  us  with  much  emotion  of  the  young 
King,  her  brother,  and  of  the  ill-treatment  he  continually 
experienced.  The  barbarian  Simon  used  to  ill-use  him,  in 
order  to  oblige  him  to  sing  the  "Carmagnole,"  and  other  detest- 
able soc^  so  as  to  bs  heard  by  the  Princesses.  Though  the 
TO  ng  I  g  1  ad  a  1  orror  of  wine,  Simon  would  force  him  to 
d  nk  t  I  e  e  er  he  waated  to  intosicato  hun.  This  had 
been  lo  e  o  tl  e  day,  when,  before  Madame  and  Madame 
El  zabetl  1  e  m  de  him  say  all  those  dreadful  things  which 
were  ment  oned  on  the  trial  of  our  unfortunate  Queen.     At 
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tiie  close  of  thia  atrocious  scene,  the  young  Prince,  b 
to  rocover  his  senses,  approached  his  sister,  and  took  hold  of 
her  hand.  Perceiving  this,  the  wretch  Simon,  who  envied  him 
even  this  slight  consolation,  carried  him  off  immediately, 
leaving  the  Princesses  in  consternation  at  what  they  had  just 


"I  could  not  refrain  from  asking  Madame  how,  with  so 
much  sensibility,  and  in  so  melancholy  a  solitude,  she  had 
been  ahle  to  bear  «p  against  so  much  misfortune  1 

"  Nothing  could  have  been  more  touching  than  her  reply, 
which  I  cannot  refrain  from  transcrihing :  '  Without  religion,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  do  so ;  that  was  my  sole 
resource,  and  provided  me  with  the  only  comfort  my  heart  waa 
capable  of  receiving.  I  had  preserred  my  aunt  Elizabetli's 
religious  books.  1  read  them  over ;  recalled  to  mind  the  ad- 
vices he  had  given  me,  trying  not  to  disobey  her  injunctions, 
but  to  follow  them  exactly.  When  she  embraced  me  for  the 
last  time,  exhorting  me  to  courage  and  resignation,  she  ex- 
pressly recommended  me  to  request  that  some  female  should 
be  placed  about  me.  Although  I  inanitely  preferred  my 
solitude  to  the  companion  they  would  then  have  given  me,  my 
respect  for  my  aunt's  wishes  would  not  allow  me  to  hesitate; 
my  demand  was  refused,  and  I  confess  I  was  very  glad  of  it. 
My  aunt  had  but  too  truly  foreseen  the  trials  I  was  destined  to 
Buffer,  and  had  accustomed  me  to  wait  on  myself,  and  to  require 
no  one's  assistance.  She  had  laid  out  my  life,  so  as  to  employ 
every  hour  of  it.  The  arrangement  of  my  room,  wy  devotions 
reading,  and  work,  had  each  their  separate  time.  She  had 
caused  me  to  contract  the  habit  of  making  my  own  bed,  dresa- 
ing  my  hair,  lacing  my  stays  myself,  and  dressing  without  any 
help.  She  had  made  me  sprinkle  my  room  with  water  1»  cool 
the  air,  and  had,  besides,  required  me  to  walk  up  and  down  as 
fast  as  possible,  with  my  watch  in  my  hand,  for  an  hour  every 
day,  to  make  up  for  the  want  of  proper  exercise.' 

"We  were  moved  to  tears  by  those  details,  bo  interestiug 
11.  U 
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"■"  MadiiuK,  lie  To 

on  account  of  their  coming  from  tl  1  ps  of  MaUme  1  If 
We  Rdmired  the  courage  of  M  d  ne  El  ab  th  a  d  b  f  e 
Bight,  which  extended  to  everyth  ng  that  Id  be  b  f  1  to 
Madame.  That  excellent  P  n  a  was  the  comf  rt  of  1  er 
augast  family,  and  especially  so  of  the  Queen,  who  had  been 
less  religious  than  her  siator  when  they  first  entered  the  Temple, 
and  had  been  so  happy  as  to  learn  there  to  imitate  the  piety  of 
tliat  angel  of  goodness.  Not  content  with  attending  to  those 
whom  she  lovod,  she  employed  her  last  moments  also  in  pre- 
paring the  persons  condemned  to  share  her  fate  to  appear 
before  their  God,  and  exercised  the  most  heroic  charity  up  to 
the  Tery  moment  when  she  departed  this  life  to  receive  the 
reward  promised  to  virtue  so  exalted,  and  so  sorely  tried,  as 
had  been  that  of  this  good  and  holy  Princess.  From  the  time 
of  her  separation  from  her  aunt,  Madame  had  passed  fifteen 
months  alone,  a  prey  to  her  own  grief  and  melancholy  thoughts, 
and  having  no  book  fo  read  but  "La  Harpe's  Travels,"  which 
she  perused  over  and  over  again;  in  want  of  everything,  asking 
for  nothing,  and  mending  even  her  shoes  and  stockings  with 
her  own  hands.  She  was  sometimes  visited  by  the  commis- 
saries  of  the  Convention,  to  whom  her  answers  were  so  short 
and  laconic  that  they  did  not  make  their  visits  very  long.  It 
seemed  as  if  Heaven  had  set  the  seal  of  its  protection  on  her 
brow,  for  they  all  experienced  a  sentiment  of  respect,  in  which 
not  one  failed  for  a  single  instant. 

"  Notwithstanding  all  her  courage,  Madame  confessed  to  us 
that  she  grew  so  weary  of  her  perfect  solitude,  that  she  used 
to  say  to  hereelf ;  '  If  they  place  some  person  with  me  who  is 
not  a  complete  monster,  I  feet  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  do 
otherwise  than  love  her.' 

"  I  asked  Madame,  one  day,  if  she  had  never  been  ill  during 
the  time  of  her  perfect  solitude ;  '  I  was  so  little  taken  up 
with  my  person,'  replied  she,  '  that  I  paid  very  little  attention 
to  it  at  all!'  She  then  told  us  about  a  fainting  fit  into  which 
Bhe  had  fallen  one  day,  adding  such  touching  remarks  con- 
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ctrniDg  the  ^l  ght  account  in  which  si  e  held  her  1  fe  that  it 
WIS  imiossible  for  us  to  hear  hei  witliout  onr  being  deeply 
affcctel 

From  the  8th  Seitember  the  negociations  begun  at  Bisle 
had  been  earned  on  rcgiiUil>  n  conseqience  of  the  oft  i  of 
mediation  eagerly  made  b}  the  Bu  g  mastei  B  uicaid  chief  of 
the  regency  of  the  state  of  Basle  to  M  le  Baron  de  Degel 
mann  mimstei  ilenipote  t  aiy  to  the  Emperoi  of  Auattn  and 
M  Bather  chi  f  secretary  to  tl  e  emlnssj  of  tl  e  Fiench 
repuUic  Ttese  tvo  diplon  itists  who  could  not  carry  on  a 
diiect  commu!  ication  with  each  other  bees  ise  f  th  state  of 
the  wai  found  a  most  zealous  and  eouciliatmg  mediatoi  be- 
t  \een  the  two  pitties  in  M  Bour  iid 

Everything  appeared  to  be  concurring  to  effect  the  liberation 
of  Marie-Ther6se,  when  some  fatal  circumstances  occurred  to 
delay  an  act  of  justice  already  agreed  to  on  both  sides,  and  of 
which  there  merely  remained  to  concert  the  mode  of  execution. 
The  Convention  was  threatened  with  serious  danger.  Of  the 
forty-eight  sections  composing  the  National  Guard  of  Paris, 
only  five  were  in  favour  of  the  republic,  and  even  this  was  not, 
strictly  speaking,  the  same  as  wishing  well  to  the  Conventional 
government.  On  the  13th Vendfimiaire,  4th  year(5th  October, 
1795),  the  forty-three  adverse  sections  had  risen  and  held 
meetings,  where  they  deliberated  under  arms  ;  the  task  of  put- 
ting down  this  insurrection  was  committed  to  the  artillery, 
ivhich  was  now  first  to  teach  the  land  of  France  to  echo  back 
the  name  of  Bonaparte.  "At  the  moment;"  said  Gomin  to 
me,  "  when,  by  Barras's  orders,  the  future  dictator  was  sweep- 
ing the  steps  of  SaintRooh  and  the  street  of  the  Dauphin 
with  grape-shot,  my  duty  compelled  me  to  enter  the  apartment 
of  Madame.  I  found  her  bathed  in  tears.  '  I  am  weeping  for 
the  blood  that  is  flowing,'  she  said." 

The  enthusiastic  admiration  of  the  Convention  for  the 
man  who  had  just  saved  it,  was  so  much  the  greater  as  its 
alarm  had  been  intense ;  and,  in  the  transport  of  its  grati- 
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tude,  he  waa  promotod  to  general  of  division,  and  appointed 
to  tlie  command  of  the  army  of  the  interior.  Before  dis- 
solving itself,  the  Convention  decreed  that  two-tliirds  of  ita 
memliera  should  he  admitted  into  the  two  councils,  and  that 
it  reserved  to  itself  the  right  of  electing  these  persons.  The 
new  constitution  was  established,  and  the  directorial  govern- 
ment installed  itself  on  the  IStii  Erumaire,  4th  year  (4th 
November,  1795),  in  the  palace  of  the  Luxembourg. 

Changes  taking  place  among  the  higher  powers  are  always 
alarming  to  individuals  in  inferior  stations.  Gomin  was 
afraid  of  his  royalist  sentiments  being  discovered,  and  Madame 
was  herself  alarmed  lest  they  should  talie  fi-om  her  a  keeper  of 
whose  attention  she  could  never  speak  but  with  the  highest 
praise.  She  did  not  conceal  her  uneasiness  from  Gomin,  who 
made  it  his  duty  to  avert  so  distressing  an  event,  and  he  had 
recourse  to  several  protectors,  whose  support  did  not  fail  him 
tn  his  need.* 


•      Equality.  FUEKCH  REPUDLIC.  Libarilj, 

■Wflr  with  iliR  patlisana  War  wilh  Iho  partisana  of  Iba 

of  terror!  eniigiTuila  and  of  rojnllyt 

Saiiimal  Canwntion. 
COMIHTTEB  OF  GENERAL  BASEIT. 
Seclioit  of  Pari!  Police. 
"  Isl  Bmmaite,  4lh  year  of  the  French  Sepublio,  one  ond  indivisibTe. 
"We,  repYesentatives  of  the  people,  and  members  of  tliB  committee  of 
of  general  safety,   police  section,  do  certify  Ihat  citizen  Jean-BapiJate 
Gtmin,  oooimiBaarj  of  tlie  Temple  guard,  has  acquitted  himself  of  tlie 
duties  iniruatcd  to  him  hj  the  committee,  with  zeal,  intelligGnoe,  and 
prubify,  and  that  he  still  deserves  to  be  oontmued  in  the  exercise  of  his 
lUncdonB. 

"G-ADTHIBR,   P.  M.  DELArtJAI. 

"  Eepresentatives  of  tiio  people,  and  members  of  the 
committee  of  general  safety." 
Note, — The  heading  of  tliia  document  is  remarkable.  The  word 
"Frftternity"  has  disappeared,  and  in  the  two  mottoes  opposed  to  each 
other  tlie  Duratorj,  inaugurating  its  double-edged  policy,  declares  at  ono 
and  the  same  time  war  on  "tha  pwdsans  of  Terror,"  and  "the  pattisans 
4^  Boyalty  1" 
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Meanwhile,  eome  royalist  agenta,  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  maurreBtion,  were  arrested.  Among  their  number  was 
LemaUre,  who,  condemued  to  death  on  the  17th  Brumaire,  4th 
year  (8th  November,  ITDO),  refused  to  mahe  any  confession, 
and  died  with  gi-eat  fortitude  and  courage.  His  felSow-prisonera 
were  condemned,  some  to  transportation,  and  some  to  several 
yeara'  impvisonmeAt.  This  affair  had  given  rise  to  wai-m  de- 
hates  in  the  National  Convention,  because  in  Lemaitre'a 
letters  several  deputies  were  pointed  out  as  inclined  to  servo 
the  royal  party.  It  is  tme  that  tlie  only  result  of  this  had 
been  to  prevent  Cambacer^s  from  being  named  director ; 
but  all  these  ramours  of  royalist  conspiracies  had  the  effect  of 
itiduciiig  the  esecutive  authorities  to  retrograde  towards  the 
rigoi-ous  system,  from  wbich  they  had  begun  to  depart,  in  the 
treatment  of  Madame,  since  the  death  of  Louis  XVII. 

On  the  17th  Brumaire,  4th  year  (8th  November,  1795), 
the  keepers  of  the  Temple  were  sent  for  to  the  committee  of 
general  safety.*  Etienne  Lasne  repaired  thither  immediately; 
he  was  rigidly  examined,  and  severe  animadversions  were  made 
upon  his  conduct. 

On  the  19th  Biumaire  (10th  November),  citizen  Leroy, 
agent  of  the  police  commission,  and  bearer  of  an  order  from 
the  minister  of  the  mteiior,  presented  himself  at  the  Temple, 
to  receive  the  declarations  of  Charlotte  Capet  and  citizen 
Bocijuet  de  Chauteieme,  agieeably  to  the  decree  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory ,t  bearing  the  date  of  the  previous  evening. 

The  esamination  of  the  Princess  and  her  companion  took 
plaee  in  the  council-room,  in  presence  of  the  Temple  commis- 
saries ;  and  the  agent  of  the  new  authorities  was  enabled  to 
convince  himself  that  the  two  prisoners  were  in  perfect  igno- 
rance of  the  movement  that  had  disturbed  the  whole  city.  I 

♦lUgiEtCT-Jonrnalofihe  Temple  tower,  of  tlie  irth  Bromiure. 
t  Ibid.,  19lh  Bnimaire. 

X  Next  day,  the  30th  Briimaire  (llth  November),  the  viait  of  an  in- 
spector of  the  Cmnmune  well  nigh  gave  rise  to  an  alarm  in  tho  first 
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Nevertheless,  on  the  21st  Brumaire,  the  two  keepers  o£ 
tbe  Temple  received  orders  not  to  allow,  henceforth,  citizeness 
Chantereiiie  to  leave  the  Temple,  nor  citizeness  Tourael  to 
enter  it ;  al!  communiuatlon  between  the  tower  and  the  exterior 
was  immediately  to  cease.* 

conrl-jarcL  Citizen  Soulos,  hetuJ-cIerk  of  tlie  depBt  of  voiiiclcs  lielongiHg' 
to  the  repnblio,  came  fo  examine  the  coach-lioasts  belonging  to  the  Temple 
palace,  in  oriltr  to  know  how  many  eami^es  they  would  holil."-  The  old 
potter,  Dnrques,  who  had  been  acquainted  with  Soulas,  and  who  hud  not 
teen  him  for  eighteen  months,  was  persnaded,  in  consequence  of  something 
he  lind  been  told,  that  this  peraon  had  been  guillotined.  What,  then,  was 
his  horror  when,  at  about  three  o'clock,  P.W.,  on  a  dnik  November  after- 
noon, there  appeared  oatside  the  window  of  his  lodge  the  head  of  this 
eame  Soulns,  pale  and  lia^atd  (for  he  nas  recovering  fjom  an  illness), 
and  with  a  voluminous  red  cravat  bound  tight  around  his  neck  !  A 
piercing  cry  escaped  from  tho  old  man,  and  grasping  at  the  belL-puU  ha 
rang  a  hastj  peal,  which  gave  notice  to  those  within  of  tlie  approach  of  a 
superior.  Gamin  hastened  thither,  and  found  Lilnard,  Meunier,  and  se- 
veral National  Gluanls,  who  had  been  attracted  to  the  spot  h;  the  cries  of 
the  porter ;  but  the  latter  had  already  recovered  from  hia  fright,  and  began 
to  laugh  with  tho  rest  when  he  saw  Gomin  approach  the  phmitom,  and 
Bhake  hands  with  hun  cordially. 

Lasne,  who  did  not  like  Darqne,  was  delighted  at  this  occurrence ;  in 
the  first  moment  of  hia  being  informed  of  it,  he  said  to  Gomin  ;  "  We'll 
stick  the  old  fool  down  in  our  report;  it  will  ha  great  fun!"  "It  would 
be  very  ill-natured,"  returned  his  colleague,  "and  very  ridicidous,  also,  the 
more  so,  as,  if  it  were  in  our  journal,  WB  should  have  to  reiicatil^  in  our  daily 
report  to  the  authorities,  and  to-day  is  the  very  first  time  we  have  to  cor- 
respond with  cidzen  BSnesteeh,  minister  of  the  interior.s 

:iiipk  tover,  SOth  Blon: 


t26<d.,20tblj™mi™. 

•  "Commissi 

on  of  Administrative  Police,  Paris. 

"Tothecommisi 

!aries  appomtcd  to  the  Temple  guard. 

"Citizens. 

.  "We  send  yon  the  anneiad  copy  of  two  orders  from  the  Esecutive 
Directory  relative  to  citizcnessoa  Bocquet  Chantereine  and  TourKi:l,  of  the 
201h  Brumnire  {this  present  month).    You  will  he  good  enough  fo  conform 
to  them  esactlj,  and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them  by  the  bearer. 
"HAWNOCiiUE. 
"GUEKTN. 

"  Administrative  Commissaries.** 
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EsclQsion  of  Mulome  d6  Inuiiel, 

These  measures  had  been  dictated,  by  various  political  mo 
tivGS.     It  was  said  that  Madame  de  Touvzal  was  passioimtaly 

"  Ailministrative  Commission  of  Police  for  Paris. 
"Extract  fi'om  the  register  of  the  delibeiaiaons  of  the  Iseoutiya  Directory. 
"20th  Brumiure,411»  year  of  the  Republic,  one  and  indivisible. 
"  The  Exefintirs  Directory  decrees  tliat,  from  this  day  forflt,  eitizenesa 
Bocqnet  Chanteceine,  attending  on  Charlotte  Capet  in  the  Temple  tower, 
shall  not  leave  the  Temple,  nor  have  any  communication  nith  any  person 
beyond  tlia  ivalls.  In  consequence  whereof  the  commissaries  appointed  to 
tiie  gnavdof  tbe  building  are  forbidden  1^  give  entrance  thither  to  any 
other  parson,  or  to  allow  citizeness  Eocquet  Chantereine  to  leave  it, 

"  Tlie  minister  of  the  interior  is  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  this 
present  decree.  "Ketibell,  President 

"P.  Baukas,  Secretary. 
"  Sent  to  tlie  nilmiiiistrative  commission  of  jwlica  to  bs  carried  into 
execution.    Paris,  this  2l3t  Briuncdre,  4th  year  of  the  Republic. 

"Bebezecs,  Minister  of  tlie  Interior." 
"Exact  copy, 

"  IlANNOCQUE. 

"Adininisti'ativo  Commissaries." 

' '  Administrative  Commission  of  Police  for  Paris. 
"Extvaetftom  the  register  of  the  deliberations  oftheEseontive  Directory. 
"20th  Brumaire,  4th  year  of  the  Republic,  one  and  mdmaible 
'  Tiie  Executive  Directorj  annuls  the  permission  granted  to  citizenesa 
Toarzel  and  her  daughter  to  Bee  Cliarlutte  Capet,  now  detained  at  the 
Temple,  three  times  per  decade;  in  consequence  whereof  the  LommissarieB 
appointed  to  the  Temple  guard  are  forbidden  to  admit  the  said  citiaenesB 
Tourzel. 

"  The  minister  of  the  interior  is  intrusted  witli  the  execution  of  this 
present  deci'ce.  ..  Reudell,  President. 

"P.  Babkas,  Secretarj." 
loiter  down  we  find  the  following  ivords : 

"  Sent  to  tbe  administi'ative  commission  of  police,  in  ortler  to  its  being 
carried  into  execution.  Piu:is,  tliia  21st  Brmnaire,  4tli  year  of  lie 
Eepubiie. 

"Bgnezech,  Jlmister  of  the  Interior." 

"Hankocql'b. 

"GUERIM. 

•'Administrative  Commissaries." 


„  Google 


IO0I8   THE    BEVENTEENTH.  [BOOK  19. 

Setcrily  towaiila  Modamo  de  Tqui^eI. 

s  for  the  marriage  of  the  young  Marie- Thereae  with  the 
Archduke  Charles  ;  she  was  suspected  of  favouring  the  wishes 
of  Austria  on  that  head,  and  it  was  therefore  thought  expedient 
to  get  rid  of  her  influence  in  the  Temple. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  tlie  orders  given  were  sb-ictly  carried 
out.  Tliis  unespected  severity,  wbich  cut  off  all  connection 
between  Madame  de  Chantereine  and  her  family,  threw  her 
into  such  a  state  of  distress  that  Marie-TbSrese,  hecoming 
alarmed  for  her  health,  insisted  on  her  claiming  the  perform- 
ance of  the  conditions,  under  protection  of  which  she  had 
entered  the  Temple.* 

Towards  Madame  de  Tourzel  measures  of  gi-eater  severity 
had  been  adopted.  "On  the  8th  Novemher,"  she  says,  "an 
armed  force,  accompanied  by  two  police  commissaries,  came  to 
my  house,  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  an  order 
for  my  arrest :  and  not  finding  me  there,  the  two  commissaries 
established  themselves  in  my  room  ta  wait  my  return.  I  had 
gone  out  early,  and  was  returning  again  quietly  to  breakfast, 
when  the  wife  of  our  housekeeper  gave  me  warning  of  what 
was  going  on.     I  turned  back,  and  went  to  ray  legal  adviser, 

•  The  Temple  commissfiries  transmitted  Madame  de  Chanferelne'3 
letter  to  the  miiiisier  of  the  inferior.'  Marie-Th&Sse,  more  and  more 
anxious  ou  account  of  tlie  nervous  state  in  which  she  sllh  her,  beg|^ 
Gionun  to  acqudnt  the  government  ivith  her  uneasiness ;  tmd  the  comniia- 
eaiies  closed  the  report  of  the  day,  which  they  sent  to  the  minister  of  the 
interior,  in  tlie  following  terms : 

"Citizenesa  Clmntereine,  in  great  distress  nt  the  nncei'tainly  of  her 
situatiou,  implores  yeia,  citizen  minister,  to  attend  to  her  letter  of  jea 
terdaj;   she  hopes  you  will  bo  so  good  as  to  give  her  a.  tew  words  in 

The  minister  made  no  reply  by  letter,  but  he  had  Madame  da  Chtinte- 
relne  privately  encouraged  to  fear  nothing,  and  her  mind  being  set  at  rest 
ly  (liis  asBuraace  she  tranqnilly  awnited  the  coming  of  a  brightec  futnre. 
^  did  justice  to  the  cbaracler  <A  M.  Ceneaecb,  and  fearlessly  applied  to 
bim  on  anothei  occasion.^ 

1  Bagistet.Joui>nil  of  flie  Temple  tower,  report  of  foe  SSod  Bnunaira,  4a.  veat. 

SJii'iJL.SSrdJiriuuEuri:. 

s  Ibid.,  38lh  Bi'imuiire. 
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Severity  towards  Madame  d«  Tourwl. 

who  resided  m  thp  Eue  di.3  B iit^n^iiis,  ju  oidei  to  gim  time 
to  leflect  on  whit  wag  hest  to  be  dene  m  my  iituitijn  I 
knew  that  the  peison  who  hid  the  coirespondence  of  the  King 
had  heen  airested  and  that  he  had  in  his  possesjicn  a  lettei 
which  I  ha*3  wiitten  to  hi?  Majeslj,  enclosing  h  m  one  from 
Milime  I  had  besides  it  mj  house  the  manusciipt  nntten 
by  II  Hue  who  had  urged  me  to  talco  time  to  read  it  o\er 
All  this  diituibed  me  and  made  me  uncertiiQ  whitto  do  when 
Madamp  Chaioat  whom  I  had  found  means  to  atquamt  mth 
the  plaie  to  Trhich  I  had  letirel  let  me  know  that  she  had 
put  the  manusciipt  m  a  safe  place  M}  mmd  being  thus  set 
at  rest  on  that  sooie  and  I  being  unwilling  to  let  it  be  said 
that  I  concealed  rajself  at  the  time  I  had  hiped  to  havi' 
accompanipd  Madame  I  went  home  agiin  to  iun  thb  risk  of 
whatevet  might  befill  me  theiL  As  soon  aa  I  enteied  the 
house  the  police  commis&aiiea  made  out  an  mventti'j  of  my 
pipers  I  took  my  dmnei  quietlj,  lefoie  I  repaired  to  the 
Hotel  de  Bnoniie  where  the  committee  of  publio  ivellaie, 
which  d  d  not  open  pioceedings  before  six  o  cloclv  held  their 
meetings  Mj  tvo  diughteis  Pidine  and  Midtme  de  Cha 
rost  folbvcl  me  to  the  cimmittee  "V^e  were  kept  more  than 
an  hcui  in  the  outei  room  leading  to  that  where  I  waa  to  be 
cvamiue  1  they  did  not  fail  to  give  me  "^1  the  details  of  the 
d(,  th  of  poor  Lemaitre,  end  to  add  that,  henceforward  the 
^reat  st  severity  wouli  be  exercised  as  regarded  the  royalists, 
ml  e\en  la  lies  weanag  bonnets.*  I  was  subjected  to  a  cross- 
e-^amination  which  lasted  more  than  two  hours ;  and  then,  at 
eleven  o  clock  at  night,  I  ^vas  taken  to  the  college  of  the 
Qtiitre  Nations  which  had  been  turned  into  a  prison,  where  1 
remained  m  solitary  confinement.  Three  days  after  this  I 
w  IS  tahen  before  fcieur  Violette,  justice  of  the  peace.  There 
I  leainel  that  they  had  shown  no  more   consideration  for 

•  The  lower  or  !er?  m  JFrance  do  not  wear  bonnets.  A  servant  would 
never  think  of  such  an  article  of  dress,  neither  would  her  misliess  iiibiv 
it.— TitAKSIAIOB. 
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Madame  thau  they  had  done  to  myself,  and  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  her  replies  talljiog  exactly  ™th  mine  that  I 
was  restored  to  liberty.  The  result,  perhaps  the  object,  of 
this  last  piece  of  tyranny  was  to  prffvent  my  accompanying 
Madame  to  Vienna,  and  to  have  a  pretest  for  informing  the 
Emperor  that  I  was  prevented  from  accompanying  Ler  by  the 
fact  that  an  accusation  was  then  hanging  over  my  head." 

These  occurrences  at  Paris  had  not  put  a  stop  to  the  nego- 
ciations  carried  on  at  Basle  by  the  diplomatists  of  France  and 
Austria.  These  two  persons  had  signed  some  mutual  engage- 
ments on  the  8th  October,  which  seemed  to  bring  tho  desired 
object  nearer  than  before.  The  Austrian  government,  who 
were  now  more  than  ever  suspected  of  a  design  to  marry  Arch- 
dulte  Charles  to  Madame  E  by  w      h  union  they  might 

revive  the  right  they  still  con  d  d  h  n  'Cs  as  possessing 
to  the  territory  of  Alsace  ai  1  L  an  d  already  brought 
the  prisoners  included  in  the  h  g  n  a  o  the  frontiers  of 
France.      As  early  as  the  N      mb       M.  Bacher  h;i.,l 

been  informed  by  Baron  de  D  g  maa  h  he  said  prisoners 
had  arrived  at  Friboui^,  in  B  u  and  a  at  the  first  sig- 
nal, they  could  proceed  in  on  day  R  hen  a  village  situated 
in  the  territory  of  Basle,  wh         as  elected  for  their 

being  given  up  to  the  Frencli  negociator.  From  day  to  day, 
and  from  hour  to  hour,  the  latter  was  expecting  from  Paris 
the  announcement  of  the  departure  of  the  daughter  of  Louis 
XVI.,  but  that  intelligence  did  not  come.  The  reason  of  this 
delay  was,  that  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  tho  insurrection  of 
Vend^miaire  and  the  bloody  repression  of  the  same,  by  which 
the  Convention  had  bid  adieu  to  France,  was  succeeded  by 
certain  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  unskilful  conduct 
of  the  minister  of  the  Grand-duke  of  Tuscany,  the  first  pi'iaoe 
who  bad  acknowledged  the  French  republic.  This  minister, 
M,  de  Carletti,  who  had  been  several  months  accredited  at 
Paris,  had  never  taken  the  least  step  in  favour  of  the  Hber- 
fttion  of  Madame;  but  recollecting  that  she  was  at  the  Templo, 
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when  the  repoit  of  lor  leaving  it  liidtecome  genoial  he  asked 
pel  iiisbion  to  see  a  pimcess  so  neirly  connected  ty  the  ties  of 
blood  with  his  court  His  request  not  bcmg  glinted  he  re- 
newed it  and  his  uiging  it  so  warmly  and  so  lUslvisedly 
aronsed  the  suspicions  of  the  Director)  and  M  de  Carletti 
lecened  his  pissport  to  Icive  Fiance  ■< 

*  This  departure  was  liailed  bj  tlie  oomie  writera  of  the  daj  in  the 
following  Bfjinaas,  to  tlie  nir  oiPonendi  Calpigi: 
"  Je  Euis  n^  natif  Je  Florence, 
Je  fus  ax  moia  ministre  en  France; 
Mius  d^ja  m'en  voila  parti ; 
Pmero  euro  CarUtli ! 
J'avnis  I'hamenr  r^pablicaine, 
Et  je  nk'nccommadais  sans  p^e 
De  tout  cc  qa'on  Msiat  ici. 
Povero  earo  Caihtii! 
3aA\%  Aot^on  Eur  Diane 
Osfi  porter  un  leil  profane : 
Par  dea  ohiens  il  fut  aesailli. 
Poveto  caro  Carletti  ! 
A  cetf  e  jenne  prisonnlfere 
Tilun  crenr  ns  B'int^ressait  gu^ ; 
Jen'j  Bongeni  pnsjusqu'IoL 
FmeTocoTo  Carletti! 
Tout  ^  coup  il  me  vieiit  en  itto 
D'^fre  titnt  eoit  peu  plus  honu6iei 
Comme  Addon  je  snis  punL 
FBiieroearoCarleUU'n 
Thus,  nller  the  drama  eaine  the  little  comedy.    The  imprndenee  and 
awkwardness  of  a  poor  diplomatist  were  panislied  as  tliej  deserved  to  be ; 
but  they  retsi'ded  the  liberitiou  of  Madame  Eojflle  for  severd  daje. 
"  Mj  native  Florence  sent  me  bere. 
But  non  I'm  iaieei  from  Fruice  to  flea— 
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Still,  the  movement  wlin.li  earned  public  opimon  along 
with  it,  and  wliioli,  but  for  the  aimed  violence  of  the  autLori- 
ties  OQ  the  13tli  Vend^muue,  and  afterwaida  on  the  18tli 
rructidor,  would,  in.  all  piobihility,  ha\e  lei  to  the  leotoiation 
of  monarchy,  was  making  itself  felt  on  every  eide,  and  the  ideas 
and  interests  of  men  began  to  turn  to  the  exiled  Prince.  An 
enthre  re-aotion  was  visible  in  public  acta  and  forms.  The 
Executive  Directory  authorised  the  departure  of  tho  captive 
from  tho  Temple  in  the  following  terms : 

"  Extract  fr<m,  Ute  renter  of  ilie  Executive  DirecUmj  of  tlie  6(ft 
day  of  Frimaire,  Uh  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  anA 
indivisihle  (37(A  November,  1795). 

"  The  Executive  Directory  decrees  that  the  ministers  of  the 
interior  and  of  foreign  affo,it3  be  directed  to  take  all  measures 
necessary  to  expedit*  the  exoliaage  of  the  daughter  of  the  last 
King  of  France  for  the  citizens  Camus,  Quinette,  and  other 
deputies  or  agents  of  the  republic;  to  appoint  an  oflicer  of 
gendarmerie,  fit  and  proper  for  such  a  duty,  to  accompany  the 
daughter  of  the  last  King  as  far  as  Basle ;  and  to  allow  her, 
from  amongthe  persons  who  had  ehai'ge  of  her  education,  those 
whom  she  prefers  to  go  with  her, 

"  To  be  despatched  conformably. 

"  Eedbel,  President. 
"By  the  Executive  Directory. 

"Lagarde,  Secretary- Gen  era], 
"  EiiNEZECH,  Minister  of  the  Interior." 
M.  Benezech,  minister  of  the  interior,  was  as  prompt  in 
the  execution  of  this  order  as  he  had  been  zealous  in  promoting 


To  be  kind  10  her  I  name, 
Ael«on-lilie,  Tm  forced  to 
Povero  SUV  Carlelli .'" 
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it.  The  very  next  morning,  7th  Frimaire,  4th  year  (28th  No- 
vember, 1795),  he  went  in  person  to  the  Temple,  to  acijiiaint 
Marie- Tiierese  with  the  news  of  her  liberation,  and  to  ask  what 
ladies  she  would  wish  to  aceompanj  her,  Madame  first  of  dl 
named  Madame  la  Baronnc  de  Mackau,  and  inquired  whether 
the  persons  she  took  with  her  iiiight  without  inconvenience 
remain  with  her  at  the  court  of  Vienna?  "Certainly,"  replied 
M.  Benezech,  "  if  the  Emperor  will  allow  them ;  the  objec- 
tion, if  there  be  any,  will  not  be  made  by  the  French  goTern- 
ment."  Encouraged  by  these  kind  expressions  of  the  minister, 
"I  should  like  veiy  much,"  added  Marie-Th&'ese,  "to  take 
with  ma  also  Madame  de  Touraet,  who  was  governess  to 
my  brother,  and  Madame  de  Serent,  who  was  lady-in-waiting 
to  my  nunt."  "  I  hope,"  rejoined  M.  Beuezech,  "  that  there 
will  be  no  difBculty  ia  carrying  out  Madame'e  wishes.  I 
will  go  and  communicate  them  to  the  Directory,  and  to  tha 
persona  you  have  named.  But  that  is  not  all  ;  there  org 
several  other  arrangements  which  belong  more  especially  to 
my  department,  and  I  wish  them  to  he  made  so  as  to  accord 
mih  your  owa  desires.  I  mean  the  articles  of  dress  that 
you  will  have  to  take  with  you.  To-day,  or  to-morrow,  I  wilJ 
send  persons  to  consult  with  you  on  the  subject  ;*  and  they 
will  follow  your  orders.  I  shall  then  taiie  upon  myself  the 
arracgements  for  your  journey."  M.  Benezech  left  Madame 
much  affected  by  the  consideration  he  had  shown  her.  Next 
day,  8th  Frimaire,  4th  year  (39th  November,  1795),  two 
members  of  'the  administrative  commission  of  jiolice  made 
their  appearance  at  the  Temple,  bringing]  the  ip,Uowing  safe- 
conduct,  written  in  the  minister's  own  hand,t 

"  Paris,  7th  rrimaire,  4th  year  of  the  Republic,  ai.e  and  indivisible 

"  The  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
"  Authorises  the  commissaries  on  guard  at  the  Temple  to 
»  Register-Journal  of  tlie  Temple  tower,  of  the  8tli  Frimaire. 


...Coogic 


L0TJI3    THE    SEVENTEENTH. 


give  admission  to  citizens  Guerin  and  Houdeyer,  members  of  the 
adraiuietrative  commission  of  police,  and  to  permit  them  to 
confer  with,  the  daughter  of  Louis  XVI,,  now  a  prisoner  in  tlie 
Temjle  tower. 


The  Prineeas  was  very  moderate  iti  Ihe  demamls  she  was 
requested  to  make  with  lespect  to  clothing  and  jewels.  So 
long  accustomed  to  the  most  rigid  simplicity,  it  seemed  as  if 
elie  could  not  consent,  but  vdth  a  bashful  kind  of  timidity,  to 
the  composition  of  the  elegant  outfit  just  offered  her  by  the 
revolutionary  government.  They  had  long  denied  her  what 
was  barely  necessary,  and  now  they  wished  to  load  her  with 
superfluities.  She,  who  had  mourning  to  wear  for  so  many  dear 
ones,  would  have  deemed  it  a  crime  to  accept  of  ornaments. 
Therefore,  while  she  expressed  her  thanks  in  dignified  terms 
to  the  messengers  of  the  authorities,  she  confined  herself  to 
the  aeleotion  of  some  few  articles  of  linen  and  common  stuffs, 
and  some  shoes,  of  which  she  stood  in  need.  The  police 
administrators  repeated  to  her  again,  that  she  might  extend 
her  demands  very  much  further ;  and  begged  her  to  make  her 
wishes  and  intentions  on  the  subject  known  without  restric- 
tion to  the  commissary  keepers  of  the  Temple,  who  might 
then  make  out  a  statement  to  which  due  attention  should  be 
paid  ;  and  then  withdrew, 

Lasna  and  Gomin  began  to  make  out  this  list.  They 
observed  to  Madame,  that  now  she  was  free,  and  about  to 
repair  to  tbe  court  of  Austria,  she  would  reijuire  some  orna- 
ments suitable  to  her  rank;  but  tbey  spoke  in  vain.  "If 
they  would  only  allow  me,"  replied  she,  "  to  carry  away  with 
me  some  few  tokens  that  might  remind  me  of  that  rank :  if  I 
had  given  back  to  me  some  articles  that  belonged  to  my  mother 
and  myself,  and  which  were  taken  from  us  a  few  days  after 
our  arrival  at  the  tower,  that  is  ail  I  ask." 

The  two  keepers  made  out  a  list  of  the  articles  that  were 
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'  Co  mill's  kindness. 

or  might  be  used  by  Marie-Therese-Oharlotfe  *  and  sent  it  to 
the  administrative  commissaries  of  police.  But  tliere  tlie  line 
of  their  duty  stopped.  How  could  they  take  upon  themselves 
to  give  the  authorities  an  intimation  which  would  look  like 
advice  ?  They  did  not  dare  do  so.  Gomin  ti-ied  to  put  the 
minister  upon  the  track,  from  which  he  himself  naa  obliged 
to  recoil.  There  was  a  chest  of  drawers  in  the  lower  room 
of  the  tower,  which  had  been  sealed  up  for  a  long  time. 
Laurent  had  told  him  formerly  that  those  drawers  contained 
diamonds,  jewels,  and  various  stuffs,  which  had  belonged  to 
the  royal  family.  Gomin  had  kept  the  secret  to  himself; 
he  now  thought  that  the  time  had  come  to  speak  of  t!iis 
chest  of  drawers,  hoping  naturally  that  it  might  he  opened,  and 
that,  if  Laurent's  account  proved  true,  it  would  probably 
come  into  the  minister's  mind  to  restore  the  precious  relics 
that  Madame  demanded. 

In  the  following  terms,  therefore,  the  good  keeper  made  out 
the  report,  according  to  the  daily  duty  of  his  colleague  and  him- 
self, and  Bent  it  to  the  minister  of  the  interior : 

"  To  the  Citizen  Blinister  of  the  Interior. 

"  lOlh  Friniaire,  4tli  year  (1st  December,  1795j, 


"  In  consequence  of  the  d 
bers  of  the  administrative  commission  of  police,  on  their  visit 
to  the  Temple,  on  the  8th  instant,  we  have  this  day  presented 
them  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the  articles  that  are,  or  may 
be,  furnished  for  the  use  of  Marie-Therese-Oharlotte. 

"  There  is  iu  the  lower  raom  of  the  tower  a  chest  of  drawers 
which  have  been  sealed  up ;  we  do  not  know  what  they  may 
contain,  but  we  think  it  cm-  duty  to  make  you  acquainted  with 
this  fact. 

"  We  have  nothing  else  to  announce  to  you.  Guard  is 
carefully  kept  ovor  the  tower. 

•  Eeglster-Joumal  of  the  Temple  tower,  lOth  TnroaJte,  4th  year. 
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Tlie  chest  of  drawers, 

Gomin's  innocent  stratagem  succeeded  in  this  partic.ulftr. 
Tiie  minister,  tlii-ough  the  medium  of  the  administration  of 
police,  demanded  an  explanation.*  He  learned  from  them, 
by  the  report  given  them  by  the  keepers  of  the  Temple, 
that  the  cheat  of  drawers  in  question  had  been  trought  down 
into  the  loner  room  of  tlie  tower  on  the  94th  Brumaire,  2nd 
year  (14th  November,  1793),  and  that  the  seals  had  been 
affixed  to  them  by  tlie  members  of  the  Commune  on  duty  that 
day.t  Citii^eas  Hannocque,  Guerin,  administrative  commissary 
of  police,  and  Baron,  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  Section  du  Mail, 
came  to  the  Temple  by  an  order  from  the  minister,  to  proeeed 
to  the  removal  of  the  seals,  and  to  maJte  an  investigation  into 
the  contents  of  the  drawers-J 

But  Gomin'a  success  went  no  further  than  this.  "  The  in- 
ventory," he  told  me,  "  contained  many  things  which  Madame 
%vould  have  been  greatly  pleased  to  have ;  but  I  do  not  t}iink 
M.  Benezech  had  power  to  give  them  to  her.  I  have  been 
assured  that  his  kind  intentions  were  warmly  opposed  by  the 
Directory,  who  were  all  divided  in  opinions  and  wishes.  Not- 
withstanding the  difficulties  lie  met  with,  the  minister  of  tho 
interior  did  not  the  less  pursue  hia  design  of  having  a  auitabla 
outfit  prepared  for  Marie-Thgr6se.§  Benezech  did  not  stop 
here ;  he  appealed  to  the  vanity  of  the  Directors,  representing 

■  Rp^i'^ter  Jonrnn!  of  the  Templo  iower,  12th  Frimalre. 

+  Ibid 

J  Begister  Journal  of  the  Temple  tower,  of  the  leih  Frimnii'e.  A 
circumstantuil  statement  aecompiuiied  this  invcntorj,  vhiuh  ive  gn  e  amoni' 
iho  doenraents.  No  VI,  This  breaiing  of  the  seals  wns  heard  of  bejond 
the  wills,  and,  is  is  always  the  case,  the  foot  was  exaga:eraiecl  disfigured, 
and  said  to  apply  generally.  To  pat  a  slop  to  this  report  cil  zeu 
Francois,  inspector  of  national  domains,  came  some  days  nfternnrd'j  (on 
the  19th  Irimaire)  lo  veiify  the  seals  affixed  in  the  old  Temple  palace 
and  he  stated  officially  that  the  administrative  commisBion  of  police  had  uot 
encroached  on  the  duties  of  the  commission  of  domuns  (Register- Journal 
of  the  ISth  Frimalre).  ' 

§  Finding  himself  opposed  by  the  prisoner  herself,  ho  determined  to 
act  without  her  consent,  and  made  infjuiries  of  the  Templo  commiss 
Ito  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  seamstresses  and  dressmakers  o. 
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to  them  that  it  ^Tas  for  the  honour  of  the  new  governmeiifc  to 
prove  to  Europe,  not  only  that  they  did  uot  follow  in  the  blooJy 
track  of  the  paat,  but  aUo  tliat  they  knew  how  to  unite  with  a 
rigid  performance  of  their  duty,  the  consideration  due  to  tlie 
representative  and  daugliter  of  those  who  had  i-uled  the  laud 
for  so  many  ages.  He  ventured  to  pi-opo30  that  the  young 
Marie-Tlierese  should  traverse  the  country  in  a  caL&h  drawn 
by  eight  horses,  and  accompauied  by  all  the  persons  shehad 
chosen  as  her  suite. 

The  effect  produced  by  the  boldness  and  novelty  of  this 
proposal  may  readily  be  conceived :  still,  after  the  first  moment 
of  surprise,  the  idea  of  Benezech  was  seriously  discussed ;  the 
very  stmogenesa  of  the  measure  gave  it  a  sort  of  interest. 
Some  saw  in  itj  cot  only  an  example,  of  the  generous  sentiments 
upheld  by  the  new  anthorities,  but  also  a  proof  of  the  indis- 
putably firm  foundation  of  the  republic;;  others  and  older  poli- 
ticians were  apprehensive  lest  the  spectacle  of  this  last  reflection 
of  royalty  might,  in  some  measare,  excite  the  monarchical 
tendency  of   the  people,  or  provoke  i-evolutionary  opposition. 


pei'son  committed  to  their  eliiirge.i    It  was  not  without  some  difllcultj  lli.tt 
the  two  commissaries  sacceeded  in  procuring  tlia  following  adrh^esses ; — " 
Citizeness  Clonet,  seamstrsss,  No,  6T0,  Rua  de  Lille.s 
Citizeness  Gamier,  dresBmaker,  No.  130,  Bonleviird  de  Babylon.^ 
Benezech  Eentfor  these  n'orkn'omen,  and  gave  them  their  instructions 
himself  recommending  them  to  e^terciee  the  most  ciireriil  zcnl  end  (he 
promptest  exactness  ,  but  there  cvns  no  oacaeion  to  give  tliem  sucti  an 
exhortation ;  it  was  enough  for  them  to  know  for  whom  they  wei'e  fo 
work.    Eire  davs  and  five  nighta  were  taken  up  in  preparins',  at  their 
warehonMS,  the  outfit  intended  lor  the  daughter  of  the  last  King  by  the 
republican  anthoiitica 


1  Bceimet-Journal  of  (he  Temple  lower, 

IGlhFmQBite.dlh 

year. 
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indignant  at  the  re-action  of  ilio  government.  Accoi-diiig  to 
them,  it  would  be  equally  imprudent  to  exalt  the  royalist  faction 
and  to  challenge  republican  feeling  ;  their  opinion  prevailed, 
but  yet  they  displayed  a  conciliatory  spirit.  The  Directoiy 
decided  that  Madame  should  travel  incognito  as  far  as  the 
frontier,  but  they  perm  tt  1  h  t  b  onveyed  on  to  Basle  in  a 
superb  conveyance  dr  vn  by  e  t,l  t  1  sea,  and  it  was  desired 
that  the  splendid  outfit  J  d  f  1  by  the  minister  of  the 
interior  should  be  pre      t  d  t    1  that  town.  The  republic, 

it  will  be  observed,  v  \>  ta  n  h  mane  :  it  consented,  with 
unusual  graciousness,  to  considei  the  lady,  who  might  never  in 
its  territory  be  other  tban  a  prisoner,  as  becoming  once  more 
a  princess  so  soon  as  she  touched  a  foreign  soil ;  and  displayed 
a  kind  of  fatuity  in  proving  to  Austria  that  the  traditions  of 
ancient  courtesy  and  knowledge  of  the  world  were  not  entirely 
lost.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  republic  did  not  choose  to 
seem  to  favour  the  matrimonial  schemes  of  the  Austrian  policy, 
and  decided,  in  consequence,  that  Madame  do  Tourzel  should 
not  accompany  young  Marie-Therms e. 

Benezech  informed  the  Princess  by  word  of  mouth  of 
the  new  arrangemeats  that  had  been  made  for  her  departure, 
Madame  was  to  take  but  one  lady  with  her,  which  amounted 
to  an  interdiction  to  Mesdames  do  Tourzel,  for  the  mother  and 
daughter  had  never  been  separated,  and  Madame  could  never 
have  seen  the  ono  without  missing  the  other. 

It  had  been  desired  by  Austria  that  those  ladies  should 
accompany  Marie-Th^rese.  The  Baj-on  de  Degelmann  expressed 
himself  as  follovi's  on  the  subject,  in  a  note  sent  to  M.  Baoher 
as  early  as  the  7th  October : — 

"  It  will  be  readily  underatood  thtt  so  young  a  Pimcesa 
could  not,  dunng  so  long  a  journey,  be  without  some  com- 
panion with  whom  she  is  alieady  acquainted,  and  in  whom 
she  can  confide,  and  it  will  also  be  ui  deistood  that  this 
compamon  should  be  one  who  would  bt  welcome  wheie  she 
18  going     The   vutues  of   Madame   da  Tour<iel,  and   the 
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git  111  1    11  11     m  1        1 

pj      t  1     11     to  th  t     i  \  hm 

tb  t    f       1     tl       1  ly  tra  t     tl   t  t      A    1 

tleAtng      nmtl^be  j  mdtgn 

th  d        f  1     tat   p  t  g  tl       with  tl    t 

f      n  tl       pera        wl      h  d    1       i  tl   ir      yt     ty   w 

h  m       as       t    h  p    th  t  tl      F       h       th  11 

ntbl  h  tlntslltltthb 

I    p  t  dlf         y 

T!       eq      t   f  A    tn  had       t  w  th  a  f  hi  pt   n 

at  first ;  the  motives  foi  its  bubaequent  rejection  have  been 
stated,  and  we  shall  see  hereafter  in  what  manner  the  change 
was  explained  away  by  M.  Bacher. 

Fi-om  the  kind  expressions  employed  by  M.  Benezech  him- 
self, Madame  had  been  induced  to  tbinlt  she  might  possibly  be 
able  to  take  Mesdames  de  Tourzel,  de  Mackau,  and  de  Serent 
with  her,  and  she  could  not  abandon  this  hope  without  a 
feeling  of  profound  regret  "  This  news,"  she  said  to  M.  Be- 
nezech,  "  is  the  more  distressing  to  me,  because  I  had  another 
similar  request  to  make  which  will  probably  be  no  better  received, 
Stjil,  the  proofs  of  attachment  which  my  family  have  received 
from  MM.  Hue  and  Turgy,  make  me  feel  it  my  duty  to  beg  that 
these  gentlemen  may  be  allowed  to  accompany  me  "    "  The 


d  p    d    p      tQ     J  M 


Thank  J ou,  Su,   said  Madame,     my  choice  is 
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male  at  once  I  wiali  to  hue  Madime  de  Ma,ckau  Gomin, 
andM  Mechlin    * 

The  mm  ■^tei  immohttely  acquainfel  those  thiee  poisons 
TVJth  Madame  h  sele  tioii  of  tl  em  M  Jl^chaiu  was  flatteied 
at  heing  chosen  aiil  b  miii  was  delighted  hut  Jlidxme  de 
Mackiu  was  confined  to  hed  it  tli'it  time  hj  a,  se^eie  illness 
■villi  h  at  heraTe  ass  med  a  very  akrming  ehanctei  She 
coUeotel  all  her  stiength  to  exiiess  hei  deep  ifgret  on  the 
silject  to  her  pu^d  heggig  hei  to  allow  hei  daughtei, 
Madame  di,  Sou  y  to  ai.eomp=iuj  her  instead  JVIidame 
Rojale  accepted  the  offei  Mil  me  de  Soucy  did  i  ot  st)p  to 
consider  the  taiigue  of  so  long  a  jDurney  tlie  sepaiation  trom 
her  family  and  ilas'  fiom  hei  djmg  mother  who  de 
rtwnded  al!  hei  i.aie  Home  fiiends  pountrv — she  left  all 
for  Ma^iame  the  thought  th^t  she  mi^ht  be  of  aeiv  ce  to  her 
malting  iiei  f  iget  tlie  gieafness  of  the  sicnflce  Hei  sole 
rosiest  vra''  that  she  might  be  allowed  to  take  one  of  her 
children  with  her 

The  pieparations  foi  the  jo  i  ley  were  caiTied  on  with  the 
privacy  demii  ded  bj  piudenee  Tlie  tire  of  the  details  had 
been  intiusted  by  M  Benczech  to  M  CaletDevaut  The 
splendid  equipig'*  intended  for  the  Ptintess  wis  not  sent  to 
Basle  the  Minister  hivmg  diseoveied  m  all  piobability  th<tt 
it  would  Hot  be  acceptel  by  the  Aistrian  comraissiues  j 
mheiefoie  it  was  thought  advisable  to  mtiu'it  M  Hue  with  the 
ontfit,  lostead  of  sending  it  to  Basle. 

"Madame  Rojale  wishes  you  aiidTurgyfto  follow  her  to 
Vienna,"  said  the  Minister  to  M.  Hue;  "Turgy  is  ill  at 
present,  and  it  ia  not  possible  for  him  to  go.  Here  is  a 
decree  for  you,  theref'oi'e,  drawn  up  exactly  according  to  form, 

•  A  captain  of  gendariuorie,  vtho  bad  lieeii  very  highly  apolicn  of  to 
Madame. 

*  16  was  not  till  Eevei'al  months  afterwards,  and  nitli  great  diffioul^, 
that  Turgy  sncceedeil  in  otiiainiiiR  o  passport,  Cl^ry,  more  fortunate  ia 
tiiat  respect,  jomed  Madame  at  Vienna,  some  days  after  htx  tu'rival  there. 
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which  authorises  jou  to  accompauy  Madame  Rojale,  and  evea 
to  remain  with  her,  without  your  being  liable  on  account  of 
this  joumey  to  the  laws  respecting  emigrants,  I  am  very 
glad  to  haye  had  it  in  my  power  to  do  thia  for  you  and  Madame 
Eoyale  ;  it  has  not  been  my  fault  tbat  the  hour  of  her  release 
has  not  come  sooner." 

And  as  M.  Hue  listened  with  an  wr  of  surprise  to  the 
words  which  the  republican  minister  uttered  with  so  much 
feeling,  in  reference  to  the  late  of  the  daugbter  of  Louis  XVI., 
to  whom  be  gave  no  other  name  than  that  of  Madame  Royals : 
"  'XhiB  new  cobtump,  feaid  M  Bpnezech,  "  is  nothing  moro 
than  a  mask  I  will  ru^e'^l  to  jou  one  of  my  moat  secret 
thouqbts  It  18 — France  will  never  recover  her  tranquillity 
until  her  ancient  form  of  goverument  be  restoreef.  As  eoon, 
therefore,  as  jou  can  do  ^o  without  compromising  me,  I  beg 
you  will  make  the  offer  of  my  services  to  the  King,  and 
assuii.  his  M-i|efitythat  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  further 
the  interests  of  hie  crown  " 

At  length  the  day  of  her  hberation  was  drawing  near.  The 
minister  of  the  interior  had  still  to  make  arrangemeiita  with 
Marie- Ther^se  and  her  keepers,  as  to  the  manner  and  the  timo 
of  her  departure.  He  wrote  to  tho  latter  ia  the  following 
terms,  with  his  own  hand,  on  the  moniing  of  the  25th  Fri- 
maire  (16  th  December), 

"  I  give  you  notice,  citizens,  that  I  shall  come  this  ovea- 
ing,  at  five  o'clock,  for  tha  purpose  of  seeing  tho  prisoner 
in  the  Temple,  and  beg  you  will  let  her  know  it  beforehand; 
but  I  also  wisb  to  have  some  coaversation  with  youraelves  before 
I  visit  her  apartment."^' 

In  the  course  of  this  interview  every  arrangement  was 
made  for  her  departure,  which  was  fised  for  the  nest  day  but 
oae,  at  half-past  eleven,  o'clock,  p.m. 

On  the  S6th  Frimaire,  Madame  herself  made  the  necessary 

*  Riiijister-J'oiiriial  of  the  leniplo  tawta:,  Sfltli  Friiiioire, 
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prepirations  foi  hci  lO  imei  '^hp  made  cl  oice  of  th?  clotheg 
and  linen  she  wisheJ  to  ttke  w  th  L  r  (vety  1  ttle  of  e  tliei) 
and  left  the  rest  to  be  distiibutcl  among  the  persons  em 
j>loyei  about  the  Temple  after  which  she  put  oa  tlie  dieea 
which  &he  had  been  accustomel  to  wtsr  on  festival  daja  and 
going  into  the  gaiden  saluted  the  peioons  who  had  eo  otten 
testified  then  sjmpathy  with  hei  from  tbe  winio^vs  n  the 
neighbomhood  On  the  ^"th  Fiimaire  4th  jetr  (18tb  De 
cemher  1715)  at  eleven  odoclt  pm  Benezed  left  his  hotel 
m  a  eania^e  d  recting  the  coachman  to  drne  to  the  Pue 
Meslij  tlieie  he  al  ghted  and  atcompamecl  only  ly  a  con 
fiJentiil  senant  lepaiied  to  the  Temple  he  ga^e  tio  tajs 
at  the  dooi  anlat  this  concert^'d  signal  the  door  was  opened 
by  L^bne  and  tie  ciyic  (■ommi&&an  ^vho  were  e^tpect  n^' 
him  and  who  recognised  the  mim'Jtei  The  lattei  t  olt  a 
papei  out  ot    hiB   [oJet    which   le  ga\e  to  Lasne    'saj  ng 

IhiH  IS  to  save  youi  lesponsibility  It  was  the  dupl  cate  of 
the  decree  of  the  6th  Frimaire,  which  we  have  given  in 
page  396;  a  duplicate  he  had  written  before  he  left  his 
house,  and  to  which  he  had  added  the  following  ; — 

"In  execution  of  the  dteiee  of  the  Executive  Directory 
of  which  the  above  is  acofj  the  mmiiiter  of  the  interior 
declares  that  citizens  (jomin  and  Lasne  hai  j  Idiveiedmto 
his  hands  Marie-Thei&ae  Charlotte  daughter  of  tie  list 
King,  in  perfect  health  which  tran'-fer  was  male  at  eleven 
o'dock,  P.M.,  this  day  and  he  fuither  deckles  that  the  ai-i 
commissaries  are  duly  dis^chugpl  fiom  the  cuitjlj  of  the 
said  Marie-Th^rese-Chailotte 

Benezech. 
"Paris,  27thFrimsire,4fli  jearof  t!ie  EcpLiLlie,  oneancliiKlivLaibltf." 

Lasne  hastened  to  acquaint  the  Princess  and  Gomin,  wno 
■were  waiting  in  the  council- room.  The  doors  of  the  Tower 
vere  opened,  and  Madame  took  leave  of  Madame  de  Chaa- 
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None  of  tlie  persons  inhabiting  the  Temple  showed 
ea,  as  Marie-Th^rese  passed,  to  hid  her  farewell.  The 
sentiy  waa  under  arms,  but  he  had  had  his  orders,  and  the 
guard  remained  silent  and  immoveable  ;  only  the  officer  came 
forward,  and  saluted  the  Princess.  The  outer  gate  was  opened  ; 
the  night  was  dark,  and  tlie  neighbourhood  of  the  Temple 
silent. 

M.  Benezech  offered  his  arm  to  the  Princess,  Gomin  and 
the  minister's  valet-de-chambre  following,  and  carrying  a  carpet- 
tag  and  a  parcel.  Marie-Th^r^se  turned  her  head,  and  fixed  a 
long  sad  look  upon  the  Temple,  while  her  eyes  filled  with 
tears.  M.  Eenezech  tried  to  say  a  few  words  of  sympathising 
kindness.  "  I  feel  your  consideration  and  attention  to  me  very 
much,"  said  the  Princess  to  him ;  "  but  at  the  same  hour  wlien 
I  regain  my  liberty  by  your  assistance,  how  can  I  help  thiuking 
of  those  who  have  crossed  that  threshold  before  me  ?  It  is 
no  s  three  yeait,  foul  mortl  s  aul  h\e  days  smce  joudei  gates 
clo'ted  upon  my  lamily  and  m  self  and  to  la>  I  have  pas-,ed 
through  them  once  more — the  Ust  and  the  most  nnCuitunite 
of  sll 

They  reached  the  Eue  AlesHy  wheie  themmistei  scniuage 
was  wilting  Madame  accepted  hi  offei  ol  a  sett  in  it  the 
ministei  took  J  is  place,  and  Gomin  lolloped  1  ini  Ihe  \e 
hide  aftei  laiioub  tui  mga  <tt  last  reached  the  P  le  de  Bondi, 
behind  the  Of eia  house  (now  the  theatie  of  the  Poite  St 
Martm)  where  the  traveling  beihn  vias  stationed  In  th  s 
carnage  were  two  persons  Madane  de  Soucy  and  in  officer 
of  genUrmeri:,  Maline  thanked  Benezech  waimly  for 
tlie  kindness  he  had  6ho«n  hei  an  I  tool  hei  phce  in  the 
leilu  Madame  de  Soucy  sat  b  ide  hei  (n  the  lick  seat 
anl  M  Mech*im  and  Gomin  on  the  fiont  To  the  latter 
the   mimstbi    ilow  gave    his  narrdnt  *    the  oflitei    hid  his 

*  "  Liberty — Equality. 

"Tlie  minister  of  tlie  interior  appoints  citizen  Gomin,  one  of  tlie  eom- 

missacy  keepers  of  tlie  Temple,  to  accompany,  as  far  m  Basle,  Marie-TliiSi-efiB- 
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already.*  A  last  word  was  heard  from  t\e  berlin,  addressed  to 
the  minister — "Farewell,  Sir!"  and  the  carriage  drove  off; 
while  Benezech,  pleased  and  affected  by  the  good  worlt  he 
had  just  completed,  once  more  got  into  his  coach;  be  looked 
at  his  watch — it  was  midnight. 

From  the  moment  that  Madama's  appraaching  departure 
had  been  mooted,  Meunier  and  Baron  had  been  taking  steps 
to  enable  them  to  accompany  the  Princess,  who  also  wished 
to  have  them  with  her,  but  who  leaied  that  obstacles  might 
arise  to  prevent  their  leaving  Paii',  aad  then  subsequent  resi- 
dence in  a  foreign  land.  M.  Beuoz^ch  had  said  :  "  I  will  un- 
dertake to  remove  any  difficulties  thit  may  occur  relative  to 
their  departure,  but  I  canuot  answer  foi  the  good  wil!  of  Austria, 
with  whom  we  are  at  war." 

At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  next  morning,  Lasne  receivod 
the  following  note  in  the  Temple : 

"  I  am  waiting  for  Baron  and  Meunier.  Send  them  to  my 
house  immediately  :    everything  ia  ready  for  their  departure. "f 

(Signed)        "Benezech." 


Charlotte,  now  a  prisoner  in  the  Templo !  and  desires  ho  will  conform  In 
everjlhing  to  the  iiistmotions  given  him  by  citizen  M^chain,  to  whom 
is  intrusted  the  protection  of  Harle-Th^rese-Charlotf  e,  and  her  subsequent 
exchange. 

"Paris,  STth  Frmiidre,  4th  year  oftlieEcpnblio,  oneandMivisible. 
"Benezech. 
"  Minister  of  tlio  Interior." 

•  The  instructions  given  to  M..  Mediain  were,  lo  conduct  two  women 
t«d  a  man  to  Hnningue ;  one  of  these  women  to  pass  for  his  wife,  and  the 
Other  for  his  danghter,  and  the  man  for  a  confidenWal  servaiit.  He  was 
ordered  to  pievent  any  stranger  from  speaking  to  them  in  pi'ivate,  and  was 
to  pay  parlicnlar  attention  to  the  younger  of  the  two  nomen,  beaiing  the 
name  of  Sophie,  and  lo  attend  carefully  to  everjthing  that  might  alFect  her 
health. 

t  Register-Journal  of  the  Temple  toner,  3Sih  I'limaire,  itli  year. 
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An  hour  afterwards  a  berlin  left  the  house  of  the  minister 
of  the  interior ;  in  it  were  M,  Hue,  Madame  do  Soacy's  little 
hoy,  Meuuiev,  Baron,  and  a  servant-maid.  Madam e's  little  dog, 
Coco,  had  aot  started  with  his  mistress ;  the  fear  of  his  frolic- 
some gambo3s  and  joyous  bark,  at  the  time  of  her  setting  off, 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  had  caused  him  to  be  shut  up, 
Irat  he  was  not  forgotten,  aad  he  found  a  place  in  tlie  second 

Madame  Royals  travelled  under  the  name  of  Sophie.  The 
Btrictest  incognito  had  been  recommended  to  her  governess  and 
hereelf,  and  the  officer  in  charge  of  her  was  to  see  that  they 
observed  it.  Notwithstanding  every  precautioii,  Lov/ever,  the 
reicmbl'uice  of  the  young  Princess  to  the  King,  her  father,  and 
the  Queen,  her  mother,  letrayed  hei  mcognito  more  than  once  j 
and  mtny  a  compiasioiiate  glance  and  tearful  eye  \vcre  raised 
to  hei  m  the  course  oi  her  journey,  which  was  retarded 
on  se^eril  occisioni  by  the  want  of  hoises,  'or  the  same 
Carletfi,  whose  ankwaid  mteifeience  had  been  prejudiciil  to 
Madime  s  libeiatioii  hefoie,  was  now  once  moie,  though  m\a- 
luntiiily,  to  cross  hei  path,  and  letaid  her  piogress  Havmg 
left  Pans  a  few  houis  befoie  her,  he  had  unwittingly  taken 
away  the  hoises,  which  weie  scaioe  m  some  places,  and  she 
was  obliged  in  consequence  to  await  their  return 

But  it  IS  Mane  Thfirese  heiself  who  now  takps  up  the 
thiead  of  the  naiiativo  of  her  jnuiiiey,  and  the  reidci  jo  pie 
sented  here  with  the  travelling  dutj,  station  by  station,  wiitten 
withlier  own  hand 

The  following  is  the  account  of  hoi  journey — simple,  and  at 
the  same  time  circumstantial — written  by  Madame,  tho  day 
after  her  arrival  at  Huningue. 

"  I  left  the  Temple  at  eleven  o'clock  on  the  mght  of  the 
18th  December,  without  being  seen  by  any  one  At  the 
outer-gate  I  found  M.  Benezech.  The  stieet  of  tht  Temple 
was  quite  deserted,  tliKie  being  onlj  the  man  in  dttend- 
nnce  on  M.  Bciiezeoh  The  Jatter  ga^e  me  his  aim,  and 
11.  a 
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Madame  Boy^ile's  aoi-ount  of  liev  journey. 

we  walked  as  far  aa  the  Rue  Meslay.  There  we  found  hia 
carriage,  which  I  entered,  with  him  and  M.  Gomiii.  We 
made  several  turas  ahout  the  streets,  and  at  last  reached 
the  Boulevards  in  front  of  the  Opera-house,  where  we  found 
a  travelling  carriage,  with  Madame  de  Soucy  and  M.  M6- 
cliEun,  an  officer  of  gendarmerie.  I  got  in  with  M.  Gomin : 
M.  Benezech  left  us.  At  the  gates  of  Paris  our  passports 
were  demanded.  At  the  Charenton  station  the  postilions 
would  not  take  assignata ;  they  would  ahaolutely  be  paid  in 
nothing  but  the  current  coin.  We  had  no  other  adventure 
through  the  night.  At  nine  o'clock,  a.  m.,  we  ahghted  to  break- 
fast  at  Guianea.  I  was  not  recognised,  and  we  left  the  place 
again  at  ten.  We  had  no  difSculty  in  procuring  horses.  At 
Eibout  two  o'clock  I  was  recogaised  at  the  Provina  station,  and 
a  crowd  formed  round  the  carriage.  We  set  off  again,  but  an 
ofQcer  of  dragoons  followed  us  on  horseback  to  Nogent-sur- 
Seine,  the  next  station,  where  I  was  recognised  hy  the  landlady 
of  tlie  inn  ;  we  alighted,  and  she  treated  me  with  great  respect. 
The  court-yard  and  the  street  filled  with  people.  As  we  got 
into  the  carriage  again  the  spectators  were  much  affected,  and 
showered  benedictions  on  my  head.  Thence  we  proceeded  to 
Gray,  where  the  mistress  of  the  post-house  informed  us  that 
the  courier  to  the  ambassador,  M.  Oarletti,  had  told  her  that 
J  was  to  pass  through  that  place,  and  that  I  had  two  caniages. 
We  reached  Gray  at  eleven  o'clock,  supped  there,  and  went  to 
bed.  Next  day,  20th  December,  we  left  it,  at  sis  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  At  the  first  post-house  after  Troyes  we  had  some 
difficulty  in  procuring  horses,  in  consequence  of  M,  Carletti's 
having  taken  them.  It  was  the  same  throughout  the  day : 
M.  Oarletti  had  been  before  us,  and  had  taken  all  the  horses. 
At  length,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  reached  Van- 
dteuvre,  where  he  had  stopped.  M.  M&hain  went  to  the 
municipality  to  show  them  the  government  order,  authorising 
him  to  take  horses.  We  supped,  and  set  out  again  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  throughout  which  we  had  little  difficulty  in 
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procuring  horses.  At  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
2l6t  we  reached  Chaumout,  where  ive  alighted  to  breakfast. 
There  I  was  recognised,  and  the  room  was  soon  Burrounded 
by  a  number  of  people  wishing  to  see  me,  but  who  were 
actuated  only  with  a  kind  intention.  M.  M&hain  sent  for  the 
gesdai'merie,  who  did  nothing  at  all ;  but  the  municipality 
coming  up,  assured  us  that  we  might  set  off  again,  and  appeased 
tlie  tumult.  Notwithstanding  all  their  care,  however,  I  was 
surrounded  by  a  great  number  of  people,  all  showering  blessings 
upon  me  all  the  way  to  the  carriage.  We  set  out  again,  and 
reached  Fay-Billot  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  having  been 
often  delayed  by  the  want  of  horses  and  by  tho  badness  of  the 
roods.  We  found  no  horses  at  this  station,  and  were  obliged, 
in  consequence,  to  remain  there  until  sis  o'clock  nest  morning, 
when  we  left  it.  and  reached  Vesoul  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  having  only  gone  tea  leagues  that  day,  owing  to  the 
want  of  horses.  Thence  we  went  to  Eonchamp,  which  we 
reached  at  four  o'clock,  p.  u.,  and  where  we  could  procui'e  no 
horses;  we  were  detained  two  hours  there.  At  Frajet,  the 
nest  station,  no  horses ;  however,  some  came  at  last,  after  two 
hours'  waiting.  We  reached  Befort  at  eleven  o'clock  that  same 
evening,  and  set  out  again  nest  day,  34th  December,  at  sis 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  We  encountered  a  good  many  other 
difficulties  on  the  road,  and  at  length  we  arrived  at  Himingue 
at  nightfall  on  the  S4tli  December." 

For  a  long  time  everything  had  been  ready  at  Basle  for 
the  completion  of  tlie  exchange,  and,  in  a  recent  conference 
the  two  diplomatists,  intrusted  with  this  negociation,  had  mada 
the  final  an'angements  for  it,  in  concert  with  the  Burgomaster 
Bourcard,*  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  everything  dig- 

■  Such  waa  the  deBignation  given,  in  tiie  diplomatic  papei^  to  tlis 
head  of  the  regency  of  Basle.  I'he  cusiom  of  G^Iicising  titles,  and  even 
proper  name^  in  oftidlal  oomtntiijications  with  foreigners,  was  such,  that 
Ihenamaof  "Burckhordt"  (Ihoae  illustrious  patricians  of  Basle)  ia  alwajs 
given  with  the  rretich  orlliography,  "Bourcard,"  which  we  have  pre- 
served tin-uughout  thia  account. 
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trcssing  and  painful  to  Madame's  feelings,  or  insulting  to  her 
dignity,  in  the  ceremony.  M.  Keber,  a  diatinguiahed  mer- 
chant of  Basle,  had  readily  acceded  to  the  request,  secretly 
raade,  to  lend  his  country-house,  which  was  situated  at  a  short 
distance  from  Porte  Saint-Jean.  This  convenient  spot,  on 
the  neutral  ground  of  Huningtie,  and  tte  road  leading  thither, 
was  chosen  for  the  transfer  of  the  Princess,  and  every  pre- 
caution was  taken  to  keep  off  curious  eyes.*  It  had  been  also 
arranged  that  as  soon  as  the  news  of  Madame's  arrival  at 
Huningue  was  received,  the  prisoners  taken  by  Austria  should 
be  brought  from  Fribourg  to  the  village  of  Kiehen,  chief  seat 
of  a  bailiwick  of  that  name,,  belonging  to  the  republic  of 
Basle,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

The  Prince  de  Gavre,  commissioner  from  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  had  arrived  at  Basle  on  the  90th  November,  and,  in 
common  with  M.  Bacher  and  Baron  do  Degelmann,  had  kept 
a  watchful  eye  constantly  in  the  direction  of  France. 

At  lengtli,  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  25th  December, 
as  soon  as  the  town  gates  were  opened,  intelligence  wcw  brought 
them  of  Madame's  arrival  at  Huninguo.f 

•  Tliese  details  and  everjotliev  that  wo  give  in  connection  with  tills 
episode,  eoncecning  tlio  nrrival  of  MaiJame  at  Huningue  and  her  passago  to 
Bnsle,  were  eltlier  colleoted  bj  as  on  the  spot,  or  drawn  from  deplomatio 
coiTeEpondence  carried  on  between  tlie  two  governmente. 

+  M.  de  Degelmann  immedjatclj  wrote  to  the  burgomaster  in  the 
following  terms : 

"I hate  the  honour  of  imfijrming  yonr  excellency tlmt  the  Princess, 
dangbter  of  Lonis  XVI.,  arrived  at  Iluningue  yesterday  evening,  and  that 
the  transfer  will  take  place  nt  six  o'clock  fo-morrow  evening. 

"  I  request  the  kind  ofBoes  of  yoar  excellency  to  be  so  good  ns  to 
acqutunt  M-  Eeber  with  this  arrangement^  that  he  may  keep  his  comitiy- 
houaeopen,  imdliaveit  warmed  at  the  hour  I  have  jnst  mentioned. 

"  U.  Bacher  wishes  (o  hold  a  confeience  with  me  at  six  o'clock  jhia 
evening  in  presence  of  yuur  excellency  and  the  badifF  of  Hiehen.  Will 
yuur  excellency  deign  to  accede  to  this  arrangement,  and  be  so  kind  as  to 
wad  lor  the  baililf  ? 

"Welt  knowing  your  c&cellcnc^'4  goodness,  1  mil  heg  your  kind 
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M.  de  Begelmann  immediately  sent  an  order  to  Friburg  to 
have  the  prisoners,  taken  by  Austria,  conveyed  to  Ilieheii. 

At  sis  o'clock  in  the  evening  MM.  Backer,  de  Degelmana 
ondLegraud  HiliffofPielien  met  in  the  cahinet  of  the  bur"o 
mast      and  dis        d  th    lo  p    {  b    tal  n  to 

g      dg       tallaccdta      dm     nd     tad 

III  rsfth  tljMEh  pdto 

El        t  fy  th  1    n  mb  d    d    ttj     f  tli 

p  tltAtwtg         ptF  Hg 

al   1 1  d  b  f       th    1  f  tl     L   i      k   ti  J  TV        g 

t    tl  I        f  t       ty         i.  ts       1   1  d    by 

tl        ffi  mm     d    f  th  t,      t    th      ai      f  M 

Legrand,  councilloi  of  state,  and  baibff  of  the  place,  authorised 
to  receive  tbem  under  the  safeguard  of  tlie  neutrality  of  Switzer- 
land. This  magistrate  called  tlieir  names  in  presence  of  M, 
Backer,  who,  having  satisfied  himself  of  their  indentity  with 
the  persons  named,  left  the  place  again  immediately, 

inifulgenoe  beforehand,  knoffing,  tbat  I  shall  have  to  bo  very  troublesome 
both  to-daj  and  lo-monow. 

"Imaytidd,  in;  confiJence,  Ibaf  lo  all  appeamiice  ivs  sbnll  turn  the 
town,  takiiig  the  road  of  Kaisei'augst,  which  M.  de  Neumann  ia  about  to 
«<»'"'0'**'«-  "I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

"Baai^  Friday,  3Sth  December." 

*  The  principal  queation  discussed  in  this  conference  are  cnnmcrated 
in  (he  folloning  Jetter,  sent  to  M,  Bouroard  nest  day  by  M,  Bacher. 

"You  liave  been  go  obliging,  M,  le  Bourgnemoltre,  in  offering  me 
your  good  o^ces,  and  a  continuation  of  your  kind  attention  to  put  a  happy 
teimiuation  to  the  negociation  for  the  exchange  carried  on  under  your 
Bospices,  and  conducted  so  satisfactorily  on  either  side,  that  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  not  disapprove  of  an  observation  whicli  will  appear  to  jou 
well-founded,  as  a  necessary  and  sniUible  precaution,  to  say  the  least,  even 
if  it  he  considered  snperSiioua  and  useless  on  any  ether  consideration.  It 
is  aa  follows : 

"It  wiil  be  scarcely  possible  to  retnrn  from  Eiehen  before  eight  or 
nine  o'clock  at  ni^^ht,  and  the  way  lies  tlirongh  a  small  wood ;  as  there 
nill  be  some  valuable  articles  with  the  party,  emigrantsor  other  persons, 
in  disguise,  rnight  conceal  themselves  there  tor  the  purpose  of  insulting  the 
posseva-by,  or  periiaps  doing  even  worse  It  may  possibly  appear  lo  you  a 
proper  pveeaution  to  acquaint  Colund  d'Orell  that  it  viill  be  necessary  to 
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"  We  now  return  to  Himinguo      Ma  lame  h  1  al  g  ted  at 
J  Corbeau  inn,  and  had  taken  possesb  on  of  tl  e  room  No. 


have  pntrols,  as  well  fownrds  the  Weiss  as  towards  Hbmli,  in  onler  ta 
prevent  anj  fonl  play  from  the  emigrnnts.  There  might  perhaps  also  bo  a 
detaehmenli  of  troops  posted  in  the  little  wood,  on  tlie  road  between  Baale 
and  Biehen. 

"You  will  readiiy  comprehend,  M.  le  BourguemaJtre,  how  TexatJons  it 
wonld  bo  to  M.  de  Degelmann  and  Bijself,  but  still  more  to  the  state  of 
Basle,  if  any  unpleasant  cireumstanee  slioald  occur.  As  it  oonGerns  the 
inviokbilitj  of  the  Swiss  territory,  as  well  as  to  prevent  tlie  eommiHsion  of 
any  improper  act  or  misplaced  attempt,  I  Iisive  recourse  to  your  good 
offices,  Sii',  as  also  to  those  of  M.  the  liead  tribnne.  yonr  colleague,  that, 
in  conjunction  with  Colonel  d'Orell,  you  may  be  so  bind  as  to  do  us  this 
service  of  friendship  and  good  ndghbourhood ;  that  m,  to  leave  patrols  on 
duty  fi^ni  five  o'clock,  till  half-past  eight,  p.  u.,  at  latest. 

"I  mate  a  thousand  apologies  for  troubling  you,  M.  lo  Bonrguemailre. 
Every  one  at  Basle  knons  that  the  travellers  will  Ite  at  Elehcn  ibis  after- 
noon, and  will  proceed  to  Basle  this  evening.  They  arc  to  lodge  at  tha 
Trois-Euis  Hotel. 

"ExciiBohasie, 

"  Health  and  inviolable  fiiendablp. 
"Bachei!. 

"  Saturday  morning,  26tli  December  "  (dated  Monday  by  mistake). 


...Google 


MARIlo-TUERESli. 


10,  on  the  second  floor, — less  fatigued  by  sis  days'  travelling 
tlian  affected  by  tbe  silent  homage  of  respect  and  emotion 
paid  to  her  on  her  road.  A  few  minutes  after  her  arriyal,  she 
wrote  to  her  uncle,  Louis  XVIII.,  to  give  him  an  account  of 
her  leaving  the  Temple,  and  of  her  arrival  on  the  frontier. 

She  waa  finishing  her  letter,  at  ten  o'clock,  p.m.,  when  M. 
Hue  anived.  Their  meeting  was  affecting.  When  Hue  left 
the  Temple,  all  the  members  of  Marie  Th&rese's  family  were 
still  living,  and  this  was  the  first  time  she  had  seen  him  since 
that  separation.  She  received  him  most  cordially,  expressing 
even  more  esteem  and  gratitude  for  his  character  and  conduct 
than  pleasure  at  seeing  him  ^ain.  The  little  dog.  Coco,  had 
come  in  with  M.  Hue,  and  at  sight  of  his  mistress  he  almost 
expired  with  delight— like  the  dog  of  UlyssM. 

Marie  Ther^se  directed  the  faithful  servant  of  her  house  to 
send  her  letter  to  Louis  XVIII.* 

It  was  not  unknown  in  the  hotel  who  the  young  traveller 
was,  who  was  lodging  there  under  tlie  name  of  Sophie.  The 
proprietor  of  the  inn,  Francois-Joseph  Schuldz,  did  everything 
ia  his  power  to  give  her  a  handsome  reception ;  and  his  wife, 
notwithstanding  her  being  very  near  her  confinement,  which 
in  some  degree  checked  her  activity,  regarded  it  as  a  great 
honour  to  prepare  Madame's  supper  with  her  own  hands,  and 
was  about  to  do  so  when  Meunier  arrived,  and  claimed  the 
privileges  of  his  office. 

Eai'ly  in  the  morning  of  the  25  th  December,  as  soon  as  she 
heard  that  Madame  was  up,  the  hostess  went  up  to  her  room 
door  to  inquire  how  she  was.     She  was  accompanied  hj  two 

*  "SL  Hue  baa  stated  that  this  was  not  the  only  lime  he  hud  received 
snch  a  cbar^^e,  and  also,  that  on  one  of  tliese  ccc.isions,  Madame  <.h- 
iireil  him.  an  a  mark  of  confideiioe,  to  reaiJ  the  letter  intrusted  to  him. 
Faitliful  to  tlie  iiieffahle  traditione  of  cleraencj  and  Christian  charity 
handed  down  to  her  from  her  whole  femiiy,  the  young  Princess,  in  this 
letter  to  hw  nnole,  speakinf;  of  tlie  mnrderers  of  her  parents,  SLud  to  him ; 
"She  whose,  ftitliei-,  mother,  and  aunt  they  liroiigl)t  to  the  scalfold,  im- 
piorus  yon,  on  \iei-  knees,  io  gtaiit  them  p.iidon  and  peace  1 " 
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fine  children,  of  nine  and  ten  years  old,  very  neatly  dressed,  and 
each  bringing  a  little  bouquet  of  common  flowers,  which  at  that 
advanced  season  it  had  been  very  difficult  to  collect.  As 
Madame  expressed  a  wish  to  see  tbem,  Madame  do  Soucy 
admitted  them  to  her  chamber.  "  Are  they  yourown  children?" 
asked  the  Princess,  addressing  Madame  de  Schuldz.  "The 
iitfle  girl  is  mine,"*  replied  the  hostess;  "the  little  hoy  is  aa 
orphan,  a  ward  of  my  husband's,  and  brought  up  by  ws,-|'  so  ho 
belongs  to  ns  also."  The  eyes  of  Marie  Therese  filled  with 
tears  as  tliey  rested  on  the  young  orphan,  and  she  was  so 
sti'uck  with  his  resemblance  to  her  brother,  that  she  could  not 
conceal  her  emotion.  Aa  a  relief  from  the  perturbation  of  bee 
mind,  she  went  up  to  the  little  girl,  and  taking  her  by  the 
hand,  asked  her  some  questions.  Delighted  with  her  innocent 
anaivcrs  and  her  pretty  little  face  :  "What  would  you  say,"  said 
she  to  Madame  Schuldz,  "  if  1  were  to  ask  you  to  let  me  take 
this  child  awayivitli  me?"  "Last  night  and  this  morning," 
replied  the  hostess,  "I  prayed  that  God  would  grant  your 
every  wish  ;  how  then,  could  I  refuse  this — if  you  were  to  form 
such  an  one ? "  "I  ought  not  to  do  so,"  rejoined  the  Princess; 
"it  is  too  cruel  to  be  separated  from  one's  parents!"  The 
effort  Madame  had  made  to  escape  from  her  own  recollections 
brought  them  back  to  her  in  spite  of  herself.  She  took  the 
flowers  from  the  children's  hands,  and  said  to  them :  "  I  thank 
you,  and  must  see  you  agaia  before  I  go  away;  you  will  come 
to  bid  mo  good  bye,  will  you  not?" 

In  the  course  of  the  day  M.  M&hain  received  a  letter  from 
M.  Bacher,  begging  him  to  inform  Marie-TherSse-Cliarlotte 
tliflt  he  should  come,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  next  day,  to 
take  her  to  the  Prince  do  Gavre  and  Baron  dc  Dcgelmann, 
who   had  been  appointed    to  receive  her,  by  his    Imperial 

•  Alatie  Scbuiib,  wifs  of  Colontl  rrfivost  de  Siiint  Cjr,  who  was  killed 
27th  Septemhtr,  1820,  hj  a  caplaiii  ol  his  own  regiment,  at  Perpigiiaii. 

f  Conraii  Haffiier,  who  alterwanls  bwuuie  a  caplaia  iu  Algvrii^  aiid 
died  at  Strasburg^  29lJi  Harcb,  1837. 
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M.  Mechaiu,  in  reply,  stated  that  he  bad  & 
cated  this  intelligence  to  Marie-Tii&'ese-Oharlotte,  and  that  she 
was  prepared  to  cojiforrfl  to  it.  To  thia  missiye  G-omin  added 
another,  containing  a  request  that  any  Setters  addressed  to  hira, 
then  lying  at  the  Basle  post  office,  might  fee  sent  to  him.  TJie 
Princess  and  Madame  de  Souoy  were  in,  daily  expectation  of 
receiving  accounts  of  Madame  de  Mackau,  whom  they  had  left 
very  ill,  and  it  had  been  agreed  that  all  such  letters  should  he 
addressed  to  citizen  Gomin.  To  this  request,  M.  Eacher  very 
readily  agreed.* 

The  arrival  of  t-wo  post-chaises  at  the  little  town  of  Hun- 
ingue  had  been  the  theme  of  all  the  gossips  of  the  place  ever 
since  the  morning.  The  mystery  surrounding  the  travellers 
had  oniy  confirmed  the  suspicions  of  the  people,  and  Madame 's 
presence  at  Huningue  was  considered  as  not  admitting  of  a 
doubt.  The  rumour  spread  on  every  side,  and  the  Hotel  du 
Corbeau  was  surrounded  all  day  by  a  great  crowd  of  persons, 
in  consequence  of  which  orders  were  given  to  keep  the  door 
shut,  and  the  Princess  was  desired  not  ta  open  the  window. 
She  spent  the  day  in  taking  a  sketch  of  her  room,  and  in 
writing  the  account  of  her  journey,  which  we  have  already 
transcribed.  More  than  once,  however,  she  went  to  the  window, 
and  slightly  raised  the  curtains.  The  police  appointed  to  pro- 
tect the  hotel  were  very  much  needed,  for  there  were  some 
evil-disposed  persons  among  the  crowd,  though  the  people  in 
general  syaipathised  with  the  Princess.  Two  gendarmes  kept 
the  entrance  of  the  house,  but  their  vigilance  was  in  default 
in  one  instance,  for  a  woman,  named  Madame  Spindler,  the 
wife  of  a  captain  of  engineers,  disguised  herself  as  a  maid- 

■  "I  will  send  for  your  letters  now  at  the  Easle  post-office,  citizen,  as 
well  as  for  any  that  maj  arrive  lierealUr,    Dispose  of  my  services  as  jim 
I,  and  dflpend  on  my  readiness  to  hs  useful  to  you  in  everjtliiiig 
11  mysflir. 

"  Health  and  fraternity, 
"Bacheb." 
"  4th  Niv3Be,  4fcli  year." 
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eervant,  tliat  she  might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
princess, — an  attempt  io  which  she  succeeded  hy  eaiTjing  a  jug 
of  Tvater  up  to  hei  rom 

While  mnst  anxioiioly  atteulne  to  Madime  ■ib  he  hid  loeu 
throt^hout  tho  jD«ine\    Gouiin  iytj  tuit  iied  ^^ltil  the  th  ught 


that  he  was  serving  bet  f  r  the  kit  time  His  agitation  of 
mind  was  too  evident  in  hit,  count  nrace  foi  Mano  Theresa 
not  to  obaerre  it.  '  I  am  muoh  obl^ed  to  you  for  all  the 
trouble  you  have  given  yourself  for  me  in  this  journey  "  said 
eie  to  bim.  "  Alas,  Madame '  rejheJ  Gomm  begmiiing  to 
weep;  "it  is  ail  over,  nowl"  I  will  lea^e  jou  something  to 
remind  you  of  it,"  returned  tl  e  Pnncess  profoundly  touched ; 
"and  I  will  preserve  the  recollection  of  jour  kindness  for 
ever !  "  Gorain  underetood  these  words  of  Madame  the  next 
morning. 

The  inhabitants  of  Huningue  were  early  in  the  streets,  for 
it  waa  reported  in  tho  town  that  Madame  ivaa  to  leave  the 
place  in  the  morning.  This  mistaken  idea  supported  the 
curiosity  of  the  spectators,  for  several  long  hours ;   but  they 
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became  tired  of  waiting  at  last,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  day 
the  neighbourhood  of  tlie  hotel  was  pretty  clear. 

At  half-past  four  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  arrival  of  the  carriage  of 
the  arabaaaador  of  the  French  republic  collected  the  crowd 
again  before  the  HStel  du  Corbeau ;  and  M,  Bacber,  who,  as 
wo  have  related,  had  just  returned  from  Riehen,  alighted  from 
the  coach. 

It  was  reported  among  the  people  that  the  coach  and  horses 
sent  by  the  Directory*  to  convey  Madame  to  the  court  of 
Vienna,  had  not  been  accepted  by  the  commissaries  of  the 
Emperor,  who  had  made  it  a  point  of  honour  to  provide  in  a 
suitable  manner  for  his  cousin's  approaching  journey.  The 
propriety  of  this  measure  was  acknowledged  by  the  good  sense 
of  the  populace,  who  were  not  surprised  to  hear,  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  that  the  daughter  of  Louis  XVI.  had  refused  the 
outfit  prepared  for  her  by  the  revolutionary  government. 

The  moment  of  Madame's  departure  from  Huningue  wai. 
marked  by  several  affecting  scenes.  The  two  children  we  bava 
mentioned  had  come  to  take  leave  of  her,  and  the  hostess,  wbn 
accompanied  tbem,  had  much  difficulty  in  concealing  hor 
emotion.  The  Princess  made  her  a  present  of  o  handker- 
chief for  tbe  neck,  which  she  had  worn  herself;  she  gave 
another  to  little  Marie,  and  two  pocketbandkerchiefs  to  young 
Conrad,  TJiereupon Madame  Scbuldz  burst  into  tears.  '■Come, 
come!  good  mother;  do  not  cry  in  this  way,"  said  Marie- 
Therese  to  her;  "it  is  a  duty  to  contiol  youreelt  When  you 
are  a  little  composed  I  will  ask  you  to  do  something  for  me  ' 
The  hope  of  being  of  some  use  to  Madame  flppeised  the  good 
landlady  as  if  by  magic,  but  her  teaia  began  to  flo«  a^aia 
when  Madame  said  to  her:  "If  you  eier  ha*e  another 
daughter,  I  wish  you  to  let  her  bear  my  name  f 

*  Wa  have  prcviovsly  stated  flmt  neither  the  carrjage  nor  the  horses 
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Departure  fi-om  Humngile. " 

Madame  Schuldz  and  the  two  chiUren  withdrew  from 
Madarae's  apartmeiit  as  soon  as  M.  Bacher  airived.  The 
attitude  aad  words  of  the  republican  diplomatist  were  proper 
aud  respectful.  Madame  preseated  to  him  the  persons  who 
had  accompanied  her,  and  wished  to  follow  her  to  Vienna. 
"  My  authority  is  unfortunately  null  in  that  reapect,"  replied 
M.  Bacher;  "the  commissaries  of  the  imperial  court  will 
certainly  not  oppose  your  wishes,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
all  the  persons  jou  take  with  you  will  be  allowed  to  remain  at 
Vienna,  It  is  very  evident,  however,"  he  added,  looking  at 
Madame  de  Soucy,  "tliat  no  difBculties  will  be  made  with 
respect  to  Madaihe's  continuing  with  you."  We  shall  see,  hero- 
after,  that  M.  Bacher  was  mistaken. 

At  this  moment  the  landlord  of  the  inn,  who  had  just 
heard  of  the  satisfaction  and  gratitude  of  his  wife,  came  into 
the  room,  aud  undaunted  by  the  presence  of  the  secretary  to 
the  embassy,  the  gendarme  ofBcer,  or  the  other  persons  who 
surrounded  the  Princess,  he  threw  himself  at  her  feet,  im- 
ploring her  blessing.  Madame  gave  him  her  hand  to  kiss. 
The  man's  eyes  were  sparkling  with  enthusiastic  devotion ; 
the  daughter  of  Louis  XVI.,  in  her  seventeenth  year,  was 
already  regarded  by  him  as  a  saint :  her  youth,  tried  in  the 
school  of  affliction,  was  become  venerable,  and  it  seemed  to 
htm  that  her  brows  were  encircled  with  the  aureola  of  her 
parents'  martyrdom. 

Thea,  catching  sight  of  Gomin,  who,  with  his  habitual 
reserve,  kept  at  a  distance,  Madame  went  up  to  him,  aud 

F.  J.  Schnldz,  died  in  April,  1828,  His  widow,  wlio  set  much  store 
b}'  tlie  house,  on  account  of  the  traditions  coniiecfed  irilli  it  by  itarle- 
Tliftfese,  reeotnmeuded  her  ehildrcai  never  to  leave  it.  Circuinstniices 
have  proved  stronger  than  their  will,  but  tha  aentimenta  of  the  fnmily 
aj-e  tlie  Jiame  to  this  day.  Tlic  traditions  of  tint  period  ar«  ]ii'osened 
among  thera  with  a  religious  respect,  as  well  as  tho  portrait  nf  Mndamo, 
with  this  inscription  beneath,  pliMwd  there  by  M.  Sehuldz  :  "1  loilKod 
hne.  Ho.  10,  at  the  Hfltel  da  Corbeau,  from  the  21th  to  the  3Ctli 
December,  1795." 
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taking  a,  paper  folded  iii  four,  from  a  small  portfolio,  she  pi'e- 
sented  it  to  him.  "I  do  not  know,"  sbe  said,  "whether  I 
shall  he  able  to  speak  to  jou  again  at  Basle,  and  I  wish  to 
discharge  my  promise  now.  Farewell :  do  not  weep,  and  have 
trust  in  God  always!" 

All  was  now  ready,  and  they  went  down  stairs.  M.  M^chain 
preceded  the  Princesa,  and  gave  some  orders  to  the  gendarmes 
at  the  foot  of  the  staircase.  M.  Bacher  walked  beaide  Madame, 
and  behind  them  came  Madame  de  Soucy  and  her  young  sou, 
and  MM.  Hue  acd  Gomin,  followed  by  Meunier,  Baron,  and  a 
lady's-maid,  while  Madame  Schuldz  and  the  other  people  of 
the  lira  tried  to  gain  a  last  glimpse  of  the  daughter  of  Louis 
XVI.  When  she  reached  the  carrii^e,  which  was  now  to 
carry  her  across  the  frontier,  Madame  turned  her  head ;  the 
love  of  her  country,  so  intimately  connected  in  her  heart  with 
her  feeling  of  the  greatness  and  glory  of  her  family,  overcame 
the  recollection  of  all  her  sufferings,  and  her  eyes  filled  with 
tears.  "  I  leave  France  with  much  regi'ct,"  she  said  to  those 
around  her ;  "  I  shall  never  cease  to  regard  it  as  my  country."* 

Madame  got  into  the  first  carrit^e,  together  with  Madame 
de  Soucy  and  MM.  Sacher  and  Mechain,  and  the  other  per- 
sons took  possession  of  tire  second.  They  set  off,  the  Princess 
looking  long  and  sadly  on  the  horizon  extending  before  her ; 

*  These  words  were  heard  by  M.  Baclier,  for  he  wrote  that  same  day  in 
his  dispatches  to  his  government ; 

"I  hnve  jost  seen  the  daughter  of  the  last  King'  of  the  Prench ;  she 
dieplajed  the  most  acute  T^ret  at  leaving  France ;  the  honoiurs  au'iuting 
her  at  tlie  court  of  Austria  affect  her  very  mneh  less  than  the  regret  of  hei 
country." 

Ill  another  letter,  addressed  to  tlie  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  dated 
Tth  Nivase,  4(h  year  (2Sth  December,  UBS),  he  said  ;  "  The  jonng  tra- 
veller was  asking  cldzeness  Soucy  what  she  might  eipect  to  be  her  destiny 
&t  Vienna  Citizeness  Soocy  replied  that  she  might,  perhaps,  espouse  aa 
apclidake  To  this  she  ingenuously  replied  !  '  Tou  do  not  think  what  yon 
are  saying  do  jou  not  know  tiiat  we  are  at  war?'  Oitlzenesa  Souoy 
ansnere<l  hei  *  But  perhaps  you  will  he  an  angel  of  peace.'  '  On  that 
en  iditu  11,   retun  ed  Jib,  '  1  would  make  such  r  sacrifice  to  my  counfrj-.'  " 
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the  hoar  was  come  at  last,  when  the  esnhaage  that  had  been 
agreed  upon  as  the  price  of  her  freedom  was  to  be  effected. 
It  had  been  determined  to  spare  her  the  melancholy  spectacle. 
At  five  o'clock,  F.M.  (an  hour  after  M.  Bacher),  the  Prince 
de  Gavre,  followed  bj  six  carriages,  left  Basle,  hy  Porte  Saint- 
Pa  ]  foi  M  Eebers  countrj  house  llie  gate  which  had 
closed  an  hour  betoie  was  opened  lot  him  at  thf  s-mie  time 
Biion  de  Degelmaiin  left  the  town  hy  Po  te  bamtJeao. 
Zaslin  a  commi  sarj  of  police  to^Pther  vith  fi.\e  men  of  the 
Mareohi  issee  hadrejairedtothe  pla  es  to  which  theyhilbeeii 
directed  m  older  to  prevent  anj  disDidei   as  well  as  \il6'de- 


camp  Kolb,  who  was  to  accompany  the  Princess's  coach  on 
horseback  to  the  frontier.  Moreover,  as  a  preoantionary  mea- 
sure, and  to  prevent  a  crowd,  the  gates  had  been  closed  half  an 
hour  earlier  than  usual,  ao  that  there  were  scarcely  twenty 
spectators  on  the  road  from  Huniugue,  very  few  having  left 
the  town  in  time. 

With  the  exc«ption  of  those  persons  who  were  necessarily 
initiated  into  ail  secrets,  no  one  knew  where  the  place  of 
the  transfer  was  to  be,  and  M.  Reber  had  not  even  told  any  of 
his  own  family.     Kotwithstanding  this,  however,  M.  Stehelin, 
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ain  from  hastenihg  to  his 
luk  him  that  the  e: 


me  Its  Hpectator. 

had  been  at  the  house  of 

h  vheii  Marie-Therese's  car- 

r  t  was  open,  the  horses  did 

the  mud,*  aad  traversed 

M  B  cher'a  arm.   The  Austrian 

h  the  threshold  of  the  house, 

Prince  de  Gayre  paying  her 

h  mstances,  to  which  she  re- 

p  of  mind. 


mm  te  m      receipt  was  given  to  M. 

B    h  d  g  te  ms  :~ 

"  I,  the  undersigned,  in  -virtue  of  the  orders  of  his  Majesty 
the.  Emperor,  make  declaration  that  I  have  received  the 
Princess  Marie-Th^r^se,  daughter  of  Louis  XVI.,  from  the 
hands  of  M.  Bacher,  the  French  commissary  delegated  for 
that  purpose. 

"The  Pbisoe  db  Gavee." 

*  Keport  made  to  tlic  Burgomaster  Eouroard. 
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tofre 


t,  M.  Backer  got  into 

by  Porte    Saint-Jean, 

3  n  all  haste  to  Eiehen, 


intend  d 
the  n 
should 

them 
attent 


.  Eeber'3 

I    able  awaited  her  pre- 

uothing  but  a  glass  of 

anticipated  having  to 

tliat  elie  was  afraid  of 
ything,  she  had  a  loaf 
d  laid  in  the  carriage, 

eft,  had  been  reserved 

t  in  to  have  her  shoes 

o  speak  with  her.     "  I 

by  the  minister  of  the 
containing  the  outfit 
ever  we  should  reach 

Madame' a  wish  that  I 
the  Princess  ;  "  give 
and  G-omin,  and  beg 

I  am  grateful  for  his 


H 


art  CO  tarn  (limits,  that  were  intended 

King  of  the  French  :  — 

4  dozen  cliemxses. 

a  dozen  linen  hondkerchiefH, 

5  dozen  oamWo  handkeruhiefB. 

3  linen  dreasing-gonns,  trimmed  with  embroidered  miiclin. 
3  cumbric  dressing-gowns,  trimmed  witli  embroidered  rausiin. 
8  dozen  toilet  towels, 

6  dozen  wardrobe  cloths. 
6  Histian  petljcoats. 

6  upper  petficoaiB  of  English  dimity,  irimmed  with  embnM- 

dered  muslin, 
IS  pairs  of  pockets,  trimmed  nith  embroidered  muslin. 
12  Hide  pincushions,  filled. 

6  toilet  pincushions. 
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Coming  back  into  the  saloon,  Madame  toicl  the  Prince  de 
Gavra  that  she  waa  ready  to  accompany  bim,  howed  to  Baron 

13  mght-caps,  trimmed  with  lace. 

12  nlght-bande. 

13  embroideiec!  linen  caps,  triinmed  with  lace. 
6  linen  neokerohiefs,  trimmed  with  l.iCB. 

12  double  linen  kerchiel^. 

1  embroidered  iinen  mantle,  Innimed  with  point  lace. 

1  embroidered  linen  mantle,  trimmed  with  English  lace. 

2  trimmed  linen  mantles. 

2  embroidered  and  trimmed  muelin  mantles. 

13  nigbt  kercbiefs  of  trimmed  cambric. 
i  dozen  lace  frills. 

2  doKen  fustian  nibbing-olnths. 

2  dozen  muslin  rubbing-cloths. 

1  Bngllsb  stotoacber. 

1  poiuWaoe  stomacher. 

I  book-muslin  dress,  embroidered  with  gold. 

1  Imen  dress,  embroidered  in  white. 
i  pieces  of  embroidered  muslin. 

2  pieces  of  Rue  pioin  cambric. 

2  pieces  of  cambric-mualiu,  for  i  morning-gowns. 
I  piece  of  Euglish  dimity,  for  2  othei  morning-gowns. 
1  ilresB  of  rose-coloured  velvet 
1  white  satin  dress,  lined  with  taSeta. 

1  dress  of  glazed  mohair. 

2  white  petticoats  of  Italian  taffeta. 
1  pink  petdcoat  of  Italian  taffeta. 

1  piece  of  pinin  maslin,  far  6  jackets. 

1  piece  of  embroidered  mnsiin  to  trim  the  jackets. 
English  dimity  to  make  6  paiva  of  stays,  with  the  Iming. 

13  paint  of  white  eilk  stockings. 

2  dozen  pairs  of  thread  stockings. 
2  dozen  pairs  of  knitted  socks. 

12  ribbon  trimmings. 
I  pelise  of  wadded  taSeio. 
1  muti; 
1  tippet. 

"  Lb  C.  yoMIN. 
"  Lassb." 
On  the  back  was  written : 

"  Barob,  Homme  de  Confianee. 
"  AlEUNiiiii,  Head-Coolt." 
"We,  Jacques- J ustin-TliloI)ald  ISaclier,  coramissavy  appointed  by  the 
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de  Degelmann,  bid  adieu  to  M.  Mechaiti  and  Gomiii,  and  theo, 
attended  by  Madame  de  Souoy  and  M.  de  Gavre,  the  Princesa 

government  to  superintend  the  tntnafer  of  the  Jaughter  of  the  last  King  of 
the  French  at  the  Baslo  frontier,  certifj  thnt  the  two  trunks  intended  for 
her  outfit  Here,  on  the  5th  Hivuse,  4th  jear,  the  day  of  her  journey  to 
Basle,  depilaited  hy  the  Baron  Degelmann,  envoy  and  plenipotentiary  from 
the  court  of  Vienna,  witli  tha  Burgomasier  Boureard,  in  order  that  they 
wight  be  conveyed  to  na  ,■  on  hearing  of  which  we  begged  of  him,  in  his 
qn^ity  of  niagistraf  e  and  head  of  a  neutral  etaf  e,  to  retain  them  in  tiis  keeping 
till  the  ultimate  decision  of  tlie  minister  of  the  French  repuijlic  should  be 
made  known ;  und,  in  consequence,  the  said  trunks  remained  in  this  neutral 
dep8t  till  tlie  7th  Germinal,  Sili  year,  on  which  day  they  were  ^ven  up  in 
our  presence,  in  the  same  condition  in  which  they  were  recavcd,  to  M. 
Boilolph  Preyweick,  conductor  of  the  diligence  of  Basle,  to  be  by  him  sent 
back  to  PariB, 

"  Further,  we  oeitify  that  the  two  ti'unks  in  question  ought  to  contain 
the  articlts  enumerated  above,  according  to  tlie  declaration  made,  and  the 
ori^nal  list  given  by  Baron  de  Degelmann  at  the  time  of  thdr  delivery  ; 
hot  IJiey  were  not  opened  to  verify  their  contents. 

"  Bachbr. 
"  Basle,  7th  Germinal,  Sth  year  of  the  French  republic, 
one  and  indivisible." 

Note  written  from  the  dictation  of  the  Burgomaster  Boureard, 
"  The  [ranks  in  qnestion  were  deposited  with  the  Burgomaster  Boureard 
Bi  the  time  when  the  Princess  was  passing  through  tlie  city  of  Basle,  with 
directions  to  have  them  conveyed  immediately  to  M.  Eacher,  commissary, 
which  fact  was  immediately  coromnuioated  to  the  said  M.  Bacher,  who 
begged  that  tliey  might  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  neutral  store,  where 
tiey  were  placed,  until  he  shoold  have  been  informed  as  to  what  was  the 
ultimate  decision  of  the  French  republic  with  respect  to  their  further 
destination. 

"  The  list  of  the  contents  of  the  said  trunks  was  sent  with  them,  and 
they  remained  nnopened  up  to  the  time  when,  in  exactly  the  same  condition 
in  which  they  were  originally  reodved,  they  were  transferred  to  the  care  of 
M.  Eodolph  Preywerck,  director  of  the  Basle  diligence  to  Paris,  by  BL 
Bacher,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  minister  of  the  interior." 

"  Eeceived  from  his  excellency,  the  Burgomaitcr  Boureard,  two  trunks 
belonging  to  the  Frtnch  republic,  Bithdi  mn  bj  oidei  of  the  minister  of 
the  interior  and  the  director  of  pofti  and  mesai^eriea,  according  to  the 
notilioation  of  the  same  also  made  to  M.  Bachtr 

•' Jban-Rodolph  Pkeywerce. 
"Baslo,  asth  Match.  1798." 
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took  her  place  in  an  imperial  carriage,  which  was  drawE  by 
sis  horsea. 

It  was  about  sevea  o'cloclc.  The  weather  waa  cold  and 
clear.  The  moon  was  shining  verj  hrighlly.  It  had  not  heen 
the  original  iutentioa  to  pass  through  the  town,  but  to  skirt 
the  walls  outside,  and,  crossing  the  river  Birsig  by  the  bridge 
of  Birse,  to  take  the  i-oad  to  Ehiofeld  by  Augst ;  but  the  heavy 
rains  bad  swollen  the  Bivsig  so  rouch  that,  by  the  advice  of  M. 
Neumann,  this  plan  was  abandoned.* 

Porte  Saint-Jean  was  opened,  and  the  imperial  carriage 
entered  the  town,  followed  by  five  other  coaches  drawn  by  six 
and  four  horses.  In  the  streets,  the  persons  attracted  thither 
hy  curiosity  kept  at  a  respectful  distance  ;  but  at  the  Pont  du 
Ehin  the  crowd  began  to  increase  and  draw  nearer.f  Some 
of  the  more  indiscreet  among  them  climbed  up  on  the  wheels, 
while  others  turned  their  lanterns  so  as  to  light  up  the  inside 
of  the  carriages  ;  but  these  were  only  exceptions,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  the  party  was  not  obstructed  anywhere.  Aide-de-camp 
Koib  rode  beside  the  window  where  the  Princess  sat,  while  a 
police  commissary  kept  at  a  short  distance  behind.  Agreeably 
to  the  request  of  M.  Bacher,  there  were  troops  stationed  on 
pati'ol  before  Little  Basle,  and  on  the  Eiehen  road, 

When  they  left  the  town,  Kolb  put  himself  at  the  head  of 

•  See  the  letter  of  Degelmann,  cited  in  tlie  nole,  page  412. 

+  Among  the  curious  spectators  who  aurronnded  tlie  cmTiage,  figured 
M.  Pesch,  Arohdeaoon  of  ijaeoio,  who  had  been  a  refugee  at  Basle  over 
since  the  Eeign  of  Terror.  He  had  Joft  the  family  of  his  slsfer,  Madame 
Letitia  Bwiaparte,  at  llai'seilles,  in  vecj  embarrasaed  oitcumstancas,  and 
had  come  fo  Basle,  to  which  oitj  his  own  family  onginally  belong^,  and 
where  lie  hoped  b>  End  friends  alill,  with  the  idea  of  meniliug  his  fortane 
in  that  place. 

His  friends  and  he  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  in  the  library  occnpying 
the  gronnd-floor  of  a  house  just  oppuslfe  the  Swan  Hotel,  at  the  corner  of 
Pirmark  and  Storche-gasso  Stiasse.  But,  on  that  evening,  the  uncle  of  the 
young  General  Bonaparte  left  his  companions  in  reading  and  philosophical 
discusaon,  and  went  to  the  I'oat  du  Ithin  to  see  the  last  refleuled  light  of 
the  rayal  Bourbon  race  as  it  jiassed  bj,  certainly  wifliout  any  notion,  as  he 
did  so,  tliat  he  himself  belonged  to  tlie  coniirg  dynasty. 
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a  dctachmeiit  of  Swiss  troops,  sent  as  Madame's  escort  to  the 
frontier;  her  Eoyal  Highness  passed  the  night  at  Lauffenhu^, 
which  lies  at  a  distance  of  seven  leagues  from  Basle,  and  is 
one  of  the  four  forest  towns*  belonging  to  further  Austria, 
■where  the  suite  appointed  hy  the  Emperor  to  attend  his  coosio 
were  awdting  her  arrival. 

Next  morning,  for  the  first  time  ainc-e  the  month  of  August, 
1793,  Madame  entered  a  church;  for  the  first  time  was  she 
present  at  Divine  service,  performed  in  memory  of  her  parents, 
and  that  in  a  foreign  landl 

It  was  a  qiiarter-paat  seven  o'clock  when  M.  Bacher  returned 
to  Riehen,  bringing  a  certificate  of  the  transfer  of  the  Princess 
to  the  care  of  the  Austrian  commissaries.  He  presented  the 
paper  to  the  biuIifC,  who  hastened  to  inform  the  French  prl- 
soners  that  they  vvpre  free.  Cries  of  "  Vive  la  E^ubliqiwi" 
were  heard  on  all  sides  ;  but  the  voicos  of  Camus  and  Drouet 
were  louder  than  any  of  the  rest. 

That  same  evening  they  all  repaired  tfl  Basle,  which  thej 
reached  at  about  nine  o'clock.  A  detachment  of  Swiss  dragoons, 
who  had  accompanied  M.  Bacher  to  Riehen,  escorted  the 
prisoners  to  the  entrance  of  the  town.  The  Austrian  officers 
who  bad  brought  the  latter  from  Fribourg,  followed  them 
williagly  to  Basle,  and  alighting  with  them  at  the  Hotel  dea 
Trois-Rois,  had  no  scruple  in  joining  their  party  at  the  gay 
supper  by  which  they  celebrated  the  hour  of  their  Uheration. 

At  ten  o'clock,  the  effects  of  the  stat«  prisoners  were  given 
up  to  the  But^omaster  Bonrcard,  by  the  minister  of  his  im- 
perial and  royal  majesty,|  and  at  eleven  o'clock,  M.  Bacher 
made  out  an  inventoiy  of  tliem.;[:  At  two  o'clock  in  tha 
morning,  Degelmann  set  cut  for  Lauffenbui^, 

•  Such  was  the  designalJon  of  the  fouc  German  towna  on  the  Rhine, 
above  Baslo,  in  the  neighboiichood  of  the  Blaok  Forest,  viz.,  Ehi;infcld, 
Waldsliut,  Seokingen,  and  Laiiffenburg-. 

-f  Keport  made  to  tlie  Burgomaslei  Bourcard. 

J  Jbid. 
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Thus  ended  this  memorable  day,  marked  by  a  political 
event,  which  will  be  preserved  in  histoiy  as  another  proof  of 
the  instability  of  earthly  thinga. 

ii'or  some  time  the  name  of  Marie-Th^reae- Charlotte  was 
the  theme  of  every  tongue  in  Basle.  Congratulatory  addresses 
were  presented  to  the  uegociating  ministerg,  and  verses  were 
mode  in  honour  of  the  Prince  de  Gavre.  The  arts  lent  their  aid 
to  these  sentiments,  and  a  portrait  of  the  Princess  (an  engra- 
ving of  which  forms  the  frontispiece  to  this  volume),  appeared,* 
published  by  Charles  de  Mechel,  a  distinguished  engraver. 
Every  heart  was  interested  in  the  event  that  had  just  taken 
place.  Tlie  republic  of  Basle  celebrated  the  date  of  it  in  her 
own  annals,  and,  through  the  medium  of  ita  council,  passed 
the  following  resolution : 

"  Decree  of  the  Lesser  Council  of  the  Republic  of  Basle, 
30th  December,  1795 

"  Having  lieard  the  account  of  the  exchange  carried  out 
last  Saturday,  of  the  French  Princess,  daughter  of  the  very 
holy  (hochseUg\,  King  Louis  XVI.,  against  the  French  ministers 
and  prisoners  detained  in  Austria,  the  council  decrees : 

"  The  moat  grateful  thanks  of  their  lordships  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Regent,  M  le  Bourgueraaitre  Bourcard,  for  the  great 
pains  and  prudent  measures  taken  by  him  on  this  occasioa. 

"As  also  the  thanks  and  compliments  of  their  lordships 
to  the  Bailiff  Legrand,  for  his  services  and  the  trouble  he  has 

Meanwhile,  the  court  of  Austria,  already  astonished  at  the 
delay,  and  unable  to  comprehend  what  the  obstacles  could  be 
that  prevented  the  immediate  completion  of  an  affair  which 
they  had  hastened,  not  merely  in  wish,  but  also  by  their 
prompt  peiformance  of  every  engagement  iafn  which  they  had 

*  Tlie  marriasje  desii  cd  liy  Aasti  ia,  and  by  Madame  de  Toar^el,  itaa 
looked  upuii  as  bo  cei  tiiiii  tu  take  place,  timt  the  portrait  of  Archduke 
C'hai  li'i  w.iH  engraved  as  a  pendant  lo  the  above. 
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entered  with.  Fra.nce.  learned,  with  marked  disappointment, 
that  joung  Marie-Tberese  was  cot  accompaiiicd  hy  Mesdames 
de  Tourzeh* 

The  Emperor,  who  had  not  given  up  his-  plan  of  uniting 
the  daughter  of  Marie-Antoinette  to  her  cousin,  Archduke 
Charles,  thought  that  the  presence  of  Madame  de  Soucy,  who 
had  been  chosen  against  his  wishes,  might  stand  in  the  way  of 
such  an  arrangement ;  and  his  distrust  being  further  strengthened 
hy  the  opinion  of  some  suspicious  spirits  in  his  court,  it  was 
decided  that  she  should  he  sent  hack  to  France. 

After  remaining  two  days  in  the  chfiteau  of  her  aunt  the 
\  cbduchesa  Ehzaleth  at  Inapt  k  Madame  liovale  arnied 
at  Vienna  on  the  ^th  Januan  Ih  Lmpcior  leceivtd  hei 
with  affectionate  kmdi  ess  and  give  her  an  establishment  on 
the  footing  of  an  aichducheea  Ihe  Prince  de  ba^ie  \  as 
appon  tpd  giind  jnastei  cf  the  housel  old  and  Mad-ime  de 
Chanclot  giind  miatiess  Thus  sepaiated  trom  i  ei  lugust 
pupil  Madame  le  Soucy  soon  heai  1  thit  foi  pol  tical  reascns 
aiismg  from  the  wai  then  e\iitug  between  the  two  nations 

•  Compldnfs  were  made  by  lliem  on  aficount  of  the  delay  and  alter- 
ation in  the  selection  of  a  companion  for  the  Princess. 

M,  Baclier replied,  oniho  llti  NivBae,  ith  jear(lst  January,  nSB), 
as  follows,  in  the  name  of  his  government ; 

'*  The  delay  in  the  departure  of  the  danghter  of  the  last  King  of  the 
French  waa  neeesssry,  and  Ihe  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Ee- 
public,  woold  have  desired  nothing  belter  ihan  to  linve  been  able  to  Epnre 
the  atate  prisoners  of  France,  detained  io  the  hei'editary  domuiions  of 
Anatria,  any  prolongation  of  a  captivity  so  little  deserved  by  them. 

"  The  motive  for  rescinding  the  nominaibn  of  Mesdames  de  Tonrzel, 
and  snhstitcting  Madame  de  Sonoy,  to  accompany  the  daughter  of  the  kst 
King  of  the  French  to  Basle,  was,  that  the  sole  object  of  such  an  arrange- 
ment was  to  give  the  latt^  some  lady  aa  a  companion  uho  might  be 
agreeable  to  her,  and  in  whom  she  could  confide.  She  herself  desired  to 
have  JIadame  de  Soucy,  who  had  brought  her  up,  and,  as  it  was  entirely 
and  solely  for  her  satiafaolion  that  the  French  government  had  mentioned 
Madame  do  Tonrzel,  this  object  is  now  gained."!- 

AuEtria  was  not  aatislied  with  this  reply. 

)  GotTespondence  relaljng  to  the  oichasge. 
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if  MttJamc  de  Soucy. 


iio  Frencli  subject  would  be  allowed  to  remain  ia  tie  service  of 
Madame.* 

•  Under  this  pretext  wiia  coiioeoled  an  insnlt  wliich  was  keenly  felt  by 
Madame  de  Saucy,  and  aho  asked  for  a  private  audience  or  tiie  Emperor. 
"Mj  cousin  is  mncti  attmdied  to  Sladome,  jour  mother,"  said  his  ]kli\jesty 
to  her,  ' '  and  she  has  not  failed  to  let  me  know  of  joor  devotion  lo  her 
person.  I  am  rerj  aorry,  Madame,  to  be  obliged  to  separate  yon  from  my 
cousin,  but  the  state  of  the  war  between  the  two  nations  rondel's  sucli  a 
measnre  neeessarj."  Then  perceiving  that  Madame  de  Houcy  had  a  paper 
in  her  hand:  "  le  that  paper  for  me,  Madame?"  asked  he.  "No,  Sire,  it 
is  my  farewell  letter  fo  Madame,"  replied  Madame  de  Soucy,  weeping, 
"  IniroEt  it  to  me,  Madame,"  said  the  Emperor;  "Iwill  give  it  to  my 
cousin  myself."  The  letter,  liowever,  in  compliance  with  the  rigid  etiqnetto 
of  the  German  court,  passed  tlirongh  the  hands  of  Madame  de  Chanclot, 
and  Madame,  who  was  mucli  distressed  at  being  separated  from  her 
governess,  sent  the  following  in  reply,  written  entirely  in  her  own  hand : 

"  X  received  yonr  letter,  Madame,  H'om  Madame  do  Chanclot,  and  am 
mndi  affected  by  it.  I  will  speak  f  o  the  Emperor  about  you ;  he  is  very 
kind,  bnt  you  know  I  always  toM  yon  on  otir  jonmej,  that  I  feai-ed  we 
should  be  separated  in  consequence  of  the  war.  This  is  the  case  with  all 
the  other  Preneh  peisona  who  accompanied  me.  I  beg  you  will  try  to 
console  M,  Hue,  that  faitiflll  servant  of  my  father;  lam  sure  that  the 
Imperor  will  not  fors^Ae  him,  and  am  also  sure  of  your  courage.  I  will 
pray  for  you,  and  trust  yon  will  have  a  prosperous  journey.  Say  all  kind 
thiu^  to  your  mother  for  me.  I  thank  you  for  the  sacri^ee  you  made  in 
leaving  jour  family  and  your  country  to  follow  my  fortune,  and  will  never 
forget  it.    Farewell,  and  depend  upon  the  constant  afiection  of 

"  Makib-Thei;ese-Ci[Aklotte." 

The  Emperor  allowed  M.  Hue  lo  remain  at  Vienna,  though,  lo  prevent 
the  distressing  idea  of  a  personal  exclusion  of  Madame  de  Soucy,  he  had 
decided  that  all  the  French  attendants  who  had  come  with  the  Princess 
shoald  be  included  in  the  same  measure,  "  In  consequence  of  these 
arrangeroenta,  Meunier,  the  cook,  and  Marin  Baron,  man-servant,  were 
sent  away  by  diligenire,  on  the  2l)th  Januai'j.  On  her  part,  tlie  Marqaise 
de  Souoy  set  ont  with  her  little  boy  and  lady's-maid,  on  the  23rd  of  the 
same  month,  having  been  provided  with  whatever  could  contribute  to  the 
comfort  of  her  jooruey."^  She  returned  by  Basle,  as  Mennier  and  Baron 
had  done,  and  her  unexpected  return  and  slay  in  that  town,  gave  rise  to 
varJoua  unfavourable  reports.'  At  length,  after  completing  a  duty  whiiih 
had  drawn  more  than  one  calumniatory  rumour  upou  her,  she  arrived  at 
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Madame  Koyale'a  magnaaimilj. 

Fraace  had  now  restored  to  Austria  the  last  remaining 
scion  of  tiie  blood  of  Marie- Antoinette,  the  most  brilhant  arch 
duchess  she  had  ever  owned.  Austria  gave  her  a  most  enviahle 
position,  ill  a  most  powerful  court,  and  under  the  care  of  a 
most  distinguished  monarch ;  but  while  she  was  grateful  for 
tlie  kind  intentions  of  the  imperiai  family,  the  young  Princess 
could  not  help  showing  tliat  she  desired  something  more  than 
the  gracious  offers  made  to  her.  She  had  a  cousin,  proscribed 
like  herself,  whose  refuge  in  a  foreign  land  might  he  taken 
from  him  any  day ;  she  had  a  family,  over  which  the  fatality 
that  attended  the  Stuart  line  seemed  impending;  and  her  sym- 
pathy with  misfortune,  aided  by  her  sentiments  of  iilial  stib- 
missiou,  had  decided  the  bias  of  her  heart.  Her  inclination 
led  her  towards  that  side  where  there  were  griefs  to  share,  and 
tears  to  dry ;  and,  therefore,  the  allurements  of  prosperity,  did 
not  detain  her  long  at  Vienna,  before  she  asked  to  he  allowed 
her  share  in  an  exile  which  was  to  last  a  long  time,  and  then 
to  begin  again  never  more  to  end. 

The  Emperor  had  presumed  too  much  oa  the  pains  he  had 
taken  to  bring  about  the  mai-riage,  for  which  he  was  so  anxious. 
The  dismissal  of  Madame  de  Soucy  was  an  act  of  useless 
severity.  When  combinations  of  political  ingenuity  are  em- 
ployed to  conti-ol  elevatfd  minds  and  decided  charactere,  the 
power  that  wields  thera  is  often  mistaken  in  the  result ;  on  the 
other  hand,  when  simple  benevolence  and  generosity  are  the 
motives  of  action,  tliey  are  almost  always  successful. 

Paris  in  time  to  Imve  the  melancholy  consolation  of  dosing  her  mother's 

A  few  days  afl«r  her  arrival,  Madame  da  Soucj  was  arrested,  and  kept 
for  several  montjia  in  confinement.  Having  come  from  Paris,  she  liail 
been  auspocted  at  Vienna;  and  coming  from  Vienna,  was  suspected  at 
Paris ;  but  her  heart  never  changed.  Devotion  would  not  be  devotion  if 
it  could  onlj  compromise  jou  once. 

The  greatest  prMse  that  can  he  given  to  Madame  da  Sorcy  is,  doubdcss, 
tho  friendship  with  which  she  was  honoured  by  Madame  Elizabeth  and  the 
Queen  Marie  Clotilde,  those  saintly  sisters  of  their  Majesties,  Louis  XVL, 
Louis  XVm.,  and  Oharks  X. 
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The  uegocntion  at  B isle  was  cioTvned  "ftitk  several  gifts 
from  the  Erapeior  *  these  acts  of  munificence  weie  teeeived 
with  lively  gratitude  and  called  foith  moie  cot  gr-it  lations 
compliment's  and  adulation  addiessed  to  the  donor  as  well  as 
to  the  recipients  than  eithei  would  have  leaped  itom  the  most 
serious  results  of  poluy  the  most  refined 

Letters  of  couiEesy  \\pie  exchai  ged  on  the  salgect  the 
rewards  thus  sent  were  enumeiited  m  the  newspapers  and 
their  exact  value  stated  together  \\ith  he  names  of  those  who 
had  received  them  and  1  \  m  muation  they  indicated  the 
persons,  who  as  it  si.emed  to  them  ought  to  receive  rewards 

•  Baron  de  Thiigut^  miniekr  of  Einte  to  liis  Imperial  Migestj,  wrote 
to  M.  de  Degelmanii  in  the  foJloiving  tejins  : 

"  Vienna,  Sid  February,  1788. 
"  Higblj  honoured  Baron, 

"  A  packet  has  been  sent  to  your  address  this  evening  ty  the  messa- 
gerh,  containing: 

"  An  enamelled  gold  tiaiH-box,  Bet  in  brilliants,  and  with  the  initials  of 
hia  Mi^Kitj,  also  in  brilliants. 

"A  ling.  Bet  in  brilliantB. 

"  A  gold  medftl,  attached  to  ft  gold  chain. 

"  The  first  ia  intended  for  M-  le  Bourgueniaifre  Eourcard,  at  Basle, 
the  second  for  M,  lleber.  »nd  the  third  for  Aidcde-caap  Kolb,  as  aii 
actnowledgnieiit  of  iheir  attention,  and  a  mark  of  his  Majesty's  approval 
of  the  same.  You  will  he  good  enough  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  M. 
Bonroard,  in  particular,  that  his  Msjeaty  has  availed  himself  with  pleasure 
of  this  opportunity  to  express  his  gratitude  for  the  sentiments  he  has  dia- 
plaved  on  many  occasions,  and  which  joiiv  Escelleney  lias  frequently  had 

' '  I  have  the  honour  (o  he,  Sic, 

"  Baeon  be  Thvgut. 
"  To  M.  le  Baron  de  Degelmann." 

t  Translation  of  a.n  article  publidied  in  the  Strasbni^ ' '  Coni'ier  of  the 

World"  (•'  Straibargischer  Wdbote,")  No.  138. 

"DienstagB,  den  1  ten  Mara,  1796.— Primidi,  Iltli  Ventflse,  4th year 

(Friday,  Ist  March,  1796). 

"  LeUer  rj-om  Switzerland,  2Slh  Febtaaij. 
"  Some  dnys  since  citizeness  Soucy  returned  to  Basle  trom  Vienna,  on 
her  way  to  France.    Eicli  presents  liad  been  made  her  at  the  imperial 
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But  there  was  one  gift  that  escaped  the  profaning  eyes  of 
the  press  aad  of  the  rest  of  the  world      I   iv       ha  ted 

by  Madame  to  Gomin,  at  the  momen      f  a      ^  H 

ningue.     It  ccosisted  neither  of  gold  i        f     am  n  a 

value  \raa  far  alove  that  of  every  oth      f  am    f    n     e 

heart,  and  went  to  the  heart,  and  the    f   e  was  L  d 

ahout.     It  was  a  paper,  folded  in  four,    n  fi      jag       f 

which  was  the  account  of  her  jouroey  f   m  Pa  H  u 

which  we  have  given  at  page  410.     Th    e        e  a  s 

addressed  personally  to  G-omin  on  the        i  i  This  p      £ 

of  an  affection  so  noble  and  so  holy  wa  n  d  u  g  d  by  o 
faithful  servant.     lie  preserved  it  as  .     a    ed    r  asu  be 

opened  in  secret  with  a  pious  hand  and  add  w  ha 
glistening  eye.  The  paper  never  left  him ;  folded  as  it  had 
been  when  he  received  it,  he  wore  it  next  his  heart  to  the  end 
of  his  life,  and  there  it  was  found  on  the  ]7th  January,  1841, 
when  the  throbbing  of  that  noble  heart  was  hushed  for  ever.  It 
contained  the  following  lines ; 

"My  journey,  notwithstanding  my  sorrow,  was  made  agree- 
able to  me  by  the  pi-esence  of  a  compassionate  being,  with 

coucl,  bnt  she  met  with  little  confidence  there,  and  wns  treated  as  though  she 
hnd  been  a  spy  of  the  IKreneh  govecmncnt.  The  dnj  before  yestevdaj  Eoma 
handBome  presents  arrived  from  the  court  of  Vienn^  intended  Ibr  several 
JnJmbilaDts  of  Basle,  who  hai-e  been  of  service  in  llie  liansactions  relating 
to  the  late  exchange.  M.  le  Bourgnemaitre  Bonrcard,  who  had  taken  all 
the  measures  necessary  for  its  compledon,  received  a  beautiful  suuiT-box, 
eet  in  diamonds,  value  four  hundred  lonis ;  Beber,  the  merchant,  a  ring, 
value  about  two  hundred  louia ;  Kolb,  the  officer  on  duty,  who  esoDrled  the 
Prlncesji  to  the  frontier,  at  the  head  of  a  small  detachment,  a  gold  chain, 
value  fifty  louia.  Everybody  aaks  what  will  be  given  by  the  French  govern- 
ment to  M.  Legrond,  bailiff  of  Eiehen,  who  is  a  man  of  integrity  and 
onderatanding,  and  who  received  the  rreneli  prisoners  exchanged  for  the 
Princess,  and  kept  them  in  his  charge  until  the  arrival  of  Iho  daughter 
of  Louis  XVL  at  Basle."' 

3  This  letterwaavBtyprobaJily  written  tyM-Oolis,  first  sccretdry  of  alale  of 
BuelB,  and  correspDndent  of  the  "  Sratbsrgitehlr  Wilbolt."  He  wna  aftcnvaids 
Brand  tribune  nf  Bade,  and,  ollimately,  director  of  the  Beltetic  republic  under 
Napoleon.  ,M.  Legrand, — whose  praise  he  sounds, — waa  a  friend  of  lUB,  and  after- 
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whose  goodness  I  had  long  been  acquainted,  but  who  gave  me 
proofs  of  it  beyond  measure,  in  this  journey,  by  the  manner 
ill  wliich  he  demeaned  hiraaolf  on  every  occasion,  and  by  his 
activity  in  roy  service,  though  he  was  certainly  not  accustomed 
b)  it ;  it  must  therefore  be  attributed  entirely  to  his  zeal  in 
my  cause.  I  have  long  known  him,  and  this  last  proof  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  possess  all  my  esteem,  but  yet  in  these 
jast  moments  I  feel  it  is  increased.  I  cannot  say  more,  for 
though  my  heart  is  deeply  impressed  with  all  it  ought  to  feel, 
I  have  no  words  to  express  my  sentiments.  I  will  therefore 
conclude,  by  imploring  him  not  to  distress  himself  too  much, 
and  to  take  courage  ;  I  do  not  ask  him  to  think  of  me,  for  I 
am  sure  he  will,  and  I  can  answer  on  my  pai-t  for  doing  aa 
much  for  him." 

These  last  words  of  the  daughter  of  Louis  XVT.  to  Gomin 
form,  at  the  same  time,  her  last  farewell  to  the  Temple — that 
abode,  the  bare  remembrance  of  which  harrowed  her  soul,  but 
which  was  still  dear  to  her,  since  it  recalled  the  thought  of  ail 
she  had  suffered,  and  all  she  had  lost;  the  harshness  and 
inhumanity  of  some,  the  devotion  and  affecting  interest  of 
others. 

Here  closes  the  history  of  the  Temple  prison :  from  cap- 
tivity, the  daughter  of  Louis  XYI  passed  into  exile. 
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DEMOLITION  OF  THE  TEMPLE  TOWEK. 


The  Temple  after  the  departure  of  Marie-Th^rise— The  public  admitled  to 
the  Temple — Inscriptions,  blasphemies,  prayers — The  revolutionary 
government  wishes  to  sell  the  Temple — Decree  of  the  First  Consul  to 
preaerreitaa  a  property  belonging  to  the  State — Demolition  of  the 
Temple  tower  resolved  on — Pilgrimages  mado  to  the  Temple — Decree 
of  the  Emperor,  appointing  the  Temple  paiaee  to  he  a  residence  for 
the  minister  of  public  wotship— A  convent  established  there  nt  the 
Bestoration — Conolusion. 


Having-  completed  our  account  of  the  pnsonere  confined  m  the 
Temple,  it  remains  for  us  ere  we  close  this  histoiy  to  relate 
the  end  of  the  Temple  itbelf  hallowed — as  were  some  amihi 
theatres  of  the  oHcn  time — by  the  martyr  deathi  jt  had 
witnessed.  The  sicnflce  consummated  tliere  had  attiacted 
universal  attention  to  that  gloomy  pile  m  conseijuence  of  the 
respect  in  Vihith  it  was  held  by  the  public  the  prison  had 
become  a  sanctuary  and  though  ity  chambers  wcie  now  vacant, 
by  the  death  or  e\iie  of  those  who  had  inhabited  them, 
they  were  611ed  with  leminiseenoes  of  their  depaitcd  gup&ts 
Great  virtues  aie  like  thoae  preciout.  balms  that  leave  an  im 
perishable  trace  of  their  tormei  piesence  in  the  vase  that  onca 
contained  them 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  ManeTheie-<e  hoierol  jjer 
sons  succeeded  in  gaining  admittance  to  the  tower,  and  eager 
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Memorial  of  Ihc  i>risoiisra. 

eyea  sought  out  whatever  traces  of  their  sojourn  there  might 
Jiave  heen  left  by  the  prisoners. 

In  the  apartment  of  Louis  XVI,  there  were  several  in- 
Ecriptions,  hut  none  in  his  handwriting;  in  that  of  the  Princesses 
Dothmg  was  to  be  found  in  the  Queen's  hand,  or  in  that  of 
Madame  Elizabeth.  These  three  martyre  had  some  hearts 
jet  remaining  round  them  in  whom  they  could  confide,  and 
therefore  had  not  made  inanimate  objects  the  recipients  of 
tlieir  sentiments.  Marie-Theiese  and  her  brother,  condemned 
to  perfect  solitude,  had,  on  the  contrary,  sought  to  turn  their 
prison  ivalls  into  faithful  confidants  of  their  most  private 
thoughts,  lu  the  Dauphin's  room,  the  child's  hand  had  left 
two  mementoes  of  his  residence  there — a  flower,  sketched  on 
the  wainscot,  near  the  comer  where  the  stove  had  iiKen  ;  and 
further  on  the  following  words,  traced  with  an  imperfectly  cut 
pencil,  or  a  piece  of  charcoal : 

"Maman,  jo  vous  pr" 

Did  the  means  or  the  power  fail  him  to  complete  his  idea? 
Was  he  inteiTupted  by  the  brutal  hand  of  Simon,  or  by  the 
menacing  summons  of  a  municipal  ? 

With  respect  to  his  sister,  more  than  one  sentiment  in. 
scribed  by  her  hand,  was  found  in  this  deserted  spot.  We  are 
told  by  Royfere,  a  member  of  the  National  Convention,  that  a 
short  time  after  the  departure  of  tJie  Princess  he  esammed 
tho  whole  of  the  room  she  had  inhabited,  tijujg  to  iind  some 
trace  of  her  residence  there.  While  thus  employed  he  per- 
ceived a  couple  of  lines,  in  pencil,  written  on  the  i\alls  and 
going  nearer  he  read  as  follows,  in  the  liist  lin<' 

"  Oil,  moa  pJre !  veillezsur  moi  du  ha'it  d'l  ciel'  • 

And  the  second,   which  had  been  wruten  at  a  niore  recent 

•  "  Oh,  my  father  '.  watoli  over  me  6i)iii  heaTen  above !" 
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period,   a  little   below  the  fonner,   contained  the   following 
%rords: 

"  Oh,  mon  Eieu  I  pordcmne/  a  oeux  qui  out  fait  raourir  mes  purents  !"• 

Kovfire  had  been  one  of  the  regicides.  When  he  read 
those  lines  he  nas  seized  with  a  trembling  horror,  as  if  be  had 
been  struck  with  the  finger  of  God.  "  Remorse,"  as  he  said 
himself,  "  drove  him  out  of  the  room." 

We  are  now  about  to  give  the  inscriptions,  not  written  hy 
the  rojal  family,  found  in  the  Temple  tower. 

On  the  door  of  the  ixuncil  loom  nere  the  words  Libeity, 
Equality!"  Fraternity  nas  left  out  A  giotesjue  pomait  oi 
the  lower  panel,  said  to  he  the  likeness  of  Mathey  with  a  p  pe 
in  his  mouth,  attracted  attenti  du 

On  the  walls  of  the  staircase,  seveial  nimes  had  been  lut 
with  a  knife,  the  point  of  a  sword  or  that  of  a  ba}onet 

In  the  King's  apaitnient  which,  as  we  haie  said  subse 
quently  became  that  of  the  Dauphin  independentlj  cf  the 
isolitpd  sentence  '  Maman  je  lous  pr  tiactd  bv  a  feeble 
hand,  there  were  in  the  ante  loom  somp  moulting  phrases 
wiiften  with  a  black  lead  pencil  on  the  bedroom  dooi  among 
which  the  woid  Tyiant  w^  stiU  partnlly  \  isiUe  these  h)\sei  i  r 
had  been  effaced ;  but,  above  them,  some  hand  had  more  recently 
written  hi  lai^e  letters,  with  a  red  pencil,  the  following  inscrip. 
tion,  which  the  royal  victim  had  always  deemed  the  most  cmel 
outrage,  because  it  was  tlie  most  unjust  of  all. : — 


Beneath  these  words,  was  a  sketch  of  a  guillotine,  alsc 
drawn  with  red-lead  pencil,  beneath  which  an  explanaLioc 
was  written. 

•  "  Oh,  mj  God  1  forgive  those  who  slew  my  parents !" 
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The  pictuve  and  inscripUon  had  been  defaced  by  a  few 
strokea  of  a  Itnife,  and  the  red  chaiacteis,  emblems  of  revo- 


k  wafSim^oM-VMrnJi  Ii  Jot 


(The  lyiml  spilling  iaW 


lutionaiy  barbarity,  were  followed  by  this  aimple  phifaae,  on 
emblem  of  Christian  civilization  : 


In  the  turret  a^oining  ihe  King's  room,— the  last  refuge  of 
his  devotional  exercises, — these  words  were  found  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  door ; 

'■  Sa  vertu  fut  moius  brillante,  maia  elle  fut  plus  Eohde  quo 


*  "  He  whom  jcu  Sieve  insult,   imploceil   tiardoii   fw   you  on 
aealToUl.'  ... 

f  "  His  virtue  was  less  brilliant,  bat  more  solid  than  Iiie  throne. 
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On  the  wall,  to  the  left  of  the  window,  was  the  following 
question,  written  in  perpendicular  lines. 

"Quand  DesSzB  it  Ti'onchet,  it  Lamoignon  s'unit 

Pour  prendre  de  Louislatcop  juste  defense, 

C'est  la  yertii,  la  taison,  et  I'espiit, 

Qui  combatlent  pour  rinnocenco."* 

In  the  Queen's  apartment,  the  following  lines,  quotel  from 
the  "  Imitation  de  Jhus  Christ,"  were  found  written  on  the 
panels  of  the  door ; — 

"  La  gloire  que  le  monde  donne  et  resoit  passe  en  un  moment, 

"  La  gloire  des  bona  est  dans  le  fond  de  leur  cojur,  et  non  dane 
la  bonclio  des  hommea. 

"Lajoye  des  juBtee  eat  de  Dieu  et  en  Dieu;  leur  joje  est  dans 
laT6rit6."t 

Liv.  IL,  Chop.  8. 

In  t"he  embrasure  of  tlie  window,  where  Madame  Eeyale 
sat  almost  constantly  during  her  solitary  imprisonment,  the 
following  words  were  visible  on  the  right  side,  on  close  in- 
spection : — 

"Madame  V^to  paitant  pom- la  justice  ;"J 

Then  the  picture  of  a  woman  on  a  cart,  and,  a  little  further  on, 
a  guillotine ;  hut  both  the  words  and  the  drawing  had  been 
ahnost  entirely  effaced  by  washing.  Opposite  was  another 
drawing,  of  which,  however,  absolutely  nothing  could  be  made 

•  "When  DesSae  nnlted  with  Tronchet  ond  Laisoii^on  to  iinder- 
tnke  the  just  defence  of  Louis,  virtue,  reason,  aod  wit  combined  to  combat 
forinnocenee." 

+  "  Tlie  glory  that  the  world  gives  and  receives  passes  aivaj  in  a  mo- 
ment, and  ia  always  folbwed  by  sorrow. 

"The  glorj  of  the  good  lies  deep  within  their  hear  Is,  and  not  in  this 
mouths  of  man. 

"The  joy  of  thojnflt  isfromGod,  and  in  God;  their  joy  lain  truth." 

J  "  Madame  Vfcto  going  to  justice," 
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out,  esirept  the  inscription,  whioVi  had  resisted  CTery  atte:;vpt  to 
efface  it : — 

"  L'Autrichienne  S,  la  dansa."" 

Beside  the  disgraceful  productions  of  this  ignoWe  artist 
appeared  these  words,  written  very  legibly  in  large  ciiaract«ra : — 
"  M6re  de  douleiirs,  priez  pour  nousl"f 
And  lower  down  :— 

"  Begms  raartymm,  orn  pro  nobis ! " 
The  room  that  had  been  occupied  by  Madame  Elizabeth, 
at  the  time  when  the  Queen  was  still  in  the  Temple,  bore  the 
two  following  inscriptions : — 


Su  h  v.a',  th=  appearance  of  the  Temple  tonei  halln  e  H> 
the  duulle  u  ■'jestv  of  virtue  aiil  misfortune  thus  the  ]  i  inn 
had  1  ecome  a  sanctuirj  and  cues  of  hatred  hal  ^ivea  «  \  to 
the  Litanj  ! 

llie  113110  to  the  Temple  weie  toleratel  but  a  shoit  time 
\er\  BOon  the  (.hanging  phases  ot  the  Revolution  sent  oth  i 
captives  to  that  piison  for  reiolutionaiy  tyranny  did  uotleaie 
thej<iil9  idle  Thus  aftei  the  coup  d  etat  of  the  18th  Iru  ti 
dor  the  membeis  of  the  council  condemned  to  banishment 
spent  the  last  nights  preceding  then  depirture  there  and 
several  repiesentatii es  who  had  had  the  misfoitune  to  ^ote  hr 
the  death  of  Louis  \\I  then  lead  the  prajei  that  Mane 
Th^re-'O  the  last  occupant  of  those  looms  had  written  for 
tho'^e  who  bad  destroyed  her  patents  Thej  weie  affected  1  v 
it  the  pardon  lelt  them  as  the  parting  word  of  the  daughtei 
the  sistei  the  niece  of  the  maitji-s  was  at  the  ^ame  time  a 
counsel  sent  by  God  to  lead  them  to  refleot  upon  themselves 
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The  Temple  remained  what  the  10th  of  Aiiguat  had  made 
it — a  place  where  peraons  under  arrest  were  confined,  aaid  a 
barrack.  But  a  short  time  afterwards  it  was  resolved  to  sell 
it.  Haunted  by  a  i-ecollection  that  seemed  like  remorse,  tlie 
revolutionary  government  waa  anxious  for  the  total  destruotioa 
of  the  prison. 

******* 

Time  had  passed  on.  The  Directory  was  no  longer  in 
existence ' 

Ihe  indmdu^l  whom  m  the  course  of  this  history  we 
have  seen  a'  a  youth  on  tlie  ferraee  of  the  Tuileries,  in- 
dignant at  the  sight  of  i"yalty  exposed  to  the  insults  of  the 
pop  dice  as  a  young  man  cannonadmg  Toulon  and  aftenvards, 
affn„htii  ^  Pans  ^itb  the  cannon  of  "Vend^miaire ;  had  become 
a.  man,  while  transmitting  from  hattle  to  battle  that  prodigious 
name  which  all  the  great  echoes  of  the  world — from  the  Tiber 
to  the  Pyramids— had  sent  back  to  France  enshrined  in  glory. 

Napoleon  had  arrived  at  the  pinnacle  of  power.  On  liis 
accession  to  the  Consulate  he  had  prevented  the  alienation  of 
the  Temple,  and  repudiated  the  idea  of  its  becoming  prinite 
property  ;*  but  the  Emperor,  who  lost  sight  neither  of  the  past 

•  "Equality — Liberty. 
"  Miuisti'y  of  General  i'oliee. 
"  Extract  from  the  rtgister  of  tb«  deliberations  of  the  Consuls  of 
tlie  Republic. 
"Paris,  nth  Thetmidor,  8th  year  of  the  Republic, 
one  and  indivisible. 
"  Tlie  Consols  of  lb   E  pcbl" 

"Having  taken  in)  eon  d  t  A  t  !  94  f  tl  !  ft!  8  1 
Gennina!,  4th  year,  wh   h      tb     ses  Ih    g         m    t  t    pi  t       1 

property,  if  undisposed    f      t  tl     d  p    al    1  th    m    ibt       (  t 

eatahlisb  barracks  for  tb   g    d   •xa 

"And  considering  tb  t  tl     M   so     d    T     pi  arj  f     th 

accommodation  of  tlie  bgd      f      t       Igdm         flai' 
"Decree  as  follons  : — 

"ARTICtB  1 
"  The  sale  of  the  Maison  du  Temple  is  postponed  till  farther  orders. 

"  Abticlb  n. 
"  Tbc  building  tvill  continue  to  be  used  aa  a  barrack  for  the  brigades  of 
gendajmerii^  of  Pari.?. 
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Tlie  mie  of  the  tower  poatponod. 

nor  the  future,  wiabed  to  leave  no  trace  of  aajthing  that  would 
humiliate  the  old  monaroliy,  and  to  avoid  whatever  might  be 
embarrassing  to  the  cew  one.     The  Temple  tflwer,  which  had 
witnessed  the  most  atrocious  acts  of  popular  tyranny  and  of  the 
most  affecting  sufferings  of  royalty,  was  a  twofold  souree  o( 
uneasiness  to  him.     How  Was  it  possible  to  leave  before  the 
eyes  of  the  people  a  prison  where  a  king  had  been  held  in 
captivity  by  his  subjects  ?    How  could  he  preserve  a  monument 
"Article  IIL 
"The  ministerfl  of  war,  finanee,  aud  general  police  are  directed  to 
carry  oat  tluG  present  decree,  each  in  his  own  broncli  of  duty. 
"  BoNAPABTE,  Firat  Consul. 

"  By  the  First  Consnl's  order. 
"  HcflUES  Makbt,  Secretary  of  Stala 
"An  exact  copy. 
"POUCHB,  Minister  of  General  Police." 

"  The  minisler  of  finance  to  the  citizen  prefect  of  the  department 
of  the  Seine. 
"  Paris,  I3th  Thennidor,  8th  year  of  the  French  Repahlic, 
one  and  indivisible. 
"Citiiien  prefect, — I  send  you  a  duplicate,  signed  by  me,  of  a  deores 
from  the  Consulate  of  the  9th  Thermidor,  ibis  present  month,  ordering 
that  the  sale  of  the  Haison  du  Temple,  Ite  suspended,  and  tliat  the  said 
huUding  condnue  to  be  employed  as  a  hairaoli  for  the  brigades  of  gend- 
armerie at  Pniis.    Be  so  good  as  to  follow  these  directions. 
"I  salute  you, 

"  G-AuniN, 
"N.B.     The  said  Maison  dn  Temple  is  advertised  for  iimuedlate  sale. 
It  is  urgent  to  give  the  orders  necesaary  to  prevent  it." 

"  Liberty — Equality, 
"The  minister  of  the  interior  to  citizen  Dubois,  prefect  of  police 
of  the  de]xirtment  of  the  Seine. 
"  P;iiig,  2ath  Thennidor,  Sth  year  of  the  Fwnoh  Bepuhlio, 
one  and  indivisible. 
"  Citizen, — I  liave  received  your  letter  of  the  7t3i  Thermidor,  relating 
to  the  sale  of  the  Maison  du  Temple,  the  property  of  the  nation. 

"  I  have  communicated  year  observations  apon  the  inconvenience  that 
vould  ensue  from  the  alienation  of  that  buildi>ig>  together  with  your  vlevis 
as  to  its  destination,  to  the  ministers  of  finance  and  war." 
"  I  salute  you, 

"L,  liONAPAElE." 
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DcmoliUon  of  llie  tower  ilelerminfil  upon. 

that  excited  public  feeling — that  kept  alive  the  thought  of  the 
former  dynasty  ? 

It  was  therefore  decided  that  not  a  stone  of  that  sacred 
tower  should  be  left  standing;*  not  evon  one  of  those  stones 
^Yhich  spoke,  trumpet-tongiied,  in  accents  of  complMnt — lapides 
clamahiint ! 

Once  more  the  Temple  became  silent  and  solifary.  Most 
of  the  persons  employed  to  attend  on  the  prisonera  and  guai-d 
them  had  followed  their  charge  to  Vincennes ;  the  othera 
had  been  discharged.  The  furniture  was  distributed,  some  to 
the  prisons,  some  to  the  hoapitals,  and  some  to  the  state  stores 
(Garde-Meuhle),  whence  it  had  been  talten.  The  rooms  were 
completely  dismantled,  and  the  doomed  tower  looked  as  if  if, 

*  On  the  3rd  Jnne,  1808,  the  following  order  w:is  sent  to  Fiiuconnier, 
keeper  of  tlie  Temple  prison. 

"P^is,  Srd  June,  ISOS, 

"  The  senator,  minister  of  the  general  police  of  the  empirp,  orders  the 
keeper  of  the  Maison  du  Temple  to  give  up  the  prisoners  committed  to  hia 
charge  (o  M.  PSques,  inspector- general  to  the  ministry,  uho  lias  diiiiclions 
to  convey  them  to  the  prison  of  Vineeiines ;  he  himself  will  then  repair 
to  Vinoennes,  to  receive  the  said  prisoners,  of  nhom  he  tvlll  retain  the 
onetodj  in  that  priaon, 

"FoUCHB." 


The  prisoners  given  up  to  M.  PSqaes  were  seventeen  in  number ;  (ha 
flines  of  these  last  occupants  of  the  Temple  were  as  follows : 
David,  priest. 

Lavillate,  landed  proprietor. 
Qari'ea  dc  Mfeiiires,  formerly  an  oiiiccr. 
Bc^n  de  la  Rouziere,  landed  proprietor. 
Collin,  commonly  calleil  Cupidon,  a  servant. 
VandricoDrt,  a  man  of  independent  fortans. 
De  Bousso  de  Pujtert,  ideai. 
Potignao  (Armand),  idem, 
Polignao  (Jnles),  idem, 
Bam:niBac,  landed  proprietor. 
LanenviUe,  priesL 
Chassuart.  or  Chassonr,  distiller. 
Daniaud-Duperrat,  mcrclmnt. 
Oonoherj,  clerk. 
Anerweek,  farmer. 

Montmayenx,  profeasor  of  mathematies. 
Tiliy-BIaru,  ex-landed  proprietor  at  St.  Domingo. 
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were  undergoing  the  change  made  in  the  toilet  of  criminals 
condemned  to  the  block :  its  denuded  walls  only  awaited  the 
hand  of  the  destroyer. 

The  materials  of  which  the  tower  wa3  huilt  were  advertised 
for  sale,  and  this  aanouticeoieat  brought  a  greater  number  of 
visitors  to  the  Temple,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  buying, 
performed  a  pilgrimage. 

The  auction  took  plaee  in  the  month  of  October,  1808.* 
The  historical  documents  relating  to  this  event  bear  witness 

•  On  Friday,  Tth  October,  1808,  the  Temple  toner  was  bonght  by  M. 
Bobert  Morel,  owner  of  hoase  property,  and  hving  at  No.  37  Bue  Tra- 
TerHlare-Samt-Honoi^,  Paris,  for  the  sam  of  33,100  friuios. 

Having  observed  the  pious  aympathj  tbat  daily  brought  a  crowd  of 
viEitors  to  the  apartments  formerly  occupied  bj  ihe  royal  family,  tbe 
neiv  proprietor  hoped  Co  find  a  very  ]jroiitable  sale  for  those  ninterinU 
which  oould  be  preserved  whole  and  set  up  again  somewhere  else — such  as 
the  chimney-pi-eees,  dows,  jamhs,  wainsootting,  windows,  &o.  He  also 
thought  tbat,  once  master  of  this  place,  it  would  be  practicable  for  him 
to  lay  a  slight  tax  on  public  curiosity,  and  ho  caoscd  admission-tickets  ia 
be  priuled,  which  wore  sold  at  the  door. 

This  li'affio  lasted  but  a  ftw  days,  for  the  minisUr  of  polico  having 
been  informed  of  what  was  going  on,  sent  him  an  order  prohibiting  him 
from  allowing  any  person  to  enter  the  Temple  under  any  pretence  wLit- 
ever,  even  officers  of  state,  should  any  come !  The  colonel  of  gendarmerie 
quartered  In  Ihe  Temple  aaperintended  the  eneCiition  of  this  order. 

M.  Morel  then  perceived  that  he  had  been  too  hasty  in  the  execution 
of  his  plaas ;  Ihe  suppression  of  the  admission  tickets  made  him  aniioipato 
olher  interruptions  lo  hi»  seheme :  it  was  evident,  indeed,  that  tlie  govern- 
ment, whose  wish  it  was  to  destroy  the  impressions  of  which  the  Temple 
was  a  type  w    Id     t  sa    t      speculations  which  tended  to  revive  them. 

The  d  sapp  nled  1  1  t  r  found  himself  mistaken  in  the  brilliant 
hopes  he  had  b  It  n  th  undertaking  j  the  stones  he  had  bought  were 
nothing  m  than  t  n  nd  it  was  not  allowed  to  assign  any  moral 
value  to  th  m 

Toward  th  I  f  tl  year  1808  tl  e  v  ik  of  den  ol  lion  began. 
The  roofin  w  od  1>  doo  a  d  oden  pirt  t  ons  together  with  the 
pointed  arch  w  d  ashes,  t  les  ind  voo  1  floor  ng  were  first  removed : 
they  were  laid  in  the  court  jiud  and  m  the  garden  f  t  the  tune  being; 
and  had  they  been  bought  on  the  spot  tl  e  purcl  asers  would  have  paid 
dearly  for  them ;  but  n  the  market  they  had  o  iy  their  mti  nsic  value. 
What  was  to  be  done  ho* ever'  Tl  e  men  employed  in  II  e  woik  of  des- 
Iruction  were  the  only  persons  alloned  to  enter  the  Temple  and  through 
their  agency  some  murble  ch  n  ev  p  ecea  and  oman  enta  nero  sold  at  a. 
gieat  price;   but  the  d   id  antage  of  ha   nf,  the  do  rs   o  scrupulously 
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themselves  to  the  pious  venei-ation  m  which  the  Temple  tower 
waa  held,  when,  during  tlie  few  days  that  preceded  its  destnic- 

clnsed  was  eiiormona.  Morel  demanded  an  indemnity,  nnd  the  form  of 
his  petilion,  ambiguoua  (o  a  degree,  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  essentially 
felse  and  difficult  position  he  was  in  with  respect  to  the  affiiir  : 

"To  M.  le  Consejller  d'Etat,  prefect  of  the  department  of  flie  Seine. 
"Paris,  23rd  January,  180H. 
"M.  le  Cor  seller  d'Etat. 

"M.  Eobert  Morel  has  Ibe  honour  of  stating  that,  on  the  7tl!  Octoter, 
180B,  he  bought  the  materials  of  ihe  Templtj  toiver,  now  about  to  be  demo- 
lished, for  the  reasons  ha  is  abont  to  enumeiatc. 

"As  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  projected  destruction  of  that  building, 
he  repaiivd  to  the  spot  to  examine  the  materials  and  make  his  calcula- 
tions Its  fo  their  value:  l>nd  could  lind  no  pniffl  lUiely  to  accrue  to  the 
purchaser,  even  by  taking  it  at  the  very  estimate  made  by  the  architect  of 
domains. 

"  Notwithstanding,  your  petitioner,  induced  rather  by  the  interest  ot 
government,  whicli  he  always  has  at  heart,  than  by  any  thought  of  priv.ite 
advantage  and  sobaeijnently  yielding  (lie  cannot  disguise  it)  to  the  destte 
of  becoming  the  instrument  of  the  desfruoticn  of  suoh  a  build ing^cele- 
brated  among  liie  monuments  of  antiquity  fw  t)ie  ditftrent  uses  to  which 
it  has  been  put  in  different  ages — took  some  steps,  which  resulted  in  the 
feet  of  his  being  able  Id  become  the  puraluiEer,  at  a  price  much  above  the 
eatimate,  without  injury  to  his  private  interest 

"  Ii  fact,  he  had  the  promise  of  eeveral  builders  that  they  would  visit 
tlie  place  before  the  demolition  began,  in  order  to  treat  with  him  on  the 
spot  for  whatever  might  snit  their  own  convenience;  other  persons  spte 
of  purchasing  the  fittings,  decorations,  and  ornaments  of  whole  rooms. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  these  arrangements,  which  assured  him  of  aready 
and  profitable  sale,  that  he  deteimined  to  pui-chase  the  buildiuR, 

"The  interest  of  the  government  being  thus  secored  by  tlie  price  he 
paid,  which  was  hi  above  the  estinialc,  the  petitioner  ought  to  have  been 
allowed  eveiy  facility  to  make  sure  of  hia  own  interest. 

"It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  when  an  article  is  sold  by  auction  it 
becomes  the  property  of  the  highest  bidder  immediately,  and  that  it  is  for 
him  to  employ  every  lawful  means  to  bring  into  play  all  the  resonroes  of 
his  indaBljy,  in  order  to  turn  his  purchase  to  the  best  possible  acoonnt. 

"  Notwithstanding  this,  the  petiOoner  had  haLilly  completed  his  pre- 
liminary arrangements,  before  beginning  his  work — that  is  to  say,  a  week 
alter  the  sale — when  on  ovder  from  his  excellency  the  minister  of  general 
police,  sent  through  the  prefect  of  police,  was  signified  to  yom-  petitioner 
by  the  inspector-general. 

"  This  order  expressly  prohibited  any  person  being  allowed  to  enter  the 
Temple,  under  any  pretence  whatevei',  even  officers  of  state,  should  auy 
such  come  ;  and  not  only  was  tlie  owner  of  the  building  itifonncd  of  thij 
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tioii,  it  was  opened  to  the  inapection  of  visitors  who  flocked 
thither  in  crowds, 

order,  bat  even  the  colone]  ofgdrm  qaiid  tlTp!  9 
ditectol  t»  superintend  its  exec 

"live  order,  allliough  it  w  11  oocas  !  93    f      t  1       than  f   ni 

Tiiteen  to  twenty  ttioiiEand  franc    to}        ptt  h  tthtdg, 

been  sb-ictlj'  curried  out.      Tl  k     f  d       !  t  S     g       i 

noihing  >a  mH  -,  materials  of  all  I  d  so  h  doo  |  b^  pper  d 
side  wainscnttingi  alcoves,  Soo  g  md  a:>he9  h  it  s,  &a  — Ihe 
greater  part  of  which  lilted  and  deoonted  Ih  p  rtm  t  f  tl  m  11 1  r 
of  the  Temple,  as  well  as  tliose  f  ll  great  t  —  I  g  th  vn- 
oloBnre  exposed  to  the  rain  and  frost,  and  are  spoiling  in  consequence  from 
day  to  day.  It  is  well  known  that  such  articles  are  of  no  real  value  unless 
they  be  sold  on  the  spot.  But  how  could  they  ?  Hoiv  could  even  the  stones  ? 
Iriie  report  of  entrance  to  the  tower  being  interdicted  has  spread  rapidly 
among;  the  people,  and  kept  everyone  away,  the  builders  in  pnrlieuhtr. 

"  Then,  if  it  ba  impossible  to  deny  that  a  very  considerable  loss  to  your 
petitioner  has  been  the  I'esalt  of  this  order  from  the  government,  it  most 
appear  equallj  evident  that  some  indemnity,  proportioned  to  his  loss,  shoold 
be  granted  him. 

"  For  the  above  reasons,  yonr  petitioner,  having  the  utmost  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  the  principles  influencing  jour  conduct,  solleila  you, 
JL  le  Consdller  d'Etat,  to  be  so  good  as  to  (ahe  his  nnfortnnate  posidou 
into  yonr  ccnsideration,  and  to  give  orders  that  a  skilled  arbitrator  shall 
fix  the  amount  of  tlie  well-deserved  indemnity  to  which  he  has  a  right  to 
look  forward,  for  the  reasons  above  stated. 

'*  Morel." 
"Paris,  3l6t  January,  1809. 

"liVansmitl^d  to  the  director  of  national  domains  of  the  interior  of 
PuTis  (11.  Eparvier),  for  him  to  give  information  and  his  opinion. 

"  PnoCHOT." 

The  prefect  of  the  department  of  the  Seine,  after  having  requested  the 
director  of  national  domains  of  the  interior  of  Paris  to  furnish  inromi- 
ntion  and  give  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  this  oldm,  wrote  tlie  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  minister  of  police  ; 

"  Fourth  Division— First  Office, 

"  Jnderanitj  demanded  by  M.  Morel,  pnrchaser  of  the  materials  of  tlie 

Temple  tower, 

"30th  May,  1309. 
"The  prefect,  councillor  of  state,  to  his  eieelleney  the  minister  of 

general  police,  count  of  the  empire. 
"A  petition  has  been  presented  to  me  by  M.  Morel,  purchaser  of  the 
tnnlerials  of  tho  Ti'mple  tower,   as  per  contract,  bearing  date,  the  7th 
Octohw,  1808,  for  the  nuni  of  33,100  francs,  demanding  to  lie  indemnified 
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We  have  not  said  all  on  this  subject.  Fathers,  mothers, 
young  people,  entered  that  abode,  their  hearts  pierced  with 
grief,  their  eyes  filled  with  tears,  and  their  limbs  trembling] 
all  remembering  tho  details  of  that  long  agony,  of  that  royal 

to  t!ic  cxlent  of  the  loss  he  declares  lilmself  to  liavu  sustuineil  by  tlmt  frans- 

"  His  claim  is  fbonded  on  the  fact  tlmt,  a  veek  aftei'  the  Bale,  he  h'SS 
eipreaaly  prohibited,  by  an  order  emnnaUng  from  your  racelleni^,  aiii 
coming  through  tlie  prefect  of  police,  councillor  of  Rtute,  trota  allouing;  any 
person  to  enter  the  tower  on  any  preteuoe  whatever ;  and  that  this 
meaBnre,  which  obliged  hira  to  convey  all  the  materials  away  from  the 
tower,  deprived  him  of  the  profit  which  the  said  mateiials  would  have 
bronght  hira,  ifhe  had  been  permitted  to  sell  them  on  the  spot, 

"  I  he);;  your  excellency  to  let  me  know  whether  the  measure,  of 
which  M.  Morel  complains  was  really  taken,  and  nhelher  it  could  not  have 
been  curried  cut,  as  he  allirms,  without  having  an  unfavourable  effect  on  the 
sale  of  the  materials, 

"In  ease  of  your  reply  being  in  the  affirmative,  the  petitioner  may 
perhaps  have  eome  grounds  on  which  to  found  a  claim  for  an  indenmity  j 
but,  judging  from  the  motives  which  preface  his  demand,  it  would  not 
appear  that  such  an  indemnity  ought  to  be  charged  upon  tho  administration 
of  domdns. 

"  I  beg  of  you,  my  lord,  to  be  so  good  as  to  let  mo  know  what  youv 
eicelleney  has  decided  on  this  point, 

"Frochot." 

The  minister  replied : 

"Second  Division,  Na  2,233,  Second  Series. 

"Paris,  17th  June,  1840. 

"  I  have  received  your  letter,  addressed  tome  on  the  SUth  May  last, 
relative  to  tlie  indemnity  claimed  by  M.  Morel,  purchaser  of  the  matfiriala 
of  the  Temple  tower. 

"It  la  true  that  I  gave  orders  that  no  person  should  be  admitted  to 
the  tOKer,  which  had  heen  formerly  used  as  a  place  of  confinement  for 
persons  under  arrest.  The  object  of  this  measure  was  to  keep  out  the 
concourse  of  persons  who  repaired  thither  io  see  the  opartments,  and  who 
indulged  themselves  in  making  remarks  very  mnch  out  of  place  in  many 
cases.  These  persons  were  admitted  by  tickets,  which  M.  Horcl  bad  bad 
printed,  and  which  be  sold  tc  all  who  chose  to  buy.  In  this  respect,  there- 
fore, the  order  I  gave  may  very  possibly  have  been  pryndieiai  to  him,  as  it 
deprived  him  of  the  prollt  be  made  by  the  sale  of  the  lockets.  However,  ns 
the  terms  on  which  the  Temple  tower  was  sold  to  him  did  not  give  him  any 
right  to  ediibit  it  as  an  object  of  curioaty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  bid  him 
under  the  obligation  of  pulling  it  down,  the  measmre  which  I  directed  to 
be  taken  could  only  hai-e  facilitated  the  fulfilment  of  his  agreement,  by 
keeping  off  curious  personB  who  might  have  obstructed  fho  labourers  in  their 
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Buffering    all  evplained  how  the  sorrows  of  that  princeiy  race 
hid  reached  then  height 

Ihty  recapitulated  the  insults,  the  violences,  the  out- 
rages, the  tottuies  they  eiohed  the  wretches  who  succeeded 
eich  other  day  hy  diy  spring,  singing,  swearing;  the  in£[ui- 
Bitorij  nho  aeaiched  the  rooms  the  furniture,  the  pockets ;  who 
Bciutinized  woids  and  questioned  consciences ! 

Ihey  recalled  to  mind  the  bitter  tears,  the  inouniful 
amilea  the  uuddeu.  flashes  of  indignation!  Louis  XVI,,  dig- 
iiifjmg  the  humihatisu  of  his  royal  greatness  by  the  gi-eat 
iiPBS  of  his  Chnstian  sp  1 1  Ma  e  Ante  ette  smg  u  all 
her  nmesty  superior  to  asu  t  Ij  the  ele  at  on  oi  her  soul 
the  digiiitv  of  her  cl  a  ac  e  a  d  1  er  oble  bear  ng  Tl  ose 
tiio  ehildien — their  ho[e  and  t  e  r  pr  de— who  tl  e  o  da 
of  Eunpides  enteied  tie  career  of  1  ie  teas  Tl  t 
siotei  who  eveiy  hout  by  day  and  ly  git  was  so  toucl  mg 
a  model  oi  boundless  afie  t  on  a  d  de  oted  eas 

Thej  pomtedoutthefo  ta  to  wl  ch  the  co -pse  of  Madame 
dc  Lamballe  wis  diigged  the  window  where  the  populace  had 
(li  plajed  the  hleedmg  head  of  that  unhappy  young  woman, 
guilty  of  being  loved  by  the  queen!  They  showed  the  turret 
that  had  witnessed  the  last  prayer — the  room  where  the  painful 
parting  had  taken  place — the  bed  which  had  served  for  the 
last  sleep  I 

They  said,  it  was  here  that  death  terminated  the  career  of 
that  amiable,  beautiful  child,  the  hope  of  France;  who  was 

worfe,  and  therefore  on  no  pretence  whatever  could  it  give  M,  Morel  any 
clnim  fur  an  indemni^. 

"liiavetbehonour  tobe,  &c., 

"FOTTCHE, 

"  Senator,  minisler  of  general  poiiee. 
"ToM.  1b  Counseilier  d'Efaf,  prefect  of  the  department  of  the  Sfiine." 
The  reader  will  huve  observed  that  the  wording  of  this  letter,  not- 
s  thun  it  WHfl  intended  to 
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Bepair  of  the  Temple.        -— — — 

the  sport  of  Simon  the  cobliler,  ami  had  become  old  in  Buffering 
at  tflii  years  of  age. 

Those  walls,  whence  life  had  flown,  were  a  source  of  inatmo- 
tion  to  the  world.  As  a  surgeon,  armed  with  his  scalpel, 
demands  from  death  all  the  indications  it  can  furnish,  so  the 
visitor  interrogated  this  lifeless  mass  of  stone,  counting  every 
nerve,  every  fibre ;  he  inquired  how  that  nobEe  heart  had  beaten 
— how  that  generous  blood  had  circulated. 

Princes  and  nations !  there  was  no  Bossuet,  the  child  of 
thunder,  to  raise  his  powerful  voice  for  your  instruction,  but 
the  stones  themselves  cried  out ! 

That  tower  said  to  all  the  world :  "  See  if  there  be  any 
grief  that  can  compare  with  mine  I  " 

And  those  who  visited  it  said  to  the  nations:  "Go— go, 
and  see  it  yourselves  ;  look  on  it  in  the  face  of  day — or  mther, 
in  all  its  disgrace  ! 

Men  thought  they  sanctified  their  own  natures  by  entering 
that  sanctuary,  by  touching  those  sacred  walls,  by  carrying 
away  with  them  fragments  of  those  stones,  all  of  which  seemed 
to  bear  the  impress  of  a  tear,  of  a  virtue,  of  a  sacrifice  ! 

The  work  of  demolition  was  not  completed  until  the  year 
1811.  At  that  period  the  Palais  du  Temple  was  repaired  and 
altered  for  the  reception  of  the  minister  of  religions.*     The 

•   "  Bxliact  from  Hie  minntes  of  the  Seci'elarj  of  State's  Office. 
' '  Impei'iiil  Palace  of  Saint-Cloud,  3rd  August,  18 1 1. 
"Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French,  King  of  Italy,  Protector  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  Medialor  of  the  Swiss  Couledeiatioii,  &o.,  &c. 
' '  We  have  decreed,  and  decree  as  followa ; — 

"  Akticlb  L 
' '  The  Palais  dn  Temple,  at  Paris,  shall  bo  repaired,  put  in  order,  and 
furnished,  to  serve  as  a.  rcsidenco  for  lie  minister  of  religions,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  his  different  ofGcea, 

"Article  II. 
"A  garden,  attached  to  the  residence  of  the  minister  of  religions,  shall 
be  laid  out  upon  the  site  of  the  tower. 
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Emperor  deemed  that  he  could  give  such  a  place  to  no  estab- 
lishment more  fitting  than  an  administration  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  religion.  But  the  face  of  affairs  was  changed  by 
suhsequeiit  events.  The  Chateau  du  Temple  was  transformed 
into  a  convent,  for  the  occupation  of  a  religious  body,  founded  by 

"AltTICLE   IIL 
' '  The  repairs  and  arrangement  of  the  Inilding,  and  the  laying  out  of 
the  garden  shall  be  charged  upon  the  minister  of  the  interior,  and  must  he 
completeci  Ihis  year,  ao  that  the  place  may  be  ready  for  occupation  by  the 
minister  of  religions  before  the  1st  January,  1812.. 

"Thee-tpense  of  fumiahmg  shall  bo  borne  by  the  minifiter  of  religions. 

"Abticlg  IV. 

''An  estimate  of  ibe  repairs  of  tha  palace,  and  laying  out  of  the  garden, 

ihull  be  irilmediately  made  by  the  minister  of  the  interior. 

"Abiicle  V. 

"  The  eseoution  of  the  present  decree  shall  bs  intrusted  to  the  ministers 

of  the  interior  and  of  religions. 

"Napolkoh, 
"  By  the  Emperor,  Count  Daku,  Minister,  Secretary  of  State. 
''Done  in  duplicate. 

"  MONTALIVET, 

"  Minister  of  the  Interior,  conntof  the  Empire. 
"  Biaot  copy. 

"  Vejweub, 
"  Chief  of  the  Senior  Seci-etary's  Office." 

"Iferainister  of  the  Interior  to  the  prefect  of  the  Seine. 

'•  Paris,  1th  December,  1811, 
"M.  la  Comte, 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  imperial  decree,  dated 
8rd  Anguat  last,  directing  that  the  Temple  palace  be  given  op  aa  a  resi- 
dence for  hia  excellency  the  minister  of  reli^ong,  as  ireU  as  for  the  estab- 
lisliment  of  his  difterent  offices. 

"  You  will  see  by  the  2nd  Article  of  this  decree,  M.  le  Comte,  that  the 
garden  and  dependencies  of  iJie  ministry  of  religions  are  to  be  laid  out 
upon  the  site  formerly  occupied  by  the  Temple  tower,  and  that,  oonsi- 
quently,  the  sale  of  that  ground,  advertised  for  the  0th  instant,  cannot 
tate  pUoe. 

"  I  beg  you  will  tate  meosurea  immediately,  therefore,  to  prevent  fhu 
sale,  whieli,  according  to  the  terms  of  his  Majesty's  decree,  never  ought  U) 
have  been  advertised. 

"  MONXAUVBT." 
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Louis  XV.III.,  in  the  year  1815,  mth  Louise- Ad elaade  de 
CoiidS,  who  had  formerly  been  Abbess  of  Remiremont,  at  its 
head.  A  weeping  willow,  shrubs,  and  flowers  were  planted 
over  the  site  of  the  prison  of  Louis  XVI,  and  his  family ;  and 
the  bouudary  was  kept  by  a  wooden  fence  up  to  tbe  year 
1848.*  Flowers  and  prayers ;  such  was  the  end  of  the  Temple 
tower :  but  it  is  precisely  flowers  and  prayers  that  are  laid 
on  altars. 

All  who  were  oonfiaed  in  tltat  tower  are  now  dead. 

The  tower  itself  has  disappeared. 

The  Princess — who  had  survived  her  father,  her  mother, 
aunt,  and  brother — was  destined  to  shed  many  tears,  to  breathe 
many  prayers,  ere  she  could  rejoin  them  in  heaven.  She 
beheld  another  brother  fall  beneath  the  assassin's  knife ;  she 
saw  an  old  man,  her  husband's  father,  deprived  of  his  crown ; 
and  a  child,  her  son,  dethroned  by  a  victorious  mob.  Thrice 
an  exile  from  France — thrice  did  she  look  on  the  downfall  o£ 
the  throne. 

While  yet  a  child,  in  prison,  Marie-Ther^so  prayed,  and 
wept,  and  hoped.  After  so  majiy  changes,  so  many  misfor- 
tunes, her  fate  and  her  mission  remained  the  same ;  up  to  the 
last  day  of  her  life,  she  prayed,  and  wept,  and  hoped.  Left 
standing  alone,  amid  so  many  ruins,  a  ruin  herself,  she  pre- 
served, as  every  pure  soul  does,  faith  in  the  justice  of  God, 
and  patiently  awaited  the  certain  reparation  of  posterity. 

And  yet,  after  having  shared  all  the  disasters  of  her  coimtty, 
she  had,  in  her  latter  days,  to  witness  a  spectacle  still  more 
honuble.  She  has  heard  the  murderers  of  her  father  eulogised, 
and  the  very  existence  of  society  called  in  question.  She  has 
seen  poets  and  historians  veering  from  their  pity  for  the  victims 
to  the  praise  of  the  assassins.  She  has  seen  public  homago 
paid  to  the  man  who  had  exhausted  the  terrors  of  the  guillotine, 

•  A  street,  opened  at  tliat  period,  divi^a  the  Temple  garden,  and  runs 
just  over  the  site  of  the  tower. 
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who  had  filled  the  executioner's  basket  with  human  heads,  aad 
who,  with  hands  steeped  in  Hood,  offered  to  God  a  bunch  of 
beauteous  flowers. 

Indignant  history  will  accept  neither  that  ironical  nosegay 
nor  that  shameful  rehabilitation ;  she  will  throw  them  to  earth, 
and  trample  them  under  foot.  The  date,  1793,  will  be  an 
eternal  incubus  upon  the  heart  of  France.  Never  will  a  remi- 
niscence of  blood  be  transfoi'med  iuto  a  sacred  remembrance. 
May  that  saint — whom  Heaven  hath  taken,*  and  whom  his- 
tory hath  found  on  her  death-bed  with  a  prayer  for  France 
on  her  lip :  the  aaine  as  when,  at  the  Temple,  the  guards  of  that 
dark  abode  discovered  about  her  person  a  pious  petition  for  her 
country — deign  to  pardon  my  humble  narration  of  the  few 
details  that  I  bave  been  enabled  to  collect,  of  the  sorrows 
of  her  family  and  herself.  The  Temple  tower  is  gone !  I, 
an  unworthy  architect,  have  sought  to  reconstruct  those  walls, 
hallowed  by  the  greatest  and  most  sacred  misfortunes  ever 
recorded  in  one  history. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  recall  some  mournful  hours,  the 
memory  of  which  lay  buried  beneath  the  ruins ;  some  few 
reminiscences  not  yet  cjnite  effaced  by  the  rust  of  time.  We 
may  be  sparing  of  praise  and  flattery  to  the  cong^uerors ;  but 
we  owe  to  the  conquered  justice  and  truth. 

I  cannot  tell  what  fate  may  be  reserved  by  Heaven  for  my 
beloved  country.  I  hope  God  will  protect  it  for  ever,  and  keep 
that  sacred  fire  of  noble  souls — the  love  of  their  country  t — alive 
in  the  hearts  of  our  children  ;  hut  even  should  the  last  relics 
of  our  ancient  monarchy  be  destroyed,  and  ages  heaped  on  ages 
pass  away,  the  heroic  reminiscences  connected  with  the  Temple 
tower  will  still  remain. 

Has  ancient  tragedy  ought  in  her  pages  to  compare  with 
Ihia  drama  of  our  annals  '>     What  is  Agamemnon,  vulgarly 
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slain,   ill    comparison  with   thi3   King  of  Franc      sol  n    ly 
stretcbedbeneath  the  blade  of  the  Convention?    CanA  fj  n 
flung  from  the  walls  of  Troy,  be  compared  with  th  f    he 

great  Kings  of  France,  eloivly  brutified  hy  a  me  ! 

What  is  Priam's  widow — tearing  out  her  eyes — by  the  side  of 
the  widow  of  Louis  XVI.,  mending  her  white  robe  to  ascend 
the  scaffold  ? 

The  cry  of  griijf  uttered  in  that  tower  in  1793  will  be  heard 
throughout  all  ages ;  and,  needing  no  Homer,  these  great  victims 
of  modern  atheism  (as  was  Qildipus  of  ancient  destiny) — this 
king,  and  queen,  and  child,  who  disappeared  in  the  tempest  that 
levelled  our  altars — will  live  in  the  minds  of  men,  eternally 
mourned  as  saintly  martyrs  whom  no  poet  can  eulogise,  because 
they  were  their  own  sublime  panegyriata  in  the  testameats  of 
their  piety,  love,  and  foTgivenoss  1 
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1. 

On  Tuesday,  IBtli  Janunry,  1793,  in  the  district  of  ViUingen, 
ill  Suabia,  and  in  t!ie  church  of  the  reverend  Fathers  Recollects, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  presence  of  their  Serene 
Highneasea  Monaeigneur  le  Prince  do  Condfi,  Monseigneur  le  Duo 
de  Bourbon,  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'Enghien,  together  with  part  of 
the  French  nobles,  assembled  under  the  eommand  of  Monseigneur 
le  Prince  de  Cond^,  a  funeral  service  was  performed  for  the  repose 
of  the  Boul  of  our  most  honoured  sovereign  lord,  Louis  XVI.,  King 
of  Prance  and  Navarre ;  and  nt  the  close  of  the  above  service 
Monseigneui  le  Pi  nice  du  Conde  said  : 

'  Gentlemen,  it  11  m  bitter  sorrow  of  heart  that  we  have  just 
performed  the  hat  duty  impo=ei3  on  us  by  the  deep  respect  and 
boundless  affection  we  bore  our  unfortunate  lord,  Louis  XVI. 
Though  our  constant  and  invariable  fidelity  had  not  power  to  save 
him  from  the  hoirors  of  his  fate,  at  least  it  hiw  followed  him  to 
the  grave,  where  the  most  unhappy  of  kings  has  just  been  laid  by 
the  commission  of  a  crime,  the  most  atrocious  that  could  possibly 
have  occurred.  The  fountain  of  our  tears  ean  never  be  dried  up, 
though  our  grief  last  long,  for  the  greatest  roiaery  that  can  bo 
borne  by  every  good  and  feeling  heart,  is  to  be  forced  to  mourn  at 
once  the  loss  of  a  king,  and  the  crimes  of  a  counti'y ! 

"  But,  gentlemen,  you  know  it  is  a  standing  prineii)Ie  that  the 
King  of  France  never  dies.  May  Heaven  preserve  from  all  im- 
pendmg  danger  that  precious,  charming  child,  who,  born  to  for- 
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tune,  knows  nought  of  life  as  yet  but  tlie  misfortune  of  having  beea 
bora  !  But  whatever  may  be  the  fate  that  awaits  him,  it  caimot 
be  displeasiog  to  Heayen  that  we  yield  to  the  first  impulse  of  our 
ancient  lojalty>  and  pour  forth  ardent  prayers  for  our  legitiroata 
sovereign,  aa  is  the  custom  in  France,  at  the  foot  of  the  altars  of 
our  God.  The  King  is  dead!  gentlemen,  —  tlie  King  is  dead. 
Long  live  the  King  !  " 

The  cry  was  repeated  by  all  the  nobles  there  ;  and  these  words 
of  Monseigneur  le  Prince  dc  Condi,  together  with  the  cry  of  "  Long 
live  the  King,"  repeated  by  everybody  present,  being  the  first  public 
act  to  place  the  crown  on  the  head  of  Louis  XVII.,  and  the  only 
iliiag  that  can  be  done  at  this  time  by  the  only  assembly  in  es- 
isteiice  of  free  Frenchmen  attached  to  royalty  and  the  reigning 
family,  the  present  report  of  the  whole  pi-oceedings  has  been  drawn 
lip,  to  serve  as  a  testimony  jn  happier  times ;  and  the  said  report, 
signed  as  follows,  will  be  indorsed  in  a  paper,  sealed  with  the  seals 
of  the  subscribers,  and  laid  up  in  a  public  store,  in  the  said  town 
of  Villingen.  Done  at  head-quarters,  on  the  day  and  in  the  year 
above-mentioned , 

(Signed) 
CnAKLES-LeoN  db  Boctuii-libr,  Field  Marshal,  and  Major- 

General  in  the  army  of  his  Serene  Highness, 
Louis,  Baron  De  Ftimbl,  Marshal,  and  General  Marshal  of 

the  household  cavalry  of  his  Serene  Highness. 
Edme  lb  Basolb,  Mahqitis  B'ARciBNTEnit,  Field  Marshal, 
the  oldest  General  OfScer  employed  in  tho  army  of  his 
Kojal  liigbness. 
Louis-Antoine-Henby  de  BonitBOU. 
Louis -Henry- Joseph  db  Bourbon. 
Louis- Joseph  he  Bourbon,  in  my  own  name,  as  well  as  in 
that  of  the  nobility  assembled  under  my  command,  who 
are  marked  by  name  in  the  army-list,  and  who  are  held 
to  ratify  the  same, 

(National  Archives,  Iron  Chest,) 
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ir. 

Goods  delivered  to  Madame  Marie-AntoineUe. 
Ey  Swnte  JFoy,  commonly  called  Breton,  seamstress. 
1793.  fv.     s. 

Jan.  37th.  Making  a  deep-mourning  silk  jaoltet  ....    34    0 

„        Ribbona  for  the  above 6    0 

„         Bones  aad  buttons  for  the  above 4  10 

30th.      A  dress  of  the  same  material,  deep  n 
„        Ribbons 

„        S  pettieoats,  of  block  Italian  taffeta 

„        Ribbons  for  tlie  same 

March  SB.  Altering  a  jacket  and  the  petticoat 


„         Bonea  and  buttons 4  10 

,,         I  ell  of  the  same  gross  silk,  for  the  sleeves  .     .  !)     0 

April  3rd.   Making  agross  silk  jacket,  deep  mourning  .     .  24     0 

Ribbons CO 

,,        Bones  and  buttons  for  the  above 4    0 

„        A  petticoat  of  bla^k  Italian  taffeta     ....  00 

aSrd,     A  jacket  of  gross  silk,  deep  aiourniug    ...  15    0 

„        2  J  elis  gross  silk,  for  the  above  jacket,  at  9fr.  .  20    a 
„        Another  yard  and  1  piece  of  satia,  for  the  body 

and  lining  of  the  sleeves,  at  6fr.  10a.    ...  915 

„         Bonea  and  buttona 4  10 

Accepted  for  149  livres,  10  sols.  Total    aori  i  o 

C.  {Cam.) 

Silken  stuffs  furnished  to  Marie-Aiiioinetle. 
By  Le  Normand,  Mercer,  Paris. 
Delivered  to  Mdlle.  Bertin :  <,.     s 

March.    0  ells  wide  black  gross  silk,  at  Ufr.  ....      54    0 

2  black  veils,  at  3fr. 0    0 

Delivered  to  Madame  Ohaumet : 

28th.     31  ells  dble.  width  black  Florence,  at  efr.  lOs.     VHi  10 
Delivered  to  Madame  Breton  : 
„        11  ells  wide  black  gi-osssilk,  at  iWr.    .     .     .    110    0 

„        6i  ells  best  black  taffeta,  at  lafr 06    0 

2J  ells  black  Florence,  at  efr.  lOs _i^    ^ 

Total    388~10 
11.  U 
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Funmlted  to  Mad  n  t  Til     tb  tl 

By  Sainte  Foy,  callei  Breton  beam  tea 

17  OS.  fr.     s. 

Jan.  3Tth.  A  black  satin  wrapje     wadded  thro  i^hout      .  30     0 

„        Waddiog  for  the  above                                     .  &    0 

„        Buckratii  for  tte  neckband  ...,..,  2  10 

„        Ribbona  and  buttons  for  the  above     ....  60 

Whalebone e  10 

„        A  silk  jacket,  deep  mouming 24    0 

„         EibboQS  and  buttons  for  tlio  above      ....  f!     0 

Whalebone    ............  6  10 

2Bth.      Wadding  taken  out  of  the  black  satin  dress      .  15     0 
„        Making  3  petticoats  of  bWk  Italian  taffeta     .33    0 

„        Eibbona  for  the  above 3    0 

April  4ii,  Kepairing  a  jacket,  and  patting  new  sleeves     .  Ifi    0 

„        1  ell  of  gross  silk  for  the  sleeves 9    0 

„        An  extra  ell  of  Florence,  for  lining    ....  6  10 

„        Eibbons  for  the  petticoat  and  jacket  ....  00 

„         Whalebone    ......'..,...  (i  10 

13th.     A  black  Florence  wrapper 30    0 

„        Buckram  for  the  neckband 3  10 

„        Eibboaa    ......     CO 

„        Whalebone 0  10 

„        Buttons 14 

A  for  140  livres,  10  sols.                          Total  S04  U 


Barhier  and  T^lard,  sHft  mercers,  and  dealers  in  all  saris  of 
yold  and  silvei'  sOk  stttffs,  Barbe-d'Or,  Biue  des  Bourdonnois, 

Furnished  to  the  daughter  of  Antoinette. 
1793,  fr.     s. 

Mai'chae.  IJellofblackalk,  atllfr. 18  10 

IJ  ell  of  black  satin,  at  6fr.  lOs 0  15 

ApriUth.  1  ell  of  black  mik    , 11     0 

Jellofblacksatin,  atefr.  lOa 3    5 

13tb.     2  ells  black  satin,  at  6fr.  10s 13    0 

Total    68  10 
We  certify  this  bill,  amounting  to  53  livres,  10  sols,  to  be  cor- 
rect, and  agremng  entirely  with  the  account  in  our  ledger. 

Paris,  4tii  April,  1TB3,  Bakbjeb  anb  Co. 
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Barbier  and  T6tard,  ailk  mercers,  and  dealers  in  all  sorts  of 
gold  and  silver  Hlk  atu^,  Barhe-d'Or,  Ewe  dei  BtmrdonnoiSi 

Pumislied  to  Elizabeth  Copet. 
1193.  fr.      8. 

April  4th.  23  eila  of  blaefc  satin,  at  6fr.  lOs.      ....    143    0 
„        lOdlsofbkcksilk.atllfr.    ......    110    0 

„        6J  ella  of  black  taffeta,  at  llfr 71  10 

Total    S34  10 
We  certify  this  bill,  amounfing  to  334  livres,  10  sols,  to  bo 
correct,  aiid  entirely  agreeing  with  the  accouot  in  our  ledger. 
Baruier  and  Co, 
Paris,  4th  April,  179S. 

(National  Aa-ciiiveB,  CaaoE.,  No.  6,201.) 


Seport  of  the  Administration  of  Police  to  the  Counal  Geneial  of 
the  Commune,  sitting  of  the  'iSlth  April,  17  J3 

"  The  administration  have  not  only  affixed  tlieii  ^eih  in  the 
dwellings  of  iJie  accused  members  of  the  Council,  but  have  also 
issued  orders  for  the  presence  of  citizeness  S^rent,  ex  tirenoman  to 
Eliaabeth  ;  Jean  Lebran,  her  servant  ;Jean-Baptiste  Diane  tailoi, 
and  Olaude  Bosquet,  also  a  tailor.  The  result  of  theii  examination 
has  been  that  citizeness  Sfirent,  who  stiii  pretends  to  exeicise  the 
duties  oftirewoman  to  Elizabeth,  was  in  the  habit  of  lendiug  such 
articles  as  wore  demanded  by  the  Temple  Council ;  that  she  usuolly 
sent  tho  said  articles  by  her  servant,  who  gave  them  to  the  Templa 
Counci3,  and  sometimes  to  Elizabeth  herself ;  that  she  never  sent 
any  message  to  the  Temple  except  once,  a  fortnight  since,  to  know 
if  Elizabeth  would  like  to  have  a  white.jacket.  The  servant  of  the 
said  S6rent  declaimed  that  he  had  never  carried  anything  to  On 
Temple,  eieepting  articles  for  the  clothing  of  the  prisoners,  and 
bills  of  the  same,  which  he  gave  in  to  Cayeux,  whose  business  it 
was  to  settle  them  :  but  that  he  went  up  to  the  tower  ouce  with  the 
consent  of  the  commissaries  on  duty.  In  conse<iuenoe  of  a  com- 
munication made  to  UH  respecting  ahatfoundiuaboi  in  Elizabeth's 
room,  tho  administration  sent  for  the  executioner,  and  Diilong,  a 
hatter.    The  first  declared  to  us  that  Louis,  on  arriving  at  the 
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place  wliero  he  waa  to  suffev,  took  off  his  coat  and  hat ;  thsit  ha 
waa  buried  in  his  other  clothes  ;  and  that  the  coat  and  liat,  were 
torn  to  pieces  and  divided  among  the  apectatoi'a,  immediately  after 
^e  execution.  Dulong  the  hatter  had  not  soli  any  hat  to  Louis 
Capat- 

When  the  reading  of  this  report  was  over,  the  Coimoil  began  to 
discuss  the  fate  destined  for  the  bis  accused  members  i  the  dsacuhsion 
was  however  adjourned.  Only  it  was  decreed,  on  the  requisition  of 
the  prooureur  of  the  Commune  (HfibertJ,  that,  as  it  was  evident 
that  Madame  Sfirent  still  acknowledged  royalty,  by  her  preserving 
the  title  of  tu'ewoman,  which  should  have  disappeared  with  that 
form  of  governraeut,  she  should,  be  denounced  to  the  public  accuser 
of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  solicitor  of 
the  Commune.    Tlie  pulice  were  directed  to  effect  her  arrest. 

IV. 

Bill  of  the  viorlc  don^  and  artieles  provided  hy  citizen  Wolff, 
shoemaker,  to  Marie-Antoinette,  her  children,  and  Iter  sister 
Eliaabetli,  1793. 

April  lath.—  2  pwrs  kid   shoes  for  the  son  of  Marie- 

Actoiuette 10 

April  30th. — 3  pairs  of  black  shoes,  foi'  the  daughter 

of  Marie- Antoinette SG 

And  3  pwrs  black  shoes  for  Madame  Elizabeth   ....  3G 

June  2nd.— a  pairs  kid  shoea  for  tlie  son  of  Marie- Antoinette  1 9 

Total  104 


Sill  of  tlie  work  done  and  articles  provided  for  Marie-Antoinette 
and  the  children  at  the  Temple  by  Wolff,  shoemaker,  1T93. 

fr 

July  8th. — 3  pairs  shoes,  of  smooth  black  St.  Cire  leather 
for  Madame  Elizabeth 30 

Also  3  pairs  shoes  of  smooth  black  St.  Cire  leather,  for 
Mademoiselle,  th?  daughter  of  Marie.  Antoinette  ...      36 

July  l&th. — 3  pairs  shoes  smooth  block  St.  Cire  leather, 
foe  Marie-Antoinette ^*^ 

Travelling  expenses  to  Paris V^ 

Total    i-M 
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BUI  of  articles  made  for  the  Capet  family  by  Bosquet,  tailor, 
Paris,  and  by  order  of  the  members  of.  the  Qoutunl  of  the 
Commune  on  duty  at  fite  Temple. 

EOR  Capet's  widow. 

May,  1703. — For  mending  and  re-making  3  wrappers  24  0 

For  (cesk  lining  tbrougliOTit  to  tiie  bodies    ....  120 
J?or  repairing  2   petticoats  and  patting  new  bauds 

to  them , i  0 

FOR  HER  DATIGHTER. 

May  lath. — 9  ella  dimity  for  3  wrappers    ....  163  0 

Calico  lining 20  0 

Making  up 30  0 

8  ella  dimity  for  3  petticoats 144  0 

Making  up 8  0 

Ribbons 4  0 

FOa  MADAME  EtlZABEia. 

23  ells  dimity  for  3  wrappers  and  petticoats    .    ,    .  Hi  0 

Lining  and  body SO  0 

Making  up  the  wKole 38  0 

Eibbons 4.  0 

POR  THE  SOtf  OF  I.OniS  CAPET. 

2|  ells  superfine  Wack  cloth,  for  3  coats,  and  3  pairs 

knee-breeches     ............  143  0 

1 )  ells  black  striped  pekin  for  3  waistcoats ....  32  10 

i  twilled  silk,  io  line  the  coat  and  waistcoat.      .    .  60  0 

Lining  for  the  breeches 14  0 

Pockets Q  0 

Silk  buttons 24  0 

3  ells  twill-silk,  for  repairing  tio^  linings  ef  3  coats 

throughout 16  0 

Eepniring 8  0 

May  3fitli.-— 6  ells  striped  white  dimity  for  2  dressing 

gowns       108  0 

Back,  sleeves,  pockets 14  0 

Making  up   .     . 30  0 

Total  1319  10 
(National  Archives,  CascE.  No.  0.306.) 
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Bill  of  Medicines  famished  dumig  the  month  of  May,  accord- 
ing to  the  prescriptions  of  citixm  Doctor  Thim-y,  by  citizm 
Sohert,  apothecary,  authorised  by  the  Commune,  for  Marie 
Antomette,  her  chSdreit,  and  sister,  at  the  Temple. 

UtMay,  1793. 

FOa   UAaiE-AN.TOINBTTB. 

h:      a. 

May  1st,  1723, — Amedieatailliroth  made  an  bain  marie 

of  veal,  chicken,  and  various  herbs 5  0 

From  2nd  to  10th. — The  same  brotii  repeated  every  day  45  0 

A  hox  of  pectoral  gmii 3  0 

nth  to  20th.— The  above  broth  repeated  every  day  ,    .  60  0 


FOB  THE  SON  OP  MAHIE-AHTOINETTE. 

May  lath. — Twelve  oz.  of  Narbonne  honoy      ....  3    12 

13tli.— 2  bolfles  of  clarified  whey 3      0 

14th.            „               „                      SO 

15th  16th    „               „                      4      0 

17th. — A  mixture ,  composed  of  the  finest  ra  anna 

pods,  coriander,  and  Glauber  saults         .  3      0 

„       The  same  precautionary  medicine-     ...  30 

„        One  bottle  of  whey 1       0 

,,       4  oz.  of  juniper  leaves 1      4 

ISUi.— Onobottleofwhey 10 

„        One  lb.  of  Narbonne  honey 4     16 

IQth  to  28th.— Each  day  1  bottle  of  whey 10      0 

29th.>— Tlio  medicine  prescribed   on  the  17th  repeated  3       0 

„        The  same  precautionary  medicine    .....  SO 

SOth.—The  whey  repeated 3       0 

3Ist. — A  paperof  jumper  leaves 1       4 

„         A  box  of  perfumes 2       0 

rOB  MARIE-THERESE-OnARLOTTE,  DAUGHTEa. 

May  1  Et.— A  medicated  broth  made  au  haitt  marie  with 

the  pieces  of  herbs,  Glauber  salts,  &e 4      0 

2nd  to  lith. — Each  day  the  above  broth  repeated    .    .  iO      0 

Carried  forward  193    IG 
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ft.  s, 

Biwight  forirard   193  Ifi 

ISth  to  2lBt. — Baeb  day,  t!io  same  brotli  repeated  ,    .      40  0 

sand  to  35th.— The  broth  repeated    .......      10  0 

„    Also  19  oz.  rose-water 3  0 

26tkto3l3t. — Each  day  the  broth  repeated     .    .    .    ,      24  0 

FOR  ELIZABETH,  SISTER  TO  MABIE-ANTOINETIE. 

MayHSth, — 41argerol!3of  plaister 38  0 

204  Ifi 


Bill  of  the  Medicines  fumuked  by  citizen  Hobert,  apotheeary, 
through  the  month  of  June,  for  t]ie  itse  of  Marie- Antoinette, 
her  chilcken,  and  her  sister,  according  to  the  prescriptions 
of  eitisen  Doctor  Tlmry,  and  under  tlie  authority  of  the 
Commune. 

For  tlie  Soa  of  Marie- Antoinette.  fr-     «. 

1st  June,  1793. — One  bottle  of  clarified  whey    ....         10 
Slid  to  5th. — The  whey  repeated         ....,,  40 

Also  a  thermometer  for  regfdating  tiie  baths  ...        40 
6th  to  12th. — Each  day  a  bottle  of  whey      .....         r       0 
13th, — ^A  medicafed  broth,  made,  au  bain  marie,  of  the 
hind-legs  and  loins  of  fi'ogs,  with  lie  juice  of  certain 

herbs,  and  foliated  mineral  earth 5      0 

litb  to -aoth.— Each  day  the  broth  repeated     ....      35      0 
21st  to  30th. — Each  day  the  broth  repeated     ....      so      0 

For  Marie-Thereae-Chariotte,  daughta-  of  Marie-Antoinette, 
lat.— A  medieafed  broth  made,  au  hain  marie,  with 

juices  of  herbs  and  Glauber  salts      .    . 
2nd  to  8th.— Each  day  the  broth  repeated    . 

Also  12  oz.  Toae-water 

0th  to  13ih.— Each  day  the  brotii  repeated  . 
Ulii  to  SOth.— Each  day  the  broth  repeated 
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BiUfor  Medicirtes  fu/ntiahed  dwring  the  month  of  Juli/,  to  Mari^ 
AiOoinette,  her  children,  and  her  sister,  at  the  Temple,  hi 
eititsett  Robert,  apothecary ,  from  ike  preseriptions  of  cUhei 
Doctor  Thiery,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Commune. 
For  Marie- Antoinette,  her  Daughter,  and  Eiizateth- 

2nd  year  of  the  EepuHie.  fr.      : 
latii   July,   1793.— One  pint  of   orange  flower  water, 

douhie  distilled,  aa  bain  marie  ........  19       i 

„    3  phiala  of  volatile  salt  of  camphoi'otteiJ  vinegar  .    .  18      i 

,,    1  paper  of  junipers 0     1: 

For  the  Son  of  Marie-Antoinette. 
1st, — A  medicated  broth  made,  ati  bain  marie,  with  veal, 
the  hind  !ega  and  loina  of  frogs,  juices  of  herbs,  and 

foliated  mineral  earth 5      ' 

2nd. — The  broth  I'epoated 6 

„    12  oa.  of  Narbomio  honey 4    1 

8rd  to  12th- — Each  day  the  above  broth  repeated     .    .  50      i 

13th  to  aSnd.— Each  day  the  broth  repeated    ....  60      i 

28rd  to  26th.— The  brotli  the  same lo      ■ 

26th. — A    clyster  made  of  Corsican  coraline,  lemon- 

juieo,  and  olive  oil ,  1     li 

Also  a  syringe,  with  an  ivory  pipe IJ. 

2rth.— A  clyster II 

20th,         ditto 11 

Also  4,  oz.  of  verimifiige  synip 1 

29th  to31at. — Each  day  the  clyster  repeated    ....       4    li 

Also  4  OB.  of  Termif uge  s jrup  ,.,.....  1 

For  Citizen  Tiaon. 

4th. — A  soothing  mixture 2      > 

6th. — The  same  mixture 2       i 

Also  2  pints  of  whey  with  violet  syrup      .     ,     .     .  4      ( 

1  bottle  of  orgeat      ......,.,.,  2     Ii 

6th.— 2  pints  of  whey  repeated i      i 

The  double  potion  repeated 4      i 

Tth, — One  pint  of  ivhey 2      ( 

The  double  potiott  repeated      ...,...,  4      ( 

8th  and  9th.^Each  day  the  whey i      < 

Also  2  potiona 4      i 

Total  219      i 
(National  Archives,  Case  E,  No.  6,207.) 
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CoMMrssios  OP  AuMrNiaTiiATiTE  Police  of  Paris. 
Liberty — B  quality. 

Paris,  14Ui  Ftim^io,  4tli  year  of  lie  Fi-ench  Itepublio,  one  mi  iaiivisiblo 
(fllli  December,  1796). 

The  commission,  in  pursuance  of  the  authorization  of  tliO 
minister  for  the  interior,  bearing  date  the  JSth  Frimaire,  tiiia 
present  month,  in  consequence  of  a,  letter  addressed  to  them  ou 
the  aamo  day,  by  the  two  commissaries  appointed  to  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  Temple. 

The  said  authorization  setting  forth  that  the  commission  c£ 
administrative  police  shall  appoint  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who,  in 
presence  of  the  said  commissaries,  shall  proceed  to  remove  the 
seals  placed  on  a  ehest  of  drawers,  in  the  lower  room  of  the  Temple 
tower,  and  at  once  maie  out  an  iiiventwy  of  the  articles  found 
ia  the  said  chest. 

The  commisKOU  therefore  appoints  citizen  Baron,  justice  of 
the  peace,  of  the  section  of  the  Mail,  to  proceed,  in  presence  of  the 
commissaries,  appointed  to  the  Temple  guard,  to  remove  the  seala 
placed  on  the  ehest  of  drawers  mentioned  above,  and  to  make  otit 
an  inventory  and  description  of  the  ai'ticles  contained  in  the  said 
chest  of  drawers. 

They  aJso  appoint  citizen  Hannocque  GuSrin,  a  member  of  the 
commission,  to  he  present  at  the  removing  of  the  said  seals,  and 
the  making  out  of  the  said  inventory,  who  will  draw  up  a  report  of 
the  same,  which,  together  with  the  said  inventory,  shall  be  sent  to 
the  minister  of  the  interior  : 

(Signed)         HouDEYEH,  Habnocqce  Gceuis,  and  Paste, 
Administrative  Commissaries. 

In  the  4th  year  of  the  republic,  one  and  indivisihle,  on  the 
14th  Frimwre,  at  about  one  o'clock,  p.m.,  in  pursuance  of  the 
special  nomination  and  authorisation  respectively,  and  the  pur- 
pose therein  indicated,  we,  Nicolas  Baron,  justice  of  the  peace  of 
tlieMail  section,  ex- William  Tel),  at  Paris,  accompanied  by  citizen 
Claude- 6 uillaume-Hannocque  Guerin,  administrative  commissary 
of  police  of  Paris,  repaired  to  the  great  entrance  gate  of  the 
Maison  du  Temple,  Rue  du  Temple,  which  having  reached,  wo 
caused   ourselves  to  be  announced  to  the  Temple  commissary 
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t    It  rc  d        t 
and     t!         t  d  h      t    d    ed 


room  of  the  T  mrl    tow  II  d  tl 

persons  who  had  pdtladp  Ijtdt  th 

apartment  of  tt     t  w         H  vi  t  red  tt  1        m      t 

Gomin  and  hi       If    g      L  h  w  d        th      eol    pi    ed 

the  tivo  ends  ot     h     d    f  whit    p  p  th    th       d  f 

a  veneered  rose      dht  llthl  d  witl      t  p 

of  veined  white         bl       t     di  t!       mh  f  f  th 

■windows ;  the  d  !wn,fttdw  twt  hlf 
the  band,  which       mdt  tbell        dpftth 

hearing  as  a  i    tt  C  mm  f  P  1  t  j         f  th    T 

public,"  and,  m  th         t  Th    T     pi        arl  Id 

with  two  palma  or  leafy  wrealis,  crossed  by  a  pike  bcaimg  the  cap 
of  lihertj  ;  the  other  is  a  private  seal,  amallei'  than  tbo  first,  with- 
out any  motto,  appearing  to  bear  the  initials  "  J^.  M.,"  conjoined 
with  two  laurel  branches,  and  Burmounted  hy  the  cap  of  liberty. 

We  then  removed  the  above  seals,  and,  having  opened  the 
drawers  with  the  key  given  ua  by  the  said  citizens  Gomin  and 
Lasne,  we  made  out  the  inventory  and  description  of  the  contentst 
as  follows ; 

A  dress  and  petticoat  of  black  Saint-Cyr  serge. 

Another  petticoat  of  black  taffeta. 

A  mantle  of  black  taffeta,  trimmed  with  crape, 

A  sash  of  black  crape. 

A  piece  of  a  black  tkI,  about  an  ell  in  length. 

A  dresang-gown  of  white  dimity. 

Two  loose  dresses  of  cambric  muslin. 

Two  JEUikets,  with  their  petticoats,  of  cambric  muslin. 

Seven  petticoats  of  whit«  dimity,  with  different  stripes. 

Twenty  women's  chemises,  portly  worn  out,  fifteen  of  which 
are  trimmed  with  the  narrow  lace  called  mignionetla. 

Eight  pairs  of  stays,  two  of  white  taffeta,  and  aii  of  linen,  with 
some  of  Ite  bones  belonging  to  tlrem. 

Tea  quilted  linen  cloths,  with  sis  smaller  pieces  belonging  to 
them,  also  of  linen. 

Fifteen  linen  neclt-kerchiefs,  one  of  them  embroidered. 

Six  other  neck- kerchiefs,  four  of  cambric,  and  two  of  muslin 

A  gauze  cravat,  with  a  trimming  of  narrow  blonde  at  the  ends. 

Fifteen  plain  cambric  neck-kerchieis,  twelve  of  them  trimmed 
with  narrow  laee. 
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Twenty-one  sniall  rubbing- elotli3j  sixteen  of  fustiaii,  and  five  of 
equsHd. 

Thirty-four  larger  rubbing-clotliB,  ma^oof  iincn. 

Six  pair  of  pockets,  made  of  diaiity,  four  striped,  and  two  pbiin. 

Three  p^ra  of  atoclduga,  two  of  black  silk,  and  one  of  cottoa. 

One  pair  of  cbild'e  tbi'ead  stockings. 

One  pair  of  block  eilfc  gloves. 

Three  eheepskin  gloves,  chamois  colour. 

Five  cambric  haadkerohiefs  for  the  head. 

Fifteen  eamferio  pocket-bandkerchiefs. 

A  linen  cap,  trimmed  with  a  headdress  of  black  crape. 

A  black  taffeta  fan,  with  whaleljone  ribs. 

Two  pineushiona  of  white  dimity,  stuffed  witli  iffaa. 

Thirty-nine  Imem  towels. 

A  Jittle  whit«  pasteboM-d  bos,  with  a  blue  border,  containing  a 
cose  made  of  paper  pasted  together,  with  red  edgings,  in  which 
were  ten  steel  pina  of  diflei'cnt  sizes,  with  facet  heads. 

A  pair  oi  petite  bans  Immmes  aleevea,  ti'inuned  with  two  rows  of 
lace. 

A  piece  of  lace,  about  an  ell  in  length. 

Thi'ee  ends  of  narrow  laci^  of  about  three-quarters  of  an  cli 
each. 

A  small  cauibrie  cravat,  trimmed  with  lace. 

Thvee  Uttle  packets  of  old  ravelling. 

Two  pairs  of  linen  under-sSeeres,  to  wear  beneatli  the  sleoi-es  of 

Four  petticoat-trimniings  of  erabroide^d  mnslin. 

A  little  gauze  friJI,  trimmed  with  lace. 

And  having  found  nothing  more  to  describe  and  put  in  the  list, 
the  articles  above-mentioned,  being  all  the  contents  (f  the  said 
drawers,  were  then  replaced,  and  left  in  the  possession  and  keep- 
ing of  the  s^d  citizens,  Cfomin  and  Lasne,  who  acknowledged  the 
recdpt,  and  took  it  upon  themselvea  to  give  them  up  at  any  time, 
and  to  whomsoever  it  may  be  found  that  they  belong,  and  ail  in 
charge  of  the  above  sealed  drawers  are  released  from  then'  trust. 

And,  after  having  remained  there  occupied  uninteiruptcdly  in 
this  esamination,  until  half-past  four  o'clock,  p.m.,  we  made  out  the 
present  exact  report  of  oiu-  proceedings,  accompanied  by  the  said 
ratizen  Quorin,  and  in  presence  of  the  said  citiaena  Gomin  and 
Lasne. 

Having  read  it  over,  the  aaid  cititizena  Gufrin,  Oomin,  and 
Lasne,  oommisaiirics  appointed  to  tlie  guardianship  of  the  Temple, 
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signed  with  vs,  and  we  then  retired  with  the  e&iA  citizen  Gu£rin. 
Signed  at  the  time:  Easnocqub  Gubris,  Gomih,  Lasss,  and 
BABOif,  justice  of  the  peace.  Below  is  written :  Exact  copy : 
Signed,  iSAKON,  justice  of  the  peace. 

Esact  copy : 

IlANNOCqUE  GDERIK, 

Commisaaiy  of  the  Centi-ai  Office. 

I,  the  ■undersigned,  Francois  Dai-que,  keeper  of  the  articles 
of  furniture  helonging  to  the  Temple,  in  the  stead  of  citizen 
Lasne,  aclcnowledge  that,  among  the  iirtlcles  left  in  taj  charge, 
according  to  the  minutea  made  by  citizen  Nagns,  eommiasary  ol 
tie  Temple  domain,  in  date  of  tlie  17th  Germinal,  4th  year,  tha 
articles  in  the  wardrobe  of  the  ex-Queen,  aj-e  comprised  and  de- 
tailed conformably  to  the  copy,  which  I  recognise  aa  correct,  and  1 
take  them  imder  my  charge. 

Done  in  the  Temple  tower,  SOfli  Germinal,  4th  year  of  th( 
French  Kepublic,  one  and  indiTiable. 

Dabqtte. 
(Nationa!  Archiyes,  Case  E,  No.  C,306.) 


•  washing  the  Unen  of  M.  Jjnd$- Charles,  Jtum 
hth  June,  17fi3,  due  to  me,  cUiiimess  Cloiiet. 


1  sheet 0 

12  shirts 4 

8  jackets 3 

3  pair  girl's  stockings i 

2  pair  thread  stockings,  and  iiiendmg      .     .  T 

6  wardrobe  cloths  .........  o 

4  cambric  handkerehiefe o 

3  bands     0 

1  cotton  cap       0 

Carriage i 

Carried  for\T;ir<t  iT" 
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Brought  fonvai'd  lo  4 

IStli  June. 

3  sheets 1  0 

12  Bhirts     ............  4  10 

3  jackets .  3  5 

4  cambric  handkeroiiiefs 0  J3 

1  a  towels 3  8 

3  pair  thread  stockings,  and  mending     .    .  1  0 

5  bands 0  a 

0  wardrobe  cloths 0  15 

Carriage    ...........  1  !3 

25th  JuiiB. 

3  jackets 2  S 

13  shirts 5  4 

8  wardrobe  clotlis 1  0 

3  towels 0  13 

4  handa 0  12 

1  cotton  cap 0  3 

6  pair  thread  stockings I  4 

6  cambric  handkercliiofs       ......  0  18 

Carri^e 1  13 

Total  43  11 


Bill  for  washing  and  mending  the  linen  of  Charles  \Japet, 
Elizaheth  and  TkMse  Capet,  Tison,  Simon,  a7id  his 
mfejjrom  iSth  day  of  the  1st  month,  Und  year  of  the 
French  r^vhltc,  one  and  indivisible,  hy  ci^zen  Chntet. 

13th  Vendfemairie,  2n(!  year  (4th  October,  1793). 

IINBN  OF  CHABLES  CAPET. 

1  jacket 0    1.^ 

S  shirfa 1       -1 

1  towel 0       3 

Cirriec!  forward     3       2 
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Brought  forward     ,     ,     ,     ,  2  2 

1  cambric  pocket-handkerchief      ....  0  3 

1  wardrobe  cloth    .........  0  2 

1  head-kerohief 0  3 

S  pair  thread  etockinga    , 0  6 

3  cotton  caps ,     ,    ,  0  G 

3  trusses 0  S 

3  blue  pinafores 0  10 

LINEN  or  aiMON  AND  Ilia  WIFE, 

2  sliirta .013 

2  shifts 0  13 

1  blue  petticoat 0  10 

3  pair  stookinj^s 0  0 

1  cotton  cap , 0  3 

8  coloured  pocket-handkerchiefs    ....  1  4 

4  round  caps Olfi 

1  pair  sheets       ..........  1  0 

1  quilled  cap .0  2 

2  cravats 0  8 

1  neokerehief  of  double  muslia      ....  0  4 


ELIZABETH  a  LISBN, 

0  shifts 4  10 

1  pair  large  cotton  curtains 4  10 

3  towels 0  li 

8  cambric  pocket-handkerchiefs      ....  1  '1 

9  wardrobe  cloths I  2 

1  apron 0  6 

1  cnmhric  rubbing-cloth 0  2 

1  dimity  dressing- gown I  0 

1  mnslin  jacket,  and  trimmed  petticoat   .     .  3  0 
1  muslin  petticoat,  trimmed  wilhcmbroidered 

muslin I  ID 

1.  pair  stays 0  4 

1  dimity  petticoat 013 

15  smaller  aiticles,  and  5  bands 1  ii 

1  linen  collar  . 0  a 

Carried  forward  21  in 
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ti:  s. 

Brought  forward    ....  34  18 

2  linen  neck-kerchiefs  ........  0  lii 

2  camhric  reok-kerchiefa 0  IB 

2  caps,  fuid  mending    .    .    .    .    .    ...  I)  18 

S  pur  socka 0  9 

1  pair  silk  stockinga,  and  mending     ...  1  0 

I  cambric  powder-cloak    .......  0  l& 

THBKESE  OAPET'S  LINEN. 

9  chemises,  and  mending 6  0 

9  towels 0  8 

4  wardrobe  cloths OlO 

1  chair  cover ...0  6 

1  apron 0  5 

1  pair  pockets 0  4 

1  dimity  petticoat 0  13 

I  pair  stays,  and  mending     ......  0  13 

2.  pair  aocka 0  fi 

1  dressing-gown  and  petticoat  of  dimity      .  3  0 

1  dress  of  cambrio  muslin 3  0 

3  cambrio  pocket-handkerchiefs     ....  0  0 

3  linen  neck-kerchiefs 1  4 

3  cambric  neck-kerckiefs 0  IG 

2  caps 0  13 

TISON'a  LIHEN. 

3  ahirta ■    .  0  la 

4  poeket-handkerciiiefa 0  13 

1  cotton  velvet  waistcoat 1  5 

1  cotton  cap 0  3 

1  heojl-kcrchief 0  3 

1  pair.thread  stockings 0  3 

1  collar 0  3 

For  two  conveyances 4  0 


■ET  9  LINEN. 
rom  the  33rd  day  of  Ist  month,  2nd  year  of 
the  Eepublio.) 

3  shirts 1       4 

1  jacket .    0    15 

Carried  forward  48      0 
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Brought  forward    ....  49  0 

1  towe! 0  4 

3  cambric  poeket-handkerchiefa      ....     0  •■* 

I  wardrobe  eloth 0  2 

1  head-kerehief .    0  3 

3  pair  stockings ...        - 0  9 

1  cotton  cap 0  ^ 

2  pinafores 0  10 

Total  50  0 

LIHES  BBLOSOING  TO  SIMON  AHD  HIS  WIFE. 

2  shirts 
&e-,  &,C;  &c. 

I  cerliij  this  list  to  he  correct. 

CoRtr,  Temple  steward. 


Documents  concerning  the  heart  of  Louis  XYIl. 

In  a  note  communicated  to  Eekard,  and  published  by  him  in 
his  "  Historical  Memoirs  of  Louis  XVII.,"  M.  Pelletan  givea  tho 
following  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  contrived  to  carry  off 
the  heart  of  Louis  XVII.  during  the  autopsy. 

"  I  was  specially  appointed  to  open  and  dissect  the  body,  and 
finally  re-adjust  tho  different  parts.  While  I  was  employed  in  the 
last-mentioned  operation,  my  operators,  together  with  the  civic 
commissary  and  one  of  the  keepers  who  had  been  present,  left  the 
table,  and  retired  into  the  recess  of  the  window  to  chat  together. 
I  then  conceived  the  idea  of  getting  the  child's  heart  into  my  pos- 
session, and  covering  that  viscera  with  bran,  I  folded  it  up  in  a 
linen  cloth,  and  put  it  into  my  pocket,  witliout  anyone's  seeing 
me.  I  had  no  reason  to  think  I  should  be  searched  on  leaving  tlio 
prison. 
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"Whon  I  got  home  I  put  the  heart  into  a  bottle  of  spirits  of 
■wine,  which  I  hid  hehind  the  highest  shelf  of  my  hook-case. 
Nearly  ten  yews  passed  away,  in  the  course  of  which  the  spirits 
of  wine,  though  it  had  been  several  times  renewed,  evaporated 
entirely.  The  heart  being  now  thoroughly  dry,  and  in  a  fit  state 
to  be  preserved  without  further  trouble,  I  put  it  into  the  drawer  of 
my  dcst,  along  with  some  other  anatomical  remains. 

"  A  long  time  afterwards,  as  I  was  showing  the  heart  and 

other  remains  to  M. ,  a  private  pupil  of  my  oivn,  who  lived 

at  my  house,  and  in  whom  I  had  perfect  confidence,  I  was  impru- 
dent enough  to  reveal  my  secret  to  hiin. 

"As  I  had  constantly  occasion  to  open  my  drawer,  I  ha^  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  seeing  the  heart,  which  had  nothmg  round 
it, — when  one  day,  I  perceived  that  it  was  not  among  the  other 
contents  of  my  drawei'.  I  eould  have  no  (ioubt  that  it  had  been 
been  taken  out  by  my  pupil,  who  alone  knew  the  secret,  and  who 
alone  had  fi'ee  access  to  my  private  room. 

"  This  pupil  had  left  me  a  short  time  before,  to  be  married,  and 
I  BlJiS  received  him  at  my  house ;  but  yet  I  dared  not  demand 
its  restitution,  hwng  fully  persuaded  that  ho  would  deny  the 
fact,  and  that,  were  matters  pushed  to  extremity,  ho  would  even 
destroy  it. 

"At  the  period  when  everything  seemed  preparing  for  the 
return  of  our  king,  my  pupil  teli  a  victim  to  a  pulmonary  com- 
plaint to  which  he  liad  long  been  subject.  After  his  death  the 
father  of  his  widow  paid  me  a  visit,  and  informed  me  that  his  son- 
in-law,  when  dying,  had  confessed,  with  much  repentance,  the  fact 
©f  baring  purloined  the  heart  of  Louis  XVII.  whea  at  my  house ; 
and  that  his  daughter  purposed  restoring  it  to  me  tho  next  day. 

"  As  soon  as  he  had  left  me  I  hastened  to  his  house,  where  I 
found  my  pupil's  widow  surronnded  hy  her  family.  Tlie  lady 
immediately  returned  me  the  heart  incloaed  in  a  purse ;  and  I 
recognised  it  perfectly,  having  handled  and  attentively  examined 
it  over  and  over  again. 

"  So  that  I  possess  the  heart  of  Louis  XYII." 


A  communication  made  to  M.  Antoine,  (of  Saint  Gei-vaia, 
who  had  pnblished  a  "Life  of  Louis  XVIL"),  by  M.  Pelletan, 
in  which  M.  Pelletan  laid  great  stress  on  the  personal  attentions 
he  had  paid  to  the  yonng  prince,  without  taking  any  notice  of  M. 
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Dumangin,  and  aJao  mentioned  liis  hayiDg  taken  away  the  cHld'a 
heart,  occaaioaed  an  ejchange  of  letters  between  the  two  physicians 
in  theyearlSlT.    M,  Dumangin  observed  in  his: — 

"  You  haye  imagined,  sir,  that  there  was  no  harm  in  accusing 
MM.  Jeanroy,  Lassus,  and  myself,  of  inattention  at  the  time 
when  you  say  you  coiTied  off  a  precious  part  of  the  young  King's 
remains.  What  had  you  to  fear,  then,  from  our  colleagues  and  my- 
self? Nothing,  You  had,  indeed,  proposed  haviag  some  assiat- 
anta  in  the  operation,  and  in  consequence  of  my  observing  that, 
from  the  personal  qualities  of  M,  Lasaus,  and  his  former  attendaiiea 
upon  the  Queen  of  France  and  Madame  Eliaahetb,  and  that  of  M. 
Jeanroy  in  the  House  of  Lorraine,  tlieir  wgnatures  would  havo  a 
eonaiderabla  weight,  you  agi'ced  to  (hat  choice.  Was  it  not  rather 
that  you  feared  the  guardians,  who  were  in  a  corner  of  the  room  ? 
I  venture  to  say  thai  your  conduct,  praisewoilhy  in  itself,  subjects 
you  to  the  serious  imputation  of  having  neglected  to  obtdn  the 
testimony  of  others,  which  would  have  prevented  any  doubt  on  a 
fact  of  such  importance." 

M.  PeEetan  replied  aa  follows  to  these  remarha  of  M,  Du- 
mangin : 

"  We  proceeded  all  four  to  the  opening  of  the  body,  the  dissec- 
tion of  which  was  made  by  myself  alone.  I  had  certainly  no  wish 
to  compromise  you  or  to  accuse  you  of  inattention,  in  saying  that 
I,  being  solely  occupied  with  the  re- arrangement  of  the  body,  you 
retired  into  the  recess  of  a  m  low  and  that  I  took  advantage  of 
the  moment  thus  g  yen  no  to  get  tl  e  precious  remains  into  my 
possession. 

"  You  did  not  percc  e  the  alst  t  o  i  of  the  heart,  because  I 
carefully  conceaJed  the  leed  from  eve  yone.  You  know  that  it 
might  have  eo  t  me  my  1  fe  had  t  bee  liscovered  :  and  jot  you 
ask  me  if  I  coul  1  not  confi  le  you  No,  sir !  I  dared  not  trust 
anybody.  I  told  no  one  at  all,  excepting  my  friend  JI.  Lassus, 
whom  I  had  known  twenty-fiTe  years,  and  who  had  accompanied 
Mesdames  to  Italy.;  it  waa  not  known  by  anyone  else.  This, 
sir,  is  the  true  state  of  things  in  which  you  say  I  was  so  much 
to  blame." 

M,  Antoine,  who,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  was  directed  by  Louis 
XVIII.,  in  the  year  laiT,  to  search  out  all  persons  still  alive  who 
had  been  known  as  having  been  kind  in  their  conduct  to  the  young 
prisoner  of  the  Temple  tower,  had  naturally  entered  into  communi- 
cation with  MM.  Pdletan  and  Dumamgin  on  the  subject,  and  had 
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been  the  iiivoluntary  cause  of  a  dispute  between  those  two  famous 
phycians,  by  publishing  the  account  given  by  the  former,  aums  up 
the  state  of  the  question,  after  these  mutual  explanations,  as 
follows,  in  a  note  addressed  to  M.  Hue,  then  head  valet  dc  chambre 
to  Louis  XVIII. 

' '  We  took  advantage  of  the  circumataneea  which  brought  ua  to 
the  house  of  M.  Dumangin,  to  inquire  into  a  fact,  which  various 
biographers  of  Louis  XVII.  have  repeated  irom  our  oceount,  me 
having  been  the  fi-st  to  mention  it  in  the  life  of  that  young  prince, 
published  in  381 5. 

"  Although  M.  Dumangin  preaesrves  the  esteem  and  just  con- 
sideration for  M.  Pelletan  whioh  the  talents  of  the  latter  so  well 
deserve,  wo  are  aware,  notwithstanding,  that  he  had  some  reasons 
for  feeling  piqued  at  his  conduct.  They  acted  together  in  the 
dissection  of  the  body  of  Louis  XVII.;  and  therefore  by  pressing 
M,  Dumangin  to  tell  us  frankly  what  degree  of  faith  should  be 
attached  to  the  abstraction  of  the  child's  heart,  of  which  M. 
Pelletan  mak&s  quite  a  personal  merit,  we  were  Bure  of  obtaining 
a  testimony  which  would  be  nather  dictated  by  blind  confidence 
nor  by  servile  complaisance. 

"  M,  Dumangin  affirms  that,  at  the  close  of  the  operation,  be 
saw  M.  Pelletan  wrap  something  up  oarufully,  and  put  it  into  his 
pocket  He  did  not  thinit  at  all  about  it  then,  and  now  presumes 
that  the  surgeon  above-mentioned  may  have  thought  proper  to 
conceal  that  pious  theft,  not  only  for  fear  of  compromising  himself 
but  also  any  other  person  to  whom  he  might  have  revealed  the 
secret, 

"  At  present,  although  there  can  be  no  physical  proof  that  the 
heart  in  M.  Peiletan's  possession,  is  really  that  of  Louis  XVH., 
for  which  fact  ho  has  no  surety  to  offer  beyond  his  bare  word,  M. 
Dumangin,  recollecting  what  passed  at  the  time  the  body  was 
opened,  says  that,  in  his  heart  and  conscience  ho  is  moi'ally  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  that  statement. 

"  We  considered  it  our  duty  to  wport  this  little  circumstance, 
which  will  not  perhaps  be  uninteresting  in  the  eyes  of  our  august 
monarch,  now  that  his  Majesty  has  been  recently  inquiring  into 
all  matters  connected  with  his  young  predecessor." 

The  two  following  papers  will  show  that  Louis  XVIII.  had,  at 
one  time,  after  this  inquiry,  thought  of  having  the  heart  p 
by  M.  Pelletan  brought  to  Saint-Denis, 
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"  To  II.  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  Minister  of  Justice, 

"Paris,  Srd  Septemtier.  wn. 
"  Monaeigneur, 

"  I  bog  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  papera  your  grace 
did  me  the  honour  to  communicate  to  me,  both  that  relating  to 
the  preservation  of  the  heart  of  hla  Majeaty  Louis  XVII.,  and 
those  referring  to  the  place  where  the  body  of  the  young  Prince 
was  buried. 

"  It  being  the  King's  intention  that  the  heart  of  that  young 
Prince,  as  also  that  of  H.  S..  II.  the  Dauphin,  eldest  son  of  Louia 
SVI.,  which  latter  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  mayor  of  the  12th 
district,*  be  conveyed  to  Saint-Denis,  without  pomp,  but  still  with 
all  fitting  ceremony,  I  liave,  iu  compliance  witK  the  orders  given 
me  by  his  Majesty,  sent  al!  tho  papei's  to  M.  the  grand  mnster  of 

•  Thh  is  eiplained  by  l!ie  following  paper. 

"  Report  to  the  King." 

•'  The  mayoi'  of  Uie  13lh  dislrict  of  Paris,  haa  jnst  received  in  charge  fiom  M. 
Thevenin,  who  had  it  in  his  keeping,  iJie  heart  of  his  Eojal  Highness  Moa- 
seigneiii  the  Dauphin,  eldest  son  ol  bis  Muj<.'j[7  Louis  XVI. 

"  M.  Ihe  prefect  of  the  Seine,  ti^elher  wilh  this  intelligence,  taa  gi-'en  me  Ihe 
iollawing  information,  which  be  assnres  me  haa  been  oollecled  with  Ihe  utmoal  care 
by  M.  le  Maire, 

"  In  Bmraaiie,  Snd  ;cBr  (Octoher,  1763),  at  the  Ume  when  the  tombs  of 
the  Bourbon  family  at  Yal-de-Giace  were  robbed  of  their  contents,  one  Legoy, 
secretary  ot  the  committee  of  the  observatory,  who  was  present  at  the  event,  cams 
into  posaesfjon  of  a  heart,  which,  by  the  lille  engraved  on  Ihe  dnnblc  inclosure, 
silver-gilt  and  leaded,  in  which  it  was  contained,  was  that  of  his  Eoyal  Higliness 
M.  Ihe  Dauphin  LoaisJosopJi-Xavier-Fransois,  eldest  son  of  his  M^esty  Louia 
XVI.,whQHaabomBlVersailes,S2*idOcUiba-,  1781,  and  who  died  at  Meudon, 
4di  June,  1788, 

"  Feaibg  Ihal,  as  a  man  in  office,  his  having  [his  heart  in  hb  possession  might 
bring  him  into  Itouble,  M.  Legoy  gave  it  in  charge  id  his  father. 

"At  the  death  ol  Ibis  hitler,  which  occurred  OD  Iho  Isl  August,  1811,  it 
remained  in  the  hands  of  his  widow. 

"  Laslly,  in  consequence  of  Mudame  Lwey  havir^  eeveral  times  shown  an 
inclination,  which,  however,  she  never  carried  oul,  of  inltualiog  the  charge  to  her 
ne^bour  Guicard,  the  woman  Moleure,  who  was  in  the  confiileuoe  of  that  lady, 
persuaded  her,  a  short  Ume  before  her  dealh,  to  give  it  In  M.  Theveiiin,the  la^t 

and  genuine  character  of  this  deposit. 

"I  have  the  honouu  fo  beg  your  Majesty  will  forward  me  your  Majesty's 
orders  on  the  subjed." 

Not&— This  report  was  written  on  a  scrap  of  paper,  without  Mgnalure  or  dal«. 
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I  send  your  grace  tho  two  notes  added  to  his 
letter  of  the  30th  August-  They  are  mads  out  in  the  form  of 
diacharge  tiiat  your  grace  wished  to  have  done. 

"  Tlie  minister,  secretarj  of  state,  department  of  the  Interior." 
(National  Avciiivcs,  Case  E,  No.  6,209.) 


MINISTRY  or  THE  IHTERIOR. 

List  of  papers  proving  that  tJie  heart  oJhU  Majesty  Louk  XVII, 
was  really  preserved  and  is  atiU  in  existenee. 

1st.  Verbal  report  of  the  statement  of  ■witnesses,  from  which  it 
is  evident  that  the  heart,  preserved  at  the  house  of  M.  Pelletan, 
really  is  that  of  his  Majesty  Louis  XVII, 

2nd,  Certificate  given  b>  M  Pellotan,  in  which  he  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  the  heart  of  that  young  Prince,  preserved  by  him, 
from  the  widow  of  M  Tiller 

3rd.  A  decree  of  the  committee  of  general  safety,  dated  8th 
June,  1735  (ITth  Pramal,  3id  year),  authorising  M,  Pelletan 
to  STicceed  M.  Desault  m  presoiibiag  for  the  disease  by  which  bis 
Majesty  Louia  XVII  hid  heen  attacked. 

4th.  The  order  for  despatching  the  a'd  d  ee  adJ  s  ed  to 
M.  Pelletan  on  the  same  day  hythsc         -v^ea         te 


Sth.  A  decree  of  the  committee  ofgna'af  odSh 

June,  1795  (30th  PrairiaJ),  authorising  hephy  f    ey 

King  to  provide  him  with  a  nursa 

eth.  The  letter  in  which  the  secre  ary  g  ne  a  a      py  of 

the  above  paper  to  M.  Pelletan,  on  the  =«n  e  day 

7th.  The  order  given  by  the  coma     eo       j,  n   a     af       at 
at  half-past  four,  p.m.,  on  the  same  day    o  p  o     d         e   p  u 
of  the  body. 

Sth.  The  minutes  made  out  next  day,  9th  June  (31st  Prairial), 
describing  the  state  of  the  body,  and  signed  by  those  persons  who 
had  heen  summoned  to  be  present  at  the  dissection,  as  well  as  by 
the  physicians  directed  to  prescribe  for  tiie  young  Prince. 

Keceived  the  eight  papers  contained  in  the  above  note,  sent  to 
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